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There are many advantages to 
being a member of an electric co-
operative, including the signifi cant 
positive impact it can have on your 
community. Take taxes, for exam-
ple. 

It’s hard to think of taxes in a posi-
tive way, but schools in the Cotton 
Electric service area get a big boost 
each year from the gross receipts 
tax paid by its members. On a per-
centage basis, electric cooperatives 
contribute more tax dollars to local 
school districts than other utilities.

In Oklahoma, a two percent gross 
receipts tax on revenue at both the 
wholesale and retail level is levied 
upon electric cooperatives in lieu of 
ad valorem tax. All but 5 percent of 
that goes directly back to school dis-
tricts in the areas they serve. 

Investor-owned utilities pay ad 
valorem taxes instead of a gross re-
ceipts tax. Only 58 percent of this 

tax goes to school districts within 
which they own property. Municipal 
utilities contribute no tax money to 
public schools in Oklahoma.

The Oklahoma Tax Commis-
sion oversees the apportionment of 
the gross receipts tax. The amount 
paid to each school is based upon 
the number of miles of power lines 
that Cotton Electric Cooperative and 
Western Farmers Electric Coopera-
tive have in each school district. 

WFEC, Oklahoma’s largest local-
ly-owned power supply system, is a 
generation and transmission cooper-
ative owned by 19 members includ-
ing Cotton Electric.

In 2008, over $2.1 million was 
distributed among the 30 schools 
served by CEC and WFEC. The ta-
ble at right shows the miles of line 
serving each district and an estima-
tion of amounts contributed through 
the 2008 gross receipts tax.

District Miles Amount

Apache 4.69 $28,381.04

Big Pasture 249.94 51,716.98

Bishop 1.15 237.96

Bray-Doyle 132.89 73,685.40

Cache 279.99 93,932.74

Central 229.40 76,778.15

Chattanooga 343.88 166,668.27

Comanche 303.54 176,938.45

Davidson 33.45 19,080.98

Duncan 191.50 72,004.49

Elgin 290.43 102,184.20

Empire 237.68 71,140.71

Fletcher 26.99 43,300.04

Fox 16.38 3,389.31

Frederick 9.16 48,564.38

Geronimo 157.16 41,976.63

District Miles Amount

Grandfi eld 194.00 40,142.01

Grandview 112.68 41,612.10

Indiahoma 147.69 54,947.54

Lawton 122.50 35,766.63

Marlow 227.02 46,974.43

Ringling 25.72 70,928.74

Rush Springs 148.01 108,300.68

Ryan 126.05 35,997.41

Sterling 162.54 53,623.58

Temple 242.55 52,432.00

Terral 71.54 14,802.88

Velma-Alma 511.75 245,599.40

Walters  307.44 162,150.92

Waurika 237.14 85,478.51

Total 5,144.86 2,118,736.56

CEC, WFEC contribute 
over $2 million to schools

Co-op Connections Card
Participating Businesses ●  Great Member Savings!

Redeem your discounts by showing your 
Cotton Electric Co-op Connections card

at any of the participating businesses. 

If your business would like to
participate in the Co-op Connections Program,

call us at 580-875-4215.
Visit www.connections.coop  

for a complete list of national discounts

3B Industries
Specializing in lawn mowing equipment 

& car wash equipment.
Visit cottonelectric.com/pdf/ 
DixieChopper08Pricing.pdf

to see all discounts. 
580-439-8876 ● Comanche

A & M
Appliance Service LLC

10% off
Open 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. M-F

580-467-1198
aandmappliance@att.net

Backdoor Bling
10% off

301 S. Highway 81, Duncan, OK
580-470-8848 ● Duncan

Burton Meat Market
10% off meat purchases over $20
1206 N. Hwy. 81 (Chisholm Mall)

Duncan

Re/Max
Sue CabelkaTeam
$500 off seller’s closing costs
1701 NW Cache Rd,  Lawton
580-353-7496 * 580-591-3362

Cosmetic Specialty 
Labs, Inc.

10% off & free shipping
when you spend $25 or more.
210 SW Texas Ave., Lawton

580-355-2182

Cox Moscatello 
Consulting, LLC

25% off purchase of 4 or more hours 
Public Relations, Negotiation, Training or 
Organizational Professional Development

580-695-3267

Create-a-Book
10% off regular purchase price 

of both children’s and adult 
personalized books.
580-492-4672 ● Elgin

Cuppy’s Coffee
$0.50 off Large Smoothies

1717 Hwy. 81, Duncan
580-351-4149

Dino’s Dry Cleaners
10% discount
1015 W. Oak

580-255-2121 ● Duncan

Eastside Sod Farm
Free estimates and 10% discount

580-591-3360 ● Lawton

Frames & Things
10% off the purchase of 

regular priced merchandise.
708 W. Main

580-656-4673
Duncan

Freeman Appliance
5% discount on any purchase over $500

4325 N. Hwy. 81
580-255-2676 ● Duncan

Gene Burk Auto Glass
10% off

2302 SW Lee Blvd., Lawton
580-355-3890

Holloway Electric
20% off labor

302 N. Howard Rd. * Marlow
580-658-9950

holloway_services@yahoo.com

Infinity
Computer Systems

10% off all labor. 
2322 W. Gore Blvd.

580-351-2911 ● Lawton

J&M Original Fried Pies
25¢ off each pie.

1601 W. Bois D’Arc
580-252-2788 ● Duncan

Jeans & Bling
10% off any purchase

1500 N. Broadway
580-658-1485 ● Marlow

L-Tec Services
Company Inc.

“Your Heat & Air Conditioning Specialist”
15% off parts & labor/ $500-$1,000 on 

new equipment
Open 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., M-F

580-704-4030

Linda’s Carpet
Free vacuum cleaner with purchase of 

$2,000 on carpets
4010 N. Hwy. 81 ● Duncan

Medicine Park Ice 
Cream & Candy Shop

10% off
205 E. Lake * Medicine Park

Open 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. - Tue. - Sun.

Park Media Group
“We meet all of your video/media 

needs”
10% off total invoice

580-583-2599
Medicine Park

Printer’s Island
10% off to Co-op Connections 

Members1505 N. Hwy. 81
580-475-0844

Duncan

The Pathfinder
Trading Post

20% off purchases of $5 or more
5199 NW Tacklebox Rd * Medicine Park

Open Wed - Fri 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.; 
Sun. 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Baymont Inn & Suites
10% discount

1203 NW 40th Street, Lawton
580-353-5581

Frederick Ace Hardware
“Your Complete Hardware Store”

10% off regular price items
620 E. Gladstone, Frederick, OK

580-335-2834

Howard Chiropractic 
Wellness Center

50% off initial visit
108 S.  Main Street, Frederick, OK

580-335-7373

Just Bling It
10% discount

1302 W. Bois D’Arc, Duncan, OK
580-251-9641

Marvin Tate 
Communications

Free Cigarette ligter adaptor with New 
Activation - 20% off on accessories

1121 North Main, Altus, OK
580-477-1121

www.marvintatecommunications.net

Salon Novatrix
Full Service hair salon, nails, tanning

5% off most salon services
105 East Evans, Apache, OK

580-588-2656

Subway of  Frederick
10% off any regularly priced sandwich, 
one per customer (not valid with any 

other offer or discount)
800 S. Main Street, Frederick, OK

580-335-7777

Terminix International
Home Pest Control Service

10% discount on initial termite or 
pest control services

1717 SW 11th Street, Lawton, OK
580-365-3544

Studio 17 Salon & Gifts
15% Off Products or Retail Purchase

8176 State Hwy 17, Elgin, OK
580-492-4744

The Vine & Fig Tree
Event Center with Tea Room Restaurant

10% off Lunch, 5% off Retail 5% off 
Wedding Bldg Rental

Lunch Served Thursday & Friday 
11:00 to 2:00

1304 W. Hwy 7, Marlow, OK 
 580-658-3377

Wichita Falls
Fairfield Inn

4414 Westgate Drive, Wichita Falls, TX
Call for discounts

940-691-1066

The Sheep Shop
15% off KS&A  Orchard Products

 Open Thur. - Sun. from 7 - 5
Call 580-439-2751 for details.

Shane Burk Auto Glass
Free mobile service in Stephens,

Comanche, Grady, Jefferson, Caddo or 
Cotton counties or 15% off any in-shop 

glass replacement.
580-252-5939 * shaneburkautoglass.com

Solid Plumbing
10% off all service calls, $125 sewer 

camera, $175 slab leak detection
2809 NW Sheridan Road, Lawton

580-353-2863

Southern Maid Donuts
10% off donut & pizza purchases

101  Thoma Dr. #A * Elgin
Open 5 a.m. - noon & 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Tue - Sat.
580-492-6123

TGR Construction LLC
10% off tractor services &

5% off on home construction.
580-512-2567 ● Elgin

Horse Sense
Trading Post
Jamon Kelly - Owner

15% off orders over $100
580-512-7047

horsesensetrading@yahoo.com 

Walters Super Stop
2 Slices of Pizza & 20oz Fountain Drink 

for $1.99 + tax
311 W. Missouri, Walters

580-875-2001

Waurika Quick Mart
All Fountain Drinks & All Coffee $0.82

South Main & Hwy. 70, Waurika
580-228-2560

Winery of  the Wichitas
Free dessert with purchase of 2 entrees

  Open  Wed., Thurs., and Sun. from 
11:30 - 8:00  

and 11:30 - 11:00 on Fri. and Sat. 
580-529-2351 - Medicine Park

www.wineryofthewichitas.com

Billingsley Ford
of Lawton, Inc.

8209 NW Quanah Parker Trailway
10% Discount on all Parts, Service & 

Body Shop Service
Maximum $100 per visit

580-510-0925

Chisholm Trail 
Heritage Center

1000 Chisholm Trail Parkway
Duncan, OK

$1.00 off admission per card per visit
Hours 10:00 to 5:00

580-252-6692

Antique Adventures, 
LTD

811 SW A Ave. - Lawton
15% off Total Purchase

Open 10:00 to 4:00, Tues. thru Sat.
580-351-0170

Billingsley Ford L-M of  
Duncan, Inc.

3505 NW Hwy 81
10% Discount on all Parts, Service & 

Body Shop Service
Maximum $100 per visit

580-255-5500

Woofie Animal Rescue 
Foundation

For every animal adopted, we will fur-
nish free vitamins & Accessories

RT 3 Box 203A, Marlow , OK
Mon.-Fri.-12 to 6 Sat & Sun-Call

580-658-531
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Congress and the fed-
eral government are 
focused on prioritizing 
climate change policy. 
Given the long list of en-
vironmental impacts and 
expensive solutions, any 
action taken to address 
the issue will certainly 
increase the cost of elec-
tricity we use every day. 

Climate change pro-
posals seek to reduce 
emissions of greenhouse 
gases, carbon dioxide in 
particular. In the United 
States, power plants that 
burn fossil fuels produce 
about 2.4 billion tons 
of carbon dioxide every 
year. That works out to 
about 39 percent of the 
nation’s man-made out-
put of the gas—the larg-
est single source. 

Electric cooperatives 
are involved in cutting 
edge work to develop 
new technologies to re-
duce carbon dioxide 
emissions from power 
plants, but those options 
aren’t yet ready for prime 
time. They’re limited, 
largely untested, and 
expensive. Yet potential 
legislation would rely on 
them to make signifi cant 
carbon dioxide cuts na-
tionwide.

A key committee in the 
U.S. House of Represen-
tatives has announced 
plans to consider a cli-
mate change bill by this 
summer, one that may 
for the fi rst time clas-
sify carbon dioxide as 
a pollutant and impose 
a cap-and-trade tax to 
limit carbon emissions. 
Cap-and-trade systems 
work by setting a spe-
cifi c limit on airborne 
pollutants from sources 
like power plants, facto-
ries, and refi neries, and 
require those sources to 
account for all emissions 
with issued allowances. 

Cap-and-trade has 
worked well during the 
past 15 years to reduce 
emissions of acid rain-
causing sulfur dioxide 

nationwide and over the 
last decade to curb smog-
creating nitrogen oxides 
in the eastern half of the 
country. However, some 
cap-and-trade tax pro-
posals for carbon diox-
ide contain a new twist: 
pricey allowances.

Allowances would be 
auctioned off at undeter-
mined prices, leading to 
huge cost burdens for any 
source of carbon dioxide 
emissions. In the case 
of power plants, those 
costs would ultimately 
be passed on to consum-
ers using the power, in 
some cases adding $50 
or more to electric bills. 
In late February, the 
Obama Administration 
pointed to such a sys-
tem as a new, substantial 

source of revenue for 
the federal government 
— effectively muddying 
the initial environmental 
argument for regulating 
carbon dioxide.

Such a backdoor tax 
increase would force 
electric cooperatives to 
essentially become tax 
collectors for the federal 
government, and allow 
Wall Street investors to 
set allowance prices and 
determine how much 
you pay for electricity.

We need to help Con-
gress draft an energy so-
lution that accomplishes 
environmental goals 
while taking affordabili-
ty into account. But time 
may be tight: if Congress 
fails to act, the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection 

Agency stands ready 
to step in, leaving deci-
sions that affect consum-
ers’ pocketbooks up to 
unelected bureaucrats.

Electric cooperatives 
want to work with Con-
gress to address climate 
change in an affordable 
and environmentally re-
sponsible fashion. We’re 
ready to provide insight 
into how various policy 
proposals will impact 
consumers, and urge 
lawmakers to reach the 
right answers.

National energy and 
climate change policy 
must focus on reduc-
ing emissions, not on 
“revenue enhancement” 
for federal govern-
ment. Money generated, 
through a cap-and-trade 
tax or otherwise, must be 
used wisely: devoted to 
developing related tech-
nology or returned to 
those who foot the bill. 
And Congress should 
take the lead on climate 
change, not regulators or 
Wall Street speculators. 

In unity with 42 mil-
lion other electric co-ops 
consumers around the 
country, urge your U.S. 
representative and sena-
tors to work with elec-
tric cooperatives to keep 
electric bills affordable. 
Get involved in this ef-
fort by participating in 
the Our Energy, Our Fu-
ture™ grassroots cam-
paign at www.ourenergy.
coop.

Climate change policy hits pocketbooks
Actions will decide increases in electric bills

State Rep. Corey Holland has been 
appointed by House Speaker Chris 
Benge to the Health Care Workforce 
Resources Board.

 “In Oklahoma and nationally, there 
is a shortage of nurses and other health 
care professionals,” Holland said. “I 
am honored by the appointment and 
will take it as an opportunity to fi nd 
ways to attract students to health care 
professions.”

The board oversees the Health Care 
Workforce Resources Center, which 

collects data and analyzes worker 
supply and demand trends, works to 
ensure the state’s training and educa-
tion systems have adequate resources 
and support to produce enough health 
care workers, promotes awareness 
of health care job opportunities, and 
works to improve the job satisfaction 
and retention rates of current Oklaho-
ma health care employees.

Holland is a member of the House 
Public Health Committee.

Holland tapped for health care board

Stapp Roofing
Designer Shingles • Composition
• Torch Down • Rubber • Wood

• 39 Years Experience • All Work Guaranteed
Bill & Donna Stapp

580-439-2415 or 580-251-1509
Specializing in Wood & Composition

Roofing & Re-decking




