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The power cost adjust-
ment now being applied 
to bills mailed after July 
1, 2013, is $0.00651 per 
kWh.

On a member’s aver-
age bill of 1500 kilowatt 
hours (kWh), this will 
amount to a charge of 
$9.76 on the July bill.

Day High Low Avg.
 1 85 46 66
 2 53 33 43
 3 68 29 49
 4 70 31 51
 5 69 45 57
 6 78 41 60
 7 85 50 68
 8 90 58 74
 9 77 61 69
10 75 55 65
11 82 49 66
12 80 47 64
13 92 49 71
14 91 54 73
15 78 62 70
Source: srh.noaa.gov/oun/

Day High Low Avg.
16 77 60 69
17 89 66 78
18 97 66 82
19 101 69 85
20 97 68 83
21 75 54 65
22 87 49 68
23 89 64 77
24 88 64 76
25 82 64 73
26 90 69 80
27 90 70 80
28 81 73 77
29 87 63 75
30 95 73 84
31 99 72 86

Cotton Electric offi ces 
will be closed Thurs-
day July 4 for the Inde-
pendency Day holiday. 
Emergency calls will be 
answered at 580-875-
3351 or 800-522-3520.

The July issue of The 
Current will be in mail-
boxes on or about July 
15, 2013.

Average Daily High: 84    Average Daily Low: 57
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By Karen Kaley
Energy Camp is aptly named. 

Eighty-plus enthusiastic eighth-grad-
ers expend energy and enjoy electrical 
exhibitions each year.

The young people come from across 
the state, chosen by electric coopera-
tives to participate in the annual gath-
ering at Canyon Camp near Hinton. 
Students selected to represent Cotton 
Electric in 2013 included Lani Stall-
cup of Chattanooga; Chloe Dunlap 
of Comanche; Cale Schreiner and 
Hayden Rochell, both of Duncan; 
Katie Ashton of Lawton; J.D. Martin 
of Ryan; and Kyle Graham and Gage 
Hart, both of Walters. 

Each had submitted a paragraph ex-
plaining why he or she wanted to at-
tend. They used words like teamwork, 
leadership, safety, and learning oppor-
tunity. Some mentioned older siblings 
who had attended.

Katie Ashton said, “I have been 
waiting four years to apply because 
my sister went in 2009 and she had so 
much fun.”

This year’s gathering of 13- and 
14-year-olds was all of that and more.

As always, the camp began on the 

Tuesday after Memorial Day. Camp-
ers got settled in their assigned cab-
ins then gathered to hear a few rules, 
introductions and a presentation about 
life before electricity. They played a 
quick matching game before counsel-
ors turned them loose to burn a little 
energy on the campgrounds by play-
ing volleyball, basketball or horse-
shoes, or taking a dip in the swimming 
pool.

They gathered once again to hear 
presentations about the roles a board 
member and manager play at coopera-
tives. The young people listened care-
fully and had plenty of questions.

 Gage Hart said he really appreci-
ated learning about co-ops and how 
they are run.

After dinner was No Brains Olym-
pics, an activity Cale Schreiner said 
was a highlight of the camp. Young 
teens joined hands to form circles then 
stepped through hoops. They spun 
around bats then carried buckets of 
water above their heads while running 
backward. They passed balls over and 
under. 

It was never certain if the red, yel-
low, green or blue team came out 

ahead, but there was plenty of laugh-
ter and lots of good sportsmanship.

The group collected indoors again 
to set up a Coke and Candy Co-op. 
Board members were nominated and 
elected. Among them was Katie Ash-
ton. The board would later conduct 
interviews of eight applicants for the 
job of co-op manager. Once a man-
ager was selected, the co-op opened, 
offering snacks and refreshments for 
all campers in exchange for Energy 
Bucks. 

Meanwhile, the green, red, blue and 
yellow teams competed again in an 
Energy Battle, answering questions 
about co-ops and pop culture. The 
competition went on until it was time 
for the campers to return to cabins and 
settle down for the night.

Whew! That was just the fi rst day.
The following morning was fi lled 

with high- and low-voltage electri-
cal safety demonstrations, pulling on 
linemen’s gear to climb poles, and 
rides in bucket trucks. J.D. Martin said 
this was the most exciting part of the 
camping experience. Pole-climbing 
really appealed to Kyle Graham, too.

After lunch, all loaded up for a trip 

to Celebration Station in Oklahoma 
City. Hayden Rochell said he enjoyed 
riding go-carts, playing miniature golf 
and eating lots of pizza while there.

Campers avoided an afternoon 
downpour at the camp, but had to 
dodge soggy spots the next day when 
they hiked to a low-ropes course for 
more team-building and critical think-
ing exercises. 

The fi nal evening of camp meant a 
pizza party and dance. Campers and 
counselors got their groove on to 
tunes both modern and classic. A few 
demonstrated their talent at karaoke.

The last morning included a hearty 
breakfast, a magical safety demon-
stration, thank-you notes and lots of 
goodbye hugs. Chloe Dunlap said 
making new friends was the best part 
of camp. Lani Stallcup said she was 
glad she met new people from all 
around the state.

YouthPower Energy Camp was fi n-
ished for another year, but would not 
be forgotten.

In fact, many campers vowed their 
cooperative would see them again in 
four years, competing for a spot on 
Youth Tour.  

Energy Camp is exciting experience
Cotton Electric sponsors 8 young teens at annual outing to Canyon Camp

2013 Energy Campers representing Cotton Electric include, 
above, front row, from left, Katie Ashton, Lani Stallcup and 
Chloe Dunlap, and, back, Cale Schreiner, Hayden Rochell, 
J.D. Martin, Kyle Graham and Gage Hart.
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You own and buy 
power from a not-
for-profi t utility. The 
amount of your month-
ly bill is exactly what 
it cost to purchase and 
deliver power to your 
home – nothing more. 
Any amount above or 
below this break-even goal is applied to 
your capital credit account.

These capital credits may be reinvested 
in the cooperative utility plant for mainte-
nance or system upgrades, or returned to 
you. Over the last three years alone, Cot-
ton Electric Cooperative has retired capital 
credits and returned over $1.1M to the 
member owners. The remaining balance in 
your capital credit account represents the 
amount of equity you own in the coopera-
tive. To learn the amount of your equity in-
vestment in the cooperative, give us a call.

There is no doubt about it, being an 
owner of this cooperative has real value. 
That ownership also brings its share of 
responsibilities. 

As a responsible owner, you have the 
ability to play a pivotal role in determining 
how much you pay for power. Cost of gen-
eration makes up 70 percent of your power 
bill. Unfortunately, it’s not just the law of 
supply and demand that determines what 
these costs will be. Legislative mistakes 
and bureaucratic decisions often determine 
our fate. It is imperative that member/own-
ers take action in a unifi ed effort to keep 
generating costs reasonable. 

Because of inaction in Washington, D.C., 
all decisions regarding the feasibility of 
generating fuel choices are made at the 
regulatory level. New rules regarding CO2 
emissions are forcing the closure of gen-
erating plants that use coal as the primary 
fuel source. These administrative decisions 
by the Environmental Protection Agency 
are requiring most new generation plants to 
be fueled by natural gas. 

It’s true, as the price of natural gas re-
mains at record lows, the power produced 
from these plants is the least expensive. 
The question remains, what happens if gas 
prices increase and there is no alternative 
generating fuel source? What happens if 
emission standards change? The environ-
ment and the price you pay for power are 
both important issues. Decisions regarding 
either should consider ratepayers and have 
legislative input. 

Utility companies are big and bulky, and 

change doesn’t come easily. Building new 
generating plants takes years to complete 
and costs millions of dollars. All of this 
expense is passed to the consumer. If the 
wrong decision is made, the cost to rate-
payers can be staggering.

Look back to 1978. Because of perceived 
shortages, Congress passed the Power 
Plant and Industrial Fuel Use Act. This 
bill provided that no new baseload electric 
power plant be constructed or operated that 
used natural gas as fuel.

By statute, there were to be no new natu-
ral gas generating plants. Just like today, 
the migration to one generating fuel source 
began. Ratepayers paid for the tremen-
dously expensive coal plants that were 
built. Even though in 1978 coal prices ware 
cheaper than natural gas, the result was an 
overnight 13 percent rate increase to the 
members of Cotton Electric.

Today, 30 percent of the nation’s elec-
tricity is generated using natural gas. With 
the continued decline in coal and nuclear 
fuel sources, natural gas will soon generate 
more than half of the nation’s electricity. 
When we reach that level, our dependence 
on natural gas will be unprecedented and 
any swing in prices will be very signifi cant.

Comments by the oil and gas industry 
indicate the supply of newly-discovered 
natural gas is inexhaustible. I hope they’re 
right. We must remember there are many 
things, besides regulatory decisions, that 
could affect natural gas prices. A recent ex-
ample is the Energy Department’s decision 
to allow exports of liquefi ed natural gas to 
Japan. 

As coal plants are replaced, domestic 
demand for natural gas will increase. As 
exports increase, foreign demand for natu-
ral gas will increase. Leaving all emissions 
decisions to the sole discretion of regula-
tors does not provide price stability to any 
fuel. The results can only mean higher 
natural gas prices in the future. I repeat: 
This is part of the component that makes 
up 70 percent of your power bill.

Using the 20/20 vision of hindsight, we 
can see the push to one generating fuel 
source in 1978 was the wrong decision. 
Let’s not make the same mistake again.

Rural electric cooperatives have taken the 
balanced approach to addressing the coun-
try’s energy needs. 

1. Environmental and climate poli-
cies should be realistic and not limited to 
the United States. There should be mul-
tiple generating fuel sources. Investment 

in technology that would ensure safe and 
clean generation should be increased. 

2. Renewable energy is gaining 
ground. We should continue our efforts to 
improve reliability. 

3. Congress should act! Any legisla-
tive decision, even though wrong in 1978, 
would be more palatable than one made by 
a career bureaucrat. Everyone needs a leg-
islative interpretation of the Clean Air Act.

4. Electric cooperatives believe that 
“another fuel source” lies in energy ef-
fi ciency programs. If we are able to curb 
demand, new and expensive power plants 
can be avoided.

Will history repeat itself? If the majority 
of electrical power is generated from just 
one fuel source, I fear prices are bound to 
increase. In order to ensure this country 
continues to generate power in a reliable, 
safe and affordable manner, cooperative 
owners must take responsibility.

If you don’t become politically active, 
we’ll lose this battle. Please check out the 
OurEnergy.coop website. This website 
provides you with all the tools and avenues 
needed to make your voice heard. 

All legislators representing Oklahoma 
have been very supportive to you and your 
cooperative on these issues. I urge you to 
make contact, thank them and express how 
important it is they continue their efforts. 
Their contact information is listed above. 
Just let them know you are an Oklahoman, 
taxpayer, constituent and the owner of Cot-
ton Electric Cooperative.

Warren Langford, CEO

April 2013 Operating Stats
   2013 2012
Total Amount Billed $4,596,667  $4,182,885
Cost of Purchased Power 3,453,272 2,818,255
Taxes 92,787 75,566
Total Operating Expense Per Mile 935 820
Average Farm and Residential Bill 105 101
Average Farm and Residential kWh 1,039 875
Total Meters Billed (farm, residential) 18,056 17,879
Miles Energized 5,134 5,139
Density Per Mile 3.52 3.48
New Service Connects YTD 122 121
Services Retired 92 80
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Mission Statement
Our mission is to be 

the leader in providing 
the most reliable and 
innovative electric 
system, with afford-
able rates, through the 
positive, enthusiastic 
and professional use 
of its resources and 
people.

From the CEO

Co-op ownership has responsibilities
Sen. Tom Coburn

172 Russell Senate Offi ce Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
Main: 202-224-5754
Fax: 202-224-6008

Sen. Jim Inhofe
205 Russell Senate Offi ce Building
Washington, DC 20510-3603
Main: (202) 224-4721
Fax: (202) 228-0380

Rep. Tom Cole
Washington, DC Offi ce
2458 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-6165
Fax: (202) 225-3512

Your swimming pool doesn’t have to be a drain on your electric bill. 
Simply covering it will go a long way to reducing evaporation, which will 
cut back on refi lling and reheating. Also, consider investing in a high-effi -
ciency or multi-speed pool pump when it’s time for a replacement — they 
cost more but save a lot more energy than older models. Visit EnergySav-
ers.gov for more info.

Source: NRECA’s Cooperative Research Network

Energy Efficiency
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Photo of the Month

Ethan Jones, 4, has some Summer Fun while playing in the mud 
following a thunderstorm at his grandparents’ house in Meers. 
Grandparents are Cotton Electric members Jeff and Judy Jones. 

Enter your “best shot” in our Photo of the Month contest. The 
theme for July is Beat the Heat. Entries can also be emailed to 
info@cottonelectric.com or mailed to The Current, 226 N. Broad-
way, Walters, OK 73572. Winners will receive a Cotton Electric 
prize package of CEC goodies.

If you would like your community 
event listed in the July issue, please 
submit information by July 3, by call-
ing 580-875-4255 or send an email to 
info@cottonelectric.com.    

 SWGA hosts farmers market
A farmers market hosted by the 

Southwest Growers Association is 
held from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. every Satur-
day through October at the Comanche 
County Fairgrounds, 920 S. Sheridan 
Road, Lawton.

For information, visit Lawton Farm-
ers Market on Facebook.

Festival vendor deadline nears
Planning is underway for the 34th 

annual International Festival sched-
uled for Sept. 27-29 in Lawton. Ven-
dors have until June 21 to contact the 
Arts and Humanities Division at 580-
581-3470 or 581-3471. 

Festival meetings are open to the 
public and convene at 6 p.m. on the fi rst 
Tuesday of the month at the Lawton 
Public Library. Information is avail-
able at CityofLawton.ok.us/lahc/if. 

Festival features bikes, barbecue
Southwest Oklahoma American 

Band Bike and Bar-B-Que Festival 
features many activities at Lake Elmer 
Thomas and in Medicine Park.

Pork in the Park is a chance to show 
off grilling skills on June 21 and 22 in 
Medicine Park. Chicken, pork ribs or 
shoulder or beef brisket can be cooked 
up for cash prizes. Details and entry 
forms are at MedicinePark.com.

Tour of the Wichitas Bike Ride 
leaves Fort Sill at 8 a.m. June 22 and 
takes riders through Fort Sill and the 
Wichita Mountain Wildlife Refuge. 
See TouroftheWichitas.com for infor-
mation and ride maps.

First bike out of the Cops and Kids 
Poker Run is at 9 a.m. June 22 at El-
mer Thomas Park festival pad. Prizes 
will be awarded at 2:30 p.m. For in-
formation, call Bradley Delozier at 
580-581-3228.

A Youth Bike-A-Thon begins at 10 
a.m. June 22 at Sixth and Ferris streets 
in Lawton. For information, call Regi-
nald Seaton at 580-581-3400.

American Band Festival begins 
at 4 p.m. June 22 at the Lake Helen 
stage. The festival is a family-friendly 
event with live music, food, vendors 
and fun. For information, call Jeannie 
Wheeler at 580-581-3400.

Duncan notes Founder’s Day
There are several activities planned 

in Duncan to celebrate Founder’s Day 
on June 22. They include: 

5K run – Registration and packet 
pickup begins at 7 a.m. at Fuqua Park. 
A one-mile fun run begins at 7:30 and 
the USATF-sanctioned 5K run starts 
at 8. Event is a fundraiser for the Okla-
homa chapter of the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society.  

Queen crowning and home tour – 
Stephens County Historical Museum 
crowns the Founder’s Day queen at 
10:30 a.m. in Antique Marketplace 
Tea Room. Historical home tours be-
gin at 1 p.m.  

Foreman Prairie House open 
house – Events recognize Duncan’s 
birthday, when the fi rst train came 
through in 1892. 

Lions present annual open rodeo
 Duncan Noon Lions will present 

the 33rd annual open rodeo at 7:30 
nightly June 27, 28 and 29 in Claud 
Gill Arena, just south of the Stephens 
County fairgrounds.

Admission price at the gate is $8 for 
adults and $3 for children.

Proceeds from the event are used in 
Stephens County to promote vision 
conservation, provide scholarships 
and support other local charitable ef-
forts.

LCT offers ‘Just So Stories’
“Just So Stories” by Rudyard 

Kipling features local young perform-
ers from grades 3-8 in adaptations of 
charming and timeless tales.  

Performances are scheduled for 7 
p.m. July 12 and 13 and at 2 p.m. July 
14 in the Lawton Community Theatre 
at 1316 NW Bell Avenue.

CTAC sponsors Arts Explosion
Arts Explosion 2013, Chisholm 

Trail Arts Council’s annual weeklong 
summer arts day camp for students 
who have completed fourth, fi fth 
and sixth grades, will be 8:30 a.m. to 
12:20 p.m. July 15-19 at the Stephens 
County fairgrounds. Students will 
have the opportunity to enroll in six 
offered classes.   

Registration is now open. Brochures 
can be downloaded at chisholm-
trailarts.com. Registration fee is $65 
for students registering before July 
15, and $75 for those registering on 
the fi rst day of camp. 

The week ends with a Friday night 
exhibition of fi nished projects. Fam-
ily and friends can admire the works 
of art from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the fair-
grounds. 

For more information concerning 
Arts Explosion or any other CTAC 
program, call 580-252-4160 or email 
director@chisholmtrailarts.com. 

Dehydrator set for July 27
The 23rd annual Dehydrator is a 

bicycle ride with varied mile routes 
and a competitive race. Riders in both 
events leave at 7 a.m. July 27 from the 
Simmons Center in Duncan.

Entry fees are $25 per person, $40 
per tandem team, non-refundable. A 
free T-shirt goes to the fi rst 1,000 en-
tries. A $5 late fee will be assessed on 
entries after July 21. 

For information and registration 
forms, visit thedehydrator.org.

 Food pantry open twice monthly  
Walters Community Food Pantry 

is open from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. on the 
second and fourth Saturdays of each 
month. The pantry is in the old City 
Hall, 131 1/2 W. California Street.    

Pantry organizers try to provide a 
two-week supply of basic staples to 
anyone with identifi cation.    

For information, call Roger Noland 
at 580-591-6826.    

Duncan Little Theatre once again 
will give patrons an update on the 
residents of Tuna, Texas, with presen-
tations of “Red, White and Tuna” at 
7:30 p.m. June 21, 22, 28 and 29 in the 
Simmons Center.  

This is one of four plays featuring 

an affectionate look at life and atti-
tudes in the small fi ctitious town. The 
comedy features numerous characters 
played by only two men. It is the third 
DLT “Tuna” presentation.

Tickets may be purchased at the 
Simmons Center box offi ce. 

DLT presents popular ‘Red, White and Tuna’

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

IN 1752, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 
DISCOVERED ELECTRICITY IN A FIELD. 
IN 1938, WE WERE CALLED UPON TO 
GET IT THERE.

Supplying electricity to rural America didn’t happen overnight. 
It took vision, cooperation and determination. Today, as a 
member of an electric co-op, it’s your turn to influence the 
future by saving energy. Learn how at TogetherWeSave.com.



The month of June 
has been a busy one for 
Cotton Electric Coop-
erative. Severe weather 
moving through our area 
resulted in outages and a 
few long nights for em-
ployees as they worked 
to restore power. Work 
also continues on the co-
operative’s meter project 
and line construction is 
in full swing. In addi-
tion, we are preparing 
for June 20, the begin-
ning of our annual Beat 
the Peak program. 

Beat the Peak is a vol-
untary program where 
participating members 
are notifi ed by email or 
text message when peak 
conditions occur. Peak 
hours are 3 p.m. to 7 
p.m., Monday through 
Saturday.

Beat the Peak is de-
signed to help you be-
come energy aware and 
lower your power bills 
by reducing the energy 
consumed during peak 
periods when prices are 
higher. Reducing elec-
tricity demand during 
peak summer hours low-
ers the price of electric-
ity by avoiding the use 
of higher-cost peaking 
units. These savings 
are then passed directly 
to you by reducing the 
power cost adjustment 
on your monthly bill. 

Cotton Electric mem-
bers can sign up for the 
program either by fi lling 
out and sending in the 

form above, through our 
website, CottonElectric.
com, or by calling 580-
875-3351 or 800-522-
3520. When you receive 
a peak notice, we ask 
that you make small en-
ergy conservation efforts 
like turning off lights or 
appliances that are not 
needed, adjusting your 
thermostat a few degrees 
higher, delaying the use 
of major appliances such 
as dishwashers, washing 
machines and clothes 
dryers, and postponing 
hot water use. 

As an added bonus, all 
members who partici-
pate in the Beat the Pro-
gram will be included in 

drawings for a Cotton 
Electric prize package 
that will include a gift 
card to an area home im-
provement store, great 
for purchasing items to 
increase your home’s 
energy effi ciency.

As a member-owned 
cooperative, we all ben-
efi t from every dollar 
saved. Let’s work to-
gether to lower demand 
and help Beat the Peak!
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
By Jennifer Meason

Lifelong residents of southwest 
Oklahoma can describe summertime 
with one word: Hot. Power suppliers 
use two words: High demand.

The summertime spike in demand is 
driven by the increased use of power-
hungry devices such as televisions and 
game systems entertaining youngsters 
on school breaks, refrigerators and 
pool pumps put to work to provide 
cool respites and air conditioners run-
ning for long periods trying to keep 
homes and businesses cool.

As summertime demand grows, 
more power must be generated and 
the cost of producing energy rises. If 
demand exceeds what is produced by 
local generators, power is purchased 
on the open market at an even higher 
price. Thus, the peak of power cost is 
reached, which sets the cost of power 
for coming years. 

Cotton Electric Cooperative began 
a voluntary Beat the Peak program in 
2009. Members can sign up to receive 
Peak Alerts when power supplier 
Western Farmers Electric Cooperative 
(WFEC) predicts peaks in demand for 
power.

The peak period extends from June 
20 to September 9. On days when a 
Peak Alert is issued, participants are 
asked to conserve energy and put off 
using power-driven devices from 3 to 
7 p.m., a one-hour forward adjustment 
of the time slot from previous years.

Peak Alerts are passed on to Cotton 
Electric members through text mes-
sages, emails, notices on Facebook 
and Twitter and announced on the co-

operative’s website, CottonElectric.
com. 

CottonElectric.com has a special 
Beat the Peak page, where members 
can sign up to receive Peak Alerts. 
Members who have signed up in past 
years do not need to sign up again.

There are many ways to conserve 
energy and help Beat the Peak. Here 
are a few: 

• Set thermostats comfortably high 
in the summer. The recommended 
temperature is 78 degrees in the sum-
mer. 

• Close curtains and blinds to pre-
vent the sun from heating up the home 
and making the air conditioner work 
longer.

• Reduce hot water use and lower the 
thermostat on a water heater to 120 
degrees.

• Delay using major appliances such 
as dishwashers and laundry equip-
ment. Also, wait to run equipment 
until there is a full load of dishes or 
laundry. 

• Appliances controlled by thermo-
stats require more electricity when 
starting up than during operation. 
Stagger start up times to reduce de-
mand.

• Install compact fl uorescent bulbs 
(CFLs) and turn off lights when not 
needed.

• Keep the swimming pool covered 
when not in use to reduce evaporation. 
Restrict pool pump use to off-peak 
hours. 

• Turn electronic devices off with a 
power strip when not in use.

Peak period begins June 20

Hot summer means high demand
Tips offered to help conserve energy and Beat the Peak

H&S
ROOFING
30 Years Experience
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

FREEESTIMATES

Wind, Lightning, or Hail
We’ve got you covered!
Mike Hendrix & Trina Hendrix
580-658-5065 or 580-467-0920

Licensed & Insured

CC
*REAL ESTATE
*AUCTIONS
*CATTLE
*www.glcollier.com

GERALD  L.  COLLIER
940-733-2773    FAX 580-228-2806

WAURIKA, OK

GLC ENTERPRISES
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Megan McCoy
Walters High School

It’s early December and a frigid chill has settled 
in. Just last week, a few wayward snow fl urries pro-
claimed the coming of winter as they drifted toward 
the earth. 

The weatherman predicted that there would be a 
blizzard today, and I can’t believe he was right — 
after all, this is Oklahoma!  

As the snow falls harder, I pull my blanket tighter 
and draw nearer to the fi re, wondering when the 
power will come back on. I let my mind drift to 
the year 1937, and try to imagine what it was like 
when electricity was not a part of everyday life in 
rural Oklahoma, but I quickly shake the thought, 
allowing the sound of a persistent beeping to take 
its place. I now am fi lled with a more urgent long-
ing for the restoration of power as I realize that the 
sound is my dying cell phone.  

I say a prayer for the linemen working diligently 
to fi x this blackout, and it becomes overwhelmingly 
evident that without their sacrifi ce I would not be 
able to live the leisurely life I am accustomed to. 
I say a silent thanks to the men and women who 
have worked hard to bring power back on for rural 
Cotton County and I pause to commemorate their 
laudable contributions to our community.  

For Cotton Electric, this year marks a year of 
celebrating — celebrating the magical times that 
changed lives forever — celebrating 75 years of 
lighting the way.  

Some of our neighbors were around back in the 
1930s, but many of us were not there to witness the 
birth of electrifi cation in rural Cotton County. You 
see, prior to 1937, only those living within city lim-
its, and the fortunate few who were able to afford 
a Delco generating system were able to utilize the 
advantages that electricity had to offer.  

President Roosevelt’s newly promoted Rural Elec-
trifi cation Administration program – REA – was able 
to shine a light on the matter of “mak[ing] possible 
affordable electric power in the rural areas.”

However, many consumers were still unsure of 
this idea. Privately-owned utility companies be-
lieved that stringing electric lines near isolated ru-
ral farm land was much too expensive, arguing that 
most farmers were too poor to afford electricity. But 
one man – C.W. Cox – set out to change that.  

Cotton Electric details that, “Cox saw in the REA 
program a tremendous opportunity to stimulate 
business in the area, revitalize farming procedures 
for added effi ciency and productivity, and provide 
added home comforts in areas not served by elec-
tricity.” 

Cox, the father of Cotton Electric, felt that the 
REA program would be benefi cial to the communi-
ty as a whole, adding not only comfort to the home, 
but also serving as an aid to many farmers.  

A Cotton Electric Fact Sheet continues, “In 1937, 
Cox enlisted the aid of Walters businessmen, com-
munity leaders, and progressive farmers to explore 
the possibilities of establishing a rural electric co-
operative at Walters. Groups traveled around the 
state and to Washington, D.C., to promote the idea 
… [t]hey wrote letters and hired an attorney.” 

While the road was not easy, Cox was a man of 
perseverance, determined to provide electric power 
that was available and affordable to those living be-
yond the city walls.  

On Feb. 20, 1939, when a $230,000 loan was ap-
proved by the REA, Cox’s dream was conceived 
and slowly became more plausible as it entered into 
its early stages of life. This funding provided 234 
miles of line expanding over four counties, and af-
ter only 84 days of construction, Aug. 26, 1939, was 
recognized as the “day of light.” In an act of cel-
ebration, the City of Walters’ leaders hosted a grand 
barbecue at Sultan Park.  

Cotton Electric refl ects on this memorable time 
stating, “The switch was thrown in an emotional 

ceremony lighting up 150 homes along 109 miles 
of line.” 

Many ran home to test out the newest additions 
to their households such as irons, radios and refrig-
erators, all common appliances we are able to use 
today due to the efforts of Cotton Electric.

Mahatma Gandhi, a prominent political and spiri-
tual leader of the Indian people, once declared, 
“The best way to fi nd yourself is to lose yourself in 
the service of others.” 

This assertion has proven to be the heart and soul 
of Cotton Electric.  

This array of leaders is about more than just en-
ergy effi ciency, they are about enhancing a commu-
nity. 

Cotton Electric explains: “Many of our employ-
ees work after hours volunteering for many civic 
and community duties such as fi refi ghters, fi rst 
aid instructors, coaches, teachers, church workers, 
booster club members, city council members, judg-
es and many others.” 

These men and women go above and beyond the 
call of duty, continuing their involvement in com-
munity service, ultimately bettering the lives of 
those around them. 

As Americans, we view electricity as such a com-
mon thing that we don’t even realize all the times we 
depend on it in our everyday routines. For example, 
when we fall victim to a power outage, many of 
us still fl ip on the light switch not really expecting 
lights, but just out of common practice. We seem 
to complain the moment power is unavailable, but 
how often do we offer up thanks to those who faith-
fully supply it to us? It is all too easy to forget the 
sacrifi ces  – working long hours, dealing with un-
pleasant weather, dragging in from work dead tired 
but still having a family to take care of – so that we 
might enjoy the convenience of electricity.

Finally, this year is about much more than only 
celebrating 75 years of Cotton Electric lighting 
the way. Rather, we should be celebrating 75 years 
of Cotton Electric’s promise for a brighter future. 
With this in mind, remember to be thankful the 
next time you use your blow dryer or charge your 
power-thirsty phone because without the hard work 
of those at Cotton Electric, your frizzy hair would 
have to stay as is and that all-important text to your 
boyfriend wouldn’t be possible.  

Yes, we have plenty to celebrate as we look for-
ward to a brighter future.  

Co-op’s anniversary celebrates 
magical times that changed lives

L & L
FARM & TIRE
HEADQUARTERS

Fertilizing & Spraying
for Weeds on Grass and 

Pastures Available!! 
We have all your fertilizer and 

chemical needs available along with 
custom application.

Call 597-2522 for Current Pricing
Goodyear - Titan Tires
Tractor*Implement*Truck*Pickup*Car

Thanks for your business!
Leroy and Mark Geis

597-3316 or 1-800-716-1759

CHERRY
INDUSTRIES
Only Locally Owned Welding 
Supply Company In Lawton

3 0  Ye a r s  E x p e r i e n c e

580-355-8890

Welding 
Gases & Supplies

Trailer Repair

Check Out 
Our Friendly 

Pricing

eBlackburn Concrete
Construction Co.

blackburnconcrete@sbcglobal.net

Phone: 580-255-7164
Fax: 580-255-5371

Jerry Blackburn
Justin Blackburn

1102 South 13th
Duncan, OK 73533

NOW HIRING 
EXPERIENCED CONCRETE FINISHERS

& EXPERIENCED CONCRETE LABORERS
2 YEARS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED
VALID DRIVERS LICENSE PREFERRED

WE PROVIDE BENEFITS!

Don Prater Dozers, Inc.
Bulldozers -- Scrapers --Trackhoes

Marshall Tree Saw mounted on CAT Skid
Steer Loader

Modern Equipment  --  Talented Operators
(Strong Desire to Please)

580-658-3462, home      580-641-1952, cell
Bruce Prater, owner

SPIVEY INSULATION CO.
-  FREE ESTIMATES  -

SPRAY-ON POLYURETHANE FOAM
FOR METAL BUILDINGS

BLOWN FIBERGLASS - ATTICS - BATTS.
COMPLETE INSULATION SERVICES

Owner Operated
Since 1974

Don Spivey 1-800-522-1644

213 W. Main, Marlow, OK
580-658-9026

Thursday, Friday, & Saturday  10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Ashlie Magby
Massage Therapy

580-641-2275

Gift Certificates Available!

New Items Weekly!
Check Out Our New Items Posted

Weekly On Facebook!

A Touch of
Bliss

Hand Painted Furniture,
Home Decor & Much More!



Hummus Garlic Bread
Servings:  4

1  loaf French bread, 
about 12-14 inches long
1  container Sabra 
Roasted Garlic Hummus
1 - 2 tablespoons 
 chopped garlic
1/2  cup grated 
 parmesan cheese

Preheat broiler. 
Slice French bread in 

half length-wise. Set aside.
   Mix Sabra Roasted Garlic Hum-

mus and garlic together in small mix-
ing bowl. Spread hummus mixture on 
French bread halves. Place bread on 
baking sheet. Sprinkle with parmesan 
cheese.

Broil bread on wire baking rack lo-
cated in the middle of the oven, not too 
close to the broiler. Broil 2-5 minutes 
or until edges are crispy and cheese 
is browning. Watch bread closely as 
broilers vary greatly in their timing.

Cut each half of bread into quarters. 
Serve warm.
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Mediterranean Burgers
Servings:  6-8

1 1/2  pounds ground beef
  or lamb
1  medium onion, diced
1  egg, lightly beaten
1/4  cup minced parsley
1/4   cup minced mint
1  tablespoon paprika
1/4  teaspoon cinnamon
1/2  teaspoon cayenne pepper
1  teaspoon salt
1  tablespoon ground
 cumin
 Juice of 1 lemon
3  tablespoon olive oil
1  large pickle sliced
 thinly in rounds
4  romaine lettuce leaves
1  large tomato, thinly
 sliced into rounds
8  hamburger buns, split
 and lightly toasted
1/2   cup Sabra Hummus, 

choose your favorite style

In medium bowl, combine 
ground beef or lamb, spices, 
lemon juice and egg. With 
wet hands, shape into eight, 
3 1/2-inch diameter, patties.

In large grill pan, warm 3 
tablespoons olive oil over 
medium heat. Grill burgers 
until nicely browned on each 
side, about 3-4 minutes.

Place bottom of buns on 
plates. Spread layer of hum-
mus on bun. Top with burger, 
sliced pickles, lettuce and 
sliced tomato. Spread more 
hummus on top of bun.  Press 
on bun tops and enjoy.

Simple party spread 
makes entertaining easy

Participating in Cotton Electric’s Beat the Peak effort is as simple as fi ring up the grill instead of us-
ing the electric stove to cook an evening meal. For a twist on an old favorite, add hummus to create 
Mediterranean Burgers.

(Family Features) When it comes right 
down to it, all guests expect from a great 
party are good company, cold drinks and 
delicious food. So, make entertaining 
easy with a simple yet delicious spread 
of savory appetizers, grilled favorites and 
sweet treats. 

Plan on two grilled appetizers and a se-
lection of cool, creamy dips. Tortilla chips 
or celery stalks are delicious with Sabra’s 
Roasted Garlic hummus. Serve artisan 
breads and crackers with Sabra’s Asian 
Fusion hummus and your guests will think 
you’re a true gourmet.  Stick to everyone’s 
favorite as a main course, hamburgers.  
Take them to a new level with herbs and 
spices to impress your guests. Purchase 
mini cupcakes and pastries at your favor-
ite bakery for an easy dessert.

You may have a chance to taste Sabra 
dips and spreads for free this summer. Vis-
it www.sabra.com/trucks for more infor-
mation, and try the recipes below for easy 
entertaining.

Apache Auction Market
Thursday 8 a.m. & Friday 10 a.m. 

Apache Video 
Wednesday 10 a.m.

800-926-9696      580-588-3840

Livestock Marketing, Inc.

GO UNDERGROUND.
ClimateMaster  Geothermal

Heat Pump Systems
®   

For deep savings on your energy bill, look no
further than your own backyard. 

With a ClimateMaster ® Geothermal Heat Pump 
System, you get tax credits, utility rebates, and save 
40% - 60% on your energy bill.  ClimateMaster uses 
geothermal energy to tap the constant temperature of 
the earth, keeping your home comfortable year around.  
Best of all, a new system usually pays for itself in about 

If you’re ready to uncover extra cash each month,  call 
your local ClimateMaster dealer today.

climatemaster.com

5315 N. Highway 81
Duncan, OK

www.vanandco.com                     vanandcompany @cableone.net

580-252-2205       

32 Years of geothermal experience

30% Federal Tax Credit - No Maximum
$800 Per Ton Rebate - City of Walters

Up to $650 Per Ton Rebate -
Cotton Electric Co-op

VAN & COMPANY
GEOTHERMAL, INC.

VEHICLES & MISC.                                                   

(New & Used) 

TOOLS & MISC. EQUIP.

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

MISC. ITEMS

FARM EQUIP.

GUNS MISC.
COLLECTIBLES

PUBLIC AUCTION
Personal Property: Saturday June 29, 2013 @ 10am

Location: 13th & Park in Duncan, OK
Scroggins Auction Service has been commissioned to offer at public auction the Personal Property at 

13th & Park in Duncan, Oklahoma. Directions: Hwy 81 South at Freedom Lanes Bowling Alley go 1 block East.
For Photos–Log onto www.auctionzip.com Enter Auctioneer ID# 17788

Auctioneers Message: This is an absolute auction. Announcements made day of sale supersede any 
previous advertisements. Everything sells AS IS, WHERE IS.

Terms & Conditions of Sale: Cash, Personal Check and Company Check accepted with positive ID.
Buyers MUST provide a copy of Sales Tax Permit day of sale to avoid sales tax.

Find us on Facebook - Scroggins Auction Service 
580-656-4416 or 580-255-4135

Personal Property: Saturday June 29, 2013 @ 10am
Location: 13th & Park in Duncan, OK

p y yy

Scroggins Auction Service has been commissioned to offer at public auction the Personal Property at 
13th & Park in Duncan, Oklahoma. Directions: Hwy 81 South at Freedom Lanes Bowling Alley go 1 block East.

For Photos–Log onto www.auctionzip.com Enter Auctioneer ID# 17788

SHOWMAN’S CHOICE
FOR ALL YOUR HORSE TACK 

& SHOW SUPPLY NEEDS.

HOURS  MON-FRI 8:00-5:30
        SAT 10:00-2:00

1205 SW SHERIDAN RD
LAWTON, OK  73505

580-355-7469

 FIND US ON FACEBOOK!
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Editor’s note: Kim Bandelier is 
on vacation. Her column, Food 
for Thought, will return in July.

(Family Features) Swimsuit 
season is here so it’s time to tone 
up, slim down and get ready for 
summer. Building lean muscle, 
burning fat and eating right is 
easier when you know what steps 
to take. 

Incorporating healthy habits 
into your daily routine can pro-
vide long-term results, according 
to two experts from Curves, Na-
dia Rodman, director of nutrition, 
and Katie Mitchell, director of 
exercise. Here are six tips to get 
you started on the path to better 
health: 

Make over your breakfast:
A higher protein breakfast turns 
up your satiety signal and helps 
you fi ght cravings throughout the 
day. Consider a parfait made with 
fresh fruit and low-fat Greek yo-
gurt that can add as much as 30 
grams of protein to your day. Try 
this easy recipe: Combine 1 cup 
plain, low-fat Greek yogurt with 
1/4 cup almonds, 1 cup strawber-
ries and 1/2 cup blueberries or an-
other favorite fruit. 

Add some fl avor to your wa-
ter: Try fl avoring your water 
naturally with fresh fruit and 

herbs, such as berries, orange 
slices, mint and lemon or lime 
slices. Simply fi ll a large pitcher 
with water or carbonated water, 
fruit, and/or herbs of your choice. 
Store in the refrigerator for about 
3 hours. Pour water over ice and 
enjoy.

Keep healthy snacks handy:
Be prepared when a snack crav-
ing hits. Snacks packed with pro-
tein help keep your energy level 
even so you don’t hit a sugar low 
in the afternoon. Good options to 
keep handy or in a desk drawer 
include a handful of almonds, a 

piece of beef jerky or dried pump-
kin seeds.  

Add strength training: Be 
sure to incorporate resistance 
training into your exercise pro-
gram. Resistance training helps 
build lean muscle, which builds 
your strength, creating a fi rm and 
toned appearance – plus it boosts 
your metabolism. Weight bearing 
exercise also helps build up bone 
density.

Add cardiovascular exercise:
While resistance training helps us 
build lean muscle, cardio activ-
ity will strengthen your heart and 
burn body fat. Look for a work-
out that includes both strength 
training and cardio exercise, such 
as Curves. Also look for activi-
ties the whole family can enjoy, 
such as charitable walks or runs 
in your community.

Have a coach: It helps to have 
a coach or workout buddy for 
accountability and motivation. 
It’s always more fun to work out 
with a partner and the added sup-
port will help keep you on track. 
Look for a gym or club that offers 
a coach that is hands-on and will 
meet with you on a regular basis.

To learn more about Curves Fit-
ness and Curves Complete, visit 
www.curves.com. 

Easy tips offered for getting healthy 
and keeping in shape this summer

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

(Family Features) 
Cool down this summer 
with a rainbow of col-
or and fl avor. Just like 
skipping through the 
sprinkler when the sun 
is shining bright, home-
made shaved ice offers 
sweet relief on a hot af-
ternoon. Plus, making 
this frozen favorite is a 
fun family activity. 

“Celebrate the fl avors 
of summer with Easy 
Fruity Shaved Ice,” said 
Mary Beth Harrington of 
the McCormick Kitch-
ens. “The secret is in the 
fl avorful syrups, which 
come together in just a 
few minutes with less 
than fi ve ingredients, in-
cluding fruit extracts and 
food colors.” 

Add raspberry, orange 
or strawberry extract to 
a simple syrup and mix 
in a few drops of vibrant 
food color to create this 
classic frozen treat. But 
don’t stop there. Bring 
the family together and 
let their imaginations run 
wild as they create their 
own personalized color 
and fl avor combinations. 
Here are a few tips from 
the McCormick Kitch-
ens to get you started:

• Make It Snow At 
Home: If you don’t have 
a shaved ice maker, crush 
ice to a snowy texture in 
your blender or by wrap-
ping a plastic bag of ice 
in a kitchen towel and 
smashing it with a roll-
ing pin or mallet. This 
can be a fun project for 
kids so long as they have 
adult supervision.

• Mix and Match: Store 
syrups in small squeeze 
bottles and mix and 
match fl avors in each 
shaved ice. Create lay-
ers of color and fl avor in 
the ice, and then gobble 
them up before the cre-
ation melts. You’ll have 
a different summer treat 

every time! 
For more inspiring 

summer ideas, visit 
www.McCormick.com, 
www.Facebook.com/
McCormickSpice.   

Easy Fruity 
Shaved Ice

Prep Time:  5 minutes

  2 cups sugar
  1 cup water

Blue Raspberry 
Syrup:

  2 teaspoons McCor-
mick® Raspberry Ex-
tract
 10 drops Blue Mc-
Cormick® Assorted 
Food Colors & Egg Dye

Strawberry Cotton 
Candy Syrup:

  2 teaspoons McCor-
mick® Imitation Straw-
berry Extract
10 drops McCormick® 
Red Food Color

Crushed Orange 
Syrup:

  1 teaspoon McCor-
mick® Pure Orange Ex-
tract
  8 drops McCormick® 
Yellow Food Color
  2 drops McCormick® 
Red Food Color

Lemon Blast Syrup:
  1 teaspoon McCor-
mick® Pure Lemon Ex-
tract
10 drops McCormick® 
Yellow Food Color

BRING sugar and 
water to boil in small 
saucepan on medium 
heat, stirring to dissolve 
sugar. Boil 1 minute. 
Remove from heat. For 
desired fl avor syrup, stir 
in extract and food color.

COOL to room tem-
perature. Pour into 
squeeze bottle for easier 
serving. Pour syrup over 
shaved ice. 

Makes 2 cups syrup.

Frozen summer treat easy to make at home

Easy Fruity Shaved Ice

930 East Ball Park Rd., Marlow, OK - 580-504-4330

HAROLD’S
Saddle Shop

Boots Resoled and Heeled
Saddles Repaired, Cleaned and Oiled

Harold Green/Owner

DID YOU KNOW THERE IS AN INDEPENDENTLY 
OWNED & OPERATED IMAGING CENTER?

IS NOW TAKING 
APPOINTMENTS!

 

AND, DID YOU KNOW WE...
Have the lowest prices available

one

Eagles Landing, 1108 SW B Ave, Lawton, OK 73501
Phone: 580-699-7571  Fax: 580-699-7581

Style #83804
Safety Boot

8” Pull-On Boot
Red Wing Shoes

$13900

NEW
IRISH SETTER
WORKBOOT

LINE

LAWTON SHOE STORE
RED WING, WORX, IRISH SETTER BRANDS

6506 NW Cache Rd - 580-536-7001
Store Hours M-F 10-5:30 Sat 10-2:00

IRISH
WO
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By Trent Marlett
Would you like to know one of 

the simplest, most effective, and 
no-cost ways to save energy in 
your home this summer? Turning 
down the temperature of your wa-
ter heater. It costs nothing to do, 
it’s easy, and it saves a signifi cant 
amount of energy.

Heating water for home use is 
the second-largest energy con-
sumer, following heating and 
cooling. Around 15 to18 percent 
of a household’s total energy con-
sumption goes toward water heat-
ing. Making an adjustment to this 
big energy consumer should have 
a signifi cant impact on the total 
energy use in your home. 

For me, the hotter the tempera-
ture gets outside the less likely I 
am to take a hot shower. In fact, 
nothing feels better to me than 
coming in from a hot day and tak-
ing a pretty cold shower!

Most water heaters come out of 

the factory with their heating ele-
ments set on 140 degrees and most 
of us never look at that setting. 
The EPA suggests that the most ef-
fi cient temperature setting on our 
water heaters is 120 degrees. 

Unless all the kids take a shower 
and the dishes are being cleaned 
and the washing machine is being 
used, all at the same time, 120 de-
grees will suffi ce for most home 
water heating requirements. Also, 
the EPA states that by setting our 
water heater temperature to 120 
degrees we can save around 10 to 
15 percent on our water-heating 
energy consumption. 

This truly is a Simple Savings 
tip. It’s easy to do and it costs 
nothing. 

Almost all water heaters have a 
top and bottom heating element. 
These elements have covers on 
them, held in place with a couple 
of screws. Behind the cover is a 
dial with temperature settings. 

The setting on the dial can be 
moved, most commonly from 
120 degrees up to 160 degrees. 

1. Make sure the power to the 
water heater is turned off at the 
breaker box. 

2. Remove covers with a screw-
driver, turn the dial setting to 
120, replace covers, and turn the 
breaker back on. 

Making the adjustment is that 
simple and it will really save en-
ergy in your home. 

If you want a little more infor-
mation, visit CottonElectric.com. 
Under the Energy Effi ciency tab, 
there is a link to a page of effi -
ciency videos. In the Water Heat-
er Tips video, I give step-by-step 
instructions for changing the set-
tings on a water heater’s thermo-
stat.

So, when it’s hot outside, not 
only will that cool shower feel 
good, but the feeling of saving 
energy and money will feel great! 

A screwdriver is usually the only tool needed to adjust the thermostat on a water heater. Remember to 
turn power off at the breaker before working on any electrical appliance.

Adjusting water heater thermostat 
simple procedure for big savings

According to the U.S. Energy Information Ad-
ministration, water heating accounts for up to 20 
percent of the total utility expense for many U.S. 
households. You can save energy and money by 
learning how this energy is used. 

Energy consumption for water heating is divided 
among three types of use: heating effi ciency, stand-
by loss, and hot water consumption. Apply different 
conservation measures to reduce each use.

Heating effi ciency describes how well your wa-
ter heater converts electricity or gas into hot water. 
When you next buy a water heater, study the yellow 
Energy Guide label that is required on all applianc-
es, and compare the listed Energy Factor (EF) that 
is used to rate water heaters. Find the highest EF 
available to identify the most effi cient appliances. 
Better yet, buy an Energy Star rated appliance and 
you’ll get the most effi cient appliance of all.

Standby losses include the heat that goes through 
the walls of your water heater tank even when no 
one is using hot water. The best defense against 

standby loss is a heavily-insulated tank. If you buy 
a tank with a high Energy Factor (above), you’re 
getting the best built-in tank insulation available. If 
you have an existing water heater that is more than 
a few years old, the best way to reduce standby loss 
is by installing an external water heater blanket. If 
you install a blanket, be sure to follow the manufac-
turer’s instructions to avoid safety hazards.

Hot water consumption is the water you use at 
appliances and faucets. Every gallon of hot water 
you use is replaced by a gallon of cold water in your 
water heater that must be heated. If you reduce your 
hot water consumption, you’ll reduce the amount of 
electricity or gas your water heaters consumes. You 
can reduce your hot water consumption by install-
ing low-fl ow showerheads, for a savings of 5 to 10 
gallons per shower. You’ll also use less hot water by 
using the cold-water wash-cycle on your washing 
machine. Modern soaps do a great job of cleaning 
clothes without hot water, and you’ll save up to 10 
gallons of hot water per cycle.

Water heaters consume energy three ways

SEE A GREAT SHOW • HELP PROVIDE VISION CARE FOR STEPHENS COUNTY CHILDREN

7:30 p.m.
June 27, 28, 29
Claud Gill Arena

Sponsored by Kelsey Avants 
580-255-4408 Member SIPC

at the 33rd Annual Duncan Noon Lions Open

Saving money is important.  
That’s why you can count  
on me to get you all the 
discounts you deserve.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

State of
$avings.

Get discounts up toAgent Name, State Farm Agent
Street Address
City, State, Zip

Phone
E-mail

XX%.*40%Rusty England, Agent                    
1407 N. Hwy. 81

Duncan, OK 73533
580-252-0127

rusty.england.mdjp@statefarm.com

State arm, ome O ce, loomington, L1101282.1

*Discounts vary by state.

Hitches
•Gooseneck   •Receivers
•5th Wheel •RV Couplers

•Brake Controls
•Airbags for a smooth ride

Before       After
• Repairs    • Brakes

• Wiring, Lights     • Inspections
• Accessories

M&M Trailer Service, LLC
Marlow, OK

Great Selection of trailer
parts & pickup
accessories

2 Miles W. of Hwy
7 & 81, 1/2 mile N.

580-658-6510

Is Your
Trailer Road

Safe?

Wood & Resistall   Flooring®  

Laundry Stop
out of Frederick, OK

Air Duct & Chimney Cleaning
Commercial & Residential 

Insulation
Seamless Gutters

Call Us Now 580-305-7243



By Karen Kaley
It could be said that a high bill 

complaint is what fi nally made 
things happen in the efforts to 
bring electricity into rural areas.

In the early 1930s, while 90 
percent of those living in cities 
enjoyed the benefi ts of electricity, 
the numbers were reversed for 
their country cousins. Nine out 
of 10 homes and farms in rural 
America were without electricity.

The main reason for this was 
money. It was very expensive to 
build lines to areas where con-
sumers were sparse, sometimes 
spread a mile or more apart. It 
would be diffi cult for power pro-
viders to recoup their investment 
from far-fl ung ratepayers, much 
less make a profi t.

With that reasoning, rates were 
very high in the few rural areas 
that had electricity. In particular, 
they were high in Warm Springs, 
Ga.

That is where a 50-year-old 
gentleman chose to build a sec-
ond home. The springs in the area 
offered relief to his polio-stricken 
body.

All was well until he received 
his fi rst electric bill. He was 
shocked. The kilowatt-hour 
charge was nearly four times the 
rate he was paying at his home in 
New York.

This inspired him to work on 
the issue of affordable electricity 
for rural America. The man had 
some political pull and in a few 
short years had the mechanisms 
in place that changed the lives of 
the country cousins. 

Here’s how Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt told the story in 1938, 
when he was addressing a crowd 
gathered to celebrate the energi-
zation of Lamar Electric Mem-
bership Corporation based in 
Barnesville, Ga.

“Fourteen years ago, a Demo-

cratic Yankee came to a neighbor-
ing county in your state in search 
of a pool of warm water where-
in he might swim his way back 
to health. The place — Warm 
Springs — was a rather dilapidat-
ed, small summer resort. His new 
neighbors extended to him the 
hand of genuine hospitality, wel-
comed him to their fi resides, and 
made him feel so much at home 
that he built himself a house, 
bought himself a farm, and has 
been coming back ever since.

“There was only one discordant 
note in the fi rst stay of mine at 
Warm Springs: When the fi rst-of-
the-month bill came in for elec-
tric light for my little cottage, 
I found that the charge was 18 
cents per kilowatt-hour — about  
four times as much as I paid in 
Hyde Park, New York. That start-
ed my long study of proper public 
utility charges for electric current 
and the whole subject of getting 
electricity into farm homes.

“So it can be said that a little 
cottage at Warm Springs, Georgia, 
was the birthplace of the Rural 

Electrifi cation Administration.”
On May 11, 1935, FDR had 

signed Executive Order 7037, 
establishing the Rural Electrifi ca-
tion Administration. Its function 
was to “initiate, formulate, ad-
minister, and supervise a program 
of approved projects with respect 
to the generation, transmission, 
and distribution of electric energy 
in rural areas.”

Things happened pretty quickly 
after that. In southwest Oklaho-
ma, Cotton Electric Cooperative 
was incorporated on Sept. 15, 
1938. On Feb. 20, 1939, REA ap-
proved a loan of $230,000 to fund 
234 miles of line and construction 
was begun June 1, 1939. Only 84 
days later, Aug. 26, 1939, a switch 
was thrown and 150 homes had 
electricity. 

Electrifi cation in rural America 
rose to 25 percent by 1939, and 
by 1970, it reached 98 percent.

Best of all, that power comes 
into homes at an affordable rate. 
In most places, it is still less than 
the 18 cents per kilowatt-hour on 
FDR’s Warm Springs bill.
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ACROSS
  1. __ Dhabi, Arabian 

capital
  4. Invests in little 

enterprises
  8. Stalk of a moss 

capsule
 12. Beach material
 14. Maneuver in a 

game
 15. A castrated male 

chicken
 16. Write bad checks
 17. Sewer inhabitants
 18. Farewell (Spanish)
 19. Player makes 3 

goals in one game
 22. Greek rainbow 

goddess
 23. Tax collector
 24. Make unhappy
 27. Hygienic
 32. Double-reed in-

strument
 33. Beetle Bailey’s dog
 34. Fee, ___, foe, fum
 35. One-dish meal
 38. Goatlike antelope
 40. Consumed food
 41. Peels
 42. Emerald  Isle
 43. Duties helpful to 

others
 45. Fragments of cloth
 47. Frozen water
 48. Spanish river
 49. Stated an inquiry
 56. Laid-back Califor-

nia county
 57. Fearless and daring
 58. Sound after its 

source has stopped
 59. Blackboard rock
 60. A domed or vault-

ed recess
 61. Six (Spanish)
 62. French city
 63. Herringlike clupeid 

fi sh
 64. Oriental sauce

 DOWN
  1. Requests
  2. Spoken in the Dali 

region of Yunnan
  3. Up to the time of
  4. Common ankle 

injury
  5. Tedium
  6. 9th Greek letter
  7. Abnormal closed 

body sac
  8. One who obtains 

pleasure from 
other’s pain

  9. Long narrative 
heroic poem

 10. Possessed by force
 11. Autonomic nervous 

system

 13. Treats with con-
tempt

 15. Bears
 20. Before
 21. Light ringing 

sound
 24. Blends of soul and 

calypso
 25. Fall off in intensity
 26. Gives medicine
 27. Gross receipts
 28. Square measures
 29. Ablaze
 30. Incapable of fl ex-

ibility
 31. Bears, sheep or 

goats
 33. An open skin in-

fection
 36. Effeminate

 37. Competed in a 
speed test

 39. Supplies with air
 44. Short stays
 45. Sown a lawn
 46. 60 min. units 

(abbr.)
 48. Second-largest 

Oklahoma city
 49. Fence picket
 50. Second-largest 

Algerian port city
 51. Camel or goat 

fabrics
 52. 19th Hebrew letter
 53. Frosts
 54. 17th state
 55. Inquisitorial
 56. Manuscripts (abbr.)

High rate motivates push for electrifi cation

Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
in 1933

$20,000

580-875-3208
ComancheNationCasinos.com
Route 3 Box 82A  Walters, OK  73572

See Casino for details.  Must have valid ID.
Management reserves all rights.
©2011 Comanche Star Casino

Over 100
Gaming

Machines
Sunday - Thursday

Noon - 11 pm
Friday - Saturday

Noon - 1 am

Comanche
Star Grille
Sunday - Thursday

Noon - 10 pm
Friday - Saturday

Noon - 11 pm

Happy Birthday!
Your birthday is special 
to us at Comanche Star 

Casino. Come in on 
your birthday & receive 

a FREE meal and $5 
FREE Play!
Valid ID required

Senior Special!
Seniors 50 and up can join us from 
noon to 3 p.m. every Tuesday for a 

FREE meal and $5 FREE Play. 
Valid ID Required.

4th of July  Giveaway!
$50 Every 30 Minutes! 
Starting At 4:30pm & 

Ending At 8pm. 
Each Customer Will 

Receive 1 Ticket. Tickets 
Will Be Handed Out 

From 4pm to 7:30pm.



By Karen Kaley
Daryl Hart tried to be 

gruff. He tried to slip 
away from the co-op 
quietly. 

He failed. 
With mixed emotions, 

he bade farewell to his 
colleagues late in May. 
Though he looked for-
ward to a new opportu-
nity, Hart’s time at the 
co-op was important 
enough to him that he 
had counted the days. 

“I’ve worked for Cot-
ton Electric for 38 years, 
8 months and 17 days. 
There were some good 
days and some bad days 
…” 

He paused, looked 
away, cleared his throat 
a bit. He pulled a creased 
greeting card from his 
pocket.  

He told a short story 
about going out of his 
way some time back to 
help a member. He read 
aloud the kind words of 
gratitude the member 
had written and looked 
up at the people sur-
rounding him. 

“That’s what it’s all 
about … the members. 
Don’t forget them.” 

And those were his 
parting words of wis-
dom for his colleagues.  

Hart made his way 
back to a seat next to 

his wife, Carol, to enjoy 
a plateful of breakfast 
goodies his co-workers 
had made in his honor. 
As he passed his friends 
and co-workers, he made 
contact, a squeeze of a 
shoulder here, a quick 
hug there.  

Old softie. 
It was clear he had 

developed some deep 
friendships during his 
long career at Cotton 
and found it hard to say 
goodbye. At the same 
time, he was looking 
ahead.  

He was a little nervous 
and a lot excited as he 
spoke about the last few 
years of his working life. 
He knew he would be all 
right. 

Hart said he will con-
tinue to do the same type 
of work in his semi-re-
tirement, just in a differ-
ent place. 

“Just getting a change 
of scenery,” he said.   

Hart’s career path has 
taken him from the Cot-
ton Electric warehouse 
to billing and customer 
service to engineering. 
He had spent the past 
dozen years as an engi-

neering fi eld technician.  
Also known as a stak-

ing engineer, Hart would 
meet with co-op mem-
bers needing power ser-
vice built or modifi ed. 
After discussing what 
the member wanted 
and the co-op could do, 
Hart would design a 
plan, drive a few stakes 
to mark locations for 
poles, anchors and other 
equipment, and prepare 
a work order.  

He described the job 
as a contradiction: “En-
gineering is the same 
thing over and over, but 
different in each situa-
tion.” 

While Hart tried to do 
right by the member and 
by the co-op, he gained 
something from each en-
counter. 

“I met lots of people, 
made lots of friends. 
Most experiences have 
been very positive.” 

It turns out that his 
relationship with other 
people and support-
ing their moment in the 
spotlight is one of the 
things Hart values most.  

For example, he has 
two children, Clay, 24, 

and Carly, 22. Both are 
candidates for December 
2013 graduation from 
Cameron University.  

Hart said he considers 
the high point of his time 
with Cotton Electric to 
be when Carly sang the 
national anthem at the 
last two annual member-
ship meetings. 

But the support goes 
both ways. With the 
blessing and help of his 
family and all his experi-
ence gained at the co-op, 
he knew he was ready to 
take the next step in his 
life.  

“It’s a big step,” he 
said. 

“A leap of faith.” 

 Page 10    Current           News June 17, 2013

Employee Spotlight
Daryl Hart

Hart departs for change in scenery

Daryl Hart drives a fi nal stake for Cotton Electric.

 

 

 
 

“ A Little Sketchy”   DRAWING CAMP for Grown-Ups 
August 19th - 23rd  6PM to 9PM 
CTHC Members - $50  Non-Members - $75 

Movie Makers/Video CampMovie Makers/Video Camp  
Develop, write, film & edit a movie in one week! 

 
July 29 - August 2 

Grades 5- 8  9:00am - Noon / Grades 9 - 12 1:00pm - 4:00pm 

No kids, no job, no yard work, no pressure...just other adults creating art, laughing, 
drawing, learning together, a little music, a little wine...maybe a little fun... C’est la vie! 

SSculpture:  TThe Original 3D         JJuly 22nnd--226tth  
In this class students will learn all about 3-D art forms, using clay, decoupage and objects you’ve never even thought about.  

Get’s your hands dirty and your imagination kick started. Don’t miss all the fun! 
 

Ages 9 - 15    Class Time:  9:00 - Noon 
Chisholm Trail Heritage Center Members $40  Non-Members $55 

   

THE “I DON’T KNOW WHTHE “I DON’T KNOW WHTHE “I DON’T KNOW WHAT I MIGHT LIKE TO DO, SO LET’S AT I MIGHT LIKE TO DO, SO LET’S AT I MIGHT LIKE TO DO, SO LET’S 
DO ALL KINDS OF PAINDO ALL KINDS OF PAINDO ALL KINDS OF PAINTING, DRAWING AND SCULPTURE TING, DRAWING AND SCULPTURE TING, DRAWING AND SCULPTURE 
IN ONE CAMP” CAMP   IN ONE CAMP” CAMP   IN ONE CAMP” CAMP   JULY 15JULY 15JULY 15THTHTH---191919THTHTH

   FOR AGES 12 TO ADULTFOR AGES 12 TO ADULTFOR AGES 12 TO ADULTSSS   
For many of us arts are a little daunting and confusing. Covers 
basic drawing , painting,  and mixed media.       

Hello! It’s Me!Hello! It’s Me!Hello! It’s Me!   Portrait DrawingPortrait DrawingPortrait Drawing   
July 8July 8July 8ththth---121212ththth   
Middle Schoolers 9:30-Noon / High Schoolers to Adults 1:30-4:00 
Instructor: Crystal Mayes from Duncan’s Art is Gr8 Program 
Learn new drawing techniques and you might just discover a little more about yourself, too. 
 

Whoop! Whoop! WWatercolors  atercolors  Painting for Seniors 
July 1-3,  2013 9:00 AM to Noon 

Cost: $25 Non-Members $30  

LLimited Scholarships Available.  Duncan, OK  
wwww.facebook.com/onthechisholmtrail/events  

PPhone: (580) 252--66692  EEmail: leah@onthechisholmtrail.com  

Black Cowboys on the Chisholm Trail 
 

IIdeal for sororities, social clubs, church groups, scouts, 
ddaycares, 4--HH, etc. All ages.  

2715 West Lee Blvd.
Lawton, OK  73505

(580) 355-3708

METAL BUILDINGS METAL ROOFING PURLIN TUBING

1706 N. 2nd Street, Marlow, OK  

Metal Building Components
for

Commercial, Residential, Farm, 
& Ranch

580-658-1156
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Concern for community is one of the basic cooperative principles. Four 
employees from Cotton Electric helped out during the Special Olympics 
held recently in Stillwater. CEO Warren Langford, left, is a veteran 
volunteer at this event. Warehouseman Ty Logan and right-of-way crew-
men Jason Red Elk and Seth Johnson were fi rst-time volunteers.

Safety is a top priority 
at Cotton Electric. Em-

ployees gather at regular 
intervals for safety train-
ing of all sorts. Recently, 

line workers performed 
pole-top rescue drills. In 

these photos, fi rst-year 
lineman apprentice Jer-
emy Crabtree gets some 

pointers from Greg Ham-
brick, safety and loss 

control instructor for the 
Oklahoma Association of 
Electric Cooperatives, be-
fore climbing up to carry 

out rescue procedures.
Photos by Jennifer Kriz

Building Farm Ponds & Private Lakes
In the Cotton Electric Service Area  

-Farm Pond and Lake Construction-
Along With 

                               

They Think
We’re Just Fishin’!

Trackhoes

Call Bruce At- 580-641-1952
“AND A Strong Desire To Please!”

Serving the Southwest Area

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat - Motorcycle
Crop - Commercial

Walters
202 W. Missouri

580-875-6000

Comanche
205 Oak Main

580-439-8823

SCHERLER INSURANCE AGENCY
C

Yeah, a  few minutes . Tha t ’s  a l l  the  t ime 
i t  takes  me to  change my home’s  a i r 
f i l te r  ever y  month  and save  $82 a  year. 
Not  bad for  a  few minutes  o f  work , huh? 
Wha t  can you do? Find  out  how the  l i t t le 
changes add up a t  TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

BY SPENDING A
FEW MINUTES, I’M
SAVING A LOT.
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By Karen Kaley
Outdoor adventures 

come in a variety of 
forms. Some involve 
hiking, hunting or fi sh-
ing. Some take place 
close to home, others in 
exotic locations. 

And there are ventures 
“into the wild” that ex-
ist in the imagination of 
a person who may not 
be not quite sure how to 
make the adventure a re-
ality. 

Anyone — a veteran 
explorer or a novice — 
needing help with an 
outdoor adventure of 
any type should con-
sider giving Steppin’ 
Outdoors a call at 580-
450-1599 or visit Step-
pinOutdoorsToday.com. 
The experienced staff 
there can make arrange-
ments for just about any 
excursion. 

And here’s something 
nice: Cotton Electric 
members can present 
their Co-op Connections 
Card to receive a 15 per-
cent discount on guides 
and tours. 

Founder Brandon Ar-
rington is joined by his 
wife, Lindy; brother, 
Braylin; and Roger 
Mayer of Elgin. All are 
seasoned outdoor enthu-
siasts, boasting a com-
bined 95 years of experi-
ence. 

In addition to plenty of 
time in the fi eld, Bran-
don spent several years 
as part of “Wild Okla-
homa,” a television and 
radio show. Setting up 
for broadcast excursions 
provided the experience 
needed to start his own 
business arranging ad-
ventures. 

Steppin’ Outdoors is 
based in Corum where 
Brandon and Lindy live, 
but they can arrange 
expeditions to nearly 

any location desired. 
They can help if a client 
wishes to go fi shing one 
of the Great Lakes or 
take an African safari to 
hunt big game — with a 
weapon or a camera. 

“If you just want to 
spend the weekend on 
the Red River, we can do 
that, too,” Brandon Ar-
rington said. 

To some folks in state 
and out, southwest Okla-
homa is an exotic hunt-
ing or fi shing location. 

“Sometimes corpora-
tions have employees 
come to the area for 
long-term training,” Ar-
rington offered as an ex-
ample. 

“Steppin’ Outdoors 
provides a way to en-
tertain those employees. 
They might have seen 
mudcat fi shing on TV 
and they want to try that. 
We take them out and 
make sure they have a 
good time and a safe 
time.” 

Convenience and safe-
ty are the vital compo-
nents Steppin’ Outdoors 
offers. The staff makes 
all arrangements for any 
outing at a comfort level 
dictated by clients. “We 
can make it primitive or 

we can load it with ame-
nities.” 

Arrington and his staff 
will make sure adventur-
ers have all the neces-
sary gear for the chosen 
experience and that all 
will return home safely 
— with great stories to 
tell.  

The staff can serve 
as guides and teachers. 
For example, noodling 
(bare-handed catfi shing) 
has become a popular 
quest. Arrington said he 
always confi rms the skill 
level before taking a cli-
ent noodling. If they are 
fi rst-timers, he will take 
the clients to a safe loca-
tion to learn. 

“Never noodle by 
yourself,” he cautioned. 
“Inexperienced people 
see noodling on TV 
and think they can do 
it. Some people have 
drowned that way.” 

Arrington and the 
staff are well-versed in 
the differences between 
river noodling and lake 
noodling. “It’s night and 
day different,” he noted. 
“The techniques, the 
way you catch and han-
dle the fi sh, everything is 
different.” 

Steppin’ Outdoors 

conducts outdoor edu-
cational events such as 
women’s noodling clin-
ics that mix learning 
with the fun. They can 
also arrange corporate 
outings, family ven-
tures or retreats for team 
building.  

One business event 
appeals to area hunters, 
while at the same time 
helping to eliminate a 
local nuisance. The an-
nual Steppin’ Outdoors 
Feral Hog Hunt is held 
the fi rst weekend in Feb-
ruary, just after the close 
of deer season. 

Hunting, fi shing or 
simply spending some 
time communing with 
the great outdoors is 
possible for anyone, 
thanks to the expert care 
provided by Steppin’ 
Outdoors. 

Steppin’ Outdoors
15% discount on guides and tours

Ready for adventure?
Let the folks at Steppin’ Outdoors guide the way

Lindy and Brandon Arrington work together to make sure Steppin’ Out-
doors clients stay safe and have a great outdoor experience. The staff also 
includes Brandon’s brother, Braylin Arrington, and Roger Mayer of Elgin. 
Mayer is the marine manager for Steppin’ Outdoors. All four have exten-
sive backgrounds in hunting and fi shing.

HOLT ELECTRIC
Over 30 yEARS eXPERIENCE

Serving the Metro and Southern Oklahoma

580-658-0578

Beaver Creek Construction, LLC

A+

Call Dustin Sorrels at:

Limited Wind Warranty 
Up to 130 MPH

with Lifetime Limited Warranty against Algae Growth
Featuring: ScotchgardTM

 
Protector

Quality 

      with

Phipps Backhoe
& Storm Shelters

Precast Storm Shelters
(10 Year Warranty)

Septic & Aerobic Systems
www.phippsbackhoe.com

580-252-4100 or 580-467-1018
3905 Empire Rd., Duncan, OK 73533 

Home Grown Trees
Balled & Burlapped

Bald Cypress - Red Oak
Lace Bark Elm - Pine Trees

Bradford Pear - - Silver Maple
Sweet Gum - Golden Rain
Pine Trees - Crape Myrtles

Chinese Pistache
On 10 or More of the Same Variety

656-7273 -- 580-255-1892
2116 N 5th, Duncan, OK

Big
Discount

No Taxes



By Karen Kaley 
Fiesta in Fuqua lives 

up to its name. It is a 
party in the park, a back-
to-school celebration for 
youth, with an emphasis 
on health and education. 

This particular party is 
thrown by the commu-
nity. It is the coming to-
gether of many resourc-
es: Volunteers, business 
sponsors, civic organi-
zations and in-kind and 
monetary donors and 
grantors. 

The festivities start 
early to beat the late 
summer heat. Participat-
ing students and their 
families will get fl iers 
with instructions upon 
arriving between 8:30 
and 11:30 a.m. Aug. 3 in 
Duncan’s Fuqua Park. 

Students will be direct-
ed to the “student store,” 
where they will receive a 
grade-appropriate color-
coded card. Each child 
must collect 10 different 
punches or signatures by 
taking part in activities 
at various spots through-
out the park. 

Many activities are 
aimed at getting the 
child moving. Kids will 
be able to throw bas-
ketballs, take part in 
races, jump a rope or 
hopscotch, toss a bean 
bag or try triggering a 
dunk tank. Cotton Elec-
tric will be on hand with 
an energy bike, where 
youngsters will have to 
pedal to light up a row 
of light bulbs.  

Health checks are a big 
part of the event. Parents 
can take shot records 
so children can receive 
free immunizations at 
the Oklahoma Caring 
van. Duncan Family Eye 
Care will offer free vi-
sion screenings and Dr. 
Gerrad Davis will offer 
dental checks. Height 
and weight measure-
ments will be recorded 
at the First Aid station. 

A couple of stops will 
focus on fi re safety, 
while another will focus 

on fun. Kiddie Land will 
be open and all children 
will ride for free. 

Kids can choose from 
more than 25 activities 
then take their complet-
ed card back to the “stu-
dent store” to exchange 
it for a sack full of the 
supplies listed by area 
schools. 

There will be plenty 
of donated or sponsored 
crayons, glue sticks, pen-
cils, erasers, notebook 
paper and pocket fold-
ers. Supplies will range 
from Play-Doh® for 
kindergartners to index 
cards for high schoolers. 

By this time, students 
and their families will 
surely have worked up 
an appetite from activi-
ties and a mighty thirst 
from the heat. Yellow-
shirted volunteers from 
Mullins Baptist Asso-
ciation will fi x that by 

serving donated Bar-S 
hot dogs, water and soft 
drinks.  

All this comes togeth-
er thanks to the efforts 
of New Hope Baptist 
Church West (NHBCW) 
members, hundreds of 
volunteers, Fiesta in 
Fuqua committee, and 
lots of bargain hunting. 
Daisy Lawler heads up 
the Fiesta in Fuqua com-
mittee. 

She said 2013 will be 
the ninth year for the 
back-to-school pub-
lic event. Originally a 
project of the Stephens 
County Health Depart-
ment, it has been coor-
dinated by NHBCW for 
the past four years.  

Lawler makes sure 
all businesses sponsor-
ing activities or supplies 
are contacted annually. 
She rounds up volun-
teers from NHBCW and 

other local groups such 
as Lucky Circle Social 
Club and OSU Alumni, 
who have invited Pistol 
Pete to make an appear-
ance this year. 

She collects donations 
of free passes for activi-
ties such as bowling and 
skating, and applies for 
grants to cover supplies 
that are not donated. 

Cotton Electric Chari-
table Foundation has 
made four grants to the 
event totaling $2,120 
over the past few years. 

Lawler and other 
members of NHBCW 
keep an eye out all year 
for sales on supplies that 
are not donated. A few 
days before the event, 
volunteers meet at the 
church to begin sorting 
and organizing hundreds 
of colored folders, pack-
ages of paper and boxes 
of art supplies.  

Conveniently, the 
church is the rain loca-
tion. If a rare August 
downpour comes along, 
the supplies for as many 
as 1,000 or more stu-
dents won’t have to be 
transported.  

An estimated 3,000 
people go through Fuqua 
Park the day of the fi -
esta. Lawler said it all 
happens because of the 
strong community sup-
port the event enjoys. 

“We couldn’t do this 
without the help from 
volunteers and fi nancial 
and in-kind donations 
from around the com-
munity.” 
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Kade Barrington looks through school supplies 
he received while taking part in Duncan’s Fi-
esta in Fuqua in 2012. The annual event offers 
supplies and healthy activities for school-aged 
children. Cotton Electric Charitable Founda-
tion has supported the event in past years with 
grants totaling $2,120. Kade is the son of Ashley 
Barrington. His grandparents, Edia and Donde 
Killgore, are Cotton Electric members. All are 
Marlow residents.

Fiesta fun way to prepare for school
Download CECF grant 

applications at 
cottonelectric.com. 

Deadline for third-quarter 2013 
grant applications is Aug. 30.

OPERATION

All loans are subject to credit approval. Advertised APR is for consumers with a minimum credit score of 700, but we have 
other great rates and loan terms available. APR is limited to new loans with balances ranging from $5,000 - $150,000. 
Refinances of existing Arvest loans may qualify with an increase of 50% of current loan balance or $5,000 whichever is 
greater. Collateral restrictions may apply. Excluded loans include bridge loans, initial construction loans, real estate purchase 
transactions, and transactions originated through our affiliate, Arvest Mortgage Company. Offer valid June 1 through                                  
July 31, 2013.  Available at all Arvest locations.  

Member
FDIC

The Arvest Summer Loan Sale
Now’s the perfect time to get a loan for whatever you’re 
wanting. This summer, Arvest has great rates, as low as 2.49%. 
Treat yourself to a car, ski boat, vacation or that kitchen update 
you’ve been wanting. The friendly people at Arvest make it 
easy to get started. Apply online or visit your nearby Arvest 
Bank. But hurry, the sale ends July 31, 2013.

arvest.com/249

     GET 

ON YOUR 
KITCHEN REMODEL.

(580) 250-4500

Rustic Furniture

Headboards $205 t0 $272

Chests $240 to $425

Cowhides $149 to $245

Find Us On Facebook
1813 N Hwy 81, Duncan, OK

Hall Tree $314.95  I  Gun Cabinet $438.95  I  Desk $324.95

Poultry 
Nesting
Boxes
Arvel Hignite
Rush Springs
580-641-1267
580-476-2608

Ricky Sparks
580-658-6442

OR
580-450-3673

Has The Drought Taken Its Toll 
On Your Stock Pond Water? 

Call For Your Estimate!
To Clean Out Or Enlarge Your Ponds!

DOZERS - TRACKHOES 
WHEEL LOADERS - DUMP TRUCKS 

EXCAVATIONGRADING

The Drought Taken Its

L LOADERS - DUMP TR
EXCAVANG

5

5
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Kids are getting out of 
school, the grill is com-
ing out of storage and va-
cation season is upon us. 
As you make your sum-
mer plans, don’t forget 
the power of your Co-op 
Connections Card. Cot-
ton Electric and the Co-
op Connections Card 
program boast a wide 
range of local and na-
tional discounts. 

Wow your guests at 
your next gathering with 
party accessories from 
Gifts to Treasure or 
American Scents in Dun-
can. Be sure to cook up 
great things using items 
from Gourmet Gadgetré 
in Lawton. Those local 
merchants offer 10 per-
cent discounts. 

Check the Connec-
tions.Coop website for 
great national deals like 

these: Grill up a master-
piece with goodies from 
Omaha Steaks or custom 
smokers from Smokin’ 
Tex.

Keep your home cool 
with $200 off a service 
call from Cool It, Inc. 
Keep your home safe 
with a 10 percent dis-
count on new locks in-
stalled by Johnson & 
Johnson Locksmith. 
Both are Lawton mer-
chants

Planning to travel? 
Before you leave, get a 
discount on service de-
partment repairs on your 
car at Billingsley Ford 
in Duncan or Lawton. 
If someone is travel-
ing to see you, consider 
putting them up at Bluff 
Creek Lodge in Ste-
phens County.

Lodging discounts 

from beachfront prop-
erties to road trip stop 
overs can be found from 
the Wyndham Hotel 
Group, Best Western, 
Motel 6 and La Quinta. 
The ideal rental car can 
be found with our Hertz, 
National and Alamo 
deals. Find these on the 
Connections.Coop web-
site. 

If heart-pounding rides 
are in your plans, special 
pricing for all Six Flags 

Theme Parks is available. 
If you and the kids are 

staying home, fi nd a just-
right toy or gift at Blue-
Eyed Girls-Dear Friends 
in Duncan or Baby Glam 
& Mama, Too! in Mar-
low. Mom can fi nd more 
great clothing selections 
at Tans Plus in Coman-
che and the 18th Block 
in Lawton.

If you’re celebrating 
an anniversary, birthday, 
or have a “just because” 

day, check out the fl ow-
ers and gifts at Flowers, 
Etc. in Elgin or Nita’s 
Flowers in Marlow. 
More gift selections can 
be found at Studio 17 in 
Elgin, The Salt Cellar in 
Lawton, The Branded 
Bear in Medicine Park.

Why not fi x up the 
house with fi nds from 
Addington Station An-
tiques or Nancy’s An-
tiques in Waurika. Find 
more bargains at Antique 
Adventures in Lawton 
or Medicine Creek Gal-
lery in Medicine Park.

If golfi ng is your idea 
of a great summer activi-
ty, don’t forget Lakeside 
Golf Course in Walters 
offers $5 green fees on 
Mondays and Tuesdays.

For savings on the go, 

download the Co-op 
Connections app at Con-
nections.Coop website.

If you use your Co-op 
Connections Card to get 
a great bargain this sum-
mer, share it with other 
co-op members. Take 
a picture of the item or 
receipt showing the dis-
count and email it and a 
description of the great 
deal you got to info@
co t tone l ec t r i c . com. 
We’ll post the informa-
tion on our Facebook 
page.

Hot summer, cool savings
Use Co-op Connections Card, website to save big bucks

Chisholm Trail Heritage Center 
in Duncan is hosting a number of 
art workshops during the summer.  

Watercolors for Seniors will 
be from 9 a.m. to noon July 1-3. 
Andy Couch will lead the ses-
sions. 

Hello! It’s Me! Portrait Draw-
ing led by Crystal Mayes is 
scheduled for July 8-12. Sessions 
for middle schoolers, grades 5 
through 8, will be from 9:30 a.m. 
to noon. Sessions for high school 
students and adults will be from 
1:30 to 4 p.m. 

Crocheting: Designer on a 
Dime is for ages 8 and up. Ses-
sions will be from 2 to 4 p.m. July 
15-19, led by Neva Kitsmiller.  

Introduction to Visual Media 
dabbles in a little bit of every-
thing and is for ages 12 to adult. 
Sessions are set for 6 to 9 p.m. 
July 15-19. 

Sculpture: The Original 3D is 
a class for ages 9 to 15. Sessions 
will run from 9 a.m. to noon July 
22-26. 

Found Items Jewelry: A Class 
for Partners is designed for pairs 
of relatives or friends. Classes are 
from 1 to 4 p.m. July 22-26. 

Video and Filmmaker Camp is 
July 29 through Aug. 2. Sessions 

for grades 5-8 will be from 9 a.m. 
to noon, and grades 9-12 from 1 
to 4 p.m. 

A Little Sketchy is billed as a 
drawing camp for grownups. Ses-
sions are from 6 to 9 p.m. Aug. 
19-23.  

Descriptions for each session, 
registration fees and forms and 
other information can be found 
on the Chisholm Trail Heritage 
Center Facebook page under the 
Events tab. 

For information, call Leah 
Mulkey at 580-252-6692. 

CTHC offers summer art classes

Nominations for the 
2013 FSA (Farm Service 
Agency) County Com-
mittee will be accepted 
June 17 through Aug. 1.

According to Janlyn 
Griffi n, executive di-
rector for Comanche 
County FSA, this year’s 
nominations will be ac-
cepted from farmers and 
ranchers in Local Ad-
ministrative Area (LAA) 
No. 2. This area includes 
the eastern portion of the 
county to include Ster-
ling, Pumpkin Center, 
and Lawton. 

Eligible producers may 
nominate themselves or 
be nominated by a fellow 
producer. 

On Nov. 4, election 
ballots will be mailed 
to eligible voters. These 
ballots must be returned 
to the FSA offi ce by Dec. 
2. 

The producer with the 
most votes will serve a 
three-year term on the 
committee beginning 
Jan. 1, 2014. The pro-
ducer with the second 
most votes will serve as 
alternate. 

Currently, Joshua Sul-
livan represents LAA #2.

“The FSA county com-
mittee system is unique 
among government 
agencies, because it al-
lows producers to make 
important decisions con-

cerning the local admin-
istration of federal farm 
programs,” Griffi n said. 

“I urge all eligible 
farmers and producers, 
especially minorities and 
women, to get involved 
and make a real differ-
ence in their commu-
nities by voting in this 
year’s elections.” 

Committee members 
apply their knowledge 
and judgment to make 
decisions on disaster 
and conservation pay-
ments, establishment of 
allotments and yields, 
producer appeals, em-
ploying FSA county 
executive directors and 
other local issues. FSA 

committees operate 
within offi cial regula-
tions designed to carry 
out federal laws. 

For information, con-
tact the Comanche coun-
ty FSA offi ce at 580-
353-2115, Ext. 2 or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/ok.

FSA County Committee nominations open

COTTON COUNTY RURAL WATER DISTRICT #2 
2012 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report 

 
We're very pleased to provide you with this year's Annual Quality Water Report. We want to keep you informed about the 

excellent water and services we have delivered to you over the past year. Our goal is and always has been, to provide to you a safe 
and dependable supply of drinking water. Our water source is from wells located about 10 miles west of Walters,  and 12 miles west 
of Lawton, Oklahoma. We are happy to report that our drinking water is safe and meets Federal and State requirements. 

If you have any questions about this report or concerning your water utility, please contact Jerry Phillips at Cotton County 
Rural Water Office, 229 N. Broadway, Walters, Oklahoma 73572, phone (580) 875-2027. We want our valued customers to be 
informed about their water utility. If you want to learn more, please attend any of our regularly scheduled meetings. They are held on 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month beginning at 7:30 p.m. at 229 North Broadway in Walters Oklahoma.  

Cotton County Rural Water District #2 routinely monitors for contaminants in your drinking water according to Federal and 
State laws.  This table shows the results of our monitoring for the period of January 1, to December 31, 2012. 

In the table below you will find many terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar with. To help you better 
understand these terms we've provided the following definitions: 

 Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l) 
              Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter (ug/l) 
              Picocuries per liter (pCi/l) - picocuries per liter is a measure of the radioactivity in water. 

Action Level (AL) - The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which 
a water system must follow. 

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) - The MCL is the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. 
MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal - The MCLG is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no 
known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some 
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about 
contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA's Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791). 

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, 
and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some 
cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.   

TEST RESULTS 
     

Contaminant Violation 
Y/N 

Level 
Detected 

Range 
Detected 

MCL MCLG Likely Source of 
Contamination 

Radioactive Contaminants 
 
Beta/photon emitters (pCi/l) 
 

N 1.614 UG/L 1.43 – 1.879 50 0 Decay of Natural and man-
made deposits 

 
Nitrate-Nitrate 
 

N 
Year 2012 

Monitoring, 
Routine 
Major 

7.63 MG/L 0-7.63 0 7.63 Runoff from fertilizer use; 
leaching from septic tanks, 
sewage; erosion of natural 
deposits 

Inorganic Contaminants 
 
 
Barium (ppb) 
 

N 311UG/L  16.3UG/L 311UG/ Discharge of drilling wastes; 
discharge from metal refineries; 
erosion of natural deposits 

 
Arsenic 
 

N .013mg/l .013 to .014 
mg/l 

   

 
 
Fluoride (ppm) 
 
 

N 4.00 MG/L 2 to 4.00 
MG/L 

  Erosion of natural deposits; 
water additive which promotes 
strong teeth; discharge from 
fertilizer and aluminum 
Factories 

 
Coliform 
 

N 
 

 
 
 

   Group of bacteria that are 
passed through the fecal 
excrement of humans, 
livestock, and wildlife 

What does this mean? 
  We have learned through our monitoring and testing that some contaminants have been detected. The EPA has 

determined that your water IS SAFE at these levels. 
   

Thank you for allowing us to continue providing your family with clean, quality water this year. In order to maintain a safe 
and dependable water supply, we sometimes need to make improvements that will benefit all of our customers. These 
improvements are sometimes reflected as rate structure adjustments. Thank you for understanding. 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. 
Immunocompromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ 
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from 
infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on 
appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other microbiological contaminants are available from the 
Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791). 

“We at Cotton County Rural Water District #2 work around-the-clock to provide top quality water to every tap”, said Jerry 
Phillips. We ask that all our customers help us protect our water sources which are the heart of our community, our way of li fe and 
our children's future.  Please call our office if you have questions. 

 
 
 
 
 

Dale Wampler
Automatic

Transmission
119 E. Kansas
Walters, OK

580-875-2960
We repair all makes and models

Overhauls and safeguard service

Cooler and shift kits installed

     

Walters, Duncan, Lawton Areas
Hours

Closed


