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Annual Meeting highlights members

Speakers underscore cooperative difference for guorum turnout

By Karen Kaley

A gathering of the members of Cotton Electric
Cooperative is always a festive event. The 77th
Annual Meeting proved to be an impressive dem-
onstration of the power of membership, coinciden-
tally held on the eighth day of National Cooperative
Month, October.

Members and their families showed up early to
visit with one another over a hearty barbecue dinner
and stayed late to collect door prizes. They mingled
through two buildings at the Stephens County fair-
grounds, perusing the wares of Co-op Connections
partners, taking bucket rides in a lineman’s truck,
getting faces painted and children bounced.

They became acquainted or reconnected with em-
ployees and board trustees, and took advantage of
the opportunity to offer input into the running of
the co-op.

At precisely 7 p.m., the nine members of the board
of trustees filed onto a stage bedecked in colorful
gourds, flowers and country charm. Board Presi-
dent Tim McCary stood at the podium and called
the business meeting to order.

Some 1,800 heads bowed in prayer. Then those
heads were held high with hands over hearts and
the crowd quietly sang along with Penny Gardner’s
a cappella delivery of the National Anthem.

Getting down to business, McCary reported that
of the 15,340 members of the cooperative, 5 per-
cent or 767 members was the minimum required for
a quorum. There were 827 registered members
present.

The membership elected to dispense with the
minutes from the 2014 Annual Meeting and
moved on to hear the president’s report.
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Power Cost

Adjustment Calculated

Day High Low Avg.

The power cost ad- 96 70 83

. . 97 69 83
justment now being ap-

. i X 97 66 82

plied to bills mailed af- 97 70 84

ter November 1, 2015, is 98 74 86

101 74 88
103 71 87
103 76 90

On a member’s aver- 90 66 78
age bill of 1500 kilowatt 10 95 64 80

hours (KWh), this will 11~ 8 67 78

$0.00351 per kWh.
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McCary’s remarks underscored the value of being
a cooperative member. He reminded the group that
the board of trustees is composed of their neigh-
bors, members of the cooperative working to keep
quality power affordable.

“Folks who receive electricity from co-ops are
lucky,” McCary pointed out.

“As locally owned and operated businesses, elec-
tric co-ops understand the people they serve. Trust-
ees and employees at your co-op share the same
values and have the same pride of place as you do
because it is our community, too.

“We act like neighbors because we are neigh-
bors.”

Next up to the podium was Ken Layn, board sec-
retary-treasurer, to report the co-op was in sound
financial condition. Layn took the opportunity to
make a few comments about the co-op’s CEO.

“They told me not to do this, but I’m going to
anyway. Warren Langford will be retiring soon and
I want you to know, there is no better cooperative
CEO in Oklahoma. He has done a great job for Cot-
ton Electric.”

Langford’s focus was also on co-op members dur-
ing his final Annual Meeting address.

“We have had a good year because of you,” he
said. “I couldn’t be more proud of the members of
this co-op.”

“Cotton Electric Cooperative
will always be next to my heart,”
CEO Warren Langford said

during his final Annual Meeting
address.

October 2015 Temperature Extremes Did You Know? Contact Us What’s Inside

Day High Low Avg.
16 95 71 83
17 98 74 86
18 96 73 85
19 82 66 74

Cotton Electric offices
will be closed Wednes-
day, Nov. 11. Emergen-

cy calls will be answered
32 ;g gj % at 580-875-3351 or 800-
22 94 65 gy 0223520

23 91 71 81
24 91 68 80
25 93 61 77
26 88 63 76
27 88 62 75

The November issue
of The Current should
arrive in mailboxes on

Langford recalled first attending an Annual Meet-
ing during 1973, his first year of employment at the
CO-0p.

“l was helping with parking cars ...
cars!

“l was mesmerized by the turnout. We had a quo-
rum that year. It was quite an event.”

He said many questions came to his mind: Why
are they all here? Was it the barbecue? The prizes?
The fellowship?

As time went on, he realized Cotton Electric was
—and still is — a special place to work.

“It was because of you. You cared about me. You
cared about my co-workers and you cared about our
families.

hundreds of

“Then | understood. You come
to the Annual Meeting be-

cause you care about this
CO-0p.

“You embody that
strong democratic con-
trol that makes co-ops
different. You come to
Annual Meeting to flex

your muscles, to say, ‘I’'m
in charge.’

S See Members,
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amount to a charge of 128 63 15

13 93 59 76
$5.26 on the November 14 95 66 81
bill. 15 92 66 79

Source: srh.noaa.gov/oun/

Average Daily High: 92  Average Daily Low: 67

28 89 57 73 Nov. 16, 2015.
29 a1 57 74
30 88 62 75
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Celebrate being a cooperative member

October is National Coopera-
tive Month and, for the many

MEeMBERSHIP MATTERS

have to think about expenses,
overhead and other aspects of

different types of co-ops in the
U.S., it’s the time of year to cel-
ebrate what membership truly
means. You could be a member

of a lot of different places — a °
gym, a 4-H club, a food of the

month club — the list goes on

and on. But what makes being a N

member of a co-op different?

The simple answer to that
question is that when you are
a member of a co-op, you are
also an owner. You own a stake
in our business and, just like
any stakeholder, there are many
benefits to your membership.
As a member of Cotton Electric
Cooperative, you have a say
in the representatives who are
elected to serve on the co-op’s
board of trustees.

You have an opportunity to
make your voice heard every
year at our Annual Meeting,
recently held on Oct. 8.

You get a say on policy issues
your electric cooperative sup-

cO-OPg

CO-OP MONTH OCTOBER 2015

ports or opposes. You can even
help to determine how your
profits are redistributed.

Our bottom line is provid-
ing you with safe, reliable and
affordable electricity. Sure, we

daily business, but when we
have a little left over, we send it
right back to you. Whether we
return it to you in the form of a
bill credit or a check — you have
a say in where that money goes.

And returning capital credits
to you is a major part of why
being a co-op member matters.
The Cotton Electric Coopera-
tive board of trustees recently
approved the retirement of
$500,000 in capital credits that
were mailed this month.

As your local electric co-op,
we get to be a part of this com-
munity. When we think about
membership, we think about all
of the ways we can give back to
you, our members — and that’s
what matters most to us.
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Door prize winners at the District 1 Meeting held
in Velma are, from left, Garvin Clower, Wanda
Simpson and Leonard Jackson.

Door prize winners at the District 3 Meeting held
in Sterling are, from left, Lowry Liverman, Ron
Clifton and Steve Phearson.
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Door prize winners at the District 5 Meeting held
in Chattanooga are, from left, Joyce McCary,
Herwannah Sellers and Hazel Helms.

Districts 1, 3 and 5 hold triennial meetings

By Karen Kaley

Electric cooperatives operate under a set of prin-
ciples. Principle No. 2 is about democratic member
control, with each member having one vote. As a
result, control remains in the hands of all who pur-
chase power from the co-op. Trustees are elected
from the membership.

Cotton Electric has nine membership districts.
Each district is represented by a trustee serving a
three-year term. The terms are staggered so three
trustees come up for re-election each year. In 2015,
those trustees represented Districts 1, 3 and 5.

On Sept. 10, trustee Shan Files began the Dis-
trict 1 meeting in Velma with comments stressing
the importance of the co-op’s right-of-way program
and using the improved quality of power in the area
as an example.

He noted the generosity of co-op members
through participation in the Operation Round Up
program meant a recent $3,500 contribution to the
Velma Community Outreach.

Files assured the members present that the co-
op is in fine condition and that “the best years are
ahead of us.”

Four days later, members of District 3 gathered in
Sterling, a town trustee Charles Spencer said was
special to him.

“My mother is a Sterling High School graduate
and, tonight, 1 am a Sterling Tiger.”

Of his position on the co-op board, he said, “I try
to serve you, the whole district.”

Spencer expressed pride in the entire board.

“The nine trustees are a diverse group. Cotton
Electric members should be pleased with what we
get done.”

At the District 5 meeting the next evening in
Chattanooga, trustee and board president Tim Mc-
Cary quipped, “This is the best group of all three
meetings.”

He, too, mentioned his mother, who was among
the members present.

He also commented about Operation Round Up,
noting the program has given more than $800,000
to communities in the service area. He pointed to
the chairs and tables in the room and said they had
been purchased with a Cotton Electric Charitable
Foundation grant issued in 2007.

Members at each meeting selected a chairman
from among those present. The chairmen appoint-
ed a meeting secretary then asked for a report on
the presence of a quorum. Co-op bylaws require a
quorum of 5 percent of a district’s members to hold
an election. Neither a quorum nor opponents were
present at any of the meetings held this year, so each
trustee was held over for another three-year term.

Warren Langford, the co-op’s CEO, addressed
each gathering. He said there had been a rate in-
crease earlier in the year but pointed out that at a
not-for-profit such as the co-op, every dollar over
the break-even amount goes into capital credit ac-
counts. He then announced a retirement of $500,000
of those monies.

Langford opened the floor to the members, asking
if they had any issues or comments. Members ex-
pressed satisfaction with the co-op, with one saying
they were proud to point out that their power stayed
on at times when it had gone out in the city. Another
observed that cutting trees had made a big differ-
ence in the quality of power at his home.

Langford expanded on that.
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COTTON

ELECTRIC CO-OP
Mission Statement
Our mission is to be

the leader in providing
the most reliable and
innovative  electric
system, with afford-
able rates, through the
positive, enthusiastic
and professional use
of its resources and
people.

Taxes

Miles Energized
Density Per Mile

Services Retired

Total Amount Billed/Accrued
Cost of Purchased Power

Total Operating Expense Per Mile
Average Farm and Residential Bill
Average Farm and Residential kwh
Total Meters Billed (farm, residential)

New Service Connects YTD

August 2015 Operating Stats
2015 2014
$5,676,085 $6,550,207
3,895,986 4,986,707

120,659 127,110

1,058 1,264
156 174
1,550 1,531
18,312 18,269
5,150 5,148
3.56 3.55
231 237
126 111

“The world is changing. Technology has explod-
ed. We try to stay caught up.

“In spite of all the technological advances, we
still deal with the old-fashioned problem of trees.
It makes a huge difference in power quality if we
can get trees out of the lines. It also means quicker
power restoration after storms.”

He introduced co-op employees present at the
meetings, grouping and describing them by depart-
ment.

“You won'’t find a better group,” he said.

“It has been my pleasure to work for you all these
years,” Langford said before announcing he will re-
tire at the beginning of the new year.

The meetings concluded with drawings for door
prizes that included a $50 energy voucher and a pair
of Buck knives.

Meetings for Districts 4, 7 and 9 will be held in
late summer 2016.
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If you would like your community
event listed in the November issue,
please submit information by Nov. 2,
by calling 580-875-3351 or sending
an email to info@cottonelectric.com.

Bratfest time at Good Shepherd

Lunch or dinner, you can’t miss
with a home-cooked meal of brats,
warm German potato salad, cinnamon
applesauce and desserts of all kinds,
including the sugar-free type.

Lunch will be served from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. and dinner from 5 to 7 p.m.
Oct. 22 at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, 2401 Country Club Road in
Duncan. Carry outs will be available.

Cameron-Nashville event Oct. 23-24

Cameron-Nashville Connection is
a first-ever event encouraging mem-
bers of the region’s music community
to either participate in or witness a
live recording session. Sponsored by
Cameron University and the Fairmont
District Experience, there will be three
sessions Oct. 23 and 24 in Cameron
Theatre. The Friday session will begin
at 7 p.m., and Saturday’s will be at 9
a.m.and 2 p.m.

“We are bringing Nashville to Law-
ton,” organizer Joe Tilton said. “It’s
time we keep our musical talent in
Oklahoma, so we’re bringing two of
Nashville’s best to Lawton to show us
how it’s done.”

Nashville producer Bubba Smith
will work with three artists or groups
on stage. After coaching and refine-
ment, Brent Teegarden, a Nashville
recording engineer, will supervise a
live onstage recording.

Musicians interested in participat-
ing can send an email to fairmontdis-
trictc@gmail.com. They will be noti-
fied when the event website is ready
for audition submissions.

The sessions will be open to the
public. Smith will answer questions
about the business of music and how
it’s changed, and how to make the
most of a talent. Technical questions
will be addressed, also.

Family fun at Simmons Festival

Lots of family fun is in store on Oct.
24 at the Simmons Center in Duncan.
Planned activities include live perfor-
mances, a craft show, carnival, magic
show and haunted house.

The haunted house will be open
from 7 p.m. to midnight Saturday.

Other activities include a craft show
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and a magic
show at 5:30 p.m. in the Simmons
Center theater.

The carnival will include giant in-
flatables, games, rides and food. It
will run from 1 to 5 p.m. Admission is
$10. Tickets can be purchased in ad-
vance from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday at the north entrance
of the Simmons Center. Tickets will
be also available at the door.

LETRA hosting fish tournaments

LETRA (Lake Elmer Thomas Rec-
reation Area) is hosting three fishing
tournaments on Oct. 24. Each tourna-
ment begins with registration at 6 a.m.
and fishing starts at 6:30 a.m.

Participants can fish from shore or
from a boat. A valid Oklahoma state
fishing license is required.

Prizes will be awarded to overall
weight of fish caught with a maximum
of five fish. Must have a minimum of
four registered for tournament to start.

Rocky Horror comes to LCT

Wear your fishnets and get ready
for a night of wacky fun and audience
“partici...pation” when Lawton Com-
munity Theatre presents “The Rocky
Horror Show” for three nights in late
October.

This humorous musical tells the
story of a newly engaged couple get-
ting caught in a storm and coming to
the home of a mad scientist unveiling
his new creation, a muscle man named
Rocky Horror.

This production is for adults and
contains material some may find ob-
jectionable.

Curtain times are 8 p.m. Oct. 29,
9 p.m. Oct. 30, and 10 p.m. Oct. 31.
All performances are at John Denney
Playhouse, 1316 NW Bell Avenue.
For information, visit Ict-ok.org.

Magic Lantern offers “The Birds’

Magic Lantern Film Society of Cam-
eron University screens DVD presen-
tations of classic films each month in
the CETES Conference Center, Room
B. Most screenings begin at 7:30 p.m.

The Oct. 30 offering will be Al-
fred Hitchcock’s “The Birds.” Tippy
Hedren portrays a woman visiting a
small town. The trip becomes omi-
nous when birds suddenly begin to
attack people. Rod Taylor and Jessica
Tandy also star in this 1963 classic.

There is no admission charge, but
donations are accepted. For infor-
mation about the society, or to see a
schedule and synopsis of films, visit
Cameron.edu/magiclantern.

Fort Sill plans Monster Dash

Get your costumes ready for the
Monster Dash on Fort Sill. Racers,
walkers and stroller riders are all in-
vited for the 9 a.m. race and 9:15 fun
run on Oct. 31.

Prizes for best costume will be
awarded in adult, group and children’s
categories.

To register, go to the 77th Army
Band Hall, Bldg. 1721, across from
the commissary. Registration fees
must be paid in cash only.

Daylight Saving Time ending
Daylight Saving Time ends at 2 a.m.
Nov. 1. Remember to “fall back” —
turn clocks back one hour — or you’ll
get to church an hour early!

More Community Spotlight on Page 5

The Cotton Electric Current’s
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In Our Holiday Gift Guide!
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When we asked for Fun in the Fall photos, Mindy Nichols re-
membered this shot of 1-year-old son Preston by Candi Chandler
three years ago. Preston’s parents are Cotton Electric members
Mindy and Trevor Nichols of Marlow.

Enter your “best shot™ in our Photo of the Month contest. Theme
for November is Let’s Eat! Entries can be emailed to info@cot-

tonelectric.com or mailed to The

Current, 226 N. Broadway,

Walters, OK 73572. Winners will receive a Cotton Electric prize

package of CEC goodies.

~ WE KEEP THEM UP HERE
FOR A REASON.

STAY CLEAR OF
DOWNED POWER LINES.

Helping members use electricity safely,
that’s the power of your co-op membership.
Learn more from the experts themselves
at TogetherWeSave.com.

COTTON

ELECTRIC CO-OP

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative ?(T)(
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Deadline for classified ads
for the November issue of
The Current is Nov. 5.

Display ad space must be
reserved by Nov. 2.
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Home Grown Trees
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meonn = oW O \-d;:':- s C Sdies—a ponTMissTHIS DEAL: *Red Oak  «Bald Cypress
» e — 2! A0 5Trees for the Priceof 4! «Lace Bark Silver Maple
JLL.."E:JIJ .’"*'-4 ZLZ doliars o . Elm +Golden Rain
+Pine «Crape Myrtle
sy Opcration Rownd Tp Graat ot Electric Wendint : g‘gé[. °%‘;‘e\0§6\€ «Sweet Gum «Bradford Pear
_ u ‘00 3 s eyt . +Chinese Pistache
sﬁ“(‘) “xﬁs 580-656-7273 - 580-656-7383

2116 N 5th, Duncan, OK

Bryce Hooper, left, director of marketing and economic development, and Carly Douglass, secretary-
treasurer of Cotton Electric Charitable Foundation, present a CECF grant to Sterling Police Chief
Mike Barker. The police department will purchase body cameras with the funds.

Community Spotlight

Pecan Creek VFD fundraiser set for Nov. 7

Pecan Creek Volunteer Fire Department will hold
a first-time barbecue fundraiser from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. Nov. 7 at the firehouse on NW 112th north of
railroad tracks near Goodyear plant. The new VFD

HORN

SANITATION, INC.

*Front & Rear Load Dumpsters
* Rural & Commercial Trash Routes *
Serving Lawton & Surrounding Areas
Please Call for Pricing And Availability.

218 SE H AVE * LAWTON, OK - 580-248-2424

Street,” a heart-warming holiday comedy of the
story of Kris Kringle, who gets a job working as
Santa for Macy’s Department Store.

Kris unleashes a wave of good will with Macy’s
customers and suggests that parents find what their 4. «
children have asked for, even in other stores. Seen %% /™

will serve an area five miles south and west of Law- AN S e
ton city limits. as deluded and dangerous by Macy’s counselor,

For information, call Joe English at 580-351- KTris ends up in court in a competency hearing. Es- SORRELL S NUT HOUSE
4316. pecially at stake is one little girl’s belief in Santa.

Performances are set for 7:30 p.m. Nov. 13, 14,
20 and 21 at the Simmons Center Theatre.
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NEw Grop PECANS

LPO featuring Staupe in Power of Piano

Lawton Philharmonic is hosting a solo recital by .
Walters food pantry open twice monthly

brilliant young pianist Andrew Staupe at 3 p.m.
Nov. 8 in McMahon Memorial Auditorium, 801
NW Ferris Ave.

The concert will feature a wide range of piano
pieces from nearly every period of classical mu-
sic. Power of the Piano is the first fundraiser of the
Lawton Philharmonic’s 2015-16 season.

General admission tickets and other information
are available by calling 580-531-5043.

DLT presents ‘Miracle on 34th Street’

Is there really a Santa Claus? Find out when
Duncan Little Theatre presents “Miracle on 34th

Walters Community Food Pantry is open from 8

a.m. to 10 a.m. on the second and fourth Saturdays /.2

of each month. The pantry is in the old City Hall,
131 1/2 W. California Street.

Pantry organizers try to provide a two-week sup-
ply of basic staples to anyone with identification.

For information, call Roger Noland at 580-591-
6826.

Walters Food Pantry is a Cotton Electric Chari-
table Foundation grant recipient. In 2014, CECF
made a $1,000 contribution toward the purchase of
food.

Fresh fudge & other candies.
Great assortment of jellies & relishes.
Don't forget our cashews, peanuts,
almonds & walnuts!

“Keep us in mind for
Christmas gift giving”
(Personal & Business)

3.5 miles South of Comanche on Hwy 81 ¢
580-439-8022+Shipping AvailablesMon-Sat 9-5

Energy Efficiency

Don’t let vampires suck the life out of your
energy efficiency efforts! Unplugging unused
electronics — otherwise known as “energy

P vampires” - can save you as much as 10
oD percent on your electric bill. Source: energy.gov

Barton Recovery .«

FOR ALL YOUR TOWING NEEDS!
Services Include: Unlock Cars « Jump

Marlow Kwik Lube & Kwik Kleen CarrWash

Your Full Service Automotive Care Facility

We Offer:

* Oil Changes
* New & Used Tires ¢ Flats Fixed
» Brake Jobs * Tune-Ups

* Transmission Flushes Best Automatic Car Wash,

Come Visit Marlow’s

Self-Serve Bays, Vacuums
Carpet Shampooer

* Minor Mechanical Work Fragrance Machine.

1016 S. Broadway * Marlow * 580-658-2778

Is Your Water Safe?

| THOUGHT | WAS
TIGHT WITH MONEY.
NOW I’'M AIRTIGHT.

Give Your Back a Break...Stop Adding Salt to Your Softener
Minerals in your water form scale deposits that build up inside your
pipes, water heater, shower heads, and other water using equipment like
cholesterol in your arteries. These deposits significantly decrease the
efficiency of your plumbing systems. Drinking water and icemakers are
also negatively affected, as are health quality of water and taste. Hard
water is not safe for you, your family or your home.

Benefits of a No-Salt Water Conditioning System:

1 Maintain healthy calcium & magnesium levels

1 No sodium added to water

I No waste water vs. up to 10,000 gallons per
year with salt softeners

I No environmental discharge of salt or chemicals

1 Reduces iron staining

Call Today
580-248-7924
www.PippinBrothers.com

I Improves water heater efficiency and thus lowers energy bills

1 Extends appliance life by 50% or more
0 Descales inside of pipes & water heater
[ Cleaner bodies, clothes, and dishes
125% or more reduced detergent use

1 Clothing will last longer

0 Cleaner more refreshing water

@P[PP[N

BROTHERS

PLUMBING=HEATING=AIR CONDITIONING

All it took was a tube of caulk and
half an afternoon. Now, I’m saving
$212 a year by sealing a few cracks
around the house. What can you do?
Find out how the little changes add up
at TogetherWeSave.com.

COTTON

ELECTRIC CO-OP
A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative &

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM
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OPERATION

750 U$Q

Download CECF grant applications at CottonElectric.com.
Deadline for fourth-quarter 2015
grant applications is Nov. 25.

Operation Round Up is a voluntary program and members may opt out
at any time by calling or sending a letter or email stating the account holder’s name,
account number and the request to be removed.

Mentoring program fosters
one-on-one time with students

By Karen Kaley

Think back. As a child, you met many adults aside
from Mom and Dad. Some were stern and bossy,
some were aloof and distant, and some were warm
and friendly.

Of those adults who fell into that last category,
was there one or two in particular who really made
a difference? Are you a better person because an
adult believed in you, encouraged you and possibly
guided you through the more perplexing moments
of being a kid?

You had a mentor. That person gave of himself
or herself in some way and left you with a lasting
impression.

You may have gone back to that person, explained
how important his or her time and attention were
for your younger self. You may have tried to flat-
ter them, to thank them, but they may have brushed
it away, saying, “It was you. You had it in you all
along.”

That’s what a mentor does. This trusted adviser
finds the potential in another person and lifts them
up, helps them identify goals and explore ways to
achieve them.

Perhaps the best way to repay your mentor is to
become one yourself. There are many, many chil-
dren in our hustle-bustle world who could use a
little one-on-one time with a helpful adult.

In fact, if you live in Stephens County, One True
Light’s Link One program has a list of them.

Formerly known as The Well Outreach, One True
Light has a tagline — Linking generations to learn,
love and live together — and uses this quote from
Matthew as a sort of mission statement: “In the
same way, let your light shine before others, that
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Cyndi Crook sets up a game of checkers during a mentoring session. She meets the student weekly

they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven.”

Carol Wanzor, administrative di-
rector, said One True Light grew
out of an effort fostered by First
Christian Church but is now a
freestanding non-profit organiza-
tion. She pointed out that First Christian
has a history of incubating community-
minded organizations in Duncan.

“First Christian started the first Gabriel’s
House. First Christian is the original home
of Christians Concerned and Duncan Senior
Citizens Center,” she said.

All of those groups have outgrown the
church facilities, broken away and flour-
ished on their own. In other words, they are
successful because of an early mentor.

One True Light has two major projects:
Spokes for Hope and Link One. Spokes for
Hope is a feeding program offering nutritious
lunches for children during the summertime school
break. The program recently completed a third sum-
mer feeding kids all across Duncan.

Link One is the mentoring program begun in
2014. The first of the mentors were matched with
students in November.

Wanzor said the program blossomed.

“We had placed 52 mentors by the end of the
school year.”

That seems like a lot, but Wanzor said the pro-
gram could use more mentors. The students on her
waiting list have been referred by teachers and have
parental permission to participate.

Mentors must be at least 18 years old and will-
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for one hour before school starts. They engage in an activity, or just talk if that is what’s needed.

Mentoring matters.
Investing one-on-one
time with children
will make a lasting
difference.

— Carol Wanzor

ing to commit to spend one hour per week with a
student for the duration of the school year. There is
a 3-hour training session and a background check.

There is a lot of paperwork that Wanzor and men-
tor coordinator Joan Brock keep up with. Some of
it has to copied and filed. Some of it can be scanned
and stored digitally.

All of that can be done with a refurbished office-
grade printer that One True Light purchased recent-
ly with a $1,000 grant issued by Cotton Electric
Charitable Foundation.

The mentor then meets with the student where he
or she attends school. They may share a meal or
play a game. They may read or work on homework.
They may just talk.

“Often,” Wanzor said, “the child just needs some-
one to spend some one-on-one time with them. It is
a generally positive outcome for both the student
and the mentor.”

The mentor sees the youngster without the filters
teachers and parents have. Wanzor said mentors
find a lot of potential in these youth.

The kids look forward to seeing the mentors.
Some were surprised to the point of tears upon see-
ing the mentor return at the beginning of the new

T"_ school year, particularly when it was at a different

school.
“For someone to continually show up just for

. them is huge,” Wanzor said.

“Mentoring matters,” she said of the small in-
vestment of time and interest on the part of caring
adults.

“Investing one-on-one time with children will
make a lasting difference.”

You know that. Someone made a difference for
you. Perhaps you can make a difference for some-
one in the next generation.

Learn more at OneTrueLight.net or give Wanzor a
call at 580-467-8133 to find out ways to help.

When Investing, Put Time On Your Side

Now that we're well into autumn,
the days are getting noticeably short-
er. The change in seasons reminds us
that time is passing — and it's important
to use that time wisely. When used
well, in fact, time can be your greatest
gift in many walks of life — and that's
certainly true when you invest.

To illustrate the importance of time,
let's look at a scenario. Suppose you
start saving for retirement when you
are 25. If you invest $3,000 per year in
a tax-deferred vehicle, such as a tradi-
tional IRA, and you hypothetically earn
a 7% annual return, you will have ac-
cumulated more than $640,000 after
40 years, when you reach 65 and are
ready to retire. (Keep in mind that you
will be taxed on withdrawals.)

Now, though, suppose you wait

DES-8207-A

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

until you're 55 before you start sav-
ing seriously for retirement. If you
put that same $3,000 per year in that
same IRA, earning that same hypo-
thetical 7% return, you'd only end up
with slightly more than $44,000 after
10 years, when you reach 65. And to
accumulate the $640,000 you would
have gotten after 40 years by contrib-
uting just $3,000 per year, you would
have had to put in about $43,500 per
year for the 10 years between ages 55
and 65.

Clearly, it's a lot easier to come up
with $3,000 per year than $43,500. So,
to accumulate the resources you need
for a comfortable retirement, you'll
help your cause greatly by saving and
investing as early in your working life
as possible — and then continue to

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Don Graham Jr
(580)252-9381

Kelsey E Avants ~ Kristen Arrington
(580)255-4408

save and invest right up to, and even
during, your retirement years.

The ability to potentially grow your
portfolio sizably is the key benefit of
using time when you invest — but it's
not the only benefit. You can also use
time as a target, or a way to frame a
specific investment goal.

For example, suppose you have
an 8-year-old child whom you want to
send to college in 10 years. When that
day arrives, wouldn't it be nice to know
that you've been saving money for a
decade? One popular college savings
vehicle is a 529 plan, which has high
contribution limits and allows tax-free
withdrawals, provided the money is
used only for qualified higher educa-
tion expenses. (Withdrawals for other
purposes will be taxed and may be

(580)255-4408

Yancy Spivey
(580)252-9048 (580)252-9048 (580)658-2704

subject to an additional penalty.)

You can also use time as a signal
to adjust your investment strategy. If
you're going to retire in, say, two or
three years, you might want to shift
some — but certainly not all — of your
assets from growth-oriented invest-
ments to income-producing ones. As
you know, the market will always fluc-
tuate, so you don’t want to be in a posi-
tion where, once you retire, you need
to start taking significant withdrawals
— i.e., selling investments —when the
market is down. Remember the time-
honored rule of investing: “Buy low,
sell high.”

When you invest, make the best
possible use of time — remember, it's
the one asset that can’t be replen-
ished.

Tanner L (line  Lynn Bailey
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Members praised for
cooperative leadership

Continued from Page One

“You come to provide leadership for me and the
rest of the employees. That’s important.

“I’ve seen you change by-laws when they needed
it. You made it right. You took care of business. You
raised your hand and voted.

“You have let us know what you want from your
electric cooperative: reliable power with no blinks
and when it goes out, you want it back on quickly.”

He concluded, “Cotton Electric is truly a special
place. After 40-plus years, it is time for me to turn
the page, time for me to retire.

“l don’t know what the future will bring, where |
will be, but no matter where | am, Cotton Electric
Cooperative will always be next to my heart.”

The evening of festivities ended on a positive
note, when drawings were held and about 75 door
prizes were awarded, including a $500 energy
voucher that went to Deanna Dear of Comanche.

A list of all prize winners is on Page 7.

Y AgPreferenc

Your leading locally-owned
farm lender

. atfonage
cattle, ngpment, b r°9'amdu.\.
operating, land Approve”

Kyle Dorton & Diane Beach

580-482-3030
3120 N. Main—Altus
Apply online—-agpreference.com

“We can come to you”

proud member =4
nation-wide farm credit system gl

=

Cotton Electric’s Annual Meeting is an event filled with smiling faces.
Members wear hats given out at the event, such as the one at top left, or old
| favorites as the rest of the top row shows.

Employees offer golf cart rides to members as the parking lot fills up,
- middle left, or in bucket trucks, above.

In the bottom left photo, a member and board trustee Brian DeMarcus en-
joy a friendly discussion. Annual Meeting is a great opportunity for mem-
bers to meet with old friends, co-op employees and members of the board.

More Annual Meeting photos on Page 24.

CARPET CLEANING | |
EClAL

3ROOMS ;| GROUT

BEYOND ;(I:;RPET E$99 1 259/4:0NLY!

SOFA &

CLEANING 1 l-:LIu!EEE ::OFF:: $139'

i

|

CARPET | TILE & GROUT | UPHOLSTERY |
BOTTLEOF | 11 I

|

|

SPOT REMOVER

Cleaning Completed By11/15/15
Promo Code: HOMEMAG 11

*Call For Details

Cheaning Completed By 11/15/15
Promo Codo: HOMEMAG

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Residential only; cannot be used for water restoration services
Combined living areas, L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considerad 2 areas, Must present promo code at time of service. Valid
at participating locations only. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details.

580'588'37 17 *Call For Details 1
STANLEYSTEEMER.COM

Claaning Completed By11/15/15
Promo Codet HOMEMAG 11

o “
i
-
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Wish your
dentures
let you do

this?

ALL-ON-4 DENTAL IMPLANTS. Your smile and lifestyle will improve with this treatment
and you can start enjoying your favorite foods again - immediately after your procedure!

Dr. Juan Lopez is proud to introduce this cutting-edge technique. Imagine being able to walk out
of the office the same day with teeth that look and function like natural teeth!

Call Today for your complimentary consultation!
A $200 Value!

Juan R. Lopez, DDS

(580) 713-0270 « lawtoncosmeticdentistry.com
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2015 Energy \on,

Russ Scherler

Kelsey Dillin

Door prize winners:

$500 Energy Voucher: Deanna Dear

$250 Energy Voucher: Heith Ren-
schen, Marcus Hall

$100 Energy Voucher: Russ Scher-
ler, James King

$50 Cash: Curtis Wilson, Douglas
Craig, Cecil Stringfellow, Joe Sulli-
van, R. M. Fishgrab, Mindy Nichols,
Hollis Heman, Sammy Harrell, Jimmy
Nichols, Ervin Nunley, Eddie Sutton,
Joyce Lowery, Kenneth Scott, Park-
er Scroggins, James Sanders, Joyce
Scroggins, Will Sasser, Terry Teague,
Harold Taylor, Donna Evans

Kids $5: Isaac Romero, Presdon Da-
vis, Jacee Seaton, Nicole Archer, Jeri-
miah Jonsen, Lyla Kinder, Jaylee An-
derson, Cash Clark, AJ Fixico, Kenna
Thompson, Bryce Seaton, Ryan Da-
vis, Bryce Seaton, Maliki Pannell,
Preston Nichols

Kids grand prize X-Box: Kelsey
Dillin

Snap-on ratchet Straps: Marta Bru-
no, Ira Kennedy, Calvin Sweat, Janice
Morgan, David Gammill

Vizio 32 TV: Kay Wilson

50-ft. Zilla Reel: Timothy Helton,
Ray Bennett

Fuji Film Camera Bundle: Casey
Anderson

LED Flood Lamp Bulb: William
Farris, Dewey Cox, Clif Taylor

USB Charging Tower: Andrew
Gonzales

450 Amp Battery Jumper: Charles
Weger

Copper Party Tub: John Barton

Nutri Ninja Blender: Benny Johnson

Titan Zipperless Cooler: Richard
Harrell

Stanley Rechargable LED Flash-
light: Dean Ellis, Karen Johnson

SOL Wireless Speaker: Joe Hender-
son

Toshiba 1TB USB Hard Drive: Deb-
orah Hawthorn

Wolfgang Puck 10pc Mixing Bowls:
Danny Barnes

SOL Wireless Speaker: Billie Gil-
pen

Camo 45 L Hiking Pack: Johnny
Webb

$50 Gift Card: Pat Bloomer

$25 Walmart Gift Card: Kent Ad-
ams, Delisa Clark, Rogello Perez,
Keith Copass

Sunglasses and Gift Bag: Billy Kidd

If Not Now...When?

Don’t put it off any longer.
Look and feel your best now
with BioTE bio-identical
hormone pellet therapy!

The Hormone Clinic at DWC
2115 Duncan Regional Loop

Duncan, OK 73533
580-470-9800

Increases:

e Energy, focus & mental acuity
* Lean muscle mass

» Bone density

« Libido & sexual performance

Decreases:

» Fatigue

+ Depression

« Irritability and anxiety
» Muscle soreness

» Stiffness and joint pain

biote

Powering People With Pellets!
www.biotemedical.co

Lawton Septic Tank
& Storm Shelter

Over 25 Years Experience ¢ Licensed, Bonded & Insured
Manufacture ¢ Installation * Inspection * Tank Pumping ¢ Maintenance
We manufacture and install all types of septic systems
and specialize in aerobic systems.

Offer complete service or sell parts for do-it-yourselfers!
Financing available on aerobic repairs.

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm ¢ 2401 SE 45th St., Lawton
24-Hour Service

As part of our ongoing efforts to
improve service to our members,
Cotton Electric Cooperative is
conducting a membership survey.

The survey is done via telephone by
FGI Research, Inc., a large market
research firm based in Chapel Hill,
North Carolina. The calls will be placed
between 5:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.
Telephone interviewers will identify
themselves as calling on behalf of
Cotton Electric. All telephone interviews
will originate from FGI Research’s call
center with a caller ID phone number
with a 919 area code.

Your feedback is important to us and
we appreciate your help in this project.
If you have any questions or concerns,
please call Jennifer Meason at

(580) 875-4217.

COTTON

ELECTRIC CO-OP
A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative kj_l

FREE Lung Screening For High Risk Individuals

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
e Lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer death for both men and women
worldwide.
¢ Nearly 160,000 Americans die of lung cancer each year.

Based on findings of the National Lung Screening Trial (NLST), we know that
CT lung screening can save lives of people at high risk for developing
lung cancer.

Low-dose CT (LDCT) lung screening is quick and
easy and results in a minimal amount of radiation
exposure. The Cancer Centers of Southwest
Oklahoma is determined to raise awareness and
improve access to this testing for all people at
high risk. Therefore, Cancer Centers of Southwest
Oklahoma and Jackson County Memorial
Hospital are now offering in conjunction FREE
LDCT lung screening to individuals who meet
the established high-risk criteria.

-~
QUALIFICATION CRITERIA
You may qualify for a free LDCT lung screening if you fall into
one of these categories:
Category 1 Category 2
You are between 55 and You are between 50 and
74 years of age 74 years old
You are currently a smoker You have a 20+ pack-year*
or have quit in the last 15 history of smoking
years You have one additional
You have a 30+ pack- lung cancer risk factor (not
year* history of smoking to include secondhand
smoke exposure)
*pack-years are calculated by multiplying the number of packs
a day you smoke by the number of years you have smoked.
Example: 2 packs a day for 15 years = 30 pack-years
\_ p p y Y [parcie )

Call to schedule a screening
1-877-231-4440 to see if you qualify.

Altus « Lawton « Duncan

CANCERZSSCENTERS
of SOuthwest Oklahoma

www.cancercentersswok.com

Qi
,...‘
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Reading recorder

Meters coming in from service area
stop first at Jason Red EIk’s station

_'\-."L,‘_’ o

Employee

By Karen Kaley

Jason Red Elk uses high-tech and
low-tech tools to carry out his job in
the meter shop at Cotton Electric. The
meter technician looks at the screen
of a handheld device that collects data
from a mounted and energized meter
via wireless Bluetooth technology.
He then picks up a freshly sharpened
pencil and carefully records the infor-
mation on the next line of a well-used
legal pad.

He is on the 27th page, each with
hand-drawn lines to form three col-
umns. Easy-to-read figures, preceded
mostly with TT, march down the page
under the Meter heading to the left of
five- and six-digit numbers marked
Reading.

The pattern is broken by tiny nota-
tions about why a particular meter had
no reading and by horizontal lines and
a date, so one can see at a glance how
many meters Red Elk tested on any
given day.

“Let’s see,” Red Elk said in a voice
that is soft and deep, “I’ve been us-
ing this pad since | transferred to the
meter shop two years ago. | guess you
could count the lines on each sheet to
see how many meters I’ve looked at.”

It works out to about 3,000 meters
that have come in from the field. Red
Elk has initiated all they go through
at the shop by recording the meter’s
co-op number and current reading.
After that, Red Elk and other meter
shop staffers clean the useable me-
ters and update software. The devices
are boxed up and stored until needed
again to measure the flow of electric-
ity at a new location.

Some meters have problems and
can’t go back into service. Red Elk
may pull the shell off a meter with a

working display and damaged me-
chanics and swap it for a damaged
shell on an otherwise well-function-
ing meter.

Some meters are beyond function-
ing for a variety of reasons.

Red Elk recalled, “We lost a lot of
them to the flooding back in May.”

Those meters are also handled in a
particular way.

“We create pallets of meters taken
out of service. We hold them for six
months and then we have them de-
stroyed.”

A high-tech and low-tech record of '

each reading, each swap, each transi-

tion from active to inactive is kept. |

The information is keyed into the co-
op’s massive data system and is duti-

fully recorded in a stack of thick led- =

gers.

“We track meters in the system but [
also use ledger books and pencils to

track the meters. It serves as a safety
backup. We go through the books a lot
to verify information.”

Red Elk grinned and quipped, “If a
meter cannot be reused, we take it off
the books. Literally. With an eraser.”

Some days, there are hundreds of
meters waiting to be processed and,
some days, there is only a handful.
Red Elk will look up from his station
to peer out the window and sometimes
miss the change of scenery offered
during his first three years with the co-
op, working on the right-of-way crew.

“The (Walters) Post Office is OK,
but ... People get in the wrong car a
lot. One day, | watched a guy chase
his dog around a car about 10 times
before he caught it.”

To break up the routine, Red Elk
and others in the shop will switch up
tasks or go out in the field on meter

Spotlight
Jason Red Elk

Jason Red Elk uses a handheld device to collect data from a meter. If the
meter will send the information, it will be cleaned, reprogrammed and sent
back into the field.

routes. They visit substations or build
meter loops or help when the load gets
heavy in the transformer shop.

The 2011-13 summers were brutally
hot and poison ivy unkind, so Red Elk
doesn’t miss right-of-way too much.
The easy-going fellow is happy to be
working in town.

Walters is his hometown.

He pointed over his shoulder and
said, “I went to kindergarten right over
there, in the Quonset hut,” a building
now owned by Cotton Electric and
used for storage.

After graduating from high school

in 1989, Red Elk enlisted in the U.S.
Navy, serving during the Desert
Storm and Desert Shield campaigns.
He lived in nine states and met people
from all over before coming back to
a part of the country where the name
Red Elk is not considered unusual.
Jason and Ralynn live west of Wal-
ters and are raising Zoe, 10. He said
that is the best part of working in town.
“If Zoe needs me, I’m accessible.”
In the meantime, Red Elk will stay
busy keeping meticulous high-tech
and low-tech records on the comings
and goings of Cotton Electric meters.

GOPPER THEFT

isn't just a felony

“Copper stealing, removing, or aiding in copper theft is a felony met with certain penalties.

Any person who shall receive, transport, or possess in this state stolen copper wire, copper cable, or copper
tubing under such circumstances that he knew or should have known that the same was stolen shall upon
conviction thereof be guilty of a felony and shall be confined in the State Penitentiary for a term of not less
than one year nor more than five years, or shall be confined in the county jail for not less than ninety days nor
more than two hundred days, or shall be fined not less than $100.00 nor more than $500.00, or both such fine
and imprisonment.” Okla. Statute Title 21§1727

- IUS deadly.

Copper thieves can pay a very high price for trying to steal a few dollars worth
of metal. Contact with high-voltage electrical current results in severe injury,
possibly death.

Please call your county sheriff if you see any
suspicious activity around co-op equipment.

Cotton 580-875-3383 Tillman 580-335-3013
Stephens 580-255-3131 Grady 580-224-0984
Comanche 580-353-4280 Carter 580-223-6014
Jefferson 580-228-2374 Caddo 405-247-6666

COTTON

ELECTRIC CO-OP

CottonElectric.com

GO UNDERGROUND.

ClimateMaster®Geothermal
Heat Pump Systems

For deep savings on your energy bill, look no
further than your own backyard.

With a ClimateMaster ® Geothermal Heat Pump
System, you get tax credits, utility rebates, and save
40% - 60% on your energy bill. ClimateMaster uses
geothermal energy to tap the constant temperature of
the earth, keeping your home comfortable year around.
Best of all, a new system usually pays for itself in about
five years and is a cleaner choice for the environment.
If you’re ready to uncover extra cash each month, call
your local ClimateMaster dealer today.

30% Federal Tax Credit - No Maximum
$800 Per Ton Rebate - City of Walters

Up to $650 Per Ton Rebate -
Cotton Electric Co-op

@

CLIMATEMASTER

Goothermal Heot Pump Systems

VAN & ComPANY
(GEOTHERMAL, INC.

32 Years of geothermal experience

5315 N. Highway 81
Duncan, OK
www.vanandco.com

580-252-2205

climatemaster.com

sheri@vanandco.com
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Have a fun, safe, and energy efficient Halloween!

S y N\ PBIIIglll(\INS
{ =~ &“’1 WAS NEVER THIS FUN ...
‘ EARN ENTRIES OCTOBER1- 31
\ DRANINGS EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
é 7PM - 11PM
—‘s. ' 45Y MEMBER
\ ; EXCLUSIVE
guvs
Participants receive one ticket for every 5
points earned on their Comanche Club Card.
Winners will be able to pick pumpkins to
Sy, reveal their prizes. Win from $50 to $700 in
Comanche Credit!
—
— COMANCHE
o ¥ S TA R
C A S I NO
Energy Saving Tip
Unplug your electronics
and appliances when
you’re not using them to
prevent Vampire Power
from sucking up energy!
This also helps save oy
your parents money on
COTTON their next electric bill. :WARNING::
This month’s Gift of the Week may cause an increase
in cravings, appetites & the creation of delicious
ELECTRIC CO-OP food. Earn 200pts in 1 day, Tues-Thurs, & take home
your Gift of the Week. Play each week to complete
your New 4 piece cast iron cooking set.
ACROSS 5 Valid 1.D. Required For All Promotions and Game Play
1. LA team member 12PM - 10PM
6. Young Fr. woman 12
(abbr.)
10. Per __, each
11. Foots
13. Veggie toy
17. Overdose
18. US, Latin America,
Canada belong to
19. So. Am. plain
(Span.)
20. Point midway be-
tween N and NE
21. Single
22. Inactive
23. Mother of Hermes
24. Gives a new mean-
g New members get up to
29. One who adds See Player’s Club for Details.
Cluny trim Valid 1.D. Required
30. Men or boys .
3L GodofWar | Senior Day
32 ?elf—_ltmr:]olatlon by Every Tues. 12pm-6pm Guests who are 50+
33 Ilre r'ltut?I ¢ 52 years can receive $5 Comanche Credit & a free
- Inevitable Events meal after they earn 2 points on their C Club
35. Add piquancy 55 —_—
36. Skin lesions . * *
37. Cannabis Over 100
41. River of NE Tur- 56. Loses heat 14. Elder 35. Steam bath Gam i N g M ach i nes
key 15. Belongs to famous ~ 36. South African Mu-
_ DOWN : Sunday - Thursday
42. 2 family struggle . computer sic Awards
: 1. No longer practic- T Noon - 11 pm
43. A young swine ing 16. Point midway be-  37. Sound made by a Erid saturd
4. _ student, leams 5 \pilitary mailbox tween NE and E cat nNay i ?_ e
healing ' 20. Moniker 38. Clothing protectors oon - 1am
3. Cowboy Carson 23 Envi ¢ 39. Wife of Amohi -
45. 55300 MN 4. 7th Greek letter - Ehvironmen - YVITE O Amphion Comanche Star Grill
46. Opie actor Howard ¢ \jautical ladder 25. Fills with joy 40. God o_f fire (Hindu) Sunday - Thursday
47 World’s oldest rungs 26. Transportation 42. Favorite weekday Noon - 10 pm
news gathering or- ¢ Hmong charges (abbr.) Friday - Saturday
ganization (abbr.) 7' Fellow 27. Frosts 45, Japanese sashes Noon - 11 pm
48. Luke’s Jedi mentor ' 28. Counterpart 48. Klutz
52. Japan’s knife & g g/laltesle p;()und 30. 2nd largest Hawai-  49.“_ Koo,” Debbie 580'250'3 100
scissor city 10 Joa 2(.: I$ bird ian island Harry debut album ComancheNationCasinos.com
54. Medical antiseptic 12 [?F;?n iriines bir 32. Gr|m|y humorous 50. Tokyo Route 3 Box 82A e Walters, OK 73572
& dye 15 s Ifterent Cﬁ?ncepﬁ 33. Adog’s front foot  51. Hardly any See Casino for details. Must have valid ID.
5. Early female flyers oo o o onP Wt 34 MuresRivercity  53. Cathode Management reserves all rights.
ropes ©2011 Comanche Star Casino
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Heritage Center packed with wonder

Modern technology delivers sights, sounds, smells, sensations of Old West

By Karen Kaley

First-time visitors to the Chisholm
Trail Heritage Center (CTHC) are al-
ways surprised.

Out-of-towners and local Duncan
residents go there knowing it is a mu-
seum about an old cattle trail, which
seems like a dry and dusty topic. What
they find is a vibrant state-of-the-art
facility packed with sights, sounds,
smells and sensations designed to im-

Chisholm Trail

Heritage Center

$1 off admission
(One discount per card per visit)

merse a patron in all the wonder of the
era’s story.

In fact, the very mission of the heri-
tage center is “to celebrate and perpet-
uate the history, art and culture of the
Chisholm Trail, the American Cow-
boy and the American West.”

Even Stacy Cramer Moore clearly
remembers her first visit to the center,
long before she became the executive
director at CTHC.

"‘ - -

Stacy Cramer Moore and Jesse Chisholm enjoy a cup of coffee and conver-
sation in Campfire Theater at Chisholm Trail Heritage Center.

eFence Rows
*Building Pads

Bulldozers

DON PRATER
DOZERS

Building Farm Ponds & Private Lakes
Ih the Cotton Electric Service Area

[ Wealthiis;not:measured:in-dollars:

-Farm Pon'd' and Lake
Along

Serving the Southwest Area

9

= s T N e,
ol z - -:7

Construction-
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eL_and Clearing
eShearing

Trackhoes

“I remember thinking, “Wow! This
is really neat!”

“l was taken by the animatronics in
Campfire Theater. They are so won-
derful, so lifelike.”

She looked around to see if anyone
was listening, then leaned forward
and said in a low whisper, “I just had
to touch him.”

She’s talking about Jesse Chisholm,
or rather, a mechanical representa-
tion of the man for whom the trail is
named. He and Tex sit around a camp-
fire under a star-studded night sky,
drink coffee and discuss the history
of the trail. Their gab is punctuated by
loud exclamations from Cookie, heard
but never seen inside a nearby chuck
wagon.

Moore is quick to say that one
should NOT touch the automated men
but softens the admonition by pointing
out there are so many things through-
out the center that guests MUST touch
to truly enjoy the visit.

There are pelts to run a hand across.
There is rope to try tossing around a
steer’s long horns. There are buttons
to press to hear snippets of songs.
There are drawers to pull open on an-
other chuck wagon and checkers to
play in the old Duncan store.

There is another theater area that
touches the viewers in a way that
earns it the name Experience Theater.

Art lovers will not want to miss the
visual feast of Garis Gallery of the
American West, a stunning collection
of Western and Native American art.

Regional artists are featured regu-
larly, too. Woodland Hymn, the work
of Cotton Electric member Christen
Walden, will be on display through
the end of October. Dylan Cavin’s led-
ger art will open in November and run
through the end of the year.

Whether visiting CTHC for the first

time or the hundredth time, one al-
ways learns something. This is a fact
recognized by educators and orga-
nizations throughout Oklahoma and
northern Texas.

Throughout the school year, thou-
sands of students visit Chisholm Trail
Heritage Center, which boasts the
only Great Expectations education
certificate earned by a non-profit. Cot-
ton Electric’s Charitable Foundation
has supported educational outreach
efforts at the center, issuing grants to-
taling $2,500 over the past five years.

Looking forward, Moore said she
and CTHC staff members are busily
making plans for a sesquicentennial.
The Chisholm Trail first became ac-
tive in 1867, and a great deal of the
activities planned for 2017 will focus
on the 150th anniversary.

“Many organizations are planning
events,” Moore said.

“We are looking for more partners
to make note of the significant year.
We’re looking for attractions, events
and ideas.”

To participate, Moore said people
could visit ChisholmTrail150.0rg or
find the Facebook page to get ideas.

Or, visit the Chisholm Trail Heritage
Center, a place you have to experi-
ence to really appreciate. Located just
north of the Simmons Center at 1000
Chisholm Trail Parkway, the facility
is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday and from 1 to 5
p.m. on Sunday.

Cotton Electric members can pres-
ent a Co-op Connections Card to get
$1 off the admission price, per card
per visit.

Visit often, because things are al-
ways changing and Moore has big
thoughts about ways to enhance the
experience. She has this idea about
holograms ...

Paying your power bill online Is easy ...

Just visit cottonelectric.com and click the ONLINE BILL PAY
button. Use your Cotton Electric account number and a pass-
word of your choosing to set up an online bill pay account.

Automatic bank draft 1S easier ...

At cottonelectric.com, click PAYMENT OPTIONS under the
Residential menu. Download an application form, fill it out
and send it in with a voided check. We'll arrange to draft your
checking account 15 days after your billing date. All you have to
do is open your bill and make a note in your check register.

Want to go paperless?

Call us at 580-875-3351 or 800-522-3520 or send an email to
info@cottonelectric.com to request billing via email only. We
will need your Cotton Electric account number, so have it handy.

COTTON

ELECTRIC CO-OP

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative &t
226 N. Broadway, Walters « 1101 W. Oak, Duncan
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It's NOT because the wires have a protective
coating that prevents shocks.

They DON'T.

The bird is safe because it is sitting on a single wire and is at one point of

contact — and one electrical potential.

Electricity is always looking for a path to ground. With just one false move that
connects different potentials, the bird could sadly be electrocuted.

Be aware of the location of overhead power lines, and stay at least 10 feet away
at all times.

Co-op lin

By Tom Tate

Living on Cotton Elec-
tric Cooperative’s lines
is a literal expression,
meaning you have a sys-
tem of poles and wires
connecting your home
or business to the co-op
SO you can get power
when and where you
need it. While these sys-
tems of poles and wires
all look quite similar,
there are distinct differ-
ences. Let’s take a look
at those differences and
why they are important.
Caution: Utility terms
ahead!

Everything starts at
the substation when it
comes to co-op distribu-
tion systems. Transmis-
sion lines feed high volt-
age into the substation,
where it is reduced to a
more manageable and
safer level. On the other
side of these transform-
ers, distribution feeder
lines carry the power out
and into the service area,
where they “feed” power
to a sizeable block of co-
op members. This is an
efficient way to move a
large amount of power
closer to its point of
use. These are also what
are termed radial feeds,
meaning only one end
is connected to a power
source.

At certain points along
the feeders, lateral lines
branch out to connect
member loads, which are
the amounts of power a
home or business needs.
Systems are designed
to supply the amount of
load to which they are
connected. If you look
at a simple map of Cot-
ton Electric’s distribu-
tion system, it resembles

USDA

Stk Plaza
PYiilage

géApartment Homes

TDD 711

401 School Rd. - Temple, OK
(580) 342-6802

Newly Remodeled,

1, 2 or 3 Bedroom Apartments
Extra Storage, Central H&A,
Stove & Refrigerator, Carpet & Mini
Blinds, Washer/Dryer Hookups &
On-Site Laundry. Rental Assistance
HUD Section 8 Accepted.

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider & employer.

the veins and arteries of
the human body. Only in
this case, it carries life-
enhancing electricity in-
stead of life-sustaining
blood. These lateral lines
are also radial in many
cases. Eventually, the
last member is reached
and the system goes no
further.

Lateral lines are the
“single” lines referenced
in the title of this article.
When co-op distribution
systems were first built,
the most cost effective
solution in a lot of cases
was the lateral approach.
This was especially true
for far-flung, end-of-line
members. There is one
drawback to a lateral
or single line approach,
however. When there is
a fault — something caus-
ing the flow of electric-
ity to stop, like a tree on
the lines or a pole being
broken by a car — in the
system, every member
beyond that point loses
power until the problem
is located and corrected.

Enter the double line
approach. A normal
evolution in distribu-
tion system growth is

Dale Wampler
Automatic
Transmission
119 E. Kansas
Walters, OK
580-875-2960

We repair all makes and models

Overhauls and safeguard service
Cooler and shift kits installed

e Reasonable Prices

e Written Guaranty

e 35 Years Experience
Walters, Duncan, Lawton Areas

Hours
Mon. thru Thur. 7 am to 5 pm
Closed Fridays

Spetfe
Guide

es: single or d

to replace radial lines
with loop connections.
The loop is connected
to a power source at two
ends rather than one.
This power source can
be another substation or
another feeder from the
same substation. With
this approach, when
power is interrupted, we
have the opportunity to
rapidly restore power to
a large portion of the af-
fected members.

Here is how the loop
works. Let’s say a tree
branch breaks and falls
onto the wires. Equip-
ment on the lines senses
the fault and operates
protective devices im-
mediately in front of the
fault, just like circuit
breakers do in your own
home. No power flows
beyond the protective
device, and all members
beyond this point lose
power.

ouble?

Back at the co-op,
members have started
calling about the power
outage and the system
has alerted dispatchers
to the size of the outage.
Crews are sent to the
area to find and fix the
problem. If the line is a
single, radial one, power
for everyone is out until
the problem is corrected.
But, if a loop is in place,
the operators at the co-
op or crews in the field
can flip switches and re-
route the power around
the fault. This means
faster power restoration
for many members. The
purpose of the loop or
double line approach is
exactly this, restoring
power to members fast-
er than where a single
line is in place. Cotton
Electric maintains 5,150
miles of line, bring pow-
er to 18,312 farm and
residential members. In
the event of a power out-
age, please give us a call
at 580-875-3351 or re-
port the outage using the
free SmartHub app.

Tom Tate writes on
cooperative issues for
the National Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative Asso-
ciation, the Arlington,
Va.-based service arm
of the nation’s 900-plus
consumer-owned, not-
for-profit electric coop-
eratives.

MID CONTINENT

Lift & Equipment Co.

Matt Rogers:

Buy/Sdl/Trade

Forklifts: All Types & Sizes
We Buy Used Equipment

380-656-3989

Forklifts &
Equipment
e Sales
e Parts
e Service
e Salvage

317 Bois D’Arc, Duncan, OK

380-255-3867

LAND

FOR SALE Heritag®

., Village

=== Apartment Homes
@CL/\‘ TDD 711

5Acres &
Water Meter,

5miles S of Lee BIvd | [206 w. Indiana - Walters, OK

on SE 45th, (580) 215-4775
(COI’!’]EI’ of 45th & 1, 2 or 3 Bedroom, Central Heat &
Tinney Rd) Air, Stove & Refrigerator, Washer/

Dryer Hookups, Carpet & Mini
Blinds & Laundry Facility On-Site.
Rental Assistance is Available to
Qualified Applicants.
HUD Section 8 Accepted.
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider & employer.

then 1/4 east on
south side of road.

$35,000

Call 580-248-3131

SPIVEY INSULATION CO.
- FREE ESTIMATES -

SPRAY-ON POLYURETHANE FOAM
FOR METAL BUILDINGS

BLOWN FIBERGLASS - ATTICS - BATTS.

COMPLETE INSULATION SERVICES

Owner Operated
Since 1974

Don Spivey 1-800-522-1644

Company?
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Insurance, it’s probably the only thing you keep paying for
that you hope you never have to use. But when an unfortunate
situation does occur, you shouldn’t have to fight with your
insurance provider to get the claim award you deserve.

At Bartling, we’re always on your side and we’ll do everything
we can to expedite any claim you make in a timely manner.
We're also proud to say that we offer the finest coverage
for your health, your home, automobile and commercial
property.

Put the strength of a solid performer behind you. Call us
now for a free, no obligation, price quote assessment of your
current insurance needs.

INSURANCE

Comanche Waurika
580-439-8809 580-228-2085

AR AR AR AR ARy

PUBLIC AUCTION

October 24, 2015
Saturday, 10:00 A.M.
211 East Texas Street

Multi-Property Auction

Walters, Oklahoma

Gary Criswell Auction Service & Real Estate, Inc. has
been commissioned by The James E. Cain Revocable Trust to
offer at Public Auction the Real Property situated at 211 East
Texas Street, 125 East Virginia Street, Lots (or portions thereof)
22-25-Block 28, Ross Addition, Lots 9,10,11,12-Block 33,
Ross Addition and Lots 19-20-Block 29 in Walters Heights.
Addition.

(1) 211 East Texas Street- The Real Property consists of a
2 Bedroom Frame Home (Approximately 1,204 Square Feet)
with a Living Room with Dining Area, Kitchen with Dinette,
Full Bath and Large Utility Room with Shower. The Home
has Central Heat and Central Air with plenty of Cabinets and
Storage.

Additional Improvements include a Detached Carport
(20°x23"), Sheet Metal Workshop (13'x24’) and a Sheet Metal
Shed (12'x36’). All situated on Lot 21 and West Half of Lot
22-Block 29, Walters Heights Addition.

(2) 125 East Virginia Street The Real Property consist of a
2 Bedroom Frame Home (Approximately 1,311 Square Feet)
with a Living Room with Dining Area, Study/Den, Kitchen with
Dinette, Full Bath and 1/2 Bath. The Home has Central Heat
and Central Air.

Additional Improvements include an Attached Carport
(18'x18’) and a Storm Cellar with a nice Fenced in Backyard.
All situated on Lots 25-27, Block 26, Walters Height Addition
in Walters Oklahoma.

(3) Lots 22-25, Block 28-Ross Addition, (4) West 22’ of
Lot 9 and All of Lots 10-11 and 12’-6"" of Lot 12, Block
33-Ross Addition, (5) Lots 19-20, Block 29-Walters
Heights Additions, Walters, Oklahoma. Note: Lots will
sell with Quit Claim Deeds only (No Abstracts).
Automobile: 1997 CHRYSLER CONCORDE with a 3.5 Liter
Engine, All Power, 4 Door with Leather Seats, Mileage 93,000.
Terms of Sale: 10% Earnest Money on Real Property on day
of Sale. Balance due at Closing upon delivery of Title and Deed.
Preview of Real Property will be held Friday afternoon,
October 23, 2015 from 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Announcements
made day of Sale supersede all other advertisements. Please
plan to attend this Public Auction.

Auctioneer’s Note: The Real Properties and CHRYSLER
CONCORD will be Auctioned off from 211 East Texas Street.
These Homes could make a nice Home for a Family. The Lots
could be good Investment Properties. The Real Property will
be offered “As-Is-Where-Is.” The James E. Cain Revocable
Trust reserves the right to accept or reject the final bid. Stephens
County Abstract will serve as the Closing Agent on the Property.

Gary Criswell Auction Service & Real Estate, Inc.

580-255-8162 - 806 West Main - Duncan, OK - 580-467-2248
(Auctioneer/Broker) email: garycriswell@cableone.net (Cell Phone)

~
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It's that not-too-hot, not-too-cold time of year: I I m
coming winter. Mike Stephens, our Energy Use

Just right for preparing for your home for the
Advisor, suggests these projects that will help

save on your power bill.

@*@x 1

N

S——

Flush and drain
water heaters.
Turn off power
before starting!

Check air filters, smoke detector and

H \ carbon monoxide batteries.

Change the

Have your direction of

air conditioner your ceiling
and furnace fans. They
should turn

inspected and

tuned up. clockwise for

heat savings.

Cover whole
house ceiling
fans.

e — —

|

.. Have fireplace

*®*

Install coverings flue cleaned
or remove and make sure
window unit damper and
air conditioners. hearth are
tightly sealed.

This is the best
time of the year
to check your
ductwork and
insulation
R-value.
Upgrading can
bring savings all
year, every yeatr.

Caulk and weather strip doors, windows
and any exterior penetrations.

COTTON

ELECTRIC CO-OP
A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative g\

!

Look for falling prices on all LED lighting
for Christmas decorations and all your
home lighting needs.

Visit TogetherWeSave.com for more ideas.
Call Mike Stephens at Cotton Electric for a
FREE energy audit.

580-875-3351

| ST

Paula &

-~ Robert Griffith
X QU\“‘_S RR 3 Box 261 %
,(ﬁ» 0(\ 4 Walters, OK {é}
‘ /‘ \ 580-678-4509
4 CJ ~ cottonquilts@prodigy.net

Computerized Perfect Quilting
Baby Throws to California Kings

DOZERS =« TRACKHOE =GRADER
LOADER = DUMP TRUCKS
Pond Clean Out = Pad building
Rock & Sand Hauling

All your construction needs
TRENTEN FILES
580-606-3214 or 580-444-3366

Red Wing Shoes

Men’s 6” Boot

—T :
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lSHoES 7
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S —
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Style #405 Great for the Oil & Gas Industry

Our Price: $160%

m NaturSeal™ Suggested Retail: $205%

LAWTON SHOE STORE

RED WING, WORX, IRISH SETTER BRANDS
6506 NW Cache Rd - 580-536-7001

Store Hours M-F 10-5:30 Sat 10-2:00

S T

METALBUILDINGS | - METAL ROQFING
AND
METAL SALES

1709 N, 20l Starees, Wiksidlow, OIK

PURLINTUBING

Nlewesll Builleitne; Coinajowinieans
ifo1r
Connineiaeiially Xestioenndkally Fsirnng
& (Rl

This farmlis morethan Iand and crops.
It’s our.-famlly Iegacy

EDWARDAS

FAMILY T VISION
Have VWe Got A Treat For You!

W Are Approved To Take

V'SP

W\ can also file Medicare, Soonercare,
Humana, Healthchoice & Cigna!

1619 W Elk Ave
Duncan, OK 73533

Current hours:
Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30

Make Your Appt Today!
Phone: (580) 255-1172

W,Get your crop insurancejnow.

S

Scherledinsurance @g@m@gy LLCH

2(02RWRMSsouTiMWialte MOk
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Ingredlent lISts

What is really in the food you eat?

If you are a label read-
er or suffer from a health
issue that requires pay-
ing close attention to
foods you eat, you have
probably read the in-
gredient list on a food
item. The ingredient list
holds the truth of the
contents of the package
— or at least it should. It
is governed by the Food
Labeling and Nutrition
guidelines set forth by
the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration, or the
FDA.

If you suffer from food
allergies or a chronic
condition that requires
exclusion of certain food
ingredients, the ingredi-
ent list can be a lifesaver.
While one would think
the claims on the front of
packaged foods are le-
gitimate, they are closer
to advertising than trans-
parency of ingredients,
and the ingredient list
must be checked to truly
verify the claim.

Food ingredients are
listed in order of weight,
so the first ingredient on
the list makes up more
of the weight of the
food item than any other
ingredient. While the
first few ingredients are
hopefully fairly recog-
nizable, often consumers
get lost in the food addi-
tives, including chemi-
cals and colors that are
not familiar to the gen-
eral public.

The FDA conducts an
approval process of food
additives and will oc-
casionally post updates
on its website of addi-
tives it is investigating.
The FDA has a data-
base called Everything

mger

Kim Bandelier, MPH, RD, LD

For

Added to Food in the
United States (EAFUS),
but it does not have all
ingredients so you must
also be familiar with
food additives that are
Generally  Recognized
As Safe (GRAS).

Needless to say, get-
ting to the bottom of
what is really in your
food can be tedious and
overwhelming.

If you search on the
Internet for food addi-
tives or preservatives,
you will discover many
opinions on what food
ingredients to avoid. The
issue with most of this
advice is it is not sup-
ported by conclusive re-
search. One study may
reveal an association be-
tween a certain additive
and a health condition,
then another reveals a
different association or
no association at all.

When a body of re-
search on a topic is
contradictory, we are

THOUGHT

forced to apply logic to
decipher what actions
we should take. The log-
ical action is to eat foods
with as few ingredients
as possible, and track in-
dividual reactions to cer-
tain foods in order to de-
termine which to avoid.

Nutrition research is
constantly evolving, and
the policies that govern
what goes into our food
are changing. In 2015,
a bill called the Safe
and Accurate Food La-
beling Act of 2015 has
caused much controver-
sy, mainly over the way
it proposes to address
genetically modified or-
ganisms, or GMOs, in
foods. While the current
science suggests GMOs
are safe, many indi-
viduals are concerned
and want to know what
foods contain them.

As consumers, we
must do our best to be-
come educated about
food ingredients so we

J ary

of Duncan'’s

Holiday Upen Rouse

oSpecial Discounts Hourly Gift Certificate Drawings.
o Famous Homemade Goodies
Don't M|ss Th|s Chnstmas & Hohday Oewn HouseI

*|n Store Specials

Fnday O
Saturday
10 am -6

ct 30th
| Oct.31
pm

can make the best deci-
sion for our health. Start
by reading labels and
looking up ingredients
with which you are not
familiar. Of particular
interest should be preser-
vatives, artificial sweet-
eners, and food dyes.
Those seem to generate
the most complaints and
conflicting research.

Begin by visiting the
FDA website, clicking
on “Food” and scrolling
down to “Ingredients,
Packaging, and Label-
ing.”  Other reliable
sites include the Center
for Science in the Pub-
lic Interest (CSPI), the
U.S. National Library
of Medicine, and the
World Health Organiza-
tion. These entities tend
to give advice based on
large bodies of research,
instead of just looking at
one study. You can also
reach out to your physi-
cian or registered dieti-
tian for more informa-
tion.

BARKER'’S
Trailer Parts

We Service All Major Brands
Of Electric & Portable Welders
Warranty - Service - Parts

Cache, OK
580-429-3822

Jimmy Barker, Owner

580-255-0207

www.welderrepair.com
email:weldrrpr@sbcglobal.net

SHUR-SHOT

GUNs

Deer Season AND
Christmas Season.

Coincidence?

We think not.
Shur-Shot has it ALL covered!

Find it cheaper in our area? Bring in ad or quote

and we will match if it is the same item.:

*Local area prices only, no internet sales.

Hours:

10am to 6pm Mon.-Fri. _
(Close at 5pm Wed.) Cell: 580-351-7140

Sat. 8am to 1pm Fax: 580-875-9002
610 E. Missouri St, Walters - shurshotguns@martineer.net

Shop: 580-875-9002

_TEMPLE CUSTOM

Slaughter & Processing

Foster & Lorre Morris

We Specialize in Custom Processing
We Now Offer Vacuum Packing

Beef and Pork

Call
580-342-5031

521 W. Central-Temple

8 am to 5 pm Mon-Thur /8 am to 4 pm on Fri.

YOU’D BE SURPRISED HOW
MUCH MONEY CAN SQUEEZE
THROUGH A CRAWLSPACE.

| know | was. But once | insulated the
crawlspace under my house, my budget be-
came much more comfortable. About $155
a year more comfortable. What can you do?
Find out how the little changes add up at

TogetherWeSave.com.

COTTON

ELECTRIC CO-OP

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative AT

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM
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(Family Features) It’s that time

of year — jack-o-melon carving
time! Watermelon carvings are a

lar celebrating begin.
Before you start carving, check
out a few helpful carving tips and

watermelon more stable when
carving.
*Draw the design on the water-

Insured & Bonded
Serving Lawton Since 1980

PAINTING &

STRUGTION ING:

Commercial ¢ Industrial
Interior & Exterior

Cotton County
Health Fair

Coftton Electric Communi

ity Room

Wailters, OK 73572

November 12th, 2015
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

o Sp??“.ed_B}" HASPIRE :t o

fun and different way to show off tricks: melon rind with a fine/medium Is Your Hitches

your spookiest Halloween faces. < The whole watermelon should point waterproof marker or a Trailer Road “Cooseneck Receivers
Throwing a Monster Mash has be at room temperate when you sharp pencil before you cut. , «5th Wheel *RV Couplers

never been more fun, and this carve to make cutting and slicing  *Use a sharp knife with a point- *Brake Controls

watermelon carving makes the easier. Then chill the watermelon ed tip — the sharper the knife, the m *Airbags for a smooth ride

ultimate centerpiece as the head after cutting and before serving.  easier and cleaner the cuts will Beflore .

of Frankenstein. Then round out  *Cut a small, thin, flat piece be. * Repairs < Brakes

your party menu with these kid-
friendly Watermelon Glazed
Meatballs and let the spooktacu-

from the bottom of the water-
melon before carving. This will
provide a flat base, making the

For more wicked watermelon
carving inspiration, visit www.
watermelon.org/Carvings.

* Wiring, Lights

e Inspections
e Accessories

M&M Trailer Service, LLC

Marlow, OK

Head of Frankenstein

Oblong shaped seedless or seeded watermelon
Large kitchen and paring knives

make fruit salad. Refill top portion of watermelon
with balls of watermelon and honeydew.
From ends that were cut off, draw nose with dry

Wood & Resistall® Flooring

Melon baller erase marker and use paring knife to cut it out. At- 2 Miles W. of Hwy || Great Selection of trailer
Honeydew ach to watermelon using straight pins or toothpicks. EEEEEEETD oS b

For eyes peel two large and two small chocolate
wafer cookies in half. Using sturdy toothpicks or
straight pins, attach large cookies with white icing
facing out from watermelon and attach small black
cookie portion to white icing to create Franken-
stein’s pupils.

Cut black edible sugar sheets or construction pa-
per half length wise then make zig zag cuts to create
hair; attach this to top of watermelon using straight
pins.

Use straight pins to attach black licorice to create
mouth and stitches randomly on face.

Green dry erase marker

Straight pins or toothpicks

Chocolate wafer cookies, large and mini sizes
Black edible sugar sheets or construction paper
Black licorice strings

Pair of chop sticks

Chocolate covered mini donuts

Spooky decorations

When you need a lender that
works as hard as you do...

...let us be your first choice,

Wash watermelon under cool running water and
pat dry. On cutting board, place watermelon on its
side and cut 1/2 to 3/4 inch from each end, creating
a sturdy base and top portion of carving. Stand wa-  Three-quarters down watermelon on each side
termelon upright. of face, insert a chopstick and attach a chocolate

Scoop out a good amount of red fruit from top of covered mini donut to each chopstick to resemble
watermelon with melon baller, also using a melon screws in Frankenstein’s neck.
baller scoop a generous portion of honeydew to  Complete carving with spooky decorations.

Rural Real Estate Loans
Livestock Loans
Equipment Loans
Lines of Credit

Watermelon Glazed Meatballs
Serves: 6to 8

CHISHOLM TRAIL

FARM CREDIT

2  tablespoons vegetable oil
24-36 frozen prepared mini meatballs
1 cup watermelon puree (instructions below)

1  cup prepared barbecue sauce 1902 S. Hwy 81

Duncan, OK
580-255-0370
WWW.CTFCOK.COM

We're AG Experts.

F inding a local banker is certainly advantageous... and finding

one that is an expert in your business is even better. We are a
community bank dedicated to its residents, businesses and community.
Whether you need assistance with a loan or just a great local bank,
we're the team you want on your side. We're here for you and will be
for the long haul. Drop by or call us today. We'd love to talk with you.

Heat oil in large heavy saute pan over medium
high heat or electric skillet set on 325°F. Saute
meatballs until browned and hot. Reduce heat to
low.

To make the watermelon puree, remove seeds
from fresh watermelon and cut into large chunks.
Place in a blender and process until smooth and
well pureed.

Mix together barbecue sauce and watermelon pu-
ree. Pour over meatballs and simmer for a few min-
utes. Serve hot.

SPARKS CONSTRUCTION
DOZERS - TRACKHOES
WHEEL LOADERS - DUMP TRUCKS

Friendly AG Loans.
Experienced AG Professionals.

www.allamericabank.net

S

All Your Construction Needs
-y Ricky Sparks

580-450-3673
OR

580-658-6442

AllAme?;rcaBank@

Cache - Elgin » Medicine Park « Mustang « Oklahoma City « Sentinel « Snyder - Lawton LPO
Cache: (580) 429-0063 - Medicine Park: (580) 529-2265 « Snyder: (580) 569-2313

NMLS# 1286989
MEMBER
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LIQUID GOLD

GOES BOLD

As

FAMILY FEATURES

f cooler days have you
wishing for savory dishes,
give your menu a boost
this fall with a bold, spicy
twist on your favorite comfort
foods. Rich, creamy dishes
featuring pasta and a kick of spicy
heat will warm you up from the
inside out.
A traditional pasta and cheese
is the perfect foundation for a
delicious skillet dish, one-pot
pleaser or casserole that blends
familiar flavors with new ones
to make an easy and complete
weeknight dinner. Packaged
options such as Velveeta Shells &
Cheese can help shave preparation
time, and with new bold Jalapeio
and Chipotle flavors, you can bring
the heat to a whole new level.
These recipes show how easy it is
to combine simple proteins, such as
chicken or beef, in addition to your
favorite cheesy pasta and spices for

a cozy dish in minutes. Find more
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Smoke and Spice
Chicken Shells and Cheese
Servings: 3
1 package Velveeta Shells & Cheese

Bold, Chipotle
3/4 pound chopped, cooked chicken

Boil 6 cups water in saucepan. Stir in shell
pasta; cook 8-10 minutes or until tender,
stirring occasionally. Drain pasta. Do not
rinse. Return to pan. Add cheese sauce
and seasoning; mix well. Add chicken to
prepared pasta.

recipes at Velveeta.com. b e
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Jalapeiio-Bacon

Shells and Cheese Boil 6 cups water in saucepan.
) Stir in shell pasta and jalapefios;
Servings: 3 cook 8-10 minutes or until tender,
1 package Velveeta Shells & stirring occasionally. Drain pasta and
Cheese Bold, Jalapeiio jalapefios. Do not rinse. Return to pan.
4 slices cooked and Add cheese sauce; mix well. Add bacon
chopped bacon to prepared pasta.

picy new take on cheesy pasta
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Beefy Nacho Shells and Cheese
Servings: 3
1 package Velveeta Shells & Cheese Bold, Jalapeiio
1/2 pound lean ground beef
2 teaspoons taco seasoning mix
1/2 cup water
1/2 cup crushed tortilla chips

Boil 6 cups water in saucepan.
Stir in shell pasta and jalapefios; cook 8-10 minutes or until
tender, stirring occasionally. Drain pasta and jalapefos. Do
not rinse. Return to pan. Add cheese sauce; mix well.
Meanwhile, brown ground beef in skillet; drain. Add taco
seasoning mix and water; simmer until most of the water is
cooked off. Add meat mixture to cooked pasta with cheese
sauce; mix well. Top with tortilla chips.

Do stir pasta when you first add it to the
water to prevent it from sticking together
and to the bottom of the pot.

Perfect Your Pasta

No cheesy pasta is complete unless it’s
perfectly prepared. Follow these dos and

don’ts to get your pasta just right: Don’t throw pasta against the wall.

Instead, use the cooking time on the
Do use lots of water. package as a guide, then try a piece to see
The ideal amount is 4 to 6 quarts per if it’s the right texture. Italians like their

pound of pasta. This allows the pasta pasta

enough room to cook without sticking “al dente” (a little
together. chewy), but you might like it softer.

Don’t rinse cooked pasta; you'll rinse
away the starch, which actually helps the
sauce stick. Only rinse pasta if it

will be used cold, such as in a salad.

Don’t add oil. If you have enough water,
you won't need to add oil to prevent
sticking.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER

Cotton County Rural Water District #2 Has Levels of Arsenic above Drinking Water Standards
Our water system recently violated a drinking water standard. Although this is not an emer-
gency, as our customers, you have a right to know what happened, what you should do, and
what we are doing to correct this situation.

We routinely monitor for the presence of drinking water contaminants. The table below shows
the average amount of arsenic, in water samples from our system, exceeded the standard,
or maximum contaminant level (MCL), for arsenic. The standard for arsenic is 0.010 mg/!.

Sample Site Twelve Month Period Arsenic Running Annual Average
Chlorination Station 5 (CL005) | July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015 | 0.013 mg/l

Chlorination Station 5 (CL005) | April 1, 2014 to March 31,2015 | 0.012 mg/l

Arsenic in drinking water can come from the erosion of natural deposits, or runoff from
orchards, or glass and electronic production wastes.

Este informe contiene informacion importante acerca de su agua potable. Haga que alguien lo traduz-

ca para usted, o hable con alguien que lo entienda.

What should I do? «There is nothing you need to do. You do NOT need to boil your water or
take other corrective actions. However, if you have specific health concerns, consult your
doctor.If you have a severely compromised immune system, have an infant, are pregnant,
or are elderly, you may be at increased risk and should seek advice from your health care
providers about drinking this water.

What does this mean? This is not an emergency. If it had been, you would have been notified
within 24 hours. Some people who drink water containing arsenic in excess of the MCL over
many years could experience skin damage or problems with their circulatory system, and
may have an increased risk of getting cancer.

What is being done? We are working with ODEQ and our engineer to evaluate the water sup-
ply and are researching options to correct the problem. These options may include treating
the water to remove arsenic or blending the water with our existing wells.

We anticipate resolving the problem by December 31, 2016.

For more information, please contact David Rodriguez at (580) 875-2027 or PO Box 65
Walters, OK 73572.

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those
who may not have received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing
homes, schools, and businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or
distributing copies by hand or mail.

This notice is being sent to you by Cotton County Rural Water District #2. State Water System ID#: OK2001702.
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Savings on everyday items. Like up to 85% off prescription drugs
at participating pharmacies nationwide.
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Co-op’s principles a difference

Every October since 1930, not-for-

profit cooperatives of all kinds have §

recognized National Cooperative

Month as a way to educate our mem- =

 NATIONAL

bers about what makes cooperatives §

different: the seven cooperative prin-
ciples and how they lead us to do busi-
ness in a better way. Here are real-life
examples of how Cotton Electric fol-
lows these principles:

Voluntary and Open
Membership, and

Democratic
Member Control

A co-op is open to anyone who is
able to use its services, which means
any person who moves onto Cotton
Electric lines is allowed membership.
Democratic member control means
members vote for a trustee who repre-
sents them on a board that governs the
cooperative. District meetings, which
are held prior to our annual meeting,
serve as the forum for electing trust-
ees.

Annual meetings serve as a way for
members to get to know the people
who run their co-op, and it’s where
members are updated on business
matters. Thank you to all of our mem-
bers who recently attended the annual
meeting.

Members’ Economic
Participation

Because electric cooperatives are
owned by their members, they do not
create profits for distant shareholders.
Any excess revenue —called “margins”
— is allocated back to the membership
in the form of capital credits, or pa-
tronage capital. Capital credits are “re-
tired” and then paid back to members
each year based on their purchases (in
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the case of electric cooperatives, elec-
tricity) from the cooperative. Margins
are used by the co-op as working capi-
tal for a period of time, then paid back
to individual members.

At this year’s annual meeting, CEO
Warren Langford announced that the
board of trustees authorized a capi-
tal credit retirement in the amount of
$500,000. Those checks will soon be
in your mailboxes.

Allocating and retiring excess rev-
enue to members helps distinguish
cooperatives. We’re proud to support
our communities by putting money
back into the local economy - and
into the pockets of those we serve. It
makes our business model special.

Nationally, electric cooperatives
have retired $12 billion in capital
credits since 1988 — $814 million in
2013 alone.

Autonomy and

Independence

Electric cooperatives form a vast
network across America. They’re
found in 47 states, and cooperative-
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owned electric lines cover 75 percent
of the nation’s land mass. But what’s
unique is that each cooperative is an
autonomous, independent business.

We work with our co-op neighbors,
but Cotton Electric members are the
sole governors of their cooperative,
and our member-elected board of
trustees approves policies and resolu-
tions that guide the way we do busi-
ness.

Education, Training,

and Information

Cooperatives have a charge to keep
their members informed — not just
about cooperative business, but also
about topics such as energy efficiency,
safety and community contribution.
For example, The Current is one way
Cotton Electric keeps its members up
on relevant news.

You can also stay informed via our
website, Facebook and Twitter.

Cooperation Among

Cooperatives
Even though co-ops are independent

entities, they still rely on one another
to share resources, information, and,
in some cases, manpower.

Electric co-ops have long relied on
one another to get power restored more
quickly after severe weather emergen-
cies. Called “mutual-aid agreements,”
it works just as it sounds: When Cot-

§ ton Electric needs extra hands after a

natural disaster, like the ice storm of
2010, co-ops from neighboring coop-

8 cratives help out. And when neighbor-

ing co-ops need help, Cotton Electric

sends crews to them in order to restore
lgses power more quickly. During the 2010

ice storms, crews from eight co-ops
assisted with the restoration efforts.

Concern for

Community

Possibly the most visible of all the
cooperative principles, the last is what
drives electric co-ops to be good stew-
ards of the communities they serve. In
2004, the Cotton Electric Charitable
Foundation was established, and our
members have since donated more
than $873,000 to our area communi-
ties. Those contributions have made a
huge impact in our area with almost
$233,000 contributed to volunteer fire
departments.

Cotton Electric undertakes a variety
of projects such as the Youth Tour and
Energy Camp youth contests, safe-
ty presentations at area schools and
sponsorship of area community and
school events.

While the first priority is delivering
safe, affordable and reliable electric-
ity, supporting and contributing to the
development of our communities is
equally important. Even if there were
no concern for community principle,
every person who works at Cotton
Electric lives here, too. We’re friends
and neighbors first.

PARTS « SALES « SERVICE
OPEN M-F 8:00-5:00; SAT 8:00-NOON
www. WoottonNewHolland.com
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