
By Karen Kaley
Cotton Electric employees put a lot 

of time and effort into improving the 
quality of service provided to mem-
bers of the cooperative. We are al-
ways looking for ways to streamline 
in order to keep power affordable. 

Providing service is more than 
stringing wire between poles so the 
lights will come on when a person 
flips a switch. Take bill paying, for 
example.  

Probably a least favorite topic, but 
the cooperative is open to all people 
willing to accept the responsibilities 
of membership, which includes pay-
ing for the power consumed.  

Cotton Electric offers a variety 
of ways to make payments, and we 
have recently improved one of those 
methods. Members wishing to pay by 
phone have a new toll-free number to 
call and a new cheerful voice to guide 
them through the process.  

Jeff Simpson, vice president of 
finance, said the integrated voice-
recognition (IVR) system provides a 
convenient yet safe environment for 
members to make payments over the 
phone. 

“We are using this automated sys-
tem to comply with the Payment Card 
Industry Data Security Standard. 
These worldwide requirements are 
designed to help companies prevent 
credit card and bank account fraud 
through increased data controls. 

“Moving to this system ensures our 
continued ability to offer our mem-
bers the convenience of making debit 
or credit card payments and check 
payments over the phone.” 

Before making the call, members 
will need to have some information 
ready. He or she will need a Cot-
ton Electric account number and the 
credit card or banking account num-
bers from which the payment will be 
made. Callers should also know how 
much they plan to pay. 

Members calling 1-855-730-8711 
will be greeted with a recorded voice 
saying, “Welcome to Cotton Elec-
tric’s pay-by-phone system.”  

After that, it is all a matter of press-
ing numbers on the phone’s keypad. It 
wouldn’t hurt to have pencil and pa-
per handy, to jot down menu choices. 

At the first menu, callers will be 
asked if they want to: 

1. Check account status or make a 

payment; 
2. Update phone number; or 
3. Create or update PIN number. 
Didn’t quite catch the choices? 

Press 9 and the menu will be repeat-
ed. This is true every time a list of op-
tions is given. 

A few things members should know: 
•	The system will always pro-

vide the account’s balance, past due 
amount and due date. Cotton Electric 
members using MyChoice, our pre-
paid billing option, should disregard 
the balance mentioned by the IVR 
system. An accurate balance can be 
found at MyUsage.com. 

•	When entering the amount to be 
paid, enter enough digits to account 
for dollars and cents without a deci-
mal. For example, enter 15003 fol-
lowed by the pound sign (#) to make 
a payment of $150.03. 

•	The key to successfully making a 
payment is to go slowly and to listen 
carefully to each menu of options. For 
a repeat of options, simply press 9. 

•	Hanging up before completing the 
transaction will stop the process.  

Phone payments can be made any-
time, any day. The IVR system by-
passes the phone system at the Wal-
ters headquarters and Duncan office, 
which means that phone payments 
will not be delayed by other issues 
such as widespread outages.  

Aside from the IVR system for 
phone payments, Cotton Electric of-
fers a variety of other payment meth-
ods: 

•	By mail: Use the return envelope 
that comes with a power bill. Enclose 
a check and the bottom portion of the 
bill. Remember that stamps are now 
$0.49 each. 

•	In person: We accept cash, checks 
and money orders at our headquar-
ters, 226 N. Broadway in Walters, and 
at our Duncan office, 1101 W. Oak. 
Business hours at both offices are 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day, except holidays. Cash payments 
are also accepted at Liberty National 
Bank’s branches in Lawton, Medicine 
Park and Elgin.  

•	Online electronic check: Members 
with computers can visit CottonElec-
tric.com and click on the Online Bill 
Pay button. The View/Pay My Bill 
page will offer a Pay By Check or Pay 
By Credit/Debit Card link to E-bill 
Consumer Self Service. Members can 

sign up for online account access and 
pay by this method any time of day. 
Payments made after 2 p.m. will be 
credited to Cotton Electric accounts 
at the open of the next business day.  

•	Monthly bank draft: This method 
requires an Authorization Agree-
ment for Automatic Debit form and 
a voided, unsigned check. The forms 
are available at either office or can be 
downloaded at the Payment Options 
page of our website. We can also mail 
the form to you. Once it is filled out 
and returned, it takes a few days to ar-
range for your checking account to be 
drafted 15 days after your billing date 
each month.  

•	Moneygram: These transactions 
are handled at Walmart and CVS 
stores anywhere in the United States. 
There is a fee for this transaction that 
requires cash or a debit card. Use bill-
ing code 7933. 

•	Average Monthly Payment: Mem-
bers needing help budgeting for elec-

tric bills may want to enroll in our 
Average Monthly Payment (AMP) 
plan. Qualifying members will have a 
12-month billing history and the ac-
count should be in current status. This 
means that the current billing should 
not be past due, no unpaid balance 
should exist on the account and that 
previous credit history has been good.  

The average of the previous 12 
months is reflected in a monthly bill. 
The amount of each month’s bill will 
vary some due to fluctuations in fuel 
costs, variations in usage and rate 
changes. With AMP, instead of high 
and low bills as the seasons change, 
bill amounts will tend to flatten and 
be close to the same amount each 
month. Any of the payment methods 
listed above can be used when pay-
ing on accounts using the Average 
Monthly Payment plan. 

Please contact our billing depart-
ment at (580) 875-3351 to make sure 
that you qualify for this plan. 
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The power cost ad-
justment applied to bills 
mailed after Feb. 1 is 
($0.00717) per kWh and 
($0.00532) per kWh for 
bills mailed after Mar. 1.

On a member’s aver-
age bill of 1500 kilowatt 
hours (kWh), this will 
amount to a credit of 
$10.76 on his or her Feb-
ruary bill and a credit of 
$7.98 on the March bill.

Day	 High	 Low	 Avg.
 1	 60	 25	 43
 2	 41	 19	 30
 3	 53	 18	 36
 4	 61	 29	 45
 5  	 32  	 15  	 24
 6	 29	  7	 18
 7	 50	 11	 31
 8	 47	 30	 39
 9	 40	 34	 37
10	 63	 29	 46
11	 66	 28	 47
12	 79	 23	 51
13	 62	 27	 45
14	 59	 23	 41
15	 60	 18	 39
Source: srh.noaa.gov/oun/

Day	 High	 Low	 Avg.
16	 64	 25	 45
17	 53	 30	 42
18	 69	 23	 46
19	 69	 21	 45
20	 75	 21	 48
21	 45	 23	 34
22	 54	 18	 36
23	 39	 14	 27
24	 46	  6	 26
25	 71	 22	 47
26	 70	 25	 48
27	 47	 19	 33
28	 35	 10	 23
29	 48	  6	 27
30	 65	 29	 47
31	 48	 30	 39

Daylight Saving Time 
begins at 2 a.m. Sunday, 
March 9. Turn clocks 
forward one hour.

The next issue of The 
Current will be delivered 
on  March 17, 2014.Average Daily High: 55    Average Daily Low: 21

A Publication of Cotton Electric Cooperative Inc. 

The     Current
“The Current - Informing Our Members Since 1957”

Pay-by-phone 
has new number

Cotton Electric members wanting to make 
a payment by phone will need an account 
number and the credit card or banking 
account numbers handy. Begin the process 
by calling 1-855-730-8711. After that, it’s 
all a matter of pressing numbers on the 
phone’s keypad. 

1-855-730-8711



	 Page 2   	 Current           News	 February 18, 2014

February 3 marked the first day of 
the second regular session of the 54th 
Oklahoma Legislature. Our elected 
officials have a big task in front of 
them as they research, evaluate and 
vote on hundreds of bills by the end 
of session on May 30. 

There will be many decisions made 
in the days ahead. A major part of our 
duties here at the cooperative include 
working with our elected officials to 
educate them about the cooperative 
difference and issues that affect you, 
our members. It is our job to stay on 
top of the issues – both at the state 
and federal levels – and do our best to 
ensure that fair and balanced energy-
related bills are passed. 

As the legislative session progress-
es, we will keep our members updated 
about any bills that are of concern to 
Cotton Electric through our Facebook 
and Twitter accounts, as well as The 
Current. We encourage our members 
to become involved in the political 
process, and have a few suggestions 
on how to get started.  

First, we urge you to visit oklegis-
lature.gov, the official website of the 
Oklahoma House and Senate. You 
can research and track bills and can 
watch live video feeds of the House 
and Senate floors while in session.  

Another tool available to assist you 
is a digital legislative guide created by 
the Oklahoma Association of Electric 
Cooperatives. The free app provides 
detailed profiles, interactive contact 
links, a comprehensive list of state 
and federal elected officials and a 
map that can be personalized. To find 
the app, search for “OAEC 54th Leg-
islature Guide” in the Google Play or 
iTunes stores. 

We also encourage you to partici-
pate at the federal level through the 
Cooperative Action Network (CAN) 
at www.action.coop. CAN is a web-
site that explains legislative concerns 
of electric cooperatives and provides 
members the opportunity to contact 
legislators and agencies electroni-
cally. Currently, CAN is encouraging 
members to ask the Environmental 
Protection Agency to continue their 
“all of the above” energy strategy 
and work with electric cooperatives 
on a commonsense solution that bal-
ances energy needs and environmen-
tal concerns.  

Collectively, electric cooperatives 
provide electric service to 42 million 
members. With your help, we can 
make a difference and keep electricity 
affordable. Let’s take action!

December 2013 Operating Stats
	  	 2013	 2012
Total Amount Billed/Accrued	 $6,653,591 	 $5,345,625
Cost of Purchased Power	 4,435,953	 3,585,298
Taxes	 110,625	 87,923
Total Operating Expense Per Mile	 1,135	 950
Average Farm and Residential Bill	 203	 155
Average Farm and Residential kWh	 2,016	 1,648
Total Meters Billed (farm, residential)	 18,110	 17,963
Miles Energized	 5,131	 5,140
Density Per Mile	 3.53	 3.49
New Service Connects YTD	 360	 401
Services Retired	 189	 216
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Mission Statement
Our mission is to be 

the leader in providing 
the most reliable and 
innovative electric 
system, with afford-
able rates, through the 
positive, enthusiastic 
and professional use 
of its resources and 
people.

Lawmakers’ decisions can 
affect co-op’s members

Membership Matters
By Jennifer Meason

Be in the loop with 
GoGoGeo Challenge

Want to be in the loop? Take the GoGoGeo Chal-
lenge and discover the potential savings that are 
available by retrofitting your home with state-of-
the-art ground source heat pump technology. For 
just a few moments of your time, this survey will 
show you the projected energy savings, tax incen-
tives and environmental benefits of geothermal 
technology.

The GoGoGeo Challenge is a unique education-
al opportunity and sweepstakes created by Touch-
stone Energy® Cooperatives, and sponsored 
by Bosch, ClimateMaster, and the International 
Ground Source Heat Pump Association. The 2014 
Challenge will be conducted between Feb. 1 and 
Nov. 21, with a goal of providing geothermal tech-
nology information to a wide range of audiences. 

Entering is simple. Go to the Challenge website, 
GoGoGeoChallenge.com and view the Calendar 
of Events to find where program representatives 
will be available, such as county and state fairs 
and cooperative annual meetings. Also, check 
with your local Touchstone Energy Cooperative, 
as they too can tell you the nearest location to take 
the challenge.  

When taking the challenge, a representative will 
enter information into a software program de-
signed to estimate the possible savings of retro-
fitting your home with geothermal technology. A 
brief savings summary, in addition to any tax cred-
its and other incentives offered by each respective 
electric cooperative, will then be provided. 

By taking the GoGoGeo Challenge, you are reg-
istered to win some great prizes, such as one of 
three Kawasaki utility or all-terrain vehicles that 
are the grand prizes. Additional prizes, including 
Yukon cooler/lockers and Visa gift cards, will be 
given away regionally throughout the sweepstakes 
period. 

The three grand prizes will be awarded in De-
cember 2014, while the other prizes will be given 
away at various regional events during the year. 
Check the website to learn more about which ven-
ues will have specific prize drawings. 

So, go ahead – get in the loop – the geothermal 
loop. And, take the GoGoGeo Challenge.

There’s a new lighting mas-
cot in town. CFL Charlie, 
a cartoon mascot for 
Touchstone Energy 
Cooperatives®, the 
brand “ID” of the 
nation’s not-for-
profit, consumer-
owned electric co-
operatives, helps 
families become 
“Super Savers” by 
switching to energy-
efficient light bulbs. 
In 2013 he was joined 
by LED Lucy, a dazzling, 
spunky mascot lighting the 
way for even brighter bulb sav-
ings.

	 Lighting standards started 
shifting away from traditional 
lightbulbs in 2012. CFL Char-
lie and LED Lucy want to make 
sure Cotton Electric Cooperative 
members know about all lighting 
options. 

	 “I’m older than I look,” LED Lucy 
confides. The mascot’s light-emitting di-
odes beam. “The first LED was created 
in 1927. Since then, we’ve added stylish 
colors, and costs dropped. I love bargains, 
and LED prices get lower every year!”

	 The mascots share a few pointers on 
their energy-efficiency namesakes.  

Compact Fluorescent Lamps (CFLs)
	 CFL Charlie—and other bulbs like him—are the 

most common and economical efficient lightbulbs 
on the market. The swirly style is linked to the 
concept of efficient lighting, but some consumers 
haven’t warmed to the design.

	 “Not everyone likes to see my swirls,” explains 
Charlie. “That’s fine by me—everyone has a dif-
ferent sense of style. Several of my friends are de-
signed to look just like a traditional lightbulb.”

	 CFLs offer 75 percent energy savings over tra-
ditional incandescent bulbs and pay for themselves 

in 9 months, according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy.

Light emitting diodes (LEDs)
	 Light emitting diodes 

(LEDs) have been used for years 
in cell phones and other elec-
tronics. Most diodes are small—
about half the size of a pencil 
eraser. By banding several small 
diodes together, a bright and de-

pendable light emerges. As their 
popularity grows, some compa-

nies are making light with a single, 
bright LED chip. New ways to 
build LEDs with help drive down 
costs.

	 “It’s going to be fun to watch 
LED Lucy gain fans,” laughs 
Charlie. “She uses a little less 
energy than me, and lasts 25 
times longer than traditional in-

candescent bulbs.”
	 Because lighting adds up 

to 10 percent of a home’s elec-
tric bill, every bulb counts. To help 

children learn more about lighting, visit 
www.kidsenergyzone.com.  

Source: Touchstone Energy Coopera-
tives, U.S. Department of Energy

New bulb on the block: Meet LED Lucy
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Photo of the Month

This photo of 7-month-old Jace McAllister was taken by Mi-
yah Arnold, 15, during a valentine photo shoot hosted by and for 
people who “Love” photography. Jace is the son of Jessica and 
Kyle McAllister, and Miyah is the daughter of Cotton Electric 
member Sandy Arnold. All live in the Lawton area.

Enter your “best shot” in our Photo of the Month contest. 
Theme for March is “Spring.” Email entries to info@cottonelec-
tric.com or mail to The Current, 226 N. Broadway, Walters, OK 
73572. Winners will receive a Cotton Electric prize package of 
CEC goodies.

If you would like your commu-
nity event listed in the March issue, 
please submit information by March 
4, by calling 580-875-4255 or send an 
email to info@cottonelectric.com.           

AARP offers tax prep assistance 
AARP offers free tax preparation on 

a first-come, first-served basis through 
the tax due date of April 15 at several 
locations in the Cotton Electric ser-
vice area. No appointment is neces-
sary but certain documents are. Tax-
payers should take last year’s income 
tax return, all W-2 and 1099 forms, 
information about any other income, 
adjustment and deduction documents, 
Social Security cards for each person 
on a return, and property taxes if he or 
she plans to itemize. 

Trained IRS volunteers will be 
available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Mondays and Thursdays, and 
from noon to 4 p.m. Wednesdays at 
the Center for Creative Living, 3501 
Dr. Elsie Hamm Drive, Lawton. A fi-
nal session will be from 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 15. 

Volunteers will be on hand from 4 to 
7 p.m. Mondays, 1 to 5 p.m. Wednes-
days and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursdays 
at Lawton Public Library, 110 SW 4th 
Street. 

The free service is available from 
8:30 to 11 a.m. Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays in the Duncan Public 
Library Annex, 2211 N. U.S. High-
way 81.  

DLT presents ‘Fiddler on the Roof’
Duncan Little Theatre presents 

“Fiddler on the Roof,” a rich historical 
musical set in the little village of Anat-
evka, Russia. Tevye, a poor dairyman, 
tries to instill in his five daughters the 
traditions of his tight-knit Jewish com-
munity in the face of changing social 
mores and the growing anti-Semitism 
of Czarist Russia.  

Performances are set for 7:30 p.m. 
Feb 21 and 22 in the Simmons Center 
in Duncan. 

Tickets are available at the door. For 
information, see duncanlittletheatre.
com or call 580-252-8331. 

Indiahoma FBC notes anniversary 
Members of Indiahoma First Baptist 

Church will celebrate its 70th anniver-
sary during worship service at 10:45 
a.m. Feb. 23. Roy Jaye of Hutchinson, 
Kan., formerly of Indiahoma, will be a 
special guest speaker. 

Lunch will be provided at the church 
before an afternoon service at 1:30 
featuring special music and testimony 
time. A reception will follow. 

Pastor Les Banks invites everyone 
to join this celebration of 70 years of 
faith family and friends. 

DRH offers ‘Give it a Tri’
Duncan Regional Hospital’s Health 

Foundation is sponsoring “Give it a 
Tri,” and sprint triathlon set for Feb. 
24 at the Simmons Center.  

With divisions for adult and youth 
individuals and teams, this is an op-
portunity to try the combination 
swimming, bicycle riding and running 
event. Lengths of each leg vary ac-
cording to age. 

For information about fees and reg-
istration, visit DRHHealthFounda-
tion.org. 

 Auditions begin for LCT farce
“Don’t Dress for Dinner,” by Marc 

Camoletti, is a fast-paced farce about 
a man’s foolproof plan to spend the 
weekend out of town away from the 
wife. All bets are off as his best friend 
wrecks his alibi and his wife shows up 
unannounced.  

Auditions for the next Lawton Com-
munity Theatre production begin at 7 
p.m. Feb. 24 and 25 in John Denney 
Playhouse, 1316 NW Bell Avenue. 
Performances are set for April 4-6 and 
10-13.  

DRHHF presents Dr. Cooper 
“Exercise is Medicine” will be the 

message during “An Evening with Dr. 
Kenneth Cooper” hosted by Duncan 
Regional Hospital’s Health Founda-
tion. 

Dr. Cooper changed the world with 
a single word: Aerobics. The Oklaho-
ma native is a leading pioneer of pre-
ventive medicine. 

The fitness advocate will speak at 7 
p.m. Feb. 25 in the Simmons Center. 
To reserve a seat at this free event, call 
the foundation at 580-251-8211. 

DLT talent auditions March 1
Performers from age 5 to 95 are wel-

come to sing, juggle, play an instru-
ment, do magic or showcase any other 
talent during auditions for the “We’ve 
Got Talent” show from 10:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m. March 1 at Hodgson’s Studio, 
814 W. Walnut in Duncan. 

For the third year, Duncan Little 
Theatre sponsors the talent show that 
features cash prizes for the winner and 
runner-up. Performances will be April 
5 at the Simmons Center. 

Horse clubs sets annual clinic
Duncan Lake Horse Club is hav-

ing its annual Coggins Clinic from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. March 1 at Duncan 
Lake Pavilion. In addition to Coggins 
testing, other vaccines will be offered. 

Coggins testing will be $15 per 
horse. The clinic, conducted by Dr. 
Connie McLemore of Countryside 
Veterinary, is open to the public with 
no limit on the number of horses. Rain 
date will be March 8. 

Other DLHC activities that day for 
members include the annual Chili 
Cook Off at 6 p.m. at the Pavilion. 
New members are encouraged to at-
tend these events. Annual dues are $12 
for an individual and $15 for a family.

For information, call 580-475-7190. 

Annual barbershop show set
Southwest Pride is preparing “Bar-

bershop Squires with Knightly De-
sires” for its 51st annual barbershop 
shows Feb. 28 at the Simmons Center 
in Duncan and March 1 at McMahon 
Auditorium in Lawton. Both shows 
begin at 7:30 p.m. 

The 2014 presentation is an action-
packed musical comedy riddled with 
nonsensical history.  

Advance tickets can be purchased at 
Scott’s House of Flowers and Sheri-
dan Road Veterinary Clinic in Lawton, 
and Simmons Center or R&S Drugs in 
Duncan. 

For information, call 580-355-8781 
or visit SWPrideChorus.com. 

Mac High offers ‘Crazy for You’
MacArthur High School presents 

“Crazy For You” at 7 p.m. March 6, 
7 and 8 in the auditorium, 4400 E. 
Gore Blvd., Lawton. A matinee per-
formance will be at 1 p.m. March 8.

The Broadway musical is the story of 
Bobby Child, a well-to-do 1930s play-
boy, whose dream in life is to dance. 
The award-winning comedy includes 
mistaken identity, plot twists, dance 
numbers and classic Gershwin tunes. 

For information, call Martha Mc-
Cartney at 580-357-8271 or email mc-
cartneym@aol.com.

Fish fry set for Lenten Fridays
 Fish, fries, slaw, beans, dessert and 

drinks are on the menu from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. every Friday from March 7 
through April 11 at the annual Lenten 
Fish Fry sponsored by the Knights of 
Columbus, Council 5168. All are wel-
come to dine at the Marlow Catholic 
Church at 4th & Comanche under the 
blue roof or take a great meal home. 

Meals are $9 for adults, and children 
under 12 eat free. All proceeds go to 
community projects serving children 
and those less fortunate.  

More Community Spotlight on 
Page 4

WE ARE ALL UP TO THE CHALLENGE.  Using 
technology to better serve every member helps your 
electric co-op achieve energy efficiency. And when 
we work together to use energy wisely, we all save 
money together. Learn more about the power of your 
electric co-op membership at TogetherWeSave.com.
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By Trent Marlett 
In last month’s column, I dis-

cussed the number one energy 
consumer in our homes, the heat-
ing systems. This month, I’m go-
ing to address the second biggest 
user, the water heater.  

A lot of times, we – myself in-
cluded – forget about the water 
heater and that it is running 24 
hours a day.  

Most water heaters have a top 
and bottom heating element and 
a temperature dial for each ele-
ment. One of the elements cycles 
on and off periodically through-
out the day, maintaining the tem-
perature of the water in the tank.  

The other element comes on 
when hot water is leaving the tank 
and cold groundwater is coming 
in to replace it. This is happening 
when we are taking a shower, for 
instance.  

These heating elements have an 
energy requirement ranging from 
4500 to 5500 watts. It is the com-
bination of the high watt require-
ment and the all-day cycling on 
and off that makes water heating 

the second-largest energy con-
sumer in the home. 

There are ways, however, to 
help a water heater run more ef-
ficiently and save some energy.  

A simple way to save on hot wa-
ter use is to install low-flow faucet 
and shower heads. These devices 
slow the rate at which hot water 
leaves the tank, slow the rate at 
which cold water enters the tank, 
and shorten the amount of time the 
heating elements are working. 

These inexpensive low-flow 
improvements save not only on 
the water heater’s energy use, but 
on the total water bill, as well.  

Another way to use less hot 
water is to take showers instead 
of baths. Pulling all that hot wa-
ter from the tank to fill a bathtub 
means heating elements will run 
a lot longer trying to bring a lot 
of cold water up to the required 
temperature.  

Many water heaters are in-
stalled in a space that is not heat-
ed in the winter and not cooled in 
the summer, such as garages or 
attics. These unconditioned areas 

increase the burden of a water 
heater when extreme cold tem-
peratures such as those we have 
experienced during the last cou-
ple of months accelerate heat loss 
from the water tank. In turn, the 
heating elements run a lot more to 
maintain water temperature.  

You can battle this heat loss by 
installing a water heater blanket, 
which can be purchased at almost 
all home improvement stores for 
around $20 to $30. The Depart-
ment of Energy states that adding 
a water heater blanket can reduce 
stand-by heating losses by 25 to 
45 percent and save about 5 to 10 
percent in water heating costs.  

The blankets should pay for 
themselves in about a year. There 
are few improvements that pay 
for themselves in such a short 
time period. 

 Last, be sure to set the tem-
perature of the heating elements 
to 120 degrees to save the most 
energy. There is a video on our 
website, CottonElectric.com, that 
shows exactly how to set the ther-
mostats on the water heater.  

Winter lows affect water heating

Installing low-flow shower 
heads will help reduce hot 

water consumption and reduce 
the amount of electricity a 

water heater consumes.

Magic Lantern offers classic films
Magic Lantern Film Society of Cameron Univer-

sity screens DVD presentations of classic films each 
month in the CETES Conference Center, Room B. 
Each evening begins with episodes from the 1948 
“Superman” serial.    

“Seven Days in May” will be screened at 7:30 
p.m. March 7. Burt Lancaster, Kirk Douglas and 
Ava Gardner star in the 1964 story of a general 
planning a coup when the president signs a nuclear 
disarmament treaty during the Cold War. 

There is no admission charge, but donations are 
accepted. For information about the society, or to 
see a schedule and synopsis of films, visit Cameron.
edu/magiclantern.  

CTAC presents Perpetual Motion on March 8
Perpetual Motion is the first company in Okla-

homa to incorporate aerial dance, setting it apart as 
a groundbreaking company. Presented by Chisholm 
Trail Arts Council, the dancers take the stage at 7:30 
p.m. March 8 at the Simmons Center in Duncan. 

Founded in 2002, Perpetual Motion Dance has 
grown to become the premier modern and aerial 
dance company in state. The company’s repertory is 
evocative, visceral and innovative, aspiring to har-
ness the energies of the human imagination.

Tickets are available at the box office or by visit-
ing ChisholmTrailArts.com.

Cobblestone Galleries accepting watercolor, 
sketching workshop registrations

A watercolor and sketching workshop by Tom 
Biggs will be offered March 15 at Cobblestone 
Galleries in Medicine Park. The workshop will run 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. with a working lunch. Partici-
pants will need to bring a sack lunch. 

Space is limited, so pre-registration is required. 
Spaces are available until March 8 or until filled. 
The fee for the workshop is $60.

Contact Denise at denisewyniawedel@yahoo.
com for details and to register. To learn more 
about Cobblestone Galleries and workshops, visit 
www.cobblestonegalleries.com. For lodging, food 
and shopping in Medicine Park, visit www.medi-
cinepark.com.

Community Spotlight

Saving is Good ... But It’s Not Investing
It’s a good thing to have some savings. 

When you put the money in a low-risk ac-
count, you can be pretty sure it will be 
readily available when you need it. None-
theless, “saving” is not “investing” — and 
knowing the difference could pay off for 
you far into the future.

Think about it this way: Saving is for 
today, while investing is for tomorrow.

You need your savings to pay for your 
daily expenses, such as groceries, and 
your monthly bills — mortgage, utilities, 
and so on. In fact, you might even want 
your savings to include an emergency 
fund containing six to 12 months’ worth 
of living expenses to pay for unexpected 
costs, such as a new furnace or a major 
car repair.

These are all “here and now” expenses 
— and you could use your savings to pay 
for them. But in thinking of your long-term 

goals, such as college for your children 
and a comfortable retirement for yourself, 
most individuals typically can’t simply rely 
on their savings — they’ll need to invest. 
Why? Because, quite simply, investments 
can grow — and you will need this growth 
potential to help achieve your objectives.

To illustrate the difference between 
saving and investing, let’s do a quick 
comparison. Suppose you put $200 per 
month into a savings account that paid 
hypothetical 3% interest (which is actually 
higher than the rates typically being paid 
today). After 30 years, you would have 
accumulated about $106,000, assuming 
you were in the 25% federal tax bracket. 
Now, suppose you put that same $200 per 
month in a tax-deferred investment that 
hypothetically earned 7% a year. At the 
end of 30 years, you would end up with 
about $243,000. (Keep in mind that you 

would have to pay taxes on withdrawals. 
Hypotheticals do not include any transac-
tion costs or fees.)

This enormous disparity between 
the amounts accumulated in the two ac-
counts clearly shows the difference be-
tween “saving” and “investing.” Still, you 
might be thinking that investing is risky, 
while savings accounts carry much less 
risk. And it is certainly true that investing 
does involve risks — investments can 
lose value, and there’s no guarantee that 
losses will be recovered.

Nonetheless, if you put all your money 
in savings, you’re actually incurring an 
even bigger risk — the risk of not achiev-
ing your financial goals. In fact, a low-rate 
savings account might not even keep 
up with inflation, which means that, over 
time, you will lose purchasing power.

Ultimately, the question isn’t whether 

you should save or invest — you need 
to do both. But you do need to decide 
how much of your financial resources to 
devote toward savings and how much 
toward investments. By paying close at-
tention to your cash flow, you should be 
able to get a good idea of the best sav-
ings and investment mix for your particu-
lar situation. For example, if you find your-
self constantly dipping into your long-term 
investments to pay for short-term needs, 
you probably don’t have enough money in 
savings. On the other hand, if you consis-
tently find yourself with large sums in your 
savings account even after you’ve paid 
all your bills, you might be “sitting” on too 
much cash — which means you should 
consider moving some of this money into 
investments with growth potential.

Saving and investing — that’s a win-
ning combination.

(580) 492-5260
www.bridgesauction.com

(2) DAY 
FARM & RANCH EQUIP. AUCTION

Fri., Feb. 21 - 12 Noon  -  Sat., Feb. 22  -  9 AM
Selling for Estates, Banks, Corporations 

& Area Farmers/Ranchers
41/2 East of Elgin, OK  -  Hwy. 17

View web for complete listing, pictures 
& sale order. Or call Auction Company.

Everything at auction site by 5PM, Thursday, Feb. 20.

1 Yr. Cylinder Lease $40.95

Starlite Welding Supplies

506 Industrial Ave.--By Duncan Cemetery
Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am -5:30 pm; Sat., 7:30 am -1 pm

Home-owned by Kenneth/Jeff Golay
Since 1991 580-252-8320

SPECIALS on Welders/Generators    

Torch & Regulator Repair
Special on Automatic Helmits

NOW HIRING: EXPERIENCED 
CONCRETE FINISHERS 

AND LABORERS

Blackburn Concrete
Construction Co.

Phone: 580-255-7164
Fax: 580-255-5371

1102 South 13th
Duncan, OK 73533

blackburnconcrete@sbcglobal.net
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Justin Blackburn
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EXPERIENCED CONCRETE FINISHERS

2 YEARS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED
VALID DRIVERS LICENSE PREFERRED

WE PROVIDE BENEFITS!

Ridin’ for the brand  since 2007

A Church Without Fences

Come join us for
worship and fellowship 
Sunday service 10 a.m.

South of Duncan on 
Refinery Road
580-656-4373

Poultry 
Nesting
Boxes
Arvel Hignite
Rush Springs
580-641-1267
580-476-2608
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AA Computer Services
20% off services

(does not include services
already on special)

By Karen Kaley
Computers have become a common part of Amer-

ican businesses and households. A 2011 U.S. Cen-
sus Survey found that 76 percent of all households 
included a computer. Computers can be found in 
nearly all businesses, whether large or small, retail 
or wholesale, urban or agricultural.  

While many have come to depend on the devices 
to organize and entertain them, most people are also 
baffled by them and quite vulnerable when some-
thing goes wrong. Knowing a good computer ser-
vice provider has become as important as knowing 
a good plumber or car mechanic. 

AA Computer Services (AACS) has a team of 
technicians ready to help with residential or busi-
ness computer needs. Located in Lawton, AACS of-
fers full service from hardware purchase to installa-
tion to training and long-term support. 

Owner Joe Diaz said AA Computer Services start-
ed out as a home-based business in 2002. With en-
couragement from his wife, Lee, he drew on skills 
developed during his 34-year military career as a 
signal officer, specializing in communications and 
computers.   

He looked at his retirement as “my time to help 
others” and began a small business that would sup-
port a lot of others.  

“I have been fortunate,” Diaz said. “AACS has 
grown and supported a lot of small businesses. We 
try to provide efficient, good service.” 

For those who need help with a computer in the 
home, there are two options. AACS can send a tech-
nician out for an hourly fee. This can become ex-
pensive if the issue takes a while to address. 

As an example, Diaz said, “Virus removal can 
take 2 to 6 hours because we use multiple tools. We 
can do that in the home, but we will charge by the 
hour.” 

He said it is better for a residential customer to 
bring the computer to the shop at 901 SW Lee Bou-
levard. They try to have a computer working prop-
erly and back to its owner within two days. The cost 
usually drops to parts plus a one-hour labor fee. 

Cotton Electric members can save by presenting 
a Co-op Connections Card. AA Computer Services 
offers a 20 percent discount on services that are not 
already on special. 

AACS works with several partners to offer busi-
ness customers a variety of services including con-
sultation about new purchases, designing and in-
stalling a network, establishing security measures 
and contracting for ongoing maintenance and sup-
port. 

Businesses under contract with AACS can have 
around-the-clock support from the team of techni-
cians. Among new services offered is a software/
hardware device that backs up a server every minute. 

“If disaster strikes,” Diaz said, “we can have a 
business operational within two hours.” 

Aside from helping with home and business com-
puter issues, there is something else happening at 
AA Computer Services. Diaz is especially proud of 
the team he has built.  

“I mentor future small business owners. I get 
them ready to start a business of their own or help 
them develop a skill set needed to work for a com-
pany,” he said. 

“I have a good team.” 
The staff size has fluctuated between eight and 

12 as workflow has dictated over the years. Melissa 
Layeski serves as chief operations officer, and Diaz 
relies on her to keep the office running smoothly. 
Other staff members are Todd Stoner, research and 
development; and Mel Gregory, administrative as-
sistant. Marcus Webb is lead technician, and Brad 

French, James Howard and Jed Jacobi are computer 
technicians.  

Diaz and his staff are generous with advice. Talk-
ing about a recent announcement from Microsoft 
that support for Windows XP will cease in April, 
Diaz recommends Windows 7 Professional rather 
than moving to Windows 8.  

“The jump to Windows 8 is a jump into a very 
new environment that requires a lot of training,” 
he said. “Windows 8 works better with the touch 
screens of laptops and tablet devices.” 

He also said to be alert to scam possibilities.
 “Be cautious about landline calls. Don’t click any-

thing on the Internet asking for personal information. 
“If in doubt, call AACS. Calling me is free.” 
The number is 580-357-4482. Call today and see 

what the great team at AA Computers Services can 
do for you. 

AA Computer Services 
staff makes technology 
work for home, office

Got a computer problem? Call AA Computer Services at 580-357-4482. The friendly staff, including 
Melissa Layeski, standing, and owner Joe Diaz, are ready to help. 

Write, call or e-mail for a sale catalog, avail-
able online in late February at: 

www.hallchr.com

85 BLACK, POLLED LIMOUSIN 
& LIM-FLEX BULLS 

60 Fall Yearlings  5 Purebred • 55 Lim-Flex
25 Spring Yearlings  All Lim-Flex
70 HOMO Black • 65 HOMO Polled

• Total performance data available: BW, WW, YW, SC, Frame Score, 
EPDs for 12 economically important traits, Ultrasound Scan Data

• All bulls passed breeding soundness exam 
and negative test for “Trich”

• Featuring the breed’s top sires: 
 JCL Lodestar, LH Rodemaster, DHVO Trey, DHVO Deuce, GPFF 

Blaque Rulon, MAGS Universe, LH UHaul, MAGS USDA Choice, 
RSKY Wipeout, MAGS Unite Together

Volume Discounts — 10% for purchase of 10 or more 
head; 5% discount with purchase of 5-9 head

All Black ~ All Polled

BULL SALESaturday, March 8 ~ 1 p.m.
At The Ranch

Chattanooga, Oklahoma

Ken Holloway • 580/597-2419, night 
580/581-7652, day • 580/597-3006, office

Clendon Bailey, Cattle Manager • 580/704-6739
23998 State Hwy. 5 • Chattanooga, OK 73528
www.hallchr.com • e-mail: chr@hallchr.com

Lance, David & Mike Hall
P.O. Box 168 • Sweetwater, Texas 79556

325/235-4345 Office • 325/235-2863 Lance Home
www.hallchr.com • e-mail: lance@hallchr.com

Sale Management by:
24018 State Hwy. 5
Chattanooga, OK 73528
Office: 580/597-3006
Fax:  580/597-6619
e-mail: acs@americancattleservices.com
www.americancattleservices.com

Sale Consultant: Mark Smith ~ 515/229-5227
Auctioneer: Bruce Brooks ~ 580/695-2036

All Black ~ All Polled

Hall-Coyote Hills Ranch

LH ZIP AROUND 146Z
62% Lim-Flex - BD: 9/12/12
HOMO Black - HOMO Polled

LH Rodemaster 338R x MAGS Xtra Nice 
Adj. BW: 84 - Adj. WW: 765 - Adj. YW: 1,323

Adj. SC: 34.76 - UREA: 16.41 - UIMF: 4.01
CED: 10  BW: 1.5  WW: 67  YW: 120  MA: 30  
CEM: 5  SC: 0.8  DC: 16  CW: 62  REA: 0.16  

YG: 0.46  MARB: 0.26  $MTI: 56

Richard M. Albertson, MD
General & Vascular Surgery

Gastrointestinal
Endoscopy
Gallbladder

Colonoscopy
HIDA Scan
Dysphagia

1607 Brookwood 
Duncan, OK 73533

(580)-255-2122
http://www.richardalbertsonmd.com/

SMITH CATTLE CO., INC.
- BONDED CATTLE BUYERS -

CATTLE BOUGHT, SOLD, AND CONTRACTED

Fresh Native Cattle
Bought to your specification,

Guaranteed to your satisfaction.

If it involves Stocker and
Feeder cattle, we do it.

 Office   492-6161
 Mobile   585-0350

AARON PARRIS, CPA 
Bookkeeping & Tax Services

Payroll/Tax Planning/
Quickbooks Support

1303 W. Gore, Ste. 5
580-699-5510 fax: 699-5508

March 21-23
Over 2,300 people attended last year!
Booth Space Available

Showcase your goods and services
Deadline: March 3rd

Contact Southwest Oklahoma Home Builders Assoc.
To Reserve Your Space Today! 580-355-2490
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Puzzle Answers

By Karen Kaley
Mistakes. Everyone makes 

them. Some mistakes are 
small and easy to overcome, 
while others can be huge and 
life-altering.  

Young people sometimes 
make really big mistakes 
through poor decision-mak-
ing. The mistake may be big 
enough to be considered a 
crime.  

In Oklahoma, a juvenile 
gets one oops – a single op-
portunity to change his or her 
path without having that mis-
take follow him for the rest of 
his life. 

Marcia Frazier, executive 
director of Teen Court in 
Lawton, explained. 

“There is a 1996 Oklahoma 
law that states any juvenile 
first-time offender arrested for 
a misdemeanor offense must 
attend a diversion program or 
they will have formal charges 
filed against them. This ap-
plies to those as young as 10 
years old.” 

Comanche County’s Teen 
Court is a diversion program 
that pre-dates the state law 
by about five years. It is the 
product of local attorneys and 
teachers working together, 
creating a program that not 
only reduced the burden on 
the local juvenile court sys-
tem but gave young people a 
much-needed second chance. 

Young people in trouble 
will find themselves in Teen 
Court if the district attorney’s 
office determines he or she is 
a first-time offender who does 

not need the specialized coun-
seling offered by Marie Detty 
Youth & Family Services. The 
accused must plead guilty 
to the offense and choose to 
appear before their peers to 
avoid formal charges. 

The juvenile will then go 
through a court proceeding 
that features volunteer teens 
serving as defending and 

prosecuting attorneys. There 
will be opening statements, 
questioning and closing state-
ments. A volunteer attorney 
from the Lawton/Fort Sill 
area presides as the judge. 

A jury of their peers, more 
teens, will deliberate the case. 
An adult is also present for 
this step to provide guidance, 
if needed. The jury comes 

back with a sentence that the 
defendant has 90 days to com-
plete. 

Frazier said the sentence 
may include an apology, Teen 
Court jury duty, writing an 
offense-targeted essay and as 
much as 25 hours of commu-
nity service. All are assigned 
to a 10-hour educational pro-
gram related to their offense. 

And there, said Frazier, is 
the key, the most important 
part of the Teen Court experi-
ence. 

“We try to teach them to 
make better choices.” 

Teen Court has purchased 
educational materials and had 
juvenile justice handbooks 
printed with a pair of Cotton 
Electric Charitable Founda-
tion grants. Teen Court has 
a contract with Lauri Porter, 
whose Substance Abuse Ser-
vices office is in the same 
building. Porter uses the ma-
terials to help young people 
understand faulty thinking 
and make better choices. 

Both women are passionate 
about what they do and the 
impact of Teen Court. 

“We love the kids,” Fra-
zier said. “We see the good in 
them.” 

Porter agreed. 
“Seeing good in them is a 

benefit, it helps them relate to 
me. When I walk into a room-
ful of troubled young people, 
I don’t see a group of lost 
causes, I see hope.” 

She said juvenile offend-
ers are usually from difficult 
backgrounds and have very 
little guidance about how to 
live a life that is less difficult. 
They are often filled with a 
sense of helplessness and 
hopelessness.  

Frazier said, “We have three 
months to work with that kid. 
We can educate, we can love, 
we can mentor, we can build 
their self-esteem.” 

Is 90 days long enough? 
“No, but it’s enough to 

make a difference, enough to 
plant a seed in their head that 
yes, they can succeed,” Fra-
zier said. 

“Many of these young peo-
ple have come back and said, 
‘Getting arrested may be best 
thing that ever happened to 
me. You showed me that I am 
as worthy as anybody else out 
there.’” 

Everyone makes mistakes. 
Teen Court helps young peo-
ple learn from those mistakes. 

Teen Court offers second chance after first mistake

Operation Round Up is a voluntary program and members may opt 
out at any time by calling or sending a letter or email stating the ac-
count holder’s name, account number and the request to be removed.

OPERATION

Juvenile offenders find compassionate advocates in Sub-
stance Abuse Administrator Lauri Porter, standing, and 
Teen Court Executive Director Marcia Frazier.

Download CECF grant
applications at 

cottonelectric.com. 

Deadline for first-quarter 2014 
grant applications is Feb. 26.

E&S  Oil 
& livEStOck

HORSE & CATTLE 
SHOW STOCK 

PURINA FEEDS

BULK FEED 
DELIVERY

AVAILABLE

24 HOUR
PAY AT
THE PUMP

657 MAIN ST
VELMA, OK

CONVENIENCE 
STORE

Commercial &
Farm Fuel
Delivery

Convenience Store
580-444-2172

Office/Feed Store
580-444-2573

WE CARRY: MUCK BOOTS, 
LUBE OILS & BLING!

Lawton Meat
Processing
353-6448

Custom Butchering
and Processing

In Business Since 1911
(formerly Lud Mieling)

603 East “F” - Lawton, OK
(Across Street from Sears Service Center)

11” Pull-On

Red Wing Shoes

LAWTON SHOE STORE
RED WING, WORX, IRISH SETTER BRANDS

6506 NW Cache Rd - 580-536-7001
Store Hours M-F 10-5:30 Sat 10-2:00

#2231-Red Wing Safety Toe Footwear.
Great Boot For Oilfield Industry

•MSRP: $219.99
Our Price: $170.00

DON’T MISS 
THIS DEAL!

580-583-3069

Balled & Burlapped
•Bald Cypress
•Lace Bark 
•Elm
•Bradford Pear
•Sweet Gum

•Red Oak
•Pine 
•Silver Maple
•Golden Rain
•Crape Myrtle

Home Grown Trees

•Chinese Pistache

Big discounts 

on 10 or more 

of the same 

variety!

No Taxes!
580-656-7273 - 580-656-7383

2116 N 5th, Duncan, OK

Ochsner 
Dozer-Trackhoe 

Service

580-704-2226
For estimate on your job call Jeff

Pond, Terraces, Tree Clearing, 
Building Pads, NRCS Work, etc.
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Dark chocolate, when compared to 
white or milk chocolate, is a healthier 
option. While large quantities of dark 
chocolate have been shown to slightly 
reduce blood pressure, the amount 
consumed to make a difference result-
ed in adding a significant amount of 
calories to the diet, which must be ac-
counted for or else the blood pressure 
benefits could be negated.  

Still, if one must have chocolate, 
dark chocolate is your best chance at 
adding a nutritional-edge to your diet. 

What is the bright side of dark choc-
olate? Dark chocolate is filled with 
antioxidants that help prevent damage 
to cells and tissues in the body.  

It is also a great source of several 
minerals, including magnesium, man-
ganese, iron, and copper.  

Dark chocolate also contains dietary 
fiber, which is often in short supply in 
the American diet. 

What is the dark side of dark choco-
late? There is a reason why it tastes 
so good – calories from fat and sugar. 
Dark chocolate can contribute a sig-
nificant amount of fat and calories to 
your diet.  

The studies that indicated dark 
chocolate helps lower blood pressure 
had study participants eat a 100g bar 
of dark chocolate, which provided 
around 500 extra calories a day. Study 
participants were asked to decrease 
their other intake of food to balance 
out the extra calories and avoid gain-

ing weight. This is not practical for 
most people.  

To give you a visual for intake, a 
Hershey’s Special Dark chocolate bar 
weighs 48g, so study participants ate 
two per day. You may think you could 
eat that much chocolate every day but 
could you decrease your intake of oth-
er foods to avoid gaining weight? 

A better way to apply this knowl-
edge of the healthier side of dark 
chocolate is to opt for dark chocolate 
versus other desserts when you are 
craving something sweet. Shoot for 
concentrations of over 70 percent co-
coa. And drink your milk separately – 
researchers believe that milk may pre-
vent the antioxidants in cocoa from 
doing their job.  

Is dark chocolate really healthy? 

Kim Bandelier, MPH, RD, LD

Cherries add flavor 
to favorite desserts

Cherries are an unsung fruit. 
Though often overlooked, tart 
cherries are growing in 
popularity as more scientific 
evidence links cherries to var-
ious health benefits. 

In addition to con-
taining 19 times 
more vitamin A than blueberries or 
strawberries, cherries are full of an-
tioxidants and have been used as an 
anti-inflammatory. 

The Cherry Marketing Institute, 
an organization funded by American 
tart cherry growers and processors, 
says cherries may also provide heart-

healthy benefits and could 
reduce post-exercise mus-

cle and joint pain.

While cherries are nutritious when 
eaten alone, they also make for deli-
cious additions to various recipes, in-
cluding dishes that range from sweet 
to savory. Cherries are quite common-
place in many popular desserts, espe-
cially when paired with chocolate.

SECOND ANNUAL

OPEN
TEAM ROPING

February 22, 2014
Stephens County Expo Center, Duncan

GOOD FOOD!

Concessi
on ope

ns 

7:30AM

Breakfa
st, Lun

ch 

& Dinner!

ENTRY FEE3 for $30Enter as many times as you want

Registration at 8AM
Team Roping starts at 10AM
SILENT AUCTION

MUSIC
VENDORS

for info 580-467-2800

COWHIDE RACE
before last round of Team Roping!

Mechanical Bull
& Dummy Roping

for the young buckaroos!

Phone Freddie Craig - 580-641-1312

A ChuRCh WiThouT FenCes
RIDIN FOR THE BRAND      SINCE 2007

Proceeds 
go to the 
Church 

Building Fund

Come and enjoy the fun!
 www.cancercentersswok.com

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
•  

• 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Category 1

• You are between 55 and 
74 years of age

• You are currently a smoker 
or have quit in the last 15 
years

• You have a 30+ pack-
year* history of smoking

QUALIFICATION CRITERIA

You may qualify for a free LDCT lung screening if you fall into 
one of these categories: 

*pack-years are calculated by multiplying the number of packs 
a day you smoke by the number of years you have smoked.

Example: 2 packs a day for 15 years = 30 pack-years

Category 2

• You are between 50 and 
74 years old

• You have a 20+ pack-year* 
history of smoking

• You have one additional 
lung cancer risk factor (not 
to include secondhand 
smoke exposure) 

REDALLIANCE

13Th Annual Spring Production Sale
Offering Includes:

90 Red Angus Bulls
1A 100% Red Angus Females & Embryos

Commercial Red Angus Females

Saturday, March 8, 2014 • Noon
Heart of oklaHoma exposition Center • sHawnee, oklaHoma

45 Bulls 

Selling are 18 

month, age 

advantaged 

bulls! See Our Website For More Detail!
www.redalliance.biz

For More Information Call:
Eric Dorman - 580-658-0606

OR
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Employee 
Spotlight

Laura Everett
By Karen Kaley

Member-oriented. That’s how Laura 
Everett describes the variety of tasks 
she carries out as a customer service 
representative in Cotton Electric’s 
Duncan office. 

She said her job is to assist mem-
bers when setting up new accounts 
and closing or transferring accounts, 
take payments, and issue work orders 
for connects, disconnects or when a 
member needs a line worker or meter 
technician to address equipment prob-
lems. She also helps educate mem-
bers. 

Everett answers questions about 
bills, especially over the past two 
months when record levels of pow-
er use have resulted in surprising 
amounts due. She explained many 
times the connection between temper-
ature extremes and high energy use. 

She sees this as an opportunity to 
educate members about MyUsage.
com, one of the many tools the co-op 
offers to help members manage a Cot-
ton Electric account. 

“Members can use their Cotton 
Electric account number to set up a 
MyUsage account. This is a great way 
to monitor day-to-day power use,” 
Everett said.  

She explained the site will show 
days a member has used the most 
power. 

“When a member sees high-use 
days, he or she can think back to those 
dates and usually can remember what 
happened in their home that day to 
cause them.” 

She said members monitoring ac-
counts through MyUsage should pay 
particular attention to power use indi-
cated on Feb. 5 and 6, days the col-
lective membership used a record 
amount of energy. 

Everett said she has also been help-
ing members making payments by 
phone with the new integrated voice 

recognition system (IVR) Cotton 
Electric began using in January. She 
invites members to bring their cell 
phone to the office so they can put 
the phone on speaker, call 1-855-730-
8711 and go through the process to-
gether.  

She can help get the member’s ac-
count number tied to a current cell 
phone number in the IVR system and 
walk him or her through making a 
payment with a credit or debit card or 
from a checking account. 

She said the members using My-
Choice, another option offered by 
Cotton Electric, should disregard the 
balance indicated in the IVR system 
and rely on the balance shown on My-
Usage. 

The MyChoice option is one that 
Everett has been educating members 
about since its launch two years ago. 
New members have embraced the 
pre-paid accounts over the traditional 
monthly post-use billing accounts that 
often require a large deposit. 

“MyChoice is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for members with payment or 
credit challenges,” Everett said. 

“Rather than put down a hefty de-
posit to open a new account, they can 
select MyChoice and for less than 
$100 have power on in 45 minutes if 
their location uses a RT meter, next 
day if it is a TT meter.” 

For Everett, education about Cotton 
Electric processes goes both ways. 
She is a relative newcomer to the co-
op, having joined the employee group 
in October 2010. 

She has had opportunities to learn 
through a few out-of-town confer-
ences but got a good education from 
accompanying co-workers in the field 
during the meter change-out. This 
months-long project required many 
days of two-person teams visiting 
many, many member locations. Office 
personnel went out on some of those 

days to help with the effort. 
“I found it enlightening,” Everett 

said. It helped familiarize her with 
Cotton Electric’s unique grid system 
and gave her a better visual idea of the 
equipment and locations.  

It also gave her a better idea of what 
field workers encounter. 

She laughed and said, “I never knew 
how much dogs come into play. You 
have to look around before you get out 
of the truck and sometimes you can’t 
make the switch because a dog is be-
tween you and the meter.” 

Laura and her husband, Rick, be-
came members of the co-op in 1988. 
They found their house while traveling 
back and forth from Comanche County 
to Stephens County to participate in 
fishing tournaments and jackpots. 

Everett said that at the time, she 
was an avid fisherman and her largest 
catch was a 7-lb. 2-oz. bass. 

Fishing soon gave way to child-
rearing, and Everett said most of her 
time has been spent “lovingly chasing 
kids and now grandkids.” 

Laura and Rick have three children 
and five – almost six – grandchil-
dren. Eric and Jennifer Everett live in 
Walters with Evie, 8, and Logan, 5. 
Tara and Sean Nelson live in Killeen, 
Texas, with C.J., 7, and Charlyeem 5. 
Bobbi Jo and Matt Winburn live in 
Marlow with Ellye, 17 months, who 
will be joined by a brother or sister in 
September. 

Then Laura will help educate Ellye 
about the word “share.” Lovingly, of 
course. 

Laura Everett is a customer service representative in Cotton Electric’s 
Duncan office.

Everett ever helpful 
with members’ needs
CSR offers education about co-op programs

213 W. Main, Marlow, OK 580-658-9026
Thursday, Friday, & Saturday  10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Ashlie Magby
Massage Therapy

580-641-2275

Come See Our HUGE

A Touch of
Bliss

Hand Painted 

Furniture, Home Decor 

& Back By Popular 

Demand, Jewelry!

Collection of Art by 

Kelle Rae Roberts

“Like” Us On Facebook To Keep Up With 
All Our New Items Coming In This Season!

MILLER CONSTRUCTION & SONS INC.

 Rock    Backhoes
 Sand    Dozers
 Fill     Trucks
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL! 

580-439-6170    -    580-512-6378
580-512-6376    -    580-512-6384

CAKE BOUTIQUE
Special Days

LLC

Visit Us On Facebook!

Chisholm Mall, Duncan, OK
(580) 251-1047

H&S
ROOFING
30 Years Experience
Residential CommeRCial

FREE
ESTIMATES

•ShingleS

•hot tar

•torch Down

•Mop Down Single ply

Wind, Lightning, or Hail
We’ve got you covered!

Full Service Roofing:

Mike Hendrix & Trina Hendrix
580-658-5065 or 580-467-0920
hendrixroofing@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured

www.hendrixroofing.com

L & L
FARM & TIRE
HEADQUARTERS

It’s time to think about
Top Dressing and Spraying for Weeds 

and possibly Green Bugs!! 
We have all your fertilizer and chemical needs 

available along with custom application.

Call 597-2522 for current pricing

Goodyear - Titan Tires
Tractor*Implement*Truck*Pickup*Car

Thanks for Your Business!
Leroy and Mark Geis

597-3316 or 1-800-716-1759
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ACROSS
  1. Int’l. language spe-

cialist’s org.
  6. Filament container
 10. Amounts of time
 14. Double curves
 15. Clumsiness
 17. Incapable of com-

promise
 19. Mekong River 

people
 20. Chinese broad-

sword
 21. Rescue squad
 22. Cablegram (abbr.)
 23. Mold-ripened 

French cheese
 25. Don’t know when 

yet
 27. Rivulet
 30. Wild Himalayan 

goat
 32. Astronaut’s OJ
 33. Scientific work-

place
 35. Xenophane’s 

colony
 36. Exchange
 38. Semitic fertility 

god
 39. Chit
 40. Sylvia Fine’s 

spouse Danny
 41. Sole
 42. Benne plant
 44. Small amount
 45. Sodas
 46. Sino-Soviet block 

(abbr.)
 48. UC Berkeley
 49. Express pleasure
 50. __ Paulo, city
 53. History channel’s 

#5  show
 59. Divertimento
 60. Ridge on Doric 

column
 61. Pastries
 62. The “It” Girl
 63. Hand drum of No. 

India

 DOWN
   1. Labor
  2. North-central In-

dian city
  3. About aviation
  4. The sheltered side
  5. Salem State Col-

lege
  6. Twofold
  7. Unusually (Scot.)
  8. Floral garland
  9. Birthpace (abbr.)
 10. Tooth covering
 11. Confederate sol-

diers
 12. Signing
 13. Point midway be-

tween S and SE
 16. Ground where each 

golf hole begins

 18. A lyric poem with 
complex stanza 
forms

 22. Atomic #73
 23. Thin wire nail
 24. Ancient Germanic 

alphabet character
 25. Jupiter’s 4th satel-

lite
 26. Woman’s under-

garment
 28. African antelope
 29. Afrikaans
 30. Vietnamese offen-

sive
 31. Expression of sor-

row or pity
 32. Scot word for toe
 34. Journalist Nellie
 36. Compress
 37. Whiskies
 38. Feathery scarf

 40. White clay for 
porcelain

 43. Keeps in reserve
 44. Infectious lung 

disease
 46. Draws off
 47. Chinese chess 

piece
 48. Parrot’s nostril 

opening
 49. Once more
 50. One from Serbia
 51. Fleshy, bright seed 

appendage
 52. Plural of os
 53. The horned viper
 54. Japanese apricot 

tree
 55. Taxi
 56. Bustle
 57. Feline
 58. Malaysian Isthmus

In a state known for the wind 
sweeping down the plain, there 
is an economical way to man-
age the effects of the wind while 
enhancing a property’s wildlife 
habitat. All it takes is a few hours 
of the landowner’s time to plant 
tree seedlings purchased from 
the Oklahoma Department of 
Agriculture, Food and Forestry 
(ODA).

At 88 cents or less per tree or 
shrub seedling, the annual con-
servation tree seedling sale offers 
one of the best bargains around. 

A refrigerated semi-truck full 
of seedlings will be in the Cotton 
Electric service area on March 
11. From 8:30 a.m. to noon, it 
will be parked at the J.A. Man-
ning Hatchery off of Oklahoma 
Highway 49 in Medicine Park. It 
will then travel to Walters to con-
tinue the sale from 1:30 to 4:30 
p.m. in the Cotton Electric Com-
munity Room.

The low-cost seedlings are 
available through the ODA For-
estry Division to aid landowners 
in good land management. Some 
examples of uses for conserva-
tion trees include establishing 
windbreaks, curbing erosion, pro-
tecting watersheds and riparian 
areas, livestock protection, im-
proving wildlife habitat, timber 
production, Christmas trees and 
firewood plantations.

Kevin Keys, a forester with 
ODA, said, “It is remarkable how 
a few well-placed trees will im-
prove a site.

“Oaks, persimmon, pecan, 
plums, lilac and Osage orange can 
improve wildlife habitat. Osage 
orange, Arizona cypress, Scotch 
pine, shumard oak, and arborvitae 
are a few of the species that can 
provide an effective, attractive 
farmstead or field windbreak.”

Trees can help with energy con-
servation. Keys pointed out that a 
properly placed and maintained 
windbreak can reduce home-
heating costs in the winter by up 
to 30 percent. 

Windbreaks also dramatically 
increase soil moisture available to 
crops and help reduce soil erosion 
caused by wind. Properly planted 
black locust seedlings can sig-
nificantly reduce the growth of an 
eroding gully or stream cutbank, 

as well as provide wildlife habitat 
and firewood potential. 

Pecan and black walnut seed-
lings are available for timber and 
nut production. 

The species mentioned above 
are just a sampling of the trees 
that will be available at the sale. 
Seedlings are sold on a first-come, 
first-served basis. This may limit 
the variety of choices available.

There is a minimum purchase 
of 100 bare-root forest tree seed-
lings in bundles of 50. Prices of 
the seedlings vary according to 
the variety of trees. Discounts 
apply for larger quantities pur-
chased.

A state forester will be on hand 
to provide information and make 
recommendations about the type 
of tree to choose, planting and 
care. For information about the 
sale or any other forestry-related 
matter, call Keys at 580-223-
3973.

Because trees and power lines 
don’t mix, Cotton Electric em-
ployees will also offer planting 
guides to help prevent problems 
in the future.

To keep from damaging un-
derground lines, call 1-800-522-
OKIE (6543) at least 48 hours 
before digging. This free service 
will mark the location of lines. 
Location requests can also be 
made at callokie.com.

Conservation seedling sale returning
ODA foresters plan stops in Medicine Park, Walters

The truck carrying seedlings for the annual sale won’t be hard to find on March 11 in Walters.

$20,000

580-875-3208
ComancheNationCasinos.com
Route 3 Box 82A ● Walters, OK  73572

See Casino for details.  Must have valid ID.
Management reserves all rights.
©2011 Comanche Star Casino

Over 100
Gaming

Machines
Sunday - Thursday

Noon - 11 pm
Friday - Saturday

Noon - 1 am

Comanche
Star Grille
Sunday - Thursday

Noon - 10 pm
Friday - Saturday

Noon - 11 pm

Happy Birthday!
Your birthday is special 
to us at Comanche Star 

Casino. Come in on 
your birthday & receive 

a FREE meal and $5 
FREE Play!
Valid ID required

Senior Special!
Seniors 50 and up can join us from 
noon to 3 p.m. every Tuesday for a 

FREE meal and $5 FREE Play. 
Valid ID Required.

Winning is
only half

the fun at
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By Karen Kaley
We know. We know. 

Winter power bills – 
both yours and ours – 
have been astonishing.  

Employees at Cotton 
Electric could see it com-
ing. We watched the ther-
mometer plunge night 
after night in December 
and January. Only nine 
of those 61 calendar days 
had lows that were not 
below freezing. Febru-
ary continues in the very 
chilly mode. 

As the temperatures 
dropped and dropped, 
the co-op’s entire sys-
tem showed a mega-watt 
(MW) load that climbed 
higher and higher.  

One of the three com-
puter monitors Chief 
Dispatcher Gary Nichols 
watches every day dis-
plays the system’s cur-
rent load. He said it has 
shown the highest read-
ings he has ever seen.  

A record-high load 
was observed at 7 a.m. 
Jan. 6. The record was 
broken 31 days later on 
Feb. 5, again around 7 
a.m. At the same time 
the next day, Feb. 6, an-
other record was set.  

We watched meter 
readings as they came 
in each day and could 
see how much electric-
ity our members were 

using. Joyce Adams, 
manager of customer 
service, said software 
alerted the billing staff 
that accounts across the 
system showed high 
kilowatt-hour (kWh) use 
and that bills were going 
to be above normal. 

In fact, Adams said, 
field meter technicians 
were sent out to confirm 
readings and to ensure 
the meters were record-
ing accurately. 

Then we got our bill. 
Cotton Electric purchas-
es power on behalf of its 
members from Western 
Farmers Electric Coop-
erative (WFEC), a gen-
eration and transmission 
cooperative serving 18 
co-ops in Oklahoma and 
four in New Mexico.  

The paperwork from 
WFEC indicated Cot-
ton Electric membership 
had a very high bill for 
December 2013.  

It showed a 41 per-
cent increase over the 
kilowatt-hours used in 
the previous month, No-
vember 2013, and an 18 
percent increase over 
December 2012. It is the 
second-highest use since 
July 2011, when Cot-
ton’s kWh consumption 
hit an all-time high. 

Then the Cotton Elec-
tric membership got 
their bills. Our phones 
started ringing. 

As each weekly cycle 
of billing went out, we 
heard from hundreds of 

the co-op’s members. 
Nearly everyone had the 
same question: Why is 
my bill so high? 

Many asked other 
questions in an attempt 
to supply an answer that 
was not weather-related. 
Some of the most fre-
quently asked questions 
and their answers: 

Has there been a rate 
increase? No. Our rates 
have not changed in four 
years. 

Is my meter working 
properly? Our field me-
ter technicians have test-
ed an average of 10 per 
week at the request of 
our members and have 
yet to find an inaccuracy. 

Was my bill estimat-
ed? We have estimated 
fewer than 10 bills each 
week during the past 
two months on accounts 
that have been active for 
more than 30 days. 

It really, really is the 
weather and people’s de-
sire to be comfortable. 
Just as extended periods 
of extreme heat will raise 
a power bill, extended 
periods of extreme cold 
will do the same. Cool-
ing and heating systems 
are working their hardest 
during those times.  

A large portion of the 
energy used in an aver-
age home – 48 percent, 
according to the U.S. 
Energy Information Ad-
ministration – is con-
sumed by the heating 
and cooling system. 

Record cold fuels 
record power use

Weather extremes have 
big impact on energy bills

3

25
139

02/28/1402/28/14 02/28/14

580-588-3717

Hitches
•Gooseneck   •Receivers
•5th Wheel •RV Couplers

•Brake Controls
•Airbags for a smooth ride

Before       After
• Repairs    • Brakes

• Wiring, Lights     • Inspections
• Accessories

M&M Trailer Service, LLC
Marlow, OK

Great Selection of trailer
parts & pickup
accessories

2 Miles W. of Hwy
7 & 81, 1/2 mile N.

580-658-6510

Is Your
Trailer Road

Safe?

Wood & Resistall   Flooring®  

2715 West Lee Blvd.
Lawton, OK  73505

(580) 355-3708
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Even if you set your thermostat 
on the recommended 68 degrees 
and did not touch it, your HVAC 
system still had to maintain a 
temperature inside your home 
that was least 36 degrees higher 
than it was outdoors during por-
tions of all but nine of 61 days in 
December and January.  

There were many days when, 
thanks to your HVAC system, the 
difference between the tempera-
ture inside your home and the 
outdoor temperature was 40 and 
50 degrees. For a few days, there 
was as much as a 60-degree dif-
ference. 

Most HVAC systems kept you 
comfortable by running, running, 
running. Air source heat pumps 
turned on emergency heat strips 
to help them achieve the thermo-
stat target. 

All of that requires a lot of kilo-
watts, for which consumers are 

billed by their power suppliers. 
And power suppliers of all types 
– electric cooperatives, munici-
pal and investor-owned utilities, 
propane and natural gas utilities 
– have sent out higher than nor-
mal bills recently to members 
and customers all over the United 
States.  

All of us have had higher bills 
this cold, cold winter.  

However, there are some things 
you can do to make a difference: 

Lower your thermostat to 68 
degrees (or lower):  If you de-
crease the temperature by just one 
degree, you can save up to 5 per-
cent on heating costs. Consider 
a programmable thermostat that 
you can set to lower the tempera-
ture when away from home and 
increase before you come back. 

Adjust blinds and curtains: 
Keep them open to let in sunlight 
during the day, and close at night 

to keep heat inside and protect 
from drafts. 

Reduce hot water temperatures: 
Heating water accounts for 12 
percent of the average home’s en-
ergy use. Set your water heater’s 
thermostat to 120 degrees or low-
er—that’s usually sufficient for 
a household’s hot-water needs. 
Also, if you’ve had your water 
heater for more than 12 years, you 
might want to consider replacing 
it with a more energy-efficient 
model. 

Seal and insulate: This is the 
best way to keep heat in and air 
out. Areas that may need sealing 
include corners, cracks, door-
frames, and windows.  

Free your vents:  HVAC (heat-
ing, ventilation, and air condition-
ing) systems will have to work 
twice as hard if vents are blocked 
by rugs, furniture, or doors. Keep 
vents clear for proper airflow. 

Heating degree day (HDD) is a measurement designed to reflect the demand for energy needed to 
heat a building. To calculate the heating degree days for a particular day, find the day’s average tem-
perature by adding the day’s high and low temperatures and dividing by two. If the number is above 
65, there are no heating degree days that day. If the number is less than 65, subtract it from 65 to find 
the number of heating degree days. For example, if the day’s high temperature is 60 and the low is 
40, the average temperature is 50 degrees. 65 minus 50 is 15 heating degree days.

300
350
400
450
500
550
600
650
700
750
800
850

JanDecNov

Heating 
Degree Days
2012
2013
2014

The collective 
membership of 
Cotton Electric has 
consumed record 
amounts of energy 
over the past two 
calendar months, 
but not quite as 
much as during 
July 2011, the peak 
month in co-op 
history.

July 2011

Dec. 2012

Dec. 2013 

Jan. 2013

Jan. 2014

693

865

516

321

643
716

830

Flinn Furniture COMPAnY

Hardwood, Carpet, Ceramic, laminate, Vinyl
est. 1969

QuAlitY FlOOrinG

is it time to replace Your Flooring?
let us Help You! 

With Over 40 Years Of installation experience.
925 s Broadway, Marlow, OK   580-658-3459  

Mon - Fri  8:30-6:00 sat 9:00-5:00

Est. 1969

Name Brand Furniture, 
Quality Mattresses, 

Home theater 
Equipment

Free Delivery
Within 30 miles!
“Like” Us On Faceboook

 

925 s Broadway, Marlow, Oklahoma

FLiNN 
FUrNitUrECOMpaNy

580-658-3459
Mon-Fri 8:30-6:00 

sat 9:00-5:00

METAL BUILDINGS METAL ROOFING PURLIN TUBING

1706 N. 2nd Street, Marlow, OK  

Metal Building Components
for

Commercial, Residential, Farm, 
& Ranch

580-658-1156

SparkS ConStruCtion

Ricky Sparks
580-658-6442

OR
580-450-3673

Has The Drought Taken Its Toll 
On Your Stock Pond Water? 

Call For Your Estimate!
To Clean Out Or Enlarge Your Ponds!

DOZERS - TRACKHOES 
WHEEL LOADERS - DUMP TRUCKS 

EXCAVATIONGR
AD

ING

CORNISH PaINtINg &
CONStRuCtION INC.

Insured & Bonded
Serving Lawton Since 1980

Commercial • Industrial
Interior & Exterior

• Drywall Finish
• Spray Painting
• Construction
  Management

6209 W Gore Blvd, Lawton
5 8 0 - 5 3 6 - 0 5 7 5

We’ve moved!
Mi Familia 

Mexican Cafe

Come see us!
Also at 501 N. Rodeo Dr.

in Comanche
580-439-5802

is now located at 
130 E. Missouri in Walters.

Open 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday
Closed Mondays  580-875-6236
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Co-op Connections Card
Local Participating Businesses ●  Great Member Savings!

Redeem your discounts by showing your 
Cotton Electric Co-op Connections card

at any of the participating businesses. 

If your business would like to
participate in the Co-op Connections Program,

call us at 580-875-4277.
Visit www.connections.coop  

for a complete list of national discounts

Cotton Electric Co-op members get extra relief 
by presenting their Co-op Connections Card 
when getting prescriptions filled at participating 
pharmacies.

In 2013, members used their cards for discounts 
on 1,715 prescriptions not covered by insurance. 
A total of $42,690 was discounted for an average 

savings of $24.89 per use. The card is free to all 
members and can be obtained by calling 580-
875-3351.

To find a participating pharmacy, call 
Member Services at 800-800-7616 or visit www.
locateproviders.com. Type 22203 into the Group 
field and click ‘log in’ to start your search.

2 Cajuns in the Kitchen
$1 off daily lunch special or free 
dessert with dinner meal. Located at the 
Comanche Livestock Barn off old Hwy 
81. 439-6845; ok2cajuns@yahoo.com;
Tues+Sun 10:30-2:30, Wed 10:30-7, 
Thurs 7-7, Fri-Sat 10:30-2:30 & 5-9  

3B Industries
Free car wash token w/purchase of 10.
Wholesale pricing on pressure washers 
and Dixie Chopper lawn mowers
580-439-8876
Locations: Comanche - 301 S. Rodeo Dr.
Duncan - 1606 W. Oak & 2015 W. Elk

A&M Appliance Service 
10% off
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. M-F ● 580-467-1198
aandmappliance@att.net

A Touch of Bliss
Sherri Maxwell - owner
10% off store purchase
$5 off hour or 1/2-hour massage
213 W. Main, Marlow
Thurs - Sat. 10 am - 6 pm
580-658-9026

AA Computer Services, 
Inc.
20% off service, not to include services 
already on special
901 SW Lee Blvd. Lawton
580-357-4482 Mon-Fri 8-5

Addington Station   
Antiques
10% off all purchases
401 US Highway 81, Addington
10-5:30 Tue.-Sat. ● 580-439-5566

Aerola Bombus  
Children’s Books
Educational books: Softcover, e-books, 
audio books and products.
10% off online orders - Code CE2011
AerolaBombus.com ● 580-695-3235

American Scents
Made in USA
10% discount
1515 N. Hwy. 81, Duncan
580-475-0055

Antique Adventures, Ltd.
15% off total purchase
811 SW A Ave. - Lawton
Open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tue. - Sat. 
580-351-0170

Arvest Bank
Open new checking account, receive 
$10 or 1st box of checks free.
Valid at Lawton, Duncan, Walters and 
Chickasha branches.
580-250-4540

Attractive Graphics
Custom screen printing & vinyl cutting
10% discount
PO Box 1188, Cache, OK  73527
580-678-5786
attractivegraphicscsp@gmail.com

Baby Glam & Mama Too!
Denise Graham - owner
10% off store purchase
226 W. Main, Marlow
Tue.- Fri. 10 to 5:30, Sat. 10 to 3
580-658-2000
babyglamandmamatoo.com

Backdoor Bling
10% off
301 S. Highway 81
580-470-8848 ● Duncan

Billingsley Ford
of Lawton, Inc.
10% off service department repairs up 
to $40 per visit.
8209 NW Quanah Parker Trailway
580-510-0925

Billingsley Ford L-M     
of Duncan, Inc.
10% off service department repairs up 
to $40 per visit.
3505 NW Hwy. 81
580-255-5500

Dear Friends
10% discount on regular-priced items, 
excluding tubes, tanks & tights
1513 N. Hwy. 81, Duncan ● 580-475-0577

Bluff Creek Lodge
10% discount on all bookings
Eastern Stephens County
580-255-9592 • 580-470-5976
Lyndel Strain, owner

Burton Meat Market
10% off meat purchases over $20
1206 N. Hwy. 81 (Chisholm Mall)
Duncan

Sue Cabelka, Realtor
Jay Kinder Real Estate Experts
$500 off seller’s closing costs
1146 NW Cache Rd.,  Lawton
580-248-2600 ● 580-591-3362

Chisholm Trail   
Heritage Center
$1.00 off admission per card per visit
Hours 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
1000 Chisholm Trail Parkway, Duncan 
580-252-6692

Cool It, Inc.
$20 off service call
$250 off complete system
2407 SW Lee Blvd., Lawton
580-355-1749
BobChambersHVAC.com

Cosmetic Specialty 
Labs, Inc.
10% off & free shipping
when you spend $25 or more.
210 SW Texas Ave., Lawton
580-355-2182

Country Closet   
Resale Shop
10% off all purchases
1 mi. south of Hwy. 70 on Hwy. 81
 Waurika ● 580-228-2928 

Cowboy Opry    
Music Store
10% off all purchases
300 Oak Main, Comanche
580-439-8111

Debbie’s Little Books
10% off regular purchase price 
of personalized books.
debbieslittlebooks.com
580-492-4672 ● Elgin

Dino’s Dry Cleaners
10% discount
1015 W. Oak, Duncan
580-255-2121 ● 7-6 M-F ● 8-1 Sat

Duncan Opticians
10% off purchase of complete glasses
1619 W. Elk, Duncan, OK
Mon - Fri • 9:00-5:30
580-255-1172 
duncanopticians@cableone.net

Eastside Sod Farm
Free estimates and 10% discount
580-591-3360 ● Lawton

Gene Burk Auto Glass
10% off
2302 SW Lee Blvd., Lawton
580-355-3890

Gourmet Gadgetré
10% off regular-priced merchandise
1105 NW Ferris Ave., Lawton
10 - 5:30 Tues-Fri, 10 - 4 Sat.
580-248-1837

GT Designz    
Embroidery & Gifts
10% discount
1206 N. Highway Suite 13, Duncan
580-252-1700 ● www.gtdesignz.net

Horse Sense Trading Post
Jamon Kelley - owner
15% off orders over $100
580-512-7047
horsesensetradingpost@yahoo.com

Infinity Computer  
Systems
10%  off all labor. 
2322 W. Gore Blvd.
580-351-2911 ● Lawton

Johnson & Johnson 
Locksmith, LLC
10% discount, present card prior to 
service and ordering of parts.
1913 NW Cache Rd., Lawton 
580-355-KEYS (5397) or 580-355-8749

Just Bling It
10% discount
1302 W. Bois d’Arc, Duncan, OK
580-251-9641

Lakeside Golf Course
$5 green fees all day on Mon. & Tues.
Hours: 7 a.m. to dark
Walters, OK  580-875-3829

Lawton Imaging
10% off remaining balance after 
insurance or an additional 10% off 
already reduced self pay prices.
Mon - Fri 8 - 5 
1108 S.W. B Ave. Lawton, OK
580-699-7571

Linda’s Carpet
Free vacuum cleaner with purchase of 
$2,000 on Stainmaster carpets
4010 N. Hwy. 81 ● Duncan

Medicine Creek Gallery
10% discount
206 East Lake Drive, Medicine Park
Fri. & Sun. 1-5, Sat. 11-5 ● 940-736-6843
ArtoftheWest@BudPawless.com

Nancy’s Antiques
20% discount storewide
Hwy. 70, west side of railroad tracks
Waurika, OK
580-228-2575 or 228-2011

Nita’s Flowers
Helen Thomas - owner
10% discount
114 N. Broadway, Marlow ● 580-658-2714
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5 ● Sat. 8:30-2

On The Hill Gypsy 
Horses 
Horse Breeding & Sales
$100 off of breeding fee, or purchase of 
horse.
By Appointment: 580-641-2022 or 580-
656-2475: lee@on-the-hill.net

Osage Animal Hospital
$5 off professional examination
1500 W. Osage, Duncan ● 580-255-4200
Mon.-Fri. 7:45 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Rose’s Custom LLC
10% discount on purchases over $200
580-252-9633 Fax: 580-255-6897
Mon - Fri  8-5 rosescustom@yahoo.com

Red Dirt Bar & Grill
$1.00 off appetizers
6425 NW Cache Rd.,  Lawton
918-720-3739

Ringtail USA
Monogramming, screen printing
Buy 12 caps or T-shirts, GET ONE FREE
P.O. Box 1763, Duncan, OK 73534
http://ringtailusa.com ● 580-439-6560

The Salt Cellar
15% off non-sale items, excluding 
boxed cards and gift cards
3801 NW Cache Road, #23, Lawton
9 a.m. - 7 p.m. Mon.-Sat. ● 580-357-5443

Shane Burk Glass & Mirror
Free mobile service in Stephens,
Comanche, Grady, Jefferson, Caddo or 
Cotton counties or 15% off any 
residential or business windows or
in-shop glass replacement.
580-252-5939 
shaneburkautoglass.com

Showman’s Choice
10% off Professional’s Choice
M-F 8-5:30, Sat. 10-2
1205 SW Sheridan, Lawton
580-355-7469 

Sign Dynamic
10% discount on purchases over $200
301 SW B Avenue, Lawton
580-353-2522

Solid Plumbing
10% off all service calls, $125 sewer 
camera, $175 slab leak detection
2809 NW Sheridan Rd, Lawton
580-353-2863

Southern Maid Donuts
10% off donut & pizza purchases
101  Thoma Dr. #A, Elgin, OK
Open 5 a.m. - noon & 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Tue. - Sat.
580-492-6123

Southern Trophy
10% off items in Gifts to Treasure shop
9-5 Mon.-Fri.
101 N. 10th St., Duncan
580-252-7866

Stephens County   
Humane Society
$10.00 off adoption fee
714 Martin Luther King Blvd.
580-252-7387

Steppin’ Outdoors
15% off all guides & tours. 
20% off sponsorship rates.
580-450-1599 
SteppinOutDoorsToday.com

Studio 17 Salon & Gifts
15% off products or retail purchases
8176 State Hwy. 17, Elgin
580-492-4744
Sharla Spencer, owner

Sylvan Learning
Tutoring/Education
Schedule an assessment and $60 will 
be deducted from the cost. This is a 
lifetime assessment fee, no charge for 
further testing at our center.
2603 NW Cache Rd., Suite 2, Lawton
580-351-9100

Tans Plus
Tanning salon, gifts and accessories
10% off monthly tanning packages
1 mile N. of Comanche on Old Hwy. 81
580-439-5767

The Branded Bear
5% discount on $100 purchase
Medicine Park
580-529-3656

The Vine & Fig Tree
Event center with catering & tea room. 
5% off Food/ Up to $25 off in-house 
catering and 5% off Rentals. Regular 
prices only & must present card.
1304 W. Hwy. 7, Marlow 
580-658-3377

Walters Super Stop
2 slices of pizza & 20-oz. fountain drink 
for $1.99 + tax
311 W. Missouri, Walters
580-875-2001

Waurika QuikMart
All fountain drinks & all coffee $0.82
South Main & Hwy. 70
Waurika
580-228-2560

Wichita Furniture
10% off new purchases
1127 NW Cache Rd, Lawton
580-355-7524
9am-9pm: Mon-Sat

Keep up with all the local 
and national discounts 

by downloading the 
Co-op Connections Card 

phone app at connections.coop.


