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Included within the borders of District 3 are the communities of Elgin
and Sterling and parts of Central High, Elgin, Empire, Fletcher, Geronimo,
Lawton, Marlow, Rush Springs and Sterling school districts.

Scott Dennis

When your power goes off in the middle of the night, four line workers
are on call to get your lights back on. Responding to outages in this area
are Journeyman Linemen Terry Turner, Bob Anderson, Larry Crowell and
Scott Dennis. These line workers do not exclusively work in District 3 but
aid the system in various places along the eastern side of the service territory.
They are under the direction of Operations Superintendent Chad Cowan.
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Marlow and Geronimo. These
distribute  power
across approximately 587 miles of

substations

line to residential and commercial
accounts in District 3.

Spencer serves his home community

By Danielle Quickle

Cotton Electric is a not-for-profit organization, gov-
erned by the members it serves. Its service territory is
divided among nine districts, each unique from the
next. In 2019, The Current will feature information
about each district, one per month.

District 3 sits on the far east side of Comanche Coun-
ty taking up the north-central part of Cotton Electric’s
service territory. Included within the borders of Dis-
trict 3 are the communities of Elgin and Sterling. Parts
of Central High, Elgin, Empire, Fletcher, Geronimo,
Lawton, Marlow, Rush Springs and Sterling school dis-
tricts also fall into District 3.

Members in this area are served by four substations:
Elgin, Hulen, Marlow and Geronimo. These substa-
tions distribute power across approximately 587 miles
of line to residential and commercial accounts in Dis-
trict 3. When power distribution issues arise, specific
line workers are assigned to restoring power.

When power goes off in the middle of the night, four
line workers are on call to get lights back on. Respond-
ing to outages in this area are Journeyman Linemen
Terry Turner, Bob Anderson, Larry Crowell and Scott
Dennis. These line workers do not exclusively work in
District 3 but aid the system in various places along the
eastern side of the service territory. They are under the
direction of Operations Superintendent Chad Cowan.

Members participate in the governing of their elec-
tric cooperative by electinga member from each district
to serve a three-year term as a trustee on Cotton Elec-
tric’s board. In 2001, Charles Spencer was appointed as

trustee and District 3 members have elected to retain
him ever since.

Spencer was raised on Cotton Electric lines. In 1973,
he and his wife of 56 years, Janis, made their home near
Elgin, in the northwest corner of District 3. Their two
daughters and two sons have blessed them with a dozen
grandchildren.

He has a rich background in agriculture. Throughout
the years he has worked for the Oklahoma Hereford
Association, Perfecter Cattle Services and taught Ag-
riculture at Elgin public schools. He has been self-em-
ployed as a farmer-rancher since 1984.

Owning his own hay business has taught him the im-
portance of continuing education, especially as a trust-
ee. Spencer has gone through several hours of required
training and has been awarded his Director Gold Cer-
tification. Director Gold recognizes trustees who have
earned both their Credentialed Cooperative Director
Certification and Board Leadership Certification and
are committed to continuing their education through-
out their service.

“Before I was appointed to the board, I didn’t have a
clue how the cooperative operated,” Spencer said. “Even
after 18 years of service, I spend quite a bit of time try-
ing to stay informed and educated. I have learned to
never be complacent.”

Spencer has taken this experience and education be-
yond serving on Cotton Electric’s board. In 2010, he
became a representative for Cotton Electric on Western
Farmers Electric Cooperative’s (WFEC) board. WFEC
is the co-op’s power supplier. Just like members own

and govern Cotton Electric, 22 Oklahoma and New
Mexico electric cooperatives own and govern WFEC.
Spencer helps oversee the business of WFEC.

“T assist in making decisions that will benefit all co-
ops involved while making sure Cotton Electric’s per-
spective is voiced,” Spencer said. “At the same time, I
gain valuable knowledge about new procedures and
technology that I can bring back to the board at Cot-
ton Electric.”

This transport of knowledge helps fulfill Cotton
Electric’s commitment to bring safe, reliable and afford-
able power to its members.

“I am amazed by the technology and advancements
the co-op has pursued for the benefit of the membership
during my time on the board,” Spencer said. “Programs
such as Vegetation Management and pole inspection
have improved our quality of service tremendously.”

Spencer also points out cooperative programs that fo-
cus on community.

“We are owned by the people we serve, so it is very
important that the co-op give back to the community
in any way that we can,” Spencer said. “I am very fond of
supporting our youth through Youth Tour and Energy
Camp and Operation Round Up through the Cotton
Flectric Charitable Foundation has been a life-saver for
our communities.”

Spencer feels honored to represent the community he
grew up in.

“The members of District 3 have been great to work
for” Spencer said. “I do my best to consider all members
and make decisions in their best interests.”
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From the CEO

In addition to water filters, the 2019 Energy Trails project hopes to raise enough money to purchase backpacks
Sfilled with school supplies for the students and a laptop computer and printer for the classrooms in Sillab, Gua-
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Cotton Electric CEO Jennifer Meason traveled to

two remote villages in Guatemala when they were
electrified in 2018. She helped distribute water filters
purchased with funds donated by cooperative members
in Oklahoma.

Energy Trails empowers beyond lights

Oklahoma and Colo-
rado delegates of the
2019 Energy Trails team
recently met for the first
time as they convened
in Oklahoma City for
team-building exercises
and orientation. The
team of journeymen
linemen is preparing for an elec-
trification project that will bring
power for the first time to Sillab, a
remote village in Guatemala.

Jarrod Hooper, Cotton Electric’s
safety and loss control coordina-
tor, was selected to participate in
this year’s project and shares his
thoughts about the upcoming trip
in a story on Page 3.

The mission is coordinated
through the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion’s (NRECA) philanthropic
arm, the NRECA International
Foundation. The team of line-
men will work on a stretch of
6.5 miles in mountainous terrain
to wire 60 poles and install four
transformers. Each home will
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Jennifer Meason, CEO

? Cop orav®
be equipped with four light
bulbs, four light switches and
four electrical outlets. The power-
lines will belong to a local utility,
ADECORK (Association for
Community Development Rax
Kiche). ADECORK operates a
small hydro plant and will gener-
ate and distribute electric power
to Sillab. Once completed, 60
homes, one elementary school
and four churches will have access
to power.

I was blessed to witness first-
hand the life-changing work of
these projects when I traveled to
two remote villages in Guatemala
when they were electrified last
year. The beauty of the Guatema-
lan landscape is a striking contrast
to the harsh reality of poverty

Energy Efficiency
Tip of the Month

When it’s warm out, avoid using the
oven. Try cooking on the stove, using
the microwave or grilling outside

instead.

and life without electricity. The
villagers grow corn for self-con-
sumption and generate most of
their income from the production
of cardamom seeds, peppers and
coffee. It is exhaustive work to
meet the barest of needs, but the
villagers are joyful and extremely
grateful for the gift of electricity.

What touched my heart most
were the children in Pie de Cerro
and Tierra Blanca Salinas who at-
tend school in a modest, open-air
cinder block structure with simple
wooden desks. They had very
limited resources but abundant
smiles and enthusiasm.

Last year, many of you donated
to our water filter project and we
are extremely grateful. Because of
your generosity, the Energy Trails
team donated 110 water filters for
the homes that were electrified,
two wheelchairs for handicapped
children, and a laptop computer
and printer for the elementary
schools.

This year, we would like to
continue blessing the families

with the water filter project and
also include donations to the
local school. If you are willing

to contribute, you can sponsor a
backpack donation (backpack,
notebooks, pencils, pens, crayons,
sharpener and eraser) for $20 or
donate to the laptop/printer fund
for a $40 contribution. A gift of
$35 will purchase a 5-gallon Eco
Filtro water filter that will last for
two years.

To give online to the water
filter project, visit htep://bitly/
EnergyTrails. To give online for
the Backpack fund, visit: http://
bit.ly/BackpackFund. You can
also mail a check made payable
to OETF, PO Box 54309, OKC-
OK, 73154-1309. Please write
“water filter” or “backpack” in the
memo.

The Oklahoma Energy Trails
Foundation is a 501(c)3 not-for-
profit and all contributions are
tax-deductible.

Thank you for your continued

support and generosity.
#ItStartsWithPower

Source: energy.gov
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Journeyman lineman Jarrod Hooper will be among those work-
ing to bring electricity to Sillab, Guatemala.

both ways

Energy Trails project lights up lives of volunteer linemen, too

By Danielle Quickle

Adults and children in the iso-
lated village of Sillab in north-
central Guatemala are living in
the dark. The village has never
had access to electricity, but
that part of their story will soon
change.

The Oklahoma Association of
Electric Cooperatives (OAEC)
is sending a group of volunteer
linemen to electrify Sillab in
August. Cotton Electric’s very
own Jarrod Hooper has been
selected to be one of 10 Okla-
homa linemen to make the trip
this summer.

“This is an opportunity to get
back to the grassroots of what a
co-op was created for — to get
power to those who have never
had it Hooper said.

Hooper has been a lineman
with Cotton Electric for nearly

14 years. At the end of 2018,
he was promoted to safety and
loss control coordinator. He is
excited to get back to working
on lines.

“When you change positions,
you kind of miss what you used
to do,” Hooper said. “I am look-
ing forward to the chance to do
line work again.”

The electrification project —
dubbed Energy Trails — will be a
joint effort between Oklahoma
and Colorado electric coopera-
tives. The diversity of the team
provides benefits that go be-
yond the work that will be done
in Guatemala.

“T will get to establish rela-
tionships with guys I probably
would’ve never met otherwise,”
Hooper said. “T'll be able to
talk with them and gain insight
about what other co-ops are do-
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ing and bring that information
back to Cotton Electric.”

For a period of three weeks,
the team of linemen will work

=

on a stretch of roughly 6 miles
in mountainous terrain to wire
60 poles and install four trans-
formers. Upon completion, 60
homes, one elementary school
and four churches will benefit
from access to electric power.
Each home will be equipped
with four light bulbs, four light
switches and four electrical out-
lets.
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Find us on
Facebook

“The true impact we have will
be unknown until we get back,
but we know that we are going
to change some people’s lives
forever, Hooper said. “I think
the kids will see the greatest
impact because they will have
something to build and expand
on. The possibilities become so
much more when you have ac-
cess to power.”

Hooper and the rest of the
Energy Trails team fly out for
Guatemala on Aug. 21. This
trip marks the fourth electrifica-
tion project Oklahoma electric
cooperatives have sponsored in
Central and South America.

“This will be my first time out
of the country and I'm really
looking forward to the experi-
ence of it all,” Hooper said. “The
challenge of doing something
that I love outside of my normal
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FIG e oy 1 o S

Tract2-

environment will be an experi-
ence of a lifetime, and surely one
I will never forget.”

He is hopeful his experience
will encourage his fellow line-
men to apply for future Energy
Trails projects.

The Current will catch up
with Hooper when he returns
from Guatemala in mid-Sep-
tember. Until then, members
can follow the Energy Trails
journey by joining the Okla-
homa Energy Trails Foundation
Facebook group.

The Oklahoma Energy Trails
Foundation is a not-for-profit
established by Oklahoma elec-
tric cooperatives to support elec-
trification projects. Information
on how members can play a role
in bringing power to developing
countries can be found at www.

OAEC.Coop/EnergyTrails.
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If you would like your community event
listed in the August issue, please submit in-
formation by July 31, by calling 580-875-
3351 or send an email to TheCurrent@
CottonElectric.com.

Prairie House hosts family films

Backyard Cinema at the Foreman Prai-
rie House means live music, local food
trucks and a family-friendly film every
third Thursday through August.

Tickets are $5 per person or $20 per
blanket full (up to 8 kids) and can be
purchased online or at the gate at 814 W.
Oak in Duncan. Gates open at 7 p.m.,
film starts at twilight.

Dehydrator set for July 27

The 30th annual Dehydrator is a bi-
cycle ride with varied mile routes. Riders
leave at 7 a.m. July 27 from the Simmons
Center in Duncan.

Entry fees are $30 per person or $45
per tandem team, non-refundable. A free
T-shirt goes to the first 500 entries. A $5
late fee will be assessed on entries after
July 21.

For information and registration

forms, visit thedehydrator.org.

CTHC plans Day of the Cowboy

The Chisholm Trail Heritage Center
recognizes the National Day of the Cow-
boy with a celebration from 10 a.m. to
S p.m. July 27 at 1000 Chisholm Trail
Parkway in Duncan.

Guests will have the opportunity to
visit with Oklahoma author Kristi Eaton,
who wrote “The Main Streets of Okla-
homa: Okie Stories from Every County.”
Pauline Asbury, owner of Habasketry,
will be demonstrating basket weaving.
Bison rancher James Stepp will feature
his bison jerky and other products while
sharing adventurous stories.

There will be a game room for chil-
dren, where they can play Western-style
cowboy games, get their faces painted
and more. Cowboys at Heart, Gaylon
Blankenship and Dedra Frye will be per-
forming live. All of these activities and
more will be available all day at the event.
Admission is free.

CTHC is an Oklahoma Outstand-
ing Attraction and a True West Top 10
Western Museum. For information, call
580-252-6692 or email info@onthech-

isholmtrail.com.

Fiesta in Fuqua is Aug. 3

Fiesta in Fuqua is a free, fun-filled day
in the park for school-aged children
featuring opportunities to learn about
healthy living, play games and receive a
free hair cut. Cotton Electric’s popular
Energy Bike will be among the featured
activities.

After completing activities, kids re-
ceive a package of school supplies.

Fun begins at 8 a.m. and runs through
11:00 a.m. on Aug. 3 at the park on U.S.
Highway 81 in Duncan. All children
must be accompanied by a parent or
guardian.

For information, call 580-251-8211.

MS Duncan hosts Summer Stroll

Head over to Main Street in Dun-
can from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday,
Aug. 3 for the Annual Summer Stroll.
Local shops on Main Street will open
their doors for all the Summer strollers
to come see new oﬁerings, enjoy in-store
specials, live demonstrations, gifts with
purchase at selected stores and refresh-
ments all day Saturday during normal
business hours.

Rangers Rodeo set for Aug. 7-10

More than 400 top cowboys and cow-
girls are expected to compete in the Law-
ton Rangers Rodeo set for Aug. 7-10 at
L.O. Ranch Arena, 2004 SE 60th Street

in Lawton. Featured events include bar-
rel racing, tie-down roping, team rop-
ing, steer wrestling, bareback and saddle
bronc riding and bull riding.

Gates open at 6:30 p.m. each night and
Grand Entry begins at 7:30. Admission
is $5 a carload on Wednesday. Reduced-
price admission is on Thursday and Fri-
day. Tickets can be purchased at Lawton-
Rangers.com.

Cache VFD plans fundraiser run

Cache Volunteer Fire Department is
sponsoring the Firchouse 5K, a fund-
raiser scheduled for Sept 7. Proceeds will
benefit the Cache VED.

Check-in at the fire station 602 8th
Street, is at 9 a.m., SK Color Run begins
at 10 and the 1-mile Family Walk begins
at 11.

A white shirt for the color run is includ-
ed with registrations. Online registration
is at signmeup.com/reg/form/130157/
registration.

For information, call Michael Bolin at

580-919-3740.

Coin show in Stephens County

Duncan’s Annual Coin Show is sched-
uled from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept 13 and
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept. 14 at the Stephens
County Fairgrounds.

Guests will receive appraisals on gold,
silver, currency, coins, tokens and sup-
plies. Event includes free parking, admis-
sion and refreshments.

For information, contact Ed McGill at
580-475-4570.

Lawton Farmers Market open weekly

Lawton Farmers Market is open from
8 a.m. to noon every Wednesday and
Saturday from April through October at
the Comanche County Fairgrounds, 920
SW Sheridan Road.

In addition to local seasonal produce,
expect to see specialty foods such as jams,
jellies, salsas, baked goods, wine, freshly
roasted coffee beans, as well as hand-
made soap, herbs, plants, eggs, beef and
an assortment of handcrafted items and
food concessionaires.

For information, visit Lawton Farmers

Market on Facebook.

Senior center hosts weekly dances

Duncan Senior Citizens Center pres-
ents country and western dances from 7
to 9:30 p.m. every Tuesday and Saturday.
Tuesdays feature Bill Dewbre and Old
Country. Buzz Carter and the Shadow
Riders play every Saturday. Admission

is $6 and includes free coffee and soft §
drinks. Donations are appreciated. For |

information, call the center at 580-255-
6902.
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“She walked by the sun at just the right moment and I took a quick
picture. The sun made a cross figure in the flag!” Jenifer Patterson
snapped this photo of her 10-year-old daughter, Katelyn, practic-
ing carrying the American flag while riding Chief, a horse owned by
Sherry Reed. Katelyn and her parents, Jenifer and Michael, live in

Lawton.

Enter your “best shot” in our Photo of the Month contest. Theme
for August is Vacation. Entries can be emailed to TheCurrent@Cot-
tonElectric.com or mailed to The Current, 226 N. Broadway, Wal-
ters, OK 73572. Winners will receive a Cotton Electric prize pack-

age of CEC goodies.

CTHC hosts ‘Texas State of Mind’

“A Texas State of Mind,” an exhibit fea-
turing the art of Larry G. Lemons, will
run through Sept. 22 at the Chisholm
Trail Heritage Center in Duncan.

“The icons of Texas and the great
southwest make up my artistic arsenal,
Lemons said. “I have taken colorful
and iconic images and wrapped them
in a package that I call ‘A Texas State of
Mind’ If you look closely, you will see
such universal themes as family values,
patriotism, faith, humor, nostalgia and
maybe more.”

Lemons and his wife own and operate
a gallery in Nocona, Texas. Lemons was

once a dedicated photographer, having

carned his Master Craftsman title. Along
the way, he switched to painting.

His paintings are Texas bold and fea-
ture Texas icons: armadillos, the Lone
Star, rusty pickup trucks, horned toads
and livestock skulls. His art is fun, re-
flecting his own personality.

“If my art makes you smile, then I've
done my job,” he said.

The Heritage Center, at 1000 Ch-
isholm Trail Parkway, is open 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Monday through Saturday and
from 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

Cotton Electric members can get $1
off the admission price by showing their
Co-op Connections Card.

COTTON

ELECTRIC CO-OP

Weekly kids’ activities in Central High L7

Central High presents Story Time
from 10-10:30 a.m. every Wednesday
while school is in session at the high
school library.

Participants will read a story, sing
songs and do an activity. Children who
have not yet started school are welcome
if accompanied by parent or caregiver.

For more information, call 580-685-
2929, Ext. 6.

Chapter of the Blind meets monthly

Duncan Chapter of the Blind meets at
1:30 p.m. on the third Saturday of each
month at the Stephens County Histori-
cal Museum, 1402 W. Beech Ave.

This is an opportunity for the visually
impaired or blind and their caregivers to
learn about the availability of services
and equipment. The group also provides
information about access to audio books.

For information about the group or
to arrange free transportation to the
monthly meeting, call 580-786-8041 or
427-2933.

Upcoming Deadlines for The Current

August September October
Ad Sales July 26 | | Ad Sales Aug. 30 | | Ad Sales Sept. 21
Classified July 31 | | Classified Sept. 4 | | Classified Oct. 2
Publish Date  Aug. 12 | | publish Date Sept. 16 | | Publish Date  Oct. 15

There’s Power
in Numbers

Life is always easier with a little help. From
farms to front yards, from cattle ranches to
cul-de-sacs, Touchstone Energy Cooperatives
energize local communities with the power and
information they need to build a better energy

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives.
Your source of power. And information.

future for their members.
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Personnel, policies,

lots of paperwork

HR department tends the needs of
valuable co-op resource: employees

Shane Bowers and Kim Johnson
work together in the Human

Resources department to assist

cooperative employees and retirees.

By Danielle Quickle

Linemen play a crucial role at Cot-
ton Electric, but they aren’t the only
ones needed to ensure the cooperative
runs efficiently.

Cotton Electric employs 87 people
who perform a variety of tasks ranging
from accounting, engineering, billing
and more. All are essential to the suc-
cess of the co-op.

All employees are assisted by the ef-
forts of Cotton Electric’s Human Re-
sources (HR) department.

The HR department consists of two
employees: Manager of HR Shane
Bowers and HR Personnel Clerk Kim
Johnson. The two work together to as-
sist employees and retirees of the co-
op.

“We are here to make sure employees
are taken care of from an HR perspec-
tive,” Bowers said. “Whether that be
answering their questions about ben-
efits or policies and procedures, or just
assisting new employees as they settle
into their roles.”

Bowers has plenty of experience in
HR but has been in the co-op world
for only a few years. He admits he has
leaned heavily on the experiences of
Johnson who has held several posi-
tions throughout the cooperative.

“She has been a meter reader, dis-
patcher and worked for Cotton Elec-

tric Services before finding her home
in the HR department,” Bowers said.
“She has a good general overview of
how the co-op operates from being in
those positions.”

Day-to-day functions of the depart-
ment include filing and record main-
taining of employees’ personnel files,
reviewing information about benefits,
keeping employees up to date on certi-
fication and setting up new employees
into the system.

Although the department is de-
signed to meet internal needs of the
co-op, members may engage with HR
if they ever fill out a co-op job applica-
tion. HR is responsible for accepting
job applications, setting up and per-
forming interviews and conducting
new employee orientation during an
employee’s first day on the job. Mem-
bers can see job opportunities posted
on the co-op’s website or on either the
Cotton Electric or Cotton Electric
Services Facebook pages.

“We want members to know that
we do have career opportunities avail-
able ranging in a variety of fields, not
just linemen,” Bowers said. “If they or
somebody they know might be inter-
ested in a future job opening, we en-
courage them to apply”

HR is also largely responsible for co-
operative policy updates. Every policy

WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS!

is reviewed at least once a year by the
co-op’s audit committee to make sure
they are up to standards. The HR de-
partment spends a great deal of time
preparing policies to be reviewed.

“I look at what other co-ops are do-
ing to see if there is anything we are
missing or might need to add,” Bowers
said. “I then send proposed revisions
to CEO Jennifer Meason, who pres-
ents them to the audit committee.”

By keeping policies and procedures
up to date and ensuring they meet lo-
cal, state and federal requirements,
Cotton Electric fulfills the commit-
ment of Democratic Member Control
at the co-op.

Democratic Member Control is the
second of seven co-op principles. It
states that cooperatives are democrat-
ic organizations controlled by their

members, who actively participate
in setting policies and making deci-
sion. The elected representatives are
accountable to the membership. In
primary cooperatives, members have
equal voting rights — one member, one
vote. Cotton Electric members can
take advantage of this right by attend-
ing their district meetings and the co-
op’s Annual Meeting.

HR works very closely with the
marketing department in coordinat-
ing Cotton Electric’s Annual Meeting
each year.

“We work year-round planning and
coordinating the Annual Meeting for
our members,” Bowers said. “We hope
that everyone will come out for it.”

The 2019 Annual Meeting will be
Oct. 3 at the Stephens County fair-
grounds in Duncan.

Med%Techf_

Corp

Medical Equipment
& Supplies

“We bill Medicare, Medicade,
& Third Party insurance”
Serving all of SW Oklahoma for 33 years.

Phone: 580-228-2100
Fax: 580-228-2103

111 N. Main « Waurika, OK
Customer service is our #1 priority.

WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS!
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INSUNANCE & AUCTIONS

AUTO HOI\/IE
HEALTH ¢ COMMERCIAL
403 W Main

Marlow, OK
580.658.3077

FARI\/I
LIFE

Sale Price Thru August
$150%

11” Pull-On

. STYLE #2231
MEN’S SUPERSOLE®
2231s are a perfect fit for
workers in oil and gas,
construction & manufacturing
who spend long, tough days
on their feet.

Suggested Retail $225.00 Gm

Ray Maier RED WING

914 Main St, Duncan, OK
M-F 9-3:00 Closed 12-1.00
580-255-7412 VisAEE g
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FARMERS

INSURAMNMCE
Offering:
Financial Services*
Mutual Funds/ 529 College
Savings Plans/ Variable
Annuities/ Variable Universal
Life/ Retirement/ College
Savings/ Life & Esatate
Protection/ Saving &
Investing/ Tax-Deferred
Strategies/ 401K/ IRAs/
Rollovers/ Qualified Plans/
Coverdell Education Savings

Gary Gerken, LUTFC
Registered Representative

Insurance & Financial Services
*Securities offered through Farmers
Financial Solutions, LLC, Member
FINRA & SIPC

212 N. Broadway, Walters, OK
580-228-3533 « 580-875-3314

M J T[’ral| 2 Senvieey, LLC

580-658-6510
166494 Heffington Rd, Marlow, OK
mmtrailerservice@yahoo.com

H |TCH ES I *Gooseneck *Receiver *5th Wheel* I
See us for all your tradler part; hook-up & flooring needs!
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Shelby Trailey Flooring) "
For Inquiries: sSs

mmtrailerservice@yahoo.com
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*Repairs, Maintenance <Brakes, Lights, Wiring
*Sand Blast & Paint *DOT Inspections *Hook-ups
*Floors- Shelby X-Lug, Tongue & Groove, Plank or Wood
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Now offering in-office teeth
whitening for only $99 using

Sinsational Smile!

>

A

JUAN . LOPEZ, DDS
NIONGUSIVIEN BUENTISTRY LU
SENVINGIOUCOMMUMIYAOTE/ A EArs
OISRV UTEIBIVURLIBWIOTT RS

ukallsurritnsr lane!
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FAMILY CARE

580.875.5622

SCHEDULE NOW 580-536-9647
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Your pool pump will run up your power bill

By Heath Morgan

Temperatures are on the climb, and
that means pool use is in full summer
swing. A swimming pool can be a won-
derful addition to any home, but the cost
associated with owning and maintaining
your pool can add up quickly. Accord-
ing to thinkprogress.org, the average
homeowner maintaining a pool year-
round can expect to use about 49% more
electricity than a home without one. In-
creased electrical use comes from pump
operation (filtration) in addition to pool
heating, automatic cleaners and lighting.
Yearly operating cost can average around
$300, but can exceed $700 in some cases.
We have put together a list of some sim-
ple savings tips to make your pool more
energy efficient.

Upgrade to avariable speed pool pump.
With the annual cost of pump operation
alone running $200 to $300, major sav-
ings are possible with this upgrade. Tra-
ditional single-speed pumps operate at
full-throttle, which isn’t always neces-
sary. Variable-speed pumps can oper-

Plant the right tree in right place

Trees planted too close to
power lines grow into a
BIG problem. To prevent 40 ft ==
power outages and safety
bhazards, these trees need
to be trimmed and some-

50 ft m—

30 ft —

20 ft s
times removed. Do your
part to keep trees healthy
and prevent power out-

10 ft m—

ate at multiple
speed  settings
depending on
what is needed.
Controlling the
pump  speed

also means the

ability to con-

Heath Morgan, trol the energy
Energy Efficiency ~ yse.  Variable
Coordinator

speed  pumps
can use 30-45%
less energy than a standard single-speed
pump.

Automate the operation of your pool
systems. The installation of an electrical
timer on systems such as the filtration
pump or automatic cleaners can signifi-
cantly lower your energy use. For most
residential swimming pools, filtering the
water once daily is sufficient. Normally,
this can be accomplished with only 8
hours of run time daily. If your pump is
currently set to run nonstop, your pool is
being filtered three or more times daily.
This also means you are using three times

Trees with mature height >40'tall
50"away

as much energy as needed. The addition
of a timer can limit pump use to what is
truly required. You can also set your au-
tomatic pool cleaner to operate in con-
junction with your filtration pump to
optimize use. Set your systems to operate
at night to lessen the load on the equip-
ment, and avoid summer peak times.

Maintain your pool’s water filtration
system. Regular maintenance of your
filtration system can lessen the load on
your pool’s pump. With multiple filter
options, speak to your pool professional
to determine what is the best option for
you.

Solar covers. Solar pool covers are
available in a variety of forms and price
points. Solar covers save money by pre-
venting water and heat loss from evapo-
ration. These covers can reduce water
loss by 30-60% according to intheswim.
com. You will also lower the percentage
of heat loss attributed to evaporation and
save on chemicals used to treat replace-
ment water.

Be aware of pool heater operation.

Turn the pool heater down when not
in use. Just like the thermostat setting
in your home, the setting on your pool
heater can affect your electric bill. Rec-
ommended settings for pools are 78-80
degrees for active swimming, and 82-84
degrees for recreational use. Raising the
water temperature by just one degree
can cost an additional 10-30%. There are
also a number of new methods of heating
your pool to ask about during your next
scheduled maintenance.

Upgrade pool lighting to LED. LED
lighting for pools and spas is the most
energy efficient option available. These
lights can save 80% or more over conven-
tional lighting systems, and can last three
times as long.

Much like many other systems in your
home, regularly scheduled maintenance
by qualified professionals can save you
some serious money in the long run.
Talk to your pool maintenance contrac-

tor about these and other upgrades to
determine what will work best for your

pool.

20"away

Mature trees <40'tall

Small trees & shrubs <25'tall
within 20’

SHOWMAN'S CHOICE

FOR ALL YOUR HORSE TACK
& SHOW SUPPLY NEEDS.

HOURS MON-FRI 8:00-5:30
SAT 10:00-2:00

1205 SW SHERIDAN RD
LAWTON, OK 73505
580-355-7469

FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

ages. Always plant trees a

safe distance from power
distribution lines.

VM crews make way for pole changes
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Within 20 ft (but not under lines)

We Service All Major Brands of
Electric & Portable Welders
Warranty — Service - Parts

Cotton  Electric’s  Vegetation
Management (VM) program is a
proactive effort to ensure quality
power delivery. Aggressive and pre-
ventive vegetation management is a
good value to the co-op’s members
from a service and an economic per-
spective. Keeping trees away from
power lines is also a matter of safety.

Scott Crew, vegetation manage-
ment coordinator for Cotton Elec-
tric, oversees an in-house crew and
several contract crews in the year-
round effort to clear trees and pre-
vent regrowth.

He said all tree-clearing crews
make every effort to contact land
and home owners in person as they
move into an area. In some cases,
they will leave bright-colored door
hangers either at the house or tied
to a gate post.

“Please call the number on the
hanger or call me at 580-875-4224.
Plan to leave a message,” he said,
noting that he is likely to be out on
the job.

After trees are cleared, crews re-
turn to the area at regularly sched-

ROW

update

uled intervals to apply a specially
formulated herbicide that will pre-
vent tree growth while protecting
grasses. Spraying is done only during
the growing season.

Wet weather has slowed efforts
to clear vegetation along the north
Hulen circuit. Crews will return to
the area as it dries out.

During the second quarter of
the year, Northeast Rural Services
(NRS) will have two crews working
in the east Walters circuit of Cotton
Electric’s service territory in prepa-
ration for contractors coming to
remove bad poles. They will be pri-
oritizing the clearing of vegetation
to improve power quality and make
room for pole changeouts.

The VM department is working
around the lines serving the Dun-
can Lake areas. As always, Cotton’s

vegetation management crews will
work with district linemen on VM
clearing where needed throughout
the service area.

Scott Crew said his crews are al-
ways looking for land and home
owners in need of free untreated
wood chips. Because these chips are
untreated, it is not recommended to
use them next to a structure.

Landowners looking for mate-
rial to help with erosion problems
may want to contact the co-op, too.
With the skid steer, the VM crew
can deliver stumps and other debris
too large to chip or mulch.

Chips and large debris will be de-
livered to members nearest the day’s
work location. Work crews will de-
liver wood chips only to members
they can reach by phone and whose
location is nearest the day’s work.
There is no guarantee a member will
receive wood chips at any particular
time.

Leave a message at 580-875-4224
to have your name added to the list
of members willing to take wood

chips.

109 Bois D’Arc, Duncan
www.WelderRepair.net

580-255-0207
welderrepairs@att.net
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Insurance, it’s probably the only thing you keep paying for
that you hope you never have to use. But when an unfortunate
situation does occur, you shouldn’t have to fight with your
insurance provider to get the claim award you deserve.

At Bartling, we’re always on your side and we’ll do everything
we can to expedite any claim you make in a timely manner.
We're also proud to say that we offer the finest coverage
for your health, your home, automobile and commercial
property.

Put the strength of a solid performer behind you. Call us
now for a free, no obligation, price quote assessment of your
current insurance needs.

24

INSURANCE

Comanche Waurika
580-439-8809 580-228-2085

UNCOMFORTABLE?

NEW & REBUILD

* ALTERNATORS
* STARTERS

Does your home have any of these symptoms?

0 Rooms that get too hot or too cold? O Dust buildup within 2 days of dusting?
* WINCH & 0 High utility bills? 0 Problems with your system since it’s been
BALE SPIKE 0 Thermostat wars with your spouse? installed?
MOTORS o High humidity in summer? 0O Anyone with allergies or asthma?
; o 0 House just never seems comfortable? 0 AC starts and stops frequently or runs all
Rebuilding For: O There doesn’t seem to be enough airflow? the time, and house is still not cool?

] Truck  Tractor
Forklift »« Oil Field

I ndustrial and
Heavy Equipment

0 Have been told by other contractors that the problem cannot be fixed?

If you answered YES to any of these questions, we can help!

HYDRAULIC
CYLINDERS
REPACKED

MID CONTINENT

517 W. Bois D’Arc
Duncan, OK 73533

580-255-3867
Matt Rogers 580-656-3989

Pippin Brothers has specialists that can pinpoint and correct these problems and, in many cases, you
don’t even have to replace your equipment, with the solution usually being easier and costing a lot
less than you may think. There is no other contractor in Lawton more qualified than Pippin Brothers at
diagnosing and correcting these annoying, inconvenient, unhealthy, comfort-compromising and energy-
wasting concerns. Call us today and let us make your home Feel As Good As It Looks! After all,
your home is your largest investment and you and your family deserve to be comfortable - don’t you?

PIPPIN

BROTHERS

T A CTRR

Call Today:
580-248-7924

www.PippinBrothers.com

“Comfort Without Compromise”

FLLAR[ M
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QUIZ

" NOW=JULY 27
e 7PM=-11PM -
A. once a week

B. twice a year BE AN INSTANT WINNER

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY!
C. once a month

Enjoy the hot summer nights
with cool cash and prizes!
Earn, swipe and win up to

A. True 25 e-drawing entries,
Comanche Credit and Cash
B. False every Friday & Saturday.
See Comanche Rewards Club for details.
A. Outdoors

SCHO0L o

CUPPLIESNS
DRIVE Sy, -

B. Near other electrical equipment
C. Near water

DONATE TODAY
A. True AMD EARN
COMAMCHE
B. False

CREDIT! o)
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A. Power lines
B. Pad-mounted transformers
C. Neither A or B - both are dangerous
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DRAWINGS EVERY HOUR
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Earn e-drawing entries for your chance to
pick & prize from the game board!
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APP & RECEIVE g7 |
BONUS OFFERS ! ™
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COMANCHE STAR

CASINO

263171 Highway 53
Walters, OK 73572
ComancheStarCasino.com

Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the moment
you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works: ﬁ @ Yy
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the num- COMANCHE

bers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column
A ’ )

and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already FQyE&? Qé‘s : QQ

provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! COMANCHE COMANCHE SPUR

CASINO CASINO

Editor’s Note:
. . . . See Comanche Rewards Club for details.
For 2019 we will be alternating between crossword and sudoku puzzles to challenge the mind differently Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-522-4700.

each month. The crossword puzzle will be back in August. For now, test your skills with this sudoku.
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Buffalo Macaroni and
Cheese Burger

Prep time: 5 minutes
Cook time: 25 minutes
Servings: 8

e e 1 pound ground beef
l m I u m m r 1 pound Bob Evans Original Roll Sausage
1 package (20 ounces) Bob Evans Macaroni
and Cheese
8 hamburger buns

1 package crumbled blue cheese (optional)
4 teaspoons Buffalo sauce
In large mixing bowl, blend ground beef and

sausage; divide into eight patties.

FAMILY FEATURES grilled favorites, such as burgers. Youcan ~ homemade taste. In addition to topping On grill over medium heat, cook burgers on each
ummer is typically a busy time for ~ even make meals on the grill your own burgers, these sides can be used as an side until no longer pink in center and internal
families, making those moments by putting twists on a classic, such as ingredient in appetizers like Crunchy temperature reaches 160 F, about 15 minutes.
you spend together all the more Barbecue Macaroni and Cheese Burgers or  Jalapeno Potato Poppers and Pulled
precious. The hustle and bustle Buffalo Macaroni and Cheese Burgers. Pork Mac and Cheese Sliders, which are . .

of the season doesn’t have to mean Another time-saving tip: Consider perfect for snacking on while catching Instructions.

sacrificing wholesome meals, however. refrigerated side dish options like up on the events of the day. Place patties on buns and top each with 1/4 cup

Take advan.tage of the warm weather mashed potatoes and macaroni and ~_Find more recipes and time-saving macaroni and cheese, 1/2 teaspoon Buffalo sauce and
and step outside the kitchen to focus on cheese from Bob Evans Farms, which ideas to make the most of grilling season ) ) ) ]
enjoying the outdoors with family around  are ready in just six minutes and provide  at BobEvansGrocery.com. sprinkle with blue cheese, if desired.

PLASH

POOLS & SPAS
35 Years Experience ;_ ]
* STATEWIDE CONSTRUCTION » &\ " JF SECOND MONDAY TRADE DAYS

takes place the weekend prior to the
second Monday of every month.

NEXT TRADE
Business Hwy 287 & DATE S

Hwy 81 (Wise Street),

- ‘ Bowie, TX 76230 FOLLOW
940-872-4861 US
Hﬂd'l‘im ABOVE GROUND, SEMI-INGROUND. 2ndmondayTradeDays
poms omart swimming, green living.

249 E. Gore Bivd., Lawton  580-353-6763 Information Hours | Event Hours

9a.m.-5:30 p.m. M-F @ 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sat. =

EMAIL: SPLASHWATERSS@YAHOO.COM WWW_ B OW I ET EXAS - O RG

: ’} Serving the heating, cooling and overall home comfort needs of our friends and neighbors
/)/W . . . . .
,:J AT LA here in Duncan and Chickasha has been a family affair for four generations. DeHart has
NG ™ Z./“ G ";;/' got your needs covered — from air conditioning repair and installation, to designing and
}4 g . installing a geothermal system for energy savings, we are the local experts. We can even
%W since 1920 help you settle the debate over central air vs mini split, and which will be better for your
ENGINEERING SERVICE & CONTRACTING home or business! Stay more comfortable in your Oklahoma home or commercial property
without breaking the bank on your monthly energy bills
— call DeHart for all your HVAC repair needs.

Heat macaroni and cheese according to package

- gl e >

LENNOX)

i ey NP e

Cotton Electric Co-Op Rebates Available On: *16 Seer, 17 Seer, 18 Seer(+) Air Source
Heat Pumps. *New Water Heaters And Mini-Splits. *New Geo-Thermal Systems &
Replacement Systems. *$50 Rebate For Ac Tune Up.

Dehart Air Conditioning offers preventative maintenance plans to keep systems healthy!

srice@dehartair.com *Rebates Available in many OMPA Member cities *Restrictions apply
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Barbecue Macaroni and Cheese Burger 1/2 cup French fried onion straws

Prep time: 5 minutes
Cook time: 25 minutes
Servings: 8

In large mixing bowl, blend ground beef and sausage;
divide into eight patties.

On grill over medium heat, cook burgers on each
side until no longer pink in center and internal
temperature reaches 160 F, about 15 minutes.

Heat macaroni and cheese according to package
instructions.

Place patties on buns and top each with 1/4 cup
macaroni and cheese, 2 teaspoons barbecue sauce and
fried onion straws.

1 pound ground beef

1 pound Bob Evans Original Roll Sausage

1 package (20 ounces) Bob Evans Macaroni
and Cheese

8 hamburger buns

4 tablespoons barbecue sauce

In bowl of food processor, pulse tortilla chips to fine
crumbs or place chips in large, zip-top bag and smash
using rolling pin. Pour crumbs into shallow bowl.

Beat eggs and pour into separate shallow bowl.
Set aside.

In fryer or Dutch oven, heat oil to 350 F.

Remove mashed potato scoops from refrig-
erator and roll into balls. Roll each mashed potato

Crunchy Jalapeno Potato Poppers

Prep time: 25 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Servings: 48

1 package (24 ounces) Bob Evans
Original Mashed Potatoes

1 cup Monterey Jack cheese, shredded ball in flour. tappi ff
, tapping off excess. Once potato balls

‘11 (C)?II:I Cs?saflli’cigef;ii:reﬂ:feie’ SB:sediea(iine d are coated in flour, dip each into egg, allowing

8 ounces taco ﬂ]a vof ed tOIl,'tiIiﬁl chips excess to drip off, then into tortilla chip crumbs,

2 laree egas P making sure to coat evenly. Set on clean baking
6.8 t ge g8 . sheet. Discard excess flour, egg and tortilla chip

-8 tablespoons vegetable oil crumbs
1/3 cup all-purpose flour :

In hot oil, fry small batches of mashed potato
poppers until golden brown, 30-40 seconds. Remove
from fryer and place on paper towel to drain excess
oil. Repeat until all poppers are cooked. Serve hot
with sour cream, if desired.

sour cream (optional)

Stir together cold mashed potatoes with Monterey

Jack and cheddar cheeses and diced jalapenos.
Scoop 48 tablespoonfuls of potato mixture and

place on parchment- or wax paper-lined baking

sheet. Refrigerate 15-20 minutes. Note: To reheat poppers, bake 6-8 minutes at 350 E

Pulled Pork Mac and Cheese Sliders

Recipe courtesy of Karly Campbell of Buns in My
Oven

Prep time: 15 minutes

Cook time: 10 minutes

Servings: 12

1 teaspoon dried parsley

Heat oven to 350 F.

In microwave, warm pulled pork according to
package instructions.

Slice rolls in half. Place bottom halves of slider
rolls in 9-by-13-inch baking dish and top each
with pulled pork.

Microwave macaroni and cheese according to
package directions and spoon evenly over pork on
each sandwich roll.

Drizzle barbecue sauce over sandwiches.

Lay cheese in two rows of three over sliders.

Top with top halves of slider rolls.

Stir dry rub into butter. Spoon evenly over tops
of sandwiches. Sprinkle with parsley.

Bake, uncovered, 10 minutes.

1 pound pre-packaged, fully cooked
pulled pork in sauce
12 slider rolls
1 package (20 ounces) Bob Evans
Macaroni and Cheese
tablespoons barbecue sauce
slices cheddar cheese
1 tablespoon barbecue dry rub
1/4 cup butter, melted

2-3

Monk fruit sweetens safely; nutritional value unknown

In 2010, monk fruit sweetener received
the designation of Generally Recognized
as Safe by the United States Food and
Drug Administration. It is considered a
non-nutritive sweetener, meaning it adds
sweetness without a significant amount of
calories.

Monk fruit sweetener comes in liquid
and in powdered form, and in addition
to being added to hundreds of different
foods, it can also be found in the artificial
sweetener section of the grocery store.

Monk fruit is a gourd from South
China. It has been used for centuries in
Chinese medicine and food recipes. It is

purported to have been originally culti-
vated by monks, hence the common name
“monk fruit.”

It grows on avine and is green and round
with fine hairs covering the outside. When
fresh, it is crushed for liquid sweetener.
When dried, it is steeped or ground for
powdered sweetener.

The sweetening effect of monk fruit
does not come from sugar; it comes from
a chemical component of the fruit called
mogroside. Mogroside is 100 to 250 times
sweeter than sugar. It has been shown to
have antioxidant and antidiabetic effects
in animal models.

USDA

E??earlhqg;

Starlite Welding Supplies

Village
Apartments
........... TDD 711

Torch & Regulator Repair
Welder-Torch Kit Specials

401 E. James, Sterling, OK
(580) 215-4762

2 or 3 Bedroom Apartments
Central Heat & Alr,
Stove & Refrigerator,
Carpet & Mini Blinds, On-Site Laundry.
Rental Assistance available for
qualified applications

@

1 Yr. Cylinder Lease $40.95
SPECIALS on Welders/Generators

506 Industrial Ave.--By Duncan Cemetery

NEW MOBILE HOMES
Below Market Price

built especially for you.
We deliver and set up on

SYCAMORE HOMES

www.sycamoretrail.com

Research in humans reveals similar asso-
ciations but other than establishing that it
is safe for humans to consume, the health
benefits of monk fruit remain controver-
sial.

If you are trying to reduce calories in
your diet, monk fruit sweetener is a safe
option. Food manufacturers are finding
that the flavor profile of monk fruit sweet-
ener is preferred over other non-nutritive

Kim Bandelier, MPH, RD, LD

sweeteners.

Based on current research, there is not F d
enough data to encourage the use of monk 00
fruit sweetener over others inn terms of For

health benefits.

THOUGHT

% Dozer-Trackhoe
Service

Pond, Terraces, Tree Clearing,
Building Pads, NRCS Work, etc.

For estimate on your job call Jeff

580-357-1850 580-704-2226

If you have the land,
we have a NEW
manufactured home

your property!

|
v, [ (]

» C Purlin 3"-10"

« 2.3/18 x B8' Posts

» 2718 cut post

* Structural Pipe

« B & Ag Sheet Panel,
Various Colors

HUD Section 8 Accepted. Mon.-Fri., 8 am -5 pm; Sat., 8 am -12 noon
This institution is an equal ) Home-owned by Kenneth/Jeff Golay
opportunity provider & employer. Since 1991 580-252-8320
S, il \‘\
€ ¥/ =

METAL & MORE

I = Trim for Metal Buildings

Metal & More Inc. offers 30+ years of experience in the metal industry.
Our services include anything related to sheet metal work and supplies.
We can help with your farming and commercal needs, whether you are

interested in barbed wire or any other type of metal work.

, ENT OF 17H& £ i coda b gy o
. 1502 Sk 120% 5L, Lawion, 0K F350
""-'_:-'.'-"""'..-.|=*I=-'_-.-- wlrriee

+ Sheet Metal

» Square & Rectangle tubing
* Angle, Channel & Flat Iron
* Fencing, Barbwire, Rebar

& Much More!
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\ 'DETAILS & PICTURES OF ALL

HIGH’S AUCTION
& REAL ESTATE SERVICE

210 N. BROADWAY, WALTERS OK
Auction, Real Estate & Appraisal
Over 60 years experience

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
509 E. South Boundary, Walters: 122 N. Broadway, Walters, OK
$115,000, 1957 sf, 3 bed 2.1 bath, $35,000: Aka: LAW FIRM. 1540
corner lot, updated roof and windows. ;qgt Ldeated interior, lheat and air,
athrooms, personal quarters, 4
: LOTS office spaces,Flioyer, wa?ting area,
Kishketon Estates: Walters: large kitchen,15x9 storage, roof being
Lots ranging in size from 16,800

replaced. Ready for business!
sqft to 33,600 sqft with room to

: LAND
put a shop. 16,800 sqft lots priced ADJACENT TO THE RED RIVER
at $15,000 or 33,600 sqft barn lots

CASINO, 155 PRIME INVESTMENT
listed at $30,000. Close proximity to

ACRES, $325,000: in an excellent
Youth Park, Kidtopia, Walters public

location for potential future
swimming pool, public tennis courts, ~ development. NE S35 T4S R13W,
basketball courts and skate park.

Cotton County: HWY 70 & 36 frontage.

AABKNARNAIA AL X MRS AN AR RRARR L RA L ) RN K

LISTINGS AT WWW.HIGHSAUCTION.COM
580-875-6500

AL RN R


http://www.sycamoretrail.com
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Cotton Electric sponsored six eighth-graders at the 2019 Youth Power Energy
Camp. Campers included: back row from left, Chance Dorough, Jess Gateley;
middle row, Libby Grace Carter, Grace Williamson, Emma Lee Youngblood and
Shaylie Fletcher. The co-op also sent Energy Efficiency Coordinator Heath Mor-
gan, front row, as a counselor.
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At left, Jess Gateley is helped into climbing hooks, gloves and a safety harness before
attempting to climb a pole during Youth Power Energy Camp. Right, Emma
Youngblood tests the safety harness.

Lawton Septic Tank
& Storm Shelter

Over 25 Years Experience ¢ Licensed, Bonded & Insured
Manufacture ¢ Installation  Inspection « Tank Pumping « Maintenance

We manufacture and install all types of septic systems
and specialize in aerobic systems.
Offer complete service or sell parts for do-it-yourselfers!
Financing available on aerobic repairs.

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm ¢ 2401 SE 45th St., Lawton

Master 24-Hour Service

580-248-3131

Let’s Get One Thing Clear...

WATER.

We can often slow or
stop leaking pondes,
with a polymer that
was developed for the
irrigation industry to
mitigate absorption into
irrigation canals.

“Call Us Today!”

Bruce Prater
580-641-1952

e

USing our proprietary blend of
[Fnatural ingredients, we can
gnificantly improye the water

80-641-0198 . clarity of your pond.

Energy Campers
power through
summer’s first week

By Karen Kaley

Gather nearly 80 ecighth-graders from
all over the state to spend four electrify-
ing days at Canyon Camp and what have
you got? Youth Power Energy Camp!

Most Oklahoma cooperatives kick off
summer with a drive to Hinton on the
day after Memorial Day. In 2019, Cotton
Electric transported six students to the
camp near Hinton, and one employee
stayed on to serve as a counselor.

Selected after an application and inter-
view process, Cotton Electric campers
included Walters students Emma Young-
blood and Shaylie Fletcher; Libby Carter
of Ryan; and Comanche students Grace
Williamson, Chance Dorough and Jess
Gately. Heath Morgan, Cotton Electric’s

¢ cnergy efficiency coordinator, was a first-

time Energy Camp counselor.
Organized by Oklahoma Association

of Electric Cooperatives (OAEC), the

camp agenda featured a set of daily goals.
The first day meant getting acquainted

# while learning about cooperatives and

contemplating life without electricity.
Activities on following days included
setting up a co-op complete with board
members and a manager; learning about
the construction, delivery and careers
associated with an electric cooperative;
climbing poles and riding truck buckets

¥ 1nd electric bikes; and playing a few real-
g ity games.

The soon-to-be freshmen also had
plenty of time for swimming, hiking and

| other games. The final night of camp fea-

tured a neon dance party complete with

. karaoke.

During the ride back to Cotton Elec-

'~ tric headquarters and in thank-you notes,

the campers offered plenty of positive
feedback.
Jess Gately said he was impressed by

the Cooperative Principles, particularly
that membership is open to all who can
use its services.

Libby Carter praised the camp and
counselors and looked to the future: “I
hope many eighth-graders to come will
also have this amazing opportunity!”

Emma Youngblood said she enjoyed
the motivational speakers and noted that
she made some forever-friends during
the week.

Shaylie Fletcher echoed the value of
meeting new people and making new
friends while learning to work well as a
team.

Grace Williamson enjoyed climbing a
pole and riding in a bucket truck in ad-
dition to hiking, swimming and playing
volleyball. “I wish I could stay here lon-
ger.”
Chance Dorough said he learned many
new things at Energy Camp and would
like to return for more fun and learning.

First-time camp counselor Heath Mor-
gan described Energy Camp as a great
experience. He was impressed by the way
OAEC’s Stacy Howeth had developed
engaging and fun ways to present infor-
mation about electric cooperatives.

“I learned about co-ops from it, too,”
he said, noting that he has been a co-op
employee for a little more than a year.

Morgan said the experience with the
students was the best part of Energy
Camp.

“It was really interesting to watch
so many young people go from being
strangers to becoming fast friends in
such a short time. They worked well as
teams and were engaged with the presen-
tations. They were full of questions.

“I think we’ll see many of them again
in a few years when they can go on Youth
Tour”

Love brought you together
As husband and wife
And gave each of you
A best friend for life

Happy 70th Wedding Anniversary!

Betty & Ellsworth Lewis are celebrating their 70th Wedding Anniversary July 24,
2019, Childhood friends and sweethearts, Betty Hollinshead and “Sunny” “EG” Lewis
were both raised in Braintree, Massachusetts and married in Watertown, New York while
EG was stationed at Camp Drum. He is retired from both the army and teaching and
she is a “semi-retired” stay-at-home mother of 6 children, 4 grandchildren, a dozen or
so great-grandchildren, fostered over 80 children and fed and housed so many friends
there’s no number that could cover it. « No formal celebration is being given, but the family
is proposing a “Card Shower”, so please, feel free to send your hearfelt good wishes to
this amazing couple at 824 E. Nevada St, Walters, OK 73572,

& MCBRIDE
CLINIC

Bradley J. Margo, MD
Jeremy Woodson, MD
Diann Johnson, APRN

SCHEDULE NOW

800.552.9270

Lawton Appointments:

www.mcboh.com

Available 5 Days a Week

100% Physician Owned
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Area teens

up to the
challenge of

Youth Tour

By Karen Kaley

Eighteen monuments. Five museums.
Four US. representatives, two senators
and two guards at the national cemetery,
all from Oklahoma. A live musical pro-
duction at the Kennedy Center, a White
House tour and a private exploration
of the Capitol building. Seventy new
friends from the Sooner State added to
more than 1,700 from across the nation.
All done in six days.

Whoo! Youth Tour!

The annual Electric Cooperative Youth
Tour is a challenge from start to finish.
At Cotton Electric, it starts with an essay
contest. Late last fall, information pack-
ets were sent to all high schools within
the service area, inviting juniors to write
an essay to answer this question: What
do find most interesting about electric
cooperatives?

A total of 92 essays were entered from
eight schools. The challenge was a three-

part process including evaluation, inter-
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From left, Aryanna North, Colby Gilpen, Jessie Bone and Aurelia Holguin pause for a “Co-op Photo Op”
outside the U.S. Capitol.

view and oral presentation.

First, there was writing a good essay of
about 600 words. The top 25 essay-writ-
ers had to respond well to judges when
asked about themselves and their sub-
missions. Finally, the top 10 were asked
to recite their essays in front of three
more judges and a room full of parents,
teachers and cooperative employees and
board members.

Judges of the final round selected four
students exhibiting excellent speak-
ing ability, knowledge of subject, poise,
personality and appearance: Jessie Bone
of Walters High School; Colby Gilpen,
Lawton MacArthur; Aurelia Holguin,
Marlow High School, and Aryanna
North, Central High High School.

The payoff for meeting those challeng-
es was a one-week expenses-paid trip to
Washington, D.C. The daily agenda was
packed with activities from sunup to sun-
down during a hot, humid - sometimes
rainy — week in the nation’s capital.

Herpry F i i
AP

I E U gy 704
Brwing L

| am proud to announce that |’ ve recently joined
Turner Land Company LLC asanew agent!
Turner Land Company LLC has over 48 years of
experience and specializesin the purchase, sale
and management of rural land in Oklahoma. In
this new adventure, I will be helping people find
the property of their dreams! Asa native to this
area, and alife-timefarm and ranch gal, | look
forward to combining ...that knowledge with my
knowledge and experience of the financial industry
to make the buying process simple and stress free
for my customers. Turner Land Company has
all the appeal and proximity of alocal broker,
but with the time-tested experience of a national
company. I'm excited to join this team and serve
my community and surrounding areaiin this
newest endeavor. #urnerlandcompany #letme-
helpyouachieveyourdream

Turner Land Company Welcomes Krissie Gordon

URNER
ANDROMPANY

Farm and Ranch Sales and Auclions
Helping yow find the property of yowr dreams!

krissie.g gordon @gmail.com

www.turnerlandcompany.com

LLC

Organized by the Oklahoma Associa-
tion of Electric Cooperatives (OAEC),
Youth Tour packs as much as possible
into a day of orientation and six days out
of state. The break-neck touring pace be-
gan with a 3 a.m. wake-up call to catch a
plane out of Will Rogers World Airport.

Stacy Howeth, the OAEC Director
of Member Services, along with the es-
sential assistance of Members Services
Specialist Nikki Bode, had arranged the
entire adventure for 71 students, two
teachers and eight chaperones. They pur-
chased airplane tickets, set the agenda,
purchased more tickets for admissions
and events, arranged transportation,
designed t-shirts ...
challenge.

they were up to the

So was everyone else on the trip. “Our
group was awesome, Howeth said.

“We made many changes to the agenda
— avoiding rain! — had to deal with sever-
al different levels of security, had incon-
sistent meal times, early wake-up calls,

. But our students and
chaperones were flexible, respectful and
absolutely a joy to have on the trip.”

The students must have felt it was a joy,
too. Asked what she had gained, Jessie
“More friends!” but
she also noted the trip was an eye-open-
ing view of the political side of society.

Colby Gilpen said the trip was all he
thought it would be and more. He add-
ed, “I learned a lot about our national

late room checks ..

Bone was succinct:

government.”

Aryanna North said she learned a lot
about America’s rich history and “I had
no idea that I'd see so many monuments.”

Aurelia Holguin was looking to the fu-
ture. “I gained an inner compass. I know
what I want to do and know how to get
there thanks to (US. Rep. Markwayne)
Mullen.”

Challenges met and only one remains:
How will the cooperatives of Oklahoma
make the 2020 Youth Tour experience

even better?

Crystal
Pools & Spas, LLC

513 W. Elk Ave. Duncan, OK
Call us! 580-252-7114

Have the best summer vacation,
In your own backyard!

bﬂll rog

SPAs

L0221

'L E‘L}m

Shop Our Huge
Selection of
Chemicals,
Equipment,

Toys, Parts &
Accessories!

Many Sizes
& Prices Available
for Above-Ground
Pools!

Come See Us,
We Would Be Glad To Help You!
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2019 Youth Tour essay topic:

What do you find most interesting
about electric cooperatives?

Editor’s note: Four area high school
Jjuniors won a trip to Washington D.C.,
in Cotton Electric’s annual Youth Tour
essay contest. Each of the essays will ap-
pear in The Current.

It’s December 26, and while I envi-
sion a white Christmas, I feel as though
Oklahoma winters have turned to tropi-
cal summers of a remote island. The
rain is unbelievable, not a mist, but a
monsoon. Before all is said and done,
over five inches of rain flooded areas
for miles, and as expected, numerous
downed power lines and outages. As we
load the pickup to check cattle, fences
and the welfare of elderly neighbors, I
can already spot bucket trucks making
their way across the countryside. You see,
rural electric, actually all electricity, is at
a standstill for the moment. While this is
only a day after Christmas, the linemen
and their families realize their holiday
break and plans will be on hold until the
community power is restored to normal
— aselfless act that supports Cotton Elec-
tric’s seventh principle: concern for com-
munity.

I live on a farm, so unexpected weath-
er of any sort calls for immediate atten-
tion to our cattle and other livestock to
ensure their safety. I am overwhelmed
at the realization of the responsibility
linemen have during every outage, in any

weather or event and on any given day. I
am amazed at the selfless mentality they
possess. The situation lent itself to a con-
versation about Cotton Electric and ru-
ral electric cooperatives.

It was surprising to realize how much
rural electric is used in the farm set-
ting. I always thought Oklahoma rural
cooperatives only served farm areas in
the country, but was surprised to find
that Cotton Electric has grown from
the original (150) members in 1938 to
more than 20,000 meters along 5,169
miles in southwest Oklahoma. Coopera-
tives make up 42 percent of the nation’s
electric distribution lines to include 42
million people in 47 states! Although I
attend a city school, I live in the country
on a farm filled with animals and acres of
open pasture lands. I am extremely ap-
preciative that the cooperative’s efforts in

Thursday 8 a.m.

Stockers, Feeders, Cows, Bulls

800-926-9696

TOCKMAN

Livestock Marketing,

Apache Auction Market

Apache Video

Wednesday 10 a.m.
580-588-3840

KLAHOMA

& Pairs

Inc.

“We Sell Land

& Anything On It"

T

Specializing in Farms, Ranches, Commarcial
Properties and Agricultural Equipment

Over 35 years of Finance

& Real Eslate Experience.
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Use energy

Wule

wisely.

353-6443

Custom Butchering
and Processing

In Business Since 1911
(formerly Lud Mieling)

603 East “F” -
(Across Street from Sears Service Center)

Colby Gilpen
Lawton MacArthur High School

1939 to continue to stretch power to ru-
ral homes like mine. The fee at inception
was $5, and perhaps the best money ever
spent to light up the first 150 homes
along 109 miles. Cotton Electric’s val-
ues and beliefs from their origin remain
steady with members owning the co-
operative and actively participating in
policy and decision-making. Members
are elected to the board and democrati-
cally make decisions. Just last month,
linemen came out to work on a line
that was hanging too low on the light
poles in our corrals and made repairs
that assisted us in our show calf care and
preparations. Washing and blowing out
animals in the barns would be impossible
without electricity. The electric coopera-
tives are relentless in their efforts to im-
prove technology and lead the industry.
The recent signing of the Trump Farm
Bill Act was a huge win for rural America
and co-ops alike, allowing better service
for all members.

I am mesmerized by the old-school
mentality encompassed in the coopera-
tive’s seven principles to include working
with and for the community. Over a to-
tal of $12 million has been returned to
members as their share in margins as part
of the third co-op principle: members’
economic participation. That is stagger-

ing! I've personally experienced their
community efforts involving schools, ed-

Lawton Meat

Processing

's
‘\.. \l

Cooperative values make me proud

ucation and the practice of giving back.
We show cattle each year at the Okla-
homa Youth Expo and the State Fair,
both large livestock shows in Oklahoma
City. The electric cooperatives are recog-
nized as proud corporate sponsors of this
huge event. In addition, my parents are
participants in Cotton Electric’s Opera-
tion Round Up program. The program
is effective by rounding up members’
monthly bill to the next dollar and then
donating the extra change to individu-
als or groups in need. I have been to the
yearly meetings with my grandparents
and am very excited this year to have an
opportunity to possibly represent south-
west Oklahoma at Washington, D.C., on
the Rural Electric Youth Tour.

I pause in silence as we finish putting
the last clip on the fence that folded over
due to the debris in the floodwaters. I can
hear the cooperative’s trucks in the dis-
tance and a sense of pride rushes over me.
Too many times in today’s society, we do
not take time to concern ourselves with
others, and yet Cotton Electric Coopera-
tive, my cooperative, is a huge advocate
of just that. I often question my plans be-
yond high school. While I am uncertain
of specifics,  hope to work in an exciting,
service-oriented industry that will instill
pride in my heart. The values electric co-
operatives encompass easily puts them
on my list.

X \OW Real Esz‘af
]

205 W. Main, Marlow

580-658-2295

“Selling our listings, would like to sell yours.”

s

to go the “Extra Mile” for you

www.marlowrealestate.com

Always Ready

IS

www.realtor.com

Lawton, OK

Debbie Lynn Benton
Broker/Owner GRI
Cell: 580-658-1177

debbie@marlowrealestate.com

Is Your Water Safe?

Give Your Back a Break...Stop Adding Salt to Your Softener

Minerals in your water form scale deposits that build up inside your
pipes, water heater, shower heads, and other water using equipment like

cholesterol in your arteries.

These deposits significantly decrease the

efficiency of your plumbing systems. Drinking water and icemakers are
also negatively affected, as are health quality of water and taste. Hard
water is not safe for you, your family or your home.

Benefits of a No-Salt Water Conditioning System:

1 Maintain healthy calcium & magnesium levels
1 No sodium added to water

0 No waste water vs. up to 10,000 gallons per
year with salt softeners

1 No environmental discharge of salt or chemicals

1 Reduces iron staining

[ Extends appliance life by 50% or more
[ Descales inside of pipes & water heater
[ Cleaner bodies, clothes, and dishes
125% or more reduced detergent use

I Clothing will last longer

[ Cleaner more refreshing water

I Improves water heater efficiency and thus lowers energy bills

Call Today
580-248-7924
www.PippinBrothers.com

PIPPIN

BROTHERS

PLLTSER] M e IS TN = APR OOMN DTN RG

COTTON

ELECTRIC CO-OP

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative )(t)(
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11th Annual
Cotton Electric
Charitable Foundation

Summer Classic

ERRITORY

All America Bank Ford Roofing
Generac
Makita

Anixter
CFC

Special thanks

tO OuUr Sponsors:

Targa
Tilley Group
Utility Plus, Inc

City Mart Energy Powers Heat &Air

CoBank

Arkansas Electric Co-ops
Cotton Electric Services
Duncan Regional Hospital
Hornbeek Vitali & Braun

Stifel Nicolaus

JH Davidson & Associates
Kempton Group / MaxCare
NRS-Northeast Rural Services
Western Farmers Electric Co-op

Tournament raises funds for CECF

Mild temperatures and a light breeze made for a
pleasant outing when 94 golfers turned out for the
Cotton Electric Charitable Foundation Summer Clas-
sic on June 24 at The Territory Golf and Country Club
in Duncan.

The 11th year for the event drew 24 teams that were
divided into two flights. Scorecard playoffs determined
placings in a tie in the Championship Flight.

The team of Josh Wolverton, Clint Powell, Mo May-
field and Keaton Mullenix, representing Stifel, Nico-
laus & Company, placed first with a score of 52 in the
Championship Flight. The team boosted the result of
the fundraising event by donating winnings back to
Cotton Electric Charitable Foundation.

Second place was awarded to the team of Jeff Elroy,
Ethan Elroy, Jeff Jones and Zach Dennis, representing

City Mart Energy and also scoring a 55.

The team of Austin Partida, Blake Bechtel, Jason
Darey and Andrew Rawdon, representing Generac, was
third in the flight with a score of 57.

First place in “A” Flight was awarded to the South-
west Rural Electric Cooperative team composed of
Kelby Boyd, Justin Marsh, Colton Wolfe and Mike
Wolfe. The team scored a 62.

Second place went to the team of Steve Robinson,
Bobby Whan and Megan Hooper. Representing Cor-
nish Construction, the team scored a 63.

The team of James Branscum, Rick Allred, Terry
Dennis and Kent Huddleston, representing Targa Re-
sources, filled the third-place slot with a score of 64.

Closest to pin awards went to Mark Scott on the
fourth hole; Scott Crew, eighth hole; Press Mahaftey,

13th hole; and Scott Overstreet, 17th hole.

Megan Hooper had the women’s longest drive, and
Jacob Caldwell won the men’s longest drive.

“We would like to express our appreciation to the
players who took time to support this great cause and
to the hole sponsors and contributors who continue to
help make the tournament a success,” said Bryce Hoop-
er, vice president of marketing and subsidiary services
for Cotton Electric.

“We would also like to thank Russ Davies and his
staff at The Territory for having the course in excellent
shape and always going out of their way to take care of
our tournament participants,” Hooper said.

Proceeds are expected to exceed $11,000. Cotton
Electric Charitable Foundation will distribute proceeds
to organizations and individuals in need.

Second-quarter grants benefit children and their advocates

Pennies, nickels, dimes and
quarters — set enough of them
aside on a regular basis, and the
coins add up to dollars. That’s
how Operation Round Up
works.

Most Cotton Electric mem-
bers participate in ORU, in
which power bills are rounded
up to the nearest dollar. The
amount rounded up can be as
little as 1 cent and is never more
than 99 cents. On average, each
participating member contrib-
utes about $6 each year.

The funds are pooled and ad-
ministered by the Cotton Elec-
tric Charitable Foundation, a
board of directors that meets
quarterly to consider grant ap-
plications. The board consists
of Jennifer Meason, the co-op’s
CEO; Ken Layn, president of
the co-op’s board of trustees;

Audiology & Hearing AID of Duncan

*Sroving Duncan Sinee 1995

HEARING EVALUATIONS
HEARING AIDS
HEARING AID SUPPLIES

ALL BRANDS REPAIRED
*PACK OF BATTERIES-$3.00*
*ReSound Dealer*

Cynthia Reidenbach - Hearing Aid Tech
Matt Campbell - M.S., CCC-A
AUDIOLOGIST

1206 N HWY 81, STE 26B « CHISHOLM MALL, SOUTH ENTRANCE

and three representatives from
the Cotton Electric service area:
Carly Douglass, Danny Marlett
and Carter Waid.

The board met in June to
review 17 grant applications.
Grants totaling $18,760.18 will
be distributed to 10 of the ap-
plicants. All of the grants issued
this quarter happen to benefit
organizations whose projectsare
dedicated to serving the young
people in southwest Oklahoma.

Second-quarter in-
clude:

gr ants

Cameron University Founda-
tion: A grant of $1,675 to cover
the cost of tickets to the science
museum and materials to build
rocket and model airplanes dur-
ing the summer STEM academy.

CASA of Southwest Okla-
homa Inc.: A grant of $2,102.27
will go toward the purchase of

computer equipment that will

help the agency expand services
into Cotton and Tillman coun-
ties in addition to work they do
in Stephens, Jefferson and Co-
manche counties.

Chisholm  Trail Heritage
Center: A $500 grant will al-
low CTHC to maintain and
increase outreach to students in
a 100-mile radius of the facility
in Duncan.

Duncan Area Literacy Coun-
cil: A $1,200 grant will purchase
900 children’s books to be hand-

ed out during events in Stephens

County.

Gabriel’s House Inc.: A grant
of $1,529.74 will purchase an
AED equipped with child-sized
pads and a storage cabinet.

Make-A-Wish ~ Oklahoma:
A $2,500 grant will go toward
granting the wish of a critically-
ill child in the Cotton Electric
service territory.

Regional Food Bank of Okla-
homa: Kids Backpack programs
in the area will benefit from a
$3,500 CECF grant.

Safe Center (formerly known
as Women’s Haven): While
clients are receiving services,
their children will have a safe
and engaging place to play in
a yard that includes a wooden
swing set purchased with a $499
CECEF grant.

Sterling Public Schools: Sci-

ence labs will be more robust

with equipment and supplies
purchased using a $2,254.17
CECEF grant.

Tillman County Fair Board:
Uses for the concession area of
the fair barn in Grandfield will
increase after a concrete floor is
installed using a $3,000 CECF
grant.

CECF hasawarded or pledged
grants totaling $1,177,108.35
since the foundation was estab-
lished in 2004.

Applications for 2019 third-
quarter grants are due Sept. 10.
Downloadable applications are
available at CottonElectric.com.

Operation Round Up is a vol-
untary program and members
may opt out at any time by call-
ing or sending a letter or email
stating the account holder’s
name, account number and the
request to be removed.

z ;:”5 3 bedroom home, 96'x50" Metal shop w/concrete OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

é Iy floor. 103'x80’ quanset barn w/2 sheds, w/concrete Residential ; Estimates

= e floors, nice set of cattle working facilities, hyrdaulic Commercial ' Remodeling

E squeeze chute, Cotton County Rural Water on 3 Industrial New Construction
3 sides of section, fenced & cross fenced. 24 hour Service
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<HEARING AIDS3

5380-252-9005

FOR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY
640 Acres ¢ Cotton County Land

For more information contact:
Terry Brink 580-335-4126

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Kerr, Owners

" HOLT ELECTRIC

580-365-4147

\ P-O. Box 131 * Sterling OK 73567*Lic#OK10531 /
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We have all your
Fertilizer Seed
& Chemical Needs
available along with
custom applications.
@
Goodyear - Titan Tires

Tractor*Implement*Truck*Pickup*Car

Thanks for Your Business!
Leroy and Mark Geis

597-3316 or 597-2522

SI77LE 5D
+BBQ

BOOST your internet
speed to the next level or
higher and be entered to

win a BBQ Grill! ’

f
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FORKLIFTS & EQUIPMENT

Sales ¢ Service ¢ Parts ¢ Rentals

BUY ¢ SELL « TRADE

Financing Available

View our Inventory

40 ft. SHIPPING CONTAINERS

Starting at $31 00 pelivered

ough July 31, 2018. Winner

wn at beginning of August.

Some restrictions apply. Where
service available.

517 W. Bois D’Arc
Duncan, OK 73533

580-255-3867
Matt Rogers 580-656-3989
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