
Cotton Electric is excited to announce an incred-
ible youth program full of learning and leadership 
opportunities for high school juniors in the co-op’s 
service territory. Combining the Cooperative Prin-
ciples of Concern for Community and Education, 
Training and Information, Oklahoma Youth Tour is 
just one way Cotton Electric invests in students in 
our local communities.  

This year’s Youth Tour contest opened at the end 
of October, and submissions are due at the begin-
ning of 2026. 

Youth Tour experience
If you or someone you know is a high school junior 

looking for an all-expense-paid trip to Washington, 
D.C., next summer, then look no further than Okla-
homa Youth Tour. This weeklong experience is a fun 
mixture of learning about the cooperative business 
model; touring historic 
monuments, muse-
ums and memo-
rials; gaining 
l e a d e r s h i p 
experience; 
net work-
ing with 
students 
across the 
state and 
c o u n t r y ; 
and mak-
ing memories 
that will last a 
lifetime.  

Contest information
To be entered into the running for Oklahoma 

Youth Tour delegate, contestants must be high 
school juniors in the Cotton Electric service territo-
ry. The student and their families do not have to be 
Cotton Electric members; however, sons or daugh-
ters of Cotton Electric employees and Board Mem-
bers are not eligible to participate.

This year’s contest is broken into two rounds. First, 
applicants will write a professional letter to a local, 
state or federal elected official about a topic that is 
important to them. Writers of the top 10 essays will 
move on to the second round for a live video inter-
view with independent judges arranged by Cotton 
Electric. The top two presenters will be awarded the 
all-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., and rep-

resent Cotton Electric in June 2026 at Oklahoma 
Youth Tour. 

Learn more about the Youth Tour experience from 
previous delegates on Page 11.

The deadline to submit an essay is 3 p.m. on Jan. 
15, 2026. Contest deadlines, resources and contest 
submission can be found on our website at www.cot-
tonelectric.com/youthtour. For questions or more 
information, please call 580-875-3351 or email 
zyoung@cottonelectric.com.

Cotton Electric is thrilled to invest in future com-
munity leaders through our youth programs, and we 
look forward to students experiencing these incred-
ible opportunities. For questions or more informa-
tion, visit www.cottonelectric.com/youth-programs, 
call 580-875-3351 or scan the QR code below.
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October 2025 Temperature ExtremesPower Cost
Adjustment Calculated Did You Know? Contact Us

Do you have a story 
idea for The Current, or 
do you need to place an 
ad? If so, let us know.

We can be reached 
at 580-875-3351 or by 
email at TheCurrent@
cottonelectric.com.

You can also drop us 
a line at Cotton Elec-
tric Current, 226 N. 
Broadway, Walters, OK 
73572.

The power cost adjust-
ment now being applied 
to bills mailed after Nov. 
1, 2025, is $0.00957  per 
kilowatt-hours (kWh).

	

On a member’s aver-
age bill of 1,300 kWh, 
this will amount to a 
charge of $12.44 on the 
November bill.

Day	 High	 Low	 Avg.
 1	 91	 59	 75
 2	 92	 60	 76
 3	 91	 60	 76
 4	 89	 62	 76
 5	 90	 62	 76
 6	 91	 59	 75
 7	 82	 62	 72
 8	 83	 59	 71
 9	 89	 63	 76
10	 89	 58	 74
11	 91	 53	 72
12	 92	 58	 75
13	 77	 65	 71
14	 88	 60	 74
15	 87	 55	 71
Source: srh.noaa.gov/oun/

Day	 High	 Low	 Avg.
16	 87	 53	 70
17	 90	 63	 77
18	 82	 62	 72
19	 73	 46	 60
20	 91	 42	 67
21	 78	 43	 61
22	 82	 38	 60
23	 85	 50	 68
24	 74	 62	 68
25	 72	 59	 66
26	 73	 56	 65
27	 74	 57	 66
28	 67	 52	 60
29	 62	 36	 49
30	 67	 30	 49
31	 71	 34	 53

Cotton Electric offices 
will be closed Nov. 27 
and 28 for the Thanks-
giving holiday. Emer-
gency calls will be an-
swered at 580-875-3351 
or 800-522-3520.

The next issue of The 
Current should arrive 
in mailboxes  Dec. 19, 
2025.Average Daily High: 82    Average Daily Low: 54

Mission Statement
Our mission is to 

safely deliver reliable 
and affordable pow-
er, provide excellent 
member service, and 
improve the quality of 
life in the communi-
ties we serve. 

Oklahoma Youth Tour contest open for local high school juniors
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September 2025 Operating Stats
	  	 2025		  2024
Total Amount Billed/Accrued	 $6,640,989 	 $6,529,258
Cost of Purchased Power	 4,650,085	 4,503,149
Taxes	 144,514	 148,153
Total Operating Expense per Mile	 1,256	 1,184
Average Farm and Residential Bill	 151	 153
Average Farm and Residential kWh	 1,216	 1,342
Total Meters Billed (Farm, Residential)	 19,937	 19,755
Miles Energized	 5,287	 5,278
Density per Mile	 3.77	 3.74
New Service Connects YTD	 297	 340
Services Retired	 102	 160
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Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

With the holiday season approaching and more time spent 
in the kitchen, consider ways to save energy in the heart 
of your home. When possible, cook meals with smaller, 
energy-efficient appliances, such as toaster ovens, slow 
cookers and air fryers. When using the range, match the 
size of the pan to the heating element. Keep range-top 
burners and reflectors clean so they reflect heat more 
efficiently. After your holiday meals are complete, load the 
dishwasher fully before starting the wash cycle.

Source: www.energy.gov 
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As the holiday season 
approaches and the 
air turns crisp, we’re 

reminded that this truly is the 
season of giving. It’s a time for 
gratitude, generosity and look-
ing out for one another — and 
at Cotton Electric Cooperative, 
that’s something we take to heart 
year-round.

You’ve probably heard us talk 
about our Concern for Commu-
nity. It’s not just a nice phrase — 
it’s one of the core principles that 
makes electric cooperatives like 
ours different from other utili-
ties. We’re not just here to keep 
the lights on (though of course, 
we’re always working hard to do 
that). We’re here to improve the 
quality of life for the people we 
serve: our members, our neigh-
bors and our friends.

Over the years, we’ve faced 
challenges together, and ev-
ery time, our co-op family has 
stepped up. We’ve come togeth-
er to support those in need, to 
keep our community strong and 
to build something better for the 

future. That spirit of generosity is 
never more evident than during 
the holiday season.

Take our Operation Round Up 
program, for example. Thanks to 
the generosity of members like 
you who round up their electric 
bills to the nearest dollar, we’re 
able to provide real help to local 
families who are struggling to 
make ends meet. Every little bit 
adds up — and it makes a big dif-
ference. Since we began in 2004, 
over $190,000 has been donated 
to local food banks and senior 
citizens centers.

Seeing the impact that Op-
eration Round Up has made, 
the cooperative employees were 
inspired to create the Cotton 
CARES program in 2016. Em-
ployees and Board Members par-
ticipate in fundraisers through-
out the year to raise money for 
school supplies, food baskets and 
Angel Tree gifts during the hol-
idays in addition to coat drives 
for those in need. The commit-
tee works tirelessly through the 
year to not only support our em-

ployees but the communities we 
serve. 

We’re also proud to support 
local students through the Youth 
Tour program, where we send 
some of our community’s bright-
est young people to Washington, 
D.C., to see democracy in action 
and to dream big about their fu-
tures. That’s giving in the most 
meaningful way — by investing 
in tomorrow’s leaders.

And because we care deeply 
about safety, we also spend time 
visiting schools throughout the 
communities we serve, holding 
demonstrations and teaching 
folks of all ages how to stay safe 
around electricity. We believe 
knowledge is a gift too — and we 
love sharing it.

You’ll also find our team out 
in the community beyond work 
— coaching youth sports, vol-
unteering at local events, serving 
on nonprofit boards and part-
nering with our local Chambers 
of Commerce to keep our local 
economy strong. Because when 
you’re part of a co-op, giving 

back isn’t a requirement — it’s 
just what you do.

While the Thanksgiving sea-
son is a festive time, we under-
stand these can be tough times 
for many. If you need advice on 
saving energy to reduce your en-
ergy bills, you want to explore 
payment plan options or you 
simply have questions — please 
don’t hesitate to reach out. We’re 
here to help, not just during the 
holiday season but all year long.

At Cotton Electric, we be-
lieve Concern for Community 
is more than a value — it’s the 
heart of who we are. And during 
this season of giving, we’re espe-
cially grateful to be part of such 
a caring, generous community. 
From all of us at Cotton Electric, 
we are thankful for you and wish 
you and your loved ones a joyful 
and safe Thanksgiving.

From the CEO
The season of giving

Jennifer Meason, CEO
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Energy Efficiency
Tips to prep for the holiday and winter season

As November arrives, bringing cool-
er weather and the start of the holiday 
season, electrical energy efficiency be-
comes a priority for households. With 
Thanksgiving gatherings, festive light-
ing and increased heating demands, 
energy consumption can surge. This 
article offers actionable tips to opti-
mize electrical energy use during this 
transitional month.

Winterizing your home for 
electrical savings

November is the perfect time to pre-
pare your home for winter’s energy de-
mands. Start by inspecting your heat-
ing system, as electric furnaces and heat 
pumps are common in many homes. 
Schedule a professional tune-up to 
ensure efficiency; a well-maintained 

system can reduce electricity use by up 
to 15%. Replace air filters monthly to 
maintain airflow and avoid overwork-
ing the system. For homes with electric 
baseboard heaters, keep furniture and 
curtains clear to maximize heat distri-
bution.

Sealing air leaks is another key step. 
Use weather stripping or caulk around 
windows, doors and electrical outlets 
to prevent drafts, which can save 5%-
10% on heating-related electricity 
costs. Insulate water heater pipes to 
reduce standby heat loss, potentially 
cutting water heating costs by 7%-16%. 
Consider wrapping older water heaters 
or those installed in an unconditioned 
space with an insulating blanket for ad-
ditional savings.

Smart thermostat use for effi-
ciency

Programmable or smart thermostats 
are game changers for managing elec-
trical heating. Set your thermostat to 
68°F during the day and lower it to 
60°F at night or when you’re away — 
each degree reduction saves approx-
imately 1% on heating costs. Smart 
thermostats learn your schedule and 
adjust automatically, ensuring you’re 
not wasting electricity when the house 
is empty. Some models even allow re-
mote control via smartphone apps, per-
fect for unexpected November travel.

Holiday lighting with energy 
efficiency

November often marks the start of 
holiday decorating, with string lights 
illuminating homes. Opt for LED 
lights, which use up to 80% less elec-
tricity than incandescent bulbs and 
last significantly longer. Solar-powered 
outdoor lights are an excellent choice 
for eco-conscious households, harness-
ing daylight to power evening displays. 
Use timers or smart plugs to control 
when lights are on, avoiding unneces-
sary usage overnight or during the day. 
For indoor decorations, consider dim-
mable LED options to create ambiance 
while minimizing consumption.

Kitchen efficiency for Thanks-
giving

Thanksgiving means heavy kitchen 
use, which can spike electricity bills. 
Use energy-efficient appliances like 
convection ovens, which cook faster 
than traditional models by circulating 
hot air. When possible, cook multiple 
dishes at once to maximize oven use. 
Microwaves and slow cookers are also 

efficient alternatives for smaller dish-
es, using less electricity than a full-size 
oven. Keep oven doors closed while 
cooking to maintain temperature, and 
use glass or ceramic dishes, which re-
tain heat better, allowing you to lower 
the oven temperature slightly.

Behavioral changes for big 
impact

Small habits make a difference. Un-
plug electronics like chargers and ap-
pliances when not in use to eliminate 
“phantom” energy draw, which can 
account for 5%-10% of household 
electricity use. Switch to energy-effi-
cient lighting throughout the home, 
especially in high-use areas like living 
rooms and kitchens. Encourage family 
members to turn off lights and elec-
tronics when leaving rooms, particu-
larly during busy holiday gatherings.

By implementing these electrical en-
ergy efficiency strategies in November, 
you can enjoy the holidays and winter 
prep while keeping costs and environ-
mental impact low. Start now to build 
habits that carry through the season.

For more information, visit www.
cottonelectric.com/energy-efficiency.

Heath Morgan,  
Energy Efficiency  

Coordinator

GOOGLE PLAY

APPLE STORE

Download
Smarthub
today!

Monitor energy
consumption

Update account
information

Make and schedule
payments and

notifications

Monitor account
balance and review

payment history

Contact us
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Cotton Electric 
Charitable Foundation 

A CECF grant was awarded to Velma-Alma Elementary Schools for their Re-
naissance reading program. Pictured left to right: Cotton Electric Director of 
Marketing and Communications Zach Young, Cotton Electric CEO Jennifer 
Meason, Velma-Alma Federal Programs Director/Reading Intervention Nicki 
Brandt and Velma-Alma Elementary Principal Shannon Khoury. Photo by 
Carli Eubank.

A Cotton Electric Charitable Foundation (CECF) grant was awarded to the 
Jefferson County Free Fair/Livestock Show for new ceiling fans and lights. Pic-
tured left to right: Cotton Electric Communications Specialist Carli Eubank, 
Jefferson County Free Fair Board President Jake Graham, Glen Hobbs and 
CECF Vice President Carter Waid. Photo by Zach Young.

Tri-County Co-op was awarded a CECF grant for iPads, sensory items and 
scan pen. Pictured left to right: Walters Public School Special Ed Para Angie 
Day, Walters Public School Special Ed Teacher Haley Quezada, Cotton Elec-
tric CEO Jennifer Meason and Cotton Electric Vice President of Administra-
tion Shane Bowers. Photo by Carli Eubank.

Chisholm Trail Arts Council (CTAC) was awarded a CECF grant for class-
room supplies. Pictured left to right: CTAC Board Member Teresa Young,  
CTAC Vice President Nate Schacht, CTAC Executive Director Darcy Reeves, 
CTAC Treasurer Bruce Ridley, CECF Vice President Carter Waid and Cotton 
Electric CEO Jennifer Meason. Photo by Carli Eubank.

The City of Walters recently raised funds and received their contingent CECF 
grant for a splash pad. Pictured left to right: Walters City Manager Matt 
LaFee, City of Walters Park and Recreations Supervisor Allen Day and Cotton 
Electric Director of Marketing and Communications Zach Young. Photo by 
Carli Eubank.

Wichita Mountains Prevention Network (WMPN) was awarded a CECF 
grant to support their Youth Conference. Pictured left to right: Cotton Electric 
Director of Marketing and Communications Zach Young, WMPN Teen-
Con committee member Stacey Losson, CECF Vice President Carter Waid, 
WMPN TeenCon committee members Brittany Fugett, Barbie McCracken, 
Gina Olheiser, Sharon Duncan, Deb Farrar, Tara Brown, Terri Sheffield, 
Dawn Landers, Lauren Nitschke and Mikayla Howell. Photo by Carli Eu-
bank.

CableCable
MEAT & FOOD SERVICEMEAT & FOOD SERVICE

SINCE 1967

WHOLESALE FOOD DISTRIBUTOR

580-658-6646CABLEFOODSERVICE.COM

RETAIL HOURS
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM

OFFICE HOURS
MON-FRI 5 AM - 4 PM
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Hope Academy of Stephens County won first place in the seventh grade catego-
ry at the 2025 Co-opreneur Day. Photo courtesy of OAEC.

Walters Middle School placed third in the seventh grade category at the 2025 
Co-opreneur Day. Photo courtesy of OAEC.

Make sure safety 
is on your holiday 
menu this year

Local schools bring back Co-opreneur Day awards four years in a row

The kitchen can be a busy 
place during the holiday sea-
son, prepping and preparing 
favorite recipes (or sampling 
those favorite recipes).

Whether you are a seasoned 
cook or novice baker, it’s im-
portant to keep electrical safe-
ty in mind.

The following kitchen 
hazards may cause elec-
tric shock:

• Damaged or worn electri-
cal cords

• Equipment and appliances 
with improper or faulty wiring

• Using damp cloths or wa-
ter for cooking or cleaning 
near sources of electricity

The following tips may 
help prevent electric 
shock in your home:

• Always read and follow an 
appliance’s operating instruc-
tions.

• Always dry your hands be-
fore handling cords or plugs.

• If an unplugged appliance 
cord gets wet or damp, do not 
plug it in until it is thoroughly 
dry.

• Do not handle electri-
cal cords or appliances when 
standing in water.

• Pull on the plug, not the 
cord, to disconnect appliances 
from an outlet.

• To avoid damaging cords, 
don’t run them across walk-
ways or underneath rugs. 
Draping them over walkways 
is also a tripping hazard.

• Regularly inspect electrical 
cords and plugs for damaged 
insulation and exposed wir-
ing; immediately discard any 
damaged item. Avoid using 
any cord or plug that is frayed, 
cracked, taped or otherwise 
questionable.

• Only handle the insulated 
part of a plug or cord when 
disposing it.

• Do not overload exten-
sion cords, multi-pack “pow-
er strips” or surge protectors 
with too many appliances or 
other items or plug them into 
each other. Use them only as a 
temporary solution, and not a 
permanent one.

• Ensure extension cords, 
power strips and surge protec-
tors are in good condition and 
the appropriate gauge for the 
job (the lower the number, the 
bigger the gauge and the great-
er the amperage and wattage).

• Never remove the third 
(round or U-shaped) prong 

from a plug, which is a ground-
ing/safety feature designed to 
reduce the risk of shock and 
electrocution.

• If you have doubts about 
your home’s electrical system, 
have a licensed electrician 

evaluate wiring, outlets, and 
switches to verify they are in 
working order.

• Educate yourself and ev-
eryone in your household on 
how to properly turn off your 
home’s power in case of an 

emergency.
For qustions or more infor-

mation about electrical safety, 
visit our website at www.cot-
tonelectric.com or www.safe-
electricity.org.

On Oct. 22, more than 100 seventh 
and eighth grade students from Okla-
homa electric cooperatives traveled to 
the Oklahoma Association of Elec-
tric Cooperatives (OAEC) confer-
ence center in Oklahoma City for the 
fourth annual Co-opreneur Day. This 
event focused on teamwork, creativity 
and innovation as students were divid-
ed into teams to form a cooperative 
to resolve community challenges with 
imaginative business plans. 

Cotton Electric was represented by 
two seventh-grade teams from Walters 

Middle School and another two teams 
of seventh graders from Hope Acad-
emy of Stephens County. One of the 
Walters Middle School teams snagged 
third place in their category, and Hope 
Academy’s team clinched first place in 
the seventh grade category.

The day was split into three sessions. 
First, students learned about the defi-
nition, business model and principles 
of electric cooperatives from OAEC 
Director of Member Services Stacy 
Howeth. Next, a group activity demon-
strated how cooperatives work togeth-

er to alleviate problems each team was 
experiencing. After the group exercise, 
each team elected their own president, 
vice president, secretary and treasurer.

The second session was led by Amy 
Lee from the Oklahoma Council on 
Economic Education, who shared the 
characteristics of a successful entrepre-
neur. 

Implementing what they learned 
in the previous two sessions, students 
were tasked with creating a coopera-
tive business plan that addressed an 
ongoing issue in their communities. 

Students were given an hour to create a 
plan before presenting it to judges.

Co-opreneur Day is filled with fun 
activities, snacks and photos, but it 
is also one of the many ways Oklaho-
ma electric cooperatives invest in the 
youth throughout our local communi-
ties. The future of electric cooperatives 
is certainly shining bright, and Cotton 
Electric is proud of the students who 
represented the cooperative during the 
competition.
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Dozer-Trackhoe 
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Pond, Terraces, Tree Clearing, 
Building Pads, NRCS Work, etc.

'Sill Robinson 

!IOIRNION fENCING 
Pipe Fencing• Wire Fencing• Corrals• Gates 

Cell: (580) 450-3077 

SHOWMAN’S CHOICE
FOR ALL YOUR HORSE TACK 

& SHOW SUPPLY NEEDS.

HOURS  MON-FRI 8:00-5:30
        SAT 10:00-2:00

1205 SW SHERIDAN RD
LAWTON, OK  73505

580-355-7469

 FIND US ON FACEBOOK!



	 Page 6   	   Current           News	 November 14, 2025

Don’t let energy slip through the ceiling: A quick guide to insulation
Upgrading your attic insulation is 

one of the easiest and most effective 
ways to lower your energy bills, make 
your home more comfortable and 
boost energy efficiency year-round. 
Older homes can save as much as 15% 
on energy costs by improving attic in-
sulation.

Step 1: Seal air leaks 
Before adding insulation, take care 

of air leaks. Common trouble spots 
include:

• Recessed lighting
• Chimneys
• Attic hatches or pull-down stairs
• Pipes, ductwork and wiring
Seal these gaps with caulk, expand-

ing foam or weather stripping. This 
helps keep warm air in during winter 
and hot air out during the summer.

Step 2: Understand R-values
R-value measures how well insula-

tion resists heat flow based on its type, 
thickness and density — the higher the 
number, the better. How much you 
need depends on your climate:

• Mild climates: R-30 to R-38 (10-
14 inches)

• Cold climates: R-49 or higher (16-
18 inches)

Quick check: If you can see the ceil-
ing joists, you probably need more in-
sulation.

You don’t need to remove existing 

insulation unless it’s wet, moldy or 
contaminated. Otherwise, it’s safe to 
leave in place and add new insulation 
on top.

Step 3: Pick the right type
There are two main types of attic in-

sulation:
• Batt or roll insulation:
		  o Easier to install for DIYers.
		  o Must be cut precisely to 

avoid gaps, especially around obstruc-
tions like pipes and vents.

• Blown-in or loose fill insulation:
		  o Installed with a machine that 

“blows” insulation into place.
		  o Fills gaps more evenly; great 

for hard-to-reach areas.
		  o Blown-in cellulose is the top 

pick for attics due to its high R-value, 
good coverage and air-sealing benefits.

Step 4: Plan for storage
It’s tempting to use the attic for stor-

age, especially for those holiday deco-
rations, but if you’re looking to maxi-
mize efficiency, store them elsewhere.

If you store items in your attic, don’t 
flatten the insulation. Build a raised 
platform high enough to keep insula-
tion at the recommended depth.

Step 5: Check old wiring
If your home is older, inspect attic 

wiring before insulating. Cracked or 
brittle wire insulation can be a fire haz-
ard — have a professional electrician 
replace it if needed.

Step 6: Insulate the attic hatch
Whether you have an attic hatch or 

a dropdown ladder, this opening can 
leak lots of air if it’s not sealed properly.

For standard hatches:
• Add insulation to match your at-

tic’s R-value.
• Upgrade to a pre-insulated panel or 

¾-inch plywood.
• Install weather stripping and a dam 

to prevent loose-fill from spilling.

For dropdown ladders:
• Add an insulated cover box in the 

attic.
• Seal the frame with foam or weath-

er stripping.
• Be sure to leave room for the folded 

ladder.
A well-insulated attic means low-

er energy bills and a more comfort-
able home, whether it’s blazing hot or 
freezing cold outside. Start by sealing 
leaks, checking your R-value needs and 
picking the right insulation for your 
space — your future self (and wallet) 
will thank you.

It’s tempting to use the attic for stor-
age, especially for those holiday deco-
rations, but if you’re looking to maxi-
mize efficiency, store them elsewhere. 
If you store items in your attic, don’t 
flatten the insulation. Build a raised 
platform high enough to keep insula-
tion at the recommended depth.

For more information, visit www.
cottonelectric.com/energy-efficiency.

Efficiency Tip
Seal in comfort and savings with
weatherstripping. Check for air
leaks around your windows and
doors and install weatherstripping
where needed. Prevent drafts to
reduce energy loss and lower 
your heating and cooling bills,
improving energy efficiency 
year-round. 

As the year winds down, 
it’s the perfect time to 

make some smart moves 
before the calendar flips 
to 2026. Think of it as a fi-
nancial tune-up that could 
help with saving money and 
setting you up for success 
in the months ahead. Here 
are some things to consider. 
    • Don’t forget about 
required withdrawals. If 

you’re 73 or older, you’ll 
need to take your required 
minimum distribution from 
traditional retirement ac-
counts to avoid a 25% penal-
ty on any amount you should 
have withdrawn but didn’t. 
This rule also applies to 
some people who inherited 
retirement accounts, includ-
ing certain Roth accounts.  
    • Use your flexible 
spending money. Got money 
sitting in a flexible spending 
account at work? Remem-
ber, these accounts follow 
a “use it or lose it” rule. 
Check with your HR de-
partment about your plan’s 
specific deadlines for spend-
ing the money and submit-
ting receipts. Whether it’s 

that dental work you’ve 
been putting off or new pre-
scription glasses you need, 
now’s the time to use those 
funds before they disappear. 
    • Boost your re-
tirement savings. Consid-
er ramping up your pretax 
retirement contributions 
before year-end. Not only 
will this help your future 
self, but it might also re-
duce your current tax bill. 
If your workplace plan al-
lows it, you can even set 
up automatic increases for 
next year so you won’t have 
to remember to do it later. 
    • Share the wealth 
through gifting. In 2025, 
the current tax rules let you 
give family or friends up to 

$19,000 per person without 
affecting your lifetime gift 
tax exemption. Married cou-
ples can combine their allow-
ances to give up to $38,000 
per person. Plus, you can 
pay someone’s tuition or 
medical bills directly with-
out these payments counting 
against your gift limits at all. 
    • Navigate new 
tax changes. The recently 
passed One Big Beautiful 
Bill Act has made several 
tax provisions permanent, 
including lower individual 
tax rates and higher standard 
deductions. However, it also 
introduces new changes that 
might affect your situation. 
It’s worth sitting down with 
a financial advisor or tax 

professional to understand 
how these updates impact 
your specific circumstances. 
    • Examine your in-
vestments. Take some time 
to review your investment 
portfolio. Ask yourself: Did 
your investments perform 
as expected this year? Do 
they still match your goals 
and comfort level with risk? 
You might need to rebalance 
things to get back on track. 
    • Build up your 
emergency fund. It’s ideal 
to have enough cash saved 
to cover three to six months 
of living expenses in an eas-
ily accessible account. This 
safety net can prevent you 
from having to raid your 
retirement savings when un-

expected expenses pop up. 
    • Review your estate 
planning documents. This 
is especially important if 
you’ve had major life chang-
es like marriage, divorce or 
a new baby. Don’t forget to 
check the beneficiary des-
ignations on all your bank 
and brokerage accounts as 
well as life insurance poli-
cies – these often override 
what’s written in your will. 
    Taking care of these finan-
cial housekeeping tasks now 
can help you start the new 
year on solid ground.

Kelsey Avants
1110 N. 10th Street | Duncan, OK 73533 | 580-255-4408
kelsey.avants@edwardjones.com | www.edwardjones.com

Smart financial moves to make before year-end

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

“Comfort Without Compromise”

Does your home have any of these symptoms?
 Rooms that get too hot or too cold?
 High utility bills?
 Thermostat wars with your spouse?
 High humidity in summer?
 House just never seems comfortable?
 There doesn’t seem to be enough airflow?

 Have been told by other contractors that the problem cannot be fixed?

If you answered YES to any of these questions, we can help!
Pippin Brothers has specialists that can pinpoint and correct these problems and, in many cases, you 
don’t even have to replace your equipment, with the solution usually being easier and costing a lot 
less than you may think.  There is no other contractor in Lawton more qualified than Pippin Brothers at 
diagnosing and correcting these annoying, inconvenient, unhealthy, comfort-compromising and energy-
wasting concerns.  Call us today and let us make your home Feel As Good As It Looks!  After all, 
your home is your largest investment and you and your family deserve to be comfortable - don’t you?

 Dust buildup within 2 days of dusting?
 Problems with your system since it’s been

installed?
 Anyone with allergies or asthma?
 AC starts and stops frequently or runs all

the time, and house is still not cool?

Call Today:
580-248-7924

www.PippinBrothers.com

UNCOMFORTABLE?

For all of Your
Farming and Ranching Needs

Fertilizer
Chemicals

Feed & Seed
Farm Supplies

Your Co-op can blend and apply either 
Dry or Liquid Fertilizer

580-

Walters Co-op
580-875-3345

We Appreciate Your Business

-Call and Schedule your Needs-

BARKER’S
Trailer Parts

Cache, OK

580-429-3822
Jimmy Barker,  Owner 

Your
Quality Electric 

Utility

www.cottonelectric.com

STORM PREPAREDNESS CHECKLIST:
FLASHLIGHT
BATTERIES
GENERAC WHOLE-HOME GENERATOR

Exclusive to co-op members
Contact Heath Morgan for details 

at 580-875-3351
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A brief history of Christmas trees
Towering evergreen trees adorned 

in lights and other trinkets are a focal 
point of the holiday season. Christmas 
trees are placed in prominent locations 
in homes, typically in front of a large 
picture window or in the corners of 
large entryways. These awe-inspiring 
trees beckon people to inspect all of 
the ornaments and often are the first 
thing people envision when thinking 
of holiday decor. 

The tradition of the Christmas tree 
is believed to have begun in Germany 
in the sixteenth century. However, the 
National Christmas Tree Association 
says there may be earlier references to 
Christmas trees in other parts of the 
world as well. The first written record 
of a decorated Christmas tree comes 
from Riga, Latvia, in 1510. In the 

sixteenth century in Alsace, France, 
trees were sold in the marketplace and 
brought home and set up undecorated. 
Laws limited the size to “eight shoe 
lengths” or slightly more than four feet. 

Early German Christmas trees were 
adorned with apples, a holdover from 
earlier traditions when evergreen 
boughs hung with apples were used 
as props in miracle plays. These plays 
took place in churches on December 
24, which was Adam & Eve’s Day in 
the early Christian calendar. 

Evergreens have long been symbol-
ic of life during the cold months of 
winter, calling to mind the promise of 
spring to come. Various cultures, in-
cluding early Christians, featured trees 
during winter solstice celebrations. 
Some historians believe Martin Luther, 

a Protestant reformer who might have 
been inspired by stars in the night, was 
responsible for adding lighted candles 
to the Christmas tree. 

The Christmas tree was introduced 
to the United States by German settlers 
in the 1800s. Soon after those settlers’ 
arrival, trees began to be sold com-

mercially. President Franklin Pierce is 
credited with having the first Christ-
mas tree at the White House. Today, 
Christmas trees are wildly popular, 
with the American Christmas Tree As-
sociation reporting that 94 percent of 
U.S. consumers plan to display one. 

The tradition of the Christmas tree is believed to have begun in Germany in 
the sixteenth century. Photo courtesy of MetroCreative.

2210 W. Gore Blvd. Suite #5
Lawton, OK 73501

(580) 280-2220
www.VDDUSA.com
Guns, Ammo, Training, 
Hunting Accessories 

& More!

YouTubeYouTube Facebook

916 W. Main, Duncan, OK 73533
580-252-2190   •   www.the3frenchhens.com

3209 N Highway 81
Duncan, OK 73533

(580) 255-3500

MADE IN  
AMERICA°  

Real STIHL  
Find yours at STIHLdealers.com

From our factory in Virginia Beach to 
thousands of dealers across the 
nation, many of our battery and 
gas-powered tools are made and 
sold right here in America.

 

 
THREE WORDS  NOT
EVERYONE CAN SAY

°A majority of STIHL products sold in America are made in 
America of U.S. and foreign materials. Batteries and 
chargers sourced internationally.

 

°Made in America of U.S. and foreign materials. Batteries and chargers sourced internationally.

DUKE, OKLAHOMA LAWTON, OKLAHOMA

DUKE, OKLAHOMA LAWTON, OKLAHOMA

WWW.DARBYSFURNITURE.COM

COMMISSION FREE SALES STAFF

FREE DELIVERY

MUD CREEK
Creations

Merry Christmas!

212 Oak Main, Comanche OK 73529
10:00 to 5:30 Tues. thru Sat.

Come See What You’ve Been Missing!

Buzzards Nest LLC
604 S. Rodeo Drive

Comanche, OK 73529

Misty Rasmussen
580-467-8527
Diane Gann

580-470-5350

Estate Sales
Business Liquidation

Antique Store
Appraisal Services

Follow us on Facebook

  

Quality used
equipment for sale

2013 SKYJACK SJIII4632 - PRICE $14,477 (USD)

Description: SCISSOR LIFT 30-35' ELECTRIC
46-48" WIDE

Make/Model: SKYJACK SJIII4632

Year: 2013

Serial #: 70014617

Meter: 235.000

Equipment #: 10139876

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

2017 BOBCAT T650 - PRICE $56,016 (USD)

Description: SKID STEER TRACK LOADER
2400-2799#

Make/Model: BOBCAT T650

Year: 2017

Serial #: ALJG21494

Meter: 2630.200

Equipment #: 10623680

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

  

UNITED RENTALS (Store D62)
2420 S.W. LEE BLVD
LAWTON, OK 73505
Mon-Fri: 7:00AM-5:00PM Sat: CLOSED Sun: CLOSED

  

Sales Contact:
Eric Donahue
940-257-7258
edonahue@ur.com

  

 

 
  Valid through 09/09/2022

UnitedRentals.com | 800.UR.RENTS
© 2021 United Rentals, Inc.

For terms and conditions, visit unitedrentals.com/en/customer-care/terms/ur1disclaimer

  

Quality used
equipment for sale

2013 SKYJACK SJIII4632 - PRICE $14,477 (USD)

Description: SCISSOR LIFT 30-35' ELECTRIC
46-48" WIDE

Make/Model: SKYJACK SJIII4632

Year: 2013

Serial #: 70014617

Meter: 235.000

Equipment #: 10139876

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

2017 BOBCAT T650 - PRICE $56,016 (USD)

Description: SKID STEER TRACK LOADER
2400-2799#

Make/Model: BOBCAT T650

Year: 2017

Serial #: ALJG21494

Meter: 2630.200

Equipment #: 10623680

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

  

UNITED RENTALS (Store D62)
2420 S.W. LEE BLVD
LAWTON, OK 73505
Mon-Fri: 7:00AM-5:00PM Sat: CLOSED Sun: CLOSED

  

Sales Contact:
Eric Donahue
940-257-7258
edonahue@ur.com

  

 

 
  Valid through 09/09/2022

UnitedRentals.com | 800.UR.RENTS
© 2021 United Rentals, Inc.

For terms and conditions, visit unitedrentals.com/en/customer-care/terms/ur1disclaimer

  

Quality used
equipment for sale

2017 CLUB CAR CARRYALL 1700 - PRICE $13,425 (USD)

Description: UTV 4WD DSL 4SEAT ROPS

Make/Model: CLUB CAR CARRYALL 1700

Year: 2017

Serial #: SD1730-819191

Meter: 985.000

Equipment #: 10669171

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

2018 WACKER G 100 - PRICE $46,569 (USD)

Description: GENERATOR 100-109 KVA TIER 4

Make/Model: WACKER G 100

Year: 2018

Serial #: 24431332

Meter: 9278.900

Equipment #: 58707BLA

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

  

UNITED RENTALS (Store D62)
2420 S.W. LEE BLVD
LAWTON, OK 73505
Mon-Fri: 7:00AM-5:00PM Sat: CLOSED Sun: CLOSED

  

Sales Contact:
David Byrd
580-280-0010
dbyrd@ur.com

  

 

 
  Valid through 09/09/2022

UnitedRentals.com | 800.UR.RENTS
© 2021 United Rentals, Inc.

For terms and conditions, visit unitedrentals.com/en/customer-care/terms/ur1disclaimer

  

Quality used
equipment for sale

2014 JLG 450AJ - PRICE $23,888 (USD)

Description: BOOM 40-50' ARTICULATING

Make/Model: JLG 450AJ

Year: 2014

Serial #: 0300182623

Meter: 2381.6

Equipment #: 10236654

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

  

UNITED RENTALS (Store D62)
2420 SW LEE BLVD
LAWTON, OK 73505-8309
Mon-Fri: 7:00AM-5:00PM Sat: CLOSED Sun: CLOSED

  

Sales Contact:
David Byrd
580-280-0010
dbyrd@ur.com

  

 

 
  Valid through 11/30/2025

UnitedRentals.com | 800.UR.RENTS
© 2021 United Rentals, Inc.

For terms and conditions, visit unitedrentals.com/en/customer-care/terms/ur1disclaimer

  

Quality used
equipment for sale

2016 SKYTRAK 6042 - PRICE $53,500 (USD)

Description: FORKLIFT VARIABLE REACH 6000#
40-49'

Make/Model: SKYTRAK 6042

Year: 2016

Serial #: 0160077457

Meter: 2585

Equipment #: 10521028

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

  

UNITED RENTALS (Store D62)
2420 SW LEE BLVD
LAWTON, OK 73505-8309
Mon-Fri: 7:00AM-5:00PM Sat: CLOSED Sun: CLOSED

  

Sales Contact:
David Byrd
580-280-0010
dbyrd@ur.com

  

 

 
  Valid through 11/30/2025

UnitedRentals.com | 800.UR.RENTS
© 2021 United Rentals, Inc.

For terms and conditions, visit unitedrentals.com/en/customer-care/terms/ur1disclaimer
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For the compote:
3 cups blackberries
1/2 cup sugar
2 tablespoons water
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract

For the pecans:
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon ground ginger
1 pinch chilli powder
1 small egg white
1 tablespoon water
2 cups pecans

For the cheese:
2 Brie wheels
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 pomegranate, seeded

	 Fresh thyme sprigs
	 Multigrain crackers

Instructions:
1. For the compote: Combine black-

berries, sugar, water, and vanilla extract 
in a heavy-based saucepan. 

2. Cover and cook over a medium 
heat, stirring from time to time, until 
the blackberries are soft and jammy, 
about 12 to 15 minutes. Remove from 
heat and let cool to one side. 

3. For the spicy candied pecans: Pre-
heat the oven to 250 F. Stir together 
sugar and spices in a large mixing bowl. 

4. Whisk egg white with water in a 
separate bowl until frothy. Toss pecans 
in egg white mixture before removing 
and tossing in the spiced sugar to coat. 

5. Spread out on a baking sheet 

lined with parchment paper. Bake for 
1 hour, turning over every 15 minutes, 
until dry and crisp. 

6. Remove from the oven and let cool 
to one side. Increase oven to 350 F. 

7. For the cheese: Remove the tops 
of the rinds from the Brie wheels. Place 
the Brie on a baking sheet lined with 
parchment paper. 

8. Drizzle with olive oil before bak-

ing for 25 to 30 minutes until melted 
and bubbling. 

9. Remove from the oven and let 
cool briefly before topping with the 
blackberry compote, spiced pecans, 
pomegranate seeds, and thyme sprigs. 

10. Serve with the multigrain crack-
ers and any remaining compote and 
pecans on the side.
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Baked brie is a cheese-centric crowd pleaser
Cheese is beloved all over the world. While cheese features more prominently in some cultures than others, its popularity still knows no bounds.
That popularity is something hosts can keep in mind as they plan to welcome loved ones into their homes during the holiday season. Couple the popularity of 

cheese with a little spice, as this recipe for “Baked Brie With Blackberry Compote and Spicy Candied Pecans” from Lines+Angles does, and hosts are sure to have 
a crowd pleaser on their hands.

Baked Brie With Blackberry Compote and 
Spicy Candied Pecans

Makes 4 to 6 servings

Hardzog’s
9201 State Highway 17 • Elgin, OK 73538 • 580-492-4906

Christmas 
Open House

Friday November 21st 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday November 22nd 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Sunday November 23rd 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Join us for our

Let’s get ready for the 
holiday season!

We wish you and yours a Merry Christmas. 
At this time of year, we want to thank all our 

valued clients and many friends, and wish 
everyone a very blessed Christmas and a happy, 

healthy, and prosperous New Year. 
May peace and joy fill your Christmas season.

From all of us at Brink Auction Service Family.

580-335-4126    www.brinkauction.com

Nov. 22 - Holiday Stroll 4 - 8 pm

Nov. 29 - Shop Small Saturday

Dec. 6 - Christmas Parade 3 pm

 “Toyland Christmas”

SPONSORED  BY

MAIN STREETMAIN STREET DUNCANDUNCAN

www.cottonelectric.com
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Adorable cookies add to the 
festive feel of the holidays

Cake pops to light up kids’ 
eyes this holiday season

Food helps to set the festive atmosphere that has become synonymous with 
the holiday season. Celebrants asked to recall their fondest memories of the hol-
iday season undoubtedly would point to nights spent surrounded by loved ones 
at the family dinner table, which serves as a testament to the unifying power of 
food during a special time of year.

Holiday hosts looking to food to set a festive tone can consider these “Peanut 
Butter Reindeer Cookies” from Lines+Angles. These cookies are flavorful and 
the finished product is adorable, which can help celebrants feel even more fes-
tive during seasonal celebrations.

1/2 cup unsalted butter, softened
3/4 cup peanut butter
1/3 cup granulated sugar
1/3 cup packed light brown sugar
1 large egg
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
1 1/2	 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
48 large red M&M candies
96 mini semisweet chocolate chips
	 Pretzels, broken into 96 1-inch 

pieces

Instructions:
1. Preheat oven to 350 F. Line 2 bak-

ing sheets with parchment paper. 
2. In a large bowl, beat together but-

ter, peanut butter, sugar, and brown 
sugar on medium speed until light 
and fluffy, about 2 minutes. Add egg 

and vanilla extract and mix until com-
bined. 

3. In a small bowl, whisk together 
flour, baking soda, and salt. Add the 
dry ingredients to the wet ingredients 
and stir until just combined. Roll the 
dough into 1-inch balls, and place at 
least 1 inch apart on cookie sheet. Bake 
only 10 to 12 cookies at a time. Refrig-
erate the bowl of dough in between 
batches. Bake for 7 to 9 minutes, until 
the cookies are just set. 

4. Immediately place one M&M in 
the center of each cookie for a nose 
(press down a bit if your cookies aren’t 
flat enough), 2 mini chocolate chips 
for the eyes, and 2 pretzel pieces at 
the top for antlers. Carefully transfer 
the cookies to a wire rack to cool com-
pletely.1 box vanilla cake mix

3/4 cup canola oil
1/2 cup unsalted butter, softened
1 cup confectioners’ sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 teaspoon milk
3 1/2 cups green candy melts
24 cake pop sticks
	 Icing dots
	 Icing stars

Instructions:
1. Prepare cake according to package 

instructions, adding 3/4 cup canola oil 
to the cake mix before baking.  

2. Once cake is cool to the touch, 
transfer to a large mixing bowl and 
break up into crumbs. Allow to cool 
completely. 

3. In a medium bowl, add the butter, 
sugar, vanilla, and milk. Use an electric 

mixer and beat on medium speed for 
about 4 minutes until light and fluffy.  

4. Add 3/4 of the frosting to the 
cake crumbs and mix until mixture 
can hold together well. Refrigerate for 
at least an hour.  

5. Using your hands, shape the cake 
pop mixture into 24 conical shapes.  

6. Melt the green candy melts. Dip 
one end of each of the cake pop sticks 
into the melted chocolate before in-
serting into the bottom of the cake 
pops. Dip each cake pop into the 
melted chocolate, making sure to cov-
er completely, allowing excess to drip 
back into bowl.  

7. Use a toothpick to create the tex-
tured look of the tree and decorate 
with the icing dots and stars before 
standing upright to dry completely.

Peanut Butter Reindeer Cookies
Makes 48 cookies

Christmas Tree Cake Pops
Makes 24 cake pops

There’s no denying Christmas Eve is a little more special in homes where kids 
are excited about an overnight visit from Santa Claus. Indeed, kids’ joy and en-
thusiasm helps to make the holiday season such a special time of year. 

Since kids add so much to the holidays, it makes sense to prepare something 
special for youngsters. Of course, treats such as these “Christmas Tree Cake 
Pops” from Lines+Angles also may appeal to festive adults.

Happy Holidays 
from everyone at

Jan Jackson
580-335-1511

Maurissa Buchwald 
580-351-8712

Jake Fillmore
580-335-1925

Daci Baker
580-779-3698

Maddy Barton 
712-389-8241

This institution is an equal opportunity employer and provider.

Your trusted crop and livestock insurance team

Office: 580-335-5122 - www.southwest-ag.com
111 West Grand, Frederick, OK 73542

Our Services
Multi-Peril Coverage for Available Crops

Annual Forage
Pasture, Rangeland, & Forage (PRF)

Livestock Risk Protection (LRP)
Crop-Hail

Our Mission: We are deeply rooted in agriculture and are passionate about assisting farmers and 
ranchers. Protecting your livelihood protects the livelihood of everyone. 
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AMAZING SAVINGS AT YOUR FINGERTIPS!
Visit the new Connections.coop member 
benefits site and download the free app 
to unlock a world of savings.

SAFETY & SECURITY LOCAL DEALS

HEALTH & WELLNESS TRAVEL & ENTERTAINMENT

VISIT WWW.CONNECTIONS.COOP FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

Bowie’sBowie’sSecond Monday 
Second Monday has evolved into one 
has evolved into one of the largest flea 
of the largest flea markets on five acres!

markets on five acres!
SECOND MONDAY TRADE DAYS
takes place the weekend prior to the 

second Monday of every month.

Dec.
5-7

NEXT TRADE
DATESBusiness Hwy 287 & 

Hwy 81 (Wise Street),
Bowie, TX 76230

940-872-4861

Information Hours Event HoursMonday - Friday  •  8am - 5pm Saturday & Sunday  •  8am - 5pm

www.cityofbowietx.com

2ndmondayTrade Days
FOLLOW US

secondmonday@cityofbowietx.com

405-574-2955

FREE ESTIMATE

Services include but not
limited to:

Pad Construction
Rough / Final Grading
Tree / Brush Clearing
Dirt / Gravel Delivery

OKIE DIRT WORKS, LLC
HOME-FARM-BUSINESS

Daniel Ballard 405-574-2955

FREE ESTIMATE

Services include but not
limited to:

Pad Construction
Rough / Final Grading
Tree / Brush Clearing
Dirt / Gravel Delivery

OKIE DIRT WORKS, LLC
HOME-FARM-BUSINESS

Daniel Ballard

405-574-2955

FREE ESTIMATE

Services include but not
limited to:

Pad Construction
Rough / Final Grading
Tree / Brush Clearing
Dirt / Gravel Delivery

OKIE DIRT WORKS, LLC HOME-FARM-BUSINESS

Daniel Ballard

405-574-2955

FREE ESTIMATE

Services include but not
limited to:

Pad Construction
Rough / Final Grading
Tree / Brush Clearing
Dirt / Gravel Delivery

OKIE DIRT WORKS, LLC
HOME-FARM-BUSINESS

Daniel Ballard

405-574-2955

FREE ESTIMATE

Services include but not
limited to:

Pad Construction
Rough / Final Grading
Tree / Brush Clearing
Dirt / Gravel Delivery

OKIE DIRT WORKS, LLC
HOME-FARM-BUSINESS

Daniel Ballard

Services include but not limited to:
• Pad Construction
• Rough/Final Grading
• Tree/Brush Clearing
• Dirt/Gravel Delivery



Improving the quality of life in our schools 
and communities has always been part of 
Cotton Electric’s mission. For more than 
60 years, your cooperative has demonstrat-
ed this by investing in our future leaders 
through youth programs, like Youth Tour. 

When students are selected for this all-ex-
pense-paid trip, they experience a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to see our nation’s capi-
tal through a unique perspective. Organized 
by the Oklahoma Association of Electric 
Cooperatives, the agenda for Youth Tour is 
packed with tours of monuments, memo-
rials and museums; group networking and 
leadership opportunities; and engagement 
with elected officials, like Representative 
Frank Lucas, Senator Markwayne Mullin, 
Senator James Lankford and many others’ 
staff members.

A couple of the many stops on the agen-
da are the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, 

where students usually get to visit with one 
of the guards and watch the changing of the 
guard ceremony, and then the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Memorial, where they learn about 
the important role FDR played in rural elec-
trification.  

Youth Tour highlights that stood out to 
one of Cotton Electric’s 2025 Youth Tour 
winners Emmalee Fontenot were visiting 
with an off-duty guard at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, making new friends on 
the riverboat dinner, and stepping outside of 
her comfort zone.

In between all the sights and tours, stu-
dents form friendships and connections 
that will last a lifetime: whether it’s getting 

to know others in your cluster group and 
watching a show together at Toby’s Dine-In 
Theatre or meeting students from across the 
country at the dinner cruise and through pin 
trading.

Another one of Cotton Electric’s 2025 
Youth Tour winners, Clair Roderigas, said 
some of her most memorable experiences of 
the trip included watching the “surreal” live 
performance of The Little Mermaid at Toby’s 
Dine-In Theatre, visiting the prehistoric fos-
sil exhibit at the Smithsonian National Mu-
seum of Natural History and making lots of 
friends that she still keeps in touch with.

While the days in Washington, D.C., are 
packed with tours and presentations, stu-
dents also have opportunities to develop 
leadership and networking skills while mak-
ing memories.

For more information about Cotton Elec-
tric’s youth programs, call 580-875-3351 or 
visit www.cottonelectric.com/youth-pro-
grams.
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Co-op Life

More than 60 high school students representing Oklahoma electric cooperatives attended the 2025 Youth Tour. Photo courtesy of Oklahoma Association of Elec-
tric Cooperatives.

Electric co-ops 
provide local high 
school students with 
a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity 
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Cotton Electric member Leigh Ann Womack snapped this photo of 
the leaves starting to change color at the Wichita Mountains Wildlife 
Refuge.

Enter your “best shot” in our Photo of the Month contest. The theme 
for December is All is Calm, All is Bright! Entries can be emailed to 
TheCurrent@CottonElectric.com or mailed to The Current, 226 N. 
Broadway, Walters, OK 73572. Winners will receive a Cotton Electric 
prize.

PHOTO
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OF THE

PHOTO
MONTH

OF THE

PHOTO
MONTH

OF THE

If you would like your communi-
ty event listed in the December issue, 
please submit information by calling 
580-875-3351 or emailing TheCur-
rent@CottonElectric.com by Dec. 5. 
Only events occurring after Dec. 19 will 
be published in the next issue.

Editor’s Note: We recommend check-
ing for cancellations with local sources 
before attending any event.

CTAC presents ARTRAGEOUS!
The Chisholm Trail Arts Council 

(CTAC) welcomes the public to at-
tend their upcoming live show, AR-
TRAGEOUS!, where music, dance 
and live painting collide. Tickets 
range from $10 to $25, and students 
18 years old and under can attend 
the show for free. Tickets can be pur-
chased at www.chisholmtrailarts.com 
or by calling 580-252-4160. The event 
is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Nov. 22 at 
the Simmons Center Theater in Dun-
can. For questions or more informa-
tion, call 580-252-4160.

Holiday in the Park
Celebrate the holidays with fami-

ly-friendly events at Lawton’s annual 
Holiday in the Park. The festivities 
begin at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 22 with a 
themed parade, Island of Misplaced 
Toys. Throughout November and De-
cember, Elmer Thomas Park will be 
completely decorated with colorful 
light displays for the holiday season. 
Check out the Frost Your Fanny 5K, 
movie nights, train rides, holiday con-
certs, food trucks, vendors and much 
more. For questions or more informa-
tion about the event, call 580-350-
1447.

Duncan Rotary continues annual 
Christmas auction 

The Duncan Rotary Club will be 
hosting the 68th Annual Christmas 

Auction Dec. 1-5. Proceeds from the 
Christmas auction will help to clothe 
elementary-aged children currently 
enrolled in Duncan Public Schools. 
Every year the Duncan Rotary Club 
helps with clothing around 340 stu-
dents with the help of their viewers 
that bid and/or win auction items. Ev-
eryone is encouraged to tune in via the 
Duncan Rotary YouTube channel and 
help make this another successful year. 
The auction starts at 6:30 p.m. each 
night and will finish at 10:30 p.m. If 
you have any questions or would like 
more information, please contact 
Duncan Rotary President Mark Jar-
dine at mark.jardine@duncanfumc.
org or 918-607-7654.

Food pantry open once monthly

Walters Community Food Pantry 
is open from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. on the 
second Saturday of each month. The 
pantry is in the old City Hall, 131 1/2 
W. California Street. Pantry organiz-
ers try to provide a two-week supply 
of basic staples to anyone with identi-
fication and proof of Cotton County 
residency. Monetary donations may 
be sent to Food Pantry, c/o Paul Met-
calfe, 211 E. Colorado St., Walters, 
OK 73572. For questions or more in-
formation, call Roger Noland at 580-
591-6826.

Blessings Boutique open monthly

Marlow First United Methodist 
Church opens its Blessings Boutique 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. every first and 
third Tuesday of the month. Clothing 
donation drop-off days are Tuesdays, 
or donors can call 580-658-2765 to 
make other arrangements.

Hope      Healing
       RIGHT HERE AT HOME

&

Real Estate & Auction Co.
Todd Robertson, Owner / Broker / Auctioneer

1705 S. Hwy. 81 - Duncan, OK
580-252-3880

www.FarmsRanchesLand.com

“WE SELL LAND AND everything ON IT”
Meet Our Real Estate Professionals . . .

Let Land Pros
Work for You!
40 years Experience

Local, State, and National Marketing.
It is our goal to provide the very best counsel, advice and service 

possible for any of your Auction and Real Estate needs.

Cace Robertson
Realtor Associate

Tammy Vaughn
Broker Associate

Todd Robertson
Owner/Broker

Auctioneer

Jennifer Wolston
Realtor Associate

Jessica Parker
Realtor Associate

Farms / Ranches
Homes / Recreation

Commercial Equipment

Business Liquidations
Online & Live Auctions

Caitlin Paxson
Realtor Associate

Allison Bray
Realtor Associate

Tony DeCarlo
Realtor Associate

Tabitha Williams
Realtor Associate

Mikayla Franklin
Realtor Associate



	 November 14, 2025	 Current           News    	 Page 13

If you’re watching your weight or just 
aiming to eat healthier, you know protein 
is essential for feeling full and building 

muscle. But here’s a secret that can make 
a big difference: Not all protein sources 
have the same caloric cost. You actually 
have to eat far more calories from some 
foods to get the same amount of protein 
compared to others. And that can un-
dermine your weight management plan. 
Think of it this way: To get a specific 
amount of protein (say, 50 grams), you’re 
also getting all the other stuff — fat and 
carbohydrates — that comes along with 
it.

Foods like lean chicken, beef, pork, 
tuna and eggs are protein powerhouses. 
They contain a very high percentage of 
protein with minimal fat or carbs. This 
makes them protein-dense and very ca-
lorically efficient. For example, getting 
50 grams of protein from lean chicken 
might only cost you about 250–300 to-
tal calories. The majority of those calo-

ries come directly from the protein itself.
When you look at plant proteins like 

beans, lentils or whole grains, the picture 
changes. These foods are very nutritious, 
packed with fiber and vitamins, but they 
also contain a lot of carbohydrates along-
side their protein. To get that same 50 
grams of protein from black beans, you’d 
have to eat a much larger serving size, 
which brings a big load of extra carbs. 
The total calories for 50 grams of pro-
tein from legumes could easily jump to 
700–1,000 calories or more.

Similarly, foods like peanuts, almonds 
and nut butters offer good amounts of 
protein, but they are also very high in fat. 
Since fat packs nine calories per gram 
(more than double protein or carbs), the 
total calorie count quickly climbs when 
you rely on these for large amounts of 
protein. For example, to get 50 grams of 

protein from peanut butter, you would 
also consume 1,200-1,500 calories. 

So, what does this mean for you? If your 
primary goal is to eat maximum protein 
with minimum calories (for strict weight 
loss or muscle building), focus on lean 
meats, fish or protein powders/shakes. If 
you’re just aiming for overall health and 
want the added fiber and nutrients that 
whole, plant-based foods offer, beans, 
lentils and nuts are fantastic. Just be 
mindful of the larger serving sizes need-
ed to meet a high-protein goal. 

Variety in protein sources is key to 
general health, and watching the calo-
rie cost is key to weight management. 
By understanding this concept, you can 
make smarter food swaps and choose the 
protein sources that best fit your calorie 
goals and lifestyle. 

The calorie cost of various protein foods

Kim Bandelier, MPH, RD, LD

Elite Fence & Deck
Owner

Jeremy Dilbeck
2125 Cardinal Avenue

Duncan, Oklahoma

580-585-2969

jeremydilbeck@sbcglobal.net 580-656-0450 RYAN MORA
LICENSED & INSURED LIC# 80007157

Preparing Tomorrow’s Workforce Today

3300 West Bois D’Arc Avenue
Duncan, OK 73533

(580) 255-2903
www.rrtc.edu

580-255-0183climatecontrolco.net
GIVE US A CALL

WARM
STAY

T H I S  W I N T E R
Located 3.3 miles East on Camelback Rd from HWY 81. The 3 
acre tracts are $45,000, and the 10.70 acre tract is $125,000.
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I N T E R N E T  •  P H O N E  •  T V

Always
Innovating
because every community matters

( 5 8 0 )  5 2 9 - 5 0 0 0
H I L L I A R Y . C O M

1586 N 15TH ST, DUNCAN, OK 73533

OUR TEAM CAN MEET YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

580-252-7800

Brenda Knabe
580-251-0278

Karl Jacobs
580-467-4915

Shorty Brown
580-467-1468

Bryan Fisher
580-251-1195

Each RE/MAX office is independenlty owned and operated

580-252-7800

Melody Herrington
580-656-3023

Clint Phillips
580-333-0027

Venessa Bishop
580-775-7468

Save room for 
Thanksgiving 
feasts with a 
light, savory bite

(Family Features) If you’re tired of the same, heavy 
Thanksgiving dishes that leave you feeling stuffed 
like a turkey, look no further than the appetizer ta-
ble. It may be easy to overindulge on savory bites, 
but you can avoid ruining your appetite with sweet, 
light bites ahead of the main course.

These Sweetpotato Goat Cheese Bites are perfect 
for snacking while carving the bird, swapping out 
sugary treats for nutritious yet delicious hors d’oeu-
vres. If you thought sweetpotatoes are only used in 
casseroles for Thanksgiving, think again – this nu-
trition powerhouse can be a staple on holiday menus 
for years to come in this better-for-you app.

Don’t let their sweet nature fool you – behind 
their colorful interior, sweetpotatoes are chock 
full of nutrients from which you can benefit, even 
during the holiday season.

They’re a wholesome option for the entire fami-
ly as they’re full of vitamin A and a good source of 
fiber and potassium. Plus, they contain complex 
carbohydrates that are released at a steady pace for a 
constant source of energy, meaning you won’t have 
to worry about sugar highs or lows while enjoying 
the festivities.

To find an entire menu’s worth of nutritious ap-
petizers, sides and more, visit ncsweetpotatoes.com.

Sweetpotato Goat Cheese Bites
Recipe courtesy of Katie Crenshaw on behalf of the North Carolina Sweetpotato Commission

Prep time: 10 minutes | Cook time: 20 minutes | Servings: 24

Ingredients:
2 medium sweetpotatoes
2 tablespoons coconut or olive oil spray 
1 teaspoon seasoned salt
5 ounces goat cheese
2 tablespoons honey, divided
1/4 cup chopped candied or toasted pecans 
1/3 cup dried cranberries
1 tablespoon fresh basil, sliced thinly, for garnish

Instructions:
Preheat oven to 450 F.
Slice sweetpotatoes 1/4-inch thick. 

Line large baking sheet with parchment paper. 
Layer sweetpotatoes on top of parchment paper.

Spray sweetpotatoes with coconut spray and 
sprinkle with seasoned salt. Flip sweetpotato slices 
and repeat.

Bake 10 minutes. Flip slices and bake 10 minutes. 
Transfer sweetpotatoes to serving plate.

Mix goat cheese and 1 tablespoon honey until 
whipped and creamy. Spread goat cheese over sweet-
potato slices.

Sprinkle with pecans and cranberries. Drizzle re-
maining honey over sweetpotatoes.

Garnish with basil and serve.
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Call Today
580-248-7924

www.PippinBrothers.com

Minerals in your water form scale deposits that build up inside your 
pipes, water heater, shower heads, and other water using equipment like 
cholesterol in your arteries.  These deposits significantly decrease the 
efficiency of your plumbing systems.  Drinking water and icemakers are 
also negatively affected, as are health quality of water and taste.  Hard 
water is not safe for you, your family or your home.

Is Your Water Safe?

 Maintain healthy calcium & magnesium levels
 No sodium added to water
 No waste water  vs. up to 10,000 gallons per

year with salt softeners
 No environmental discharge of salt or chemicals
 Reduces iron staining

Benefits of a No-Salt Water Conditioning System:

Give Your Back a Break…Stop Adding Salt to Your Softener

 Extends appliance life by 50% or more
 Descales inside of pipes & water heater
 Cleaner bodies, clothes, and dishes
 25% or more reduced detergent use
 Clothing will last longer
 Cleaner more refreshing water

 Improves water heater efficiency and thus lowers energy bills

HIGH’S AUCTION
& REAL ESTATE SERVICE

Appraisal Services, Inc.

Rick High 580-875-6500
210 N. BROADWAY, WALTERS OK 73572

rrhigh@sbcglobal.net
www.highsauction.com

LISTING 1:
187677 N. 2590 Rd. 
Walters, OK 73572

SE S17 T3S R11W, Cotton County
From Walters: 5 south to 5A, then 3 

West to 2590 Rd, Then North to 
property. 160 Acres native grass, 

hill top view. + 2641 sf home with 4 
beds and 3 baths.

List price: $590,000
LISTING 2:

SE S28 T1S R11W, Cotton County
160 acres, 123 cultivation bal. In 

grass Paved road access, electricity, 
water close by. From Walters West 
2 miles to 2600 road Then North 5 

miles to property. 
List price: $400,000 Immediate 

possession

LISTING 3:
317 E. Nebraska, 
Walters, Ok 73572

Lots 17, 18 Block 84, 
Walters Addition

Very clean and neat property, 
updated. HVAC 2 bedroom 1 bath 

home, Close proximity to youth park.

LISTING 4:
112-114 Ross, 

Walters, OK 73572
Duplex for sale. 4 bed, 2 bath, 2 car 
garage. Across from the youth park.

List price: $85,000

Simple changes make a big difference 
and add up to savings.

Learn more at ww.cottonelectric.com or  
www.touchstoneenergy.com.

PUBLIC AUCTION

Parcel 1 - Real Property: Consists of 6 Lots 
with a 2 Story Block Home with Exterior Steel 
Siding (Completely Remodeled). The Ground 
Floor Includes a Very Nice Living Area/Kitchen 
Combination (No Bath) - 2nd Floor (Upstairs) - 
Includes One Bedroom with an Utility Room and 
a 3/4 Bath. Interior of the Home is Very Nice. The 
Home has a New Breaker Box, New Laminate 
Flooring and Fresh Paint. The Tenant Currently 
has a 12 Month Lease, which shall be Honored 
with the Transfer of the Real Property. 
Parcel 2 - Real Property: Includes 6 Lots 
with an Irregular Shape with Approximately One 
Half Owned by The State of Oklahoma for State 
Highway 70, Right of Way. Improvements Include 
A Nice Wooden Structure with a Covered Front 
Porch (Freshly Painted) currently being used as 
an Office. The Real Property is scheduled for 
Public Auction on November 29, 2025, At 10:00 
AM. Note: Parcel One and Parcel Two will be 
Offered Separately and Then As A Whole. 
Directions: In Waurika, Oklahoma: From State 
Highway 70, Go North on 1st  Street to the Real 
Property and Public Auction Site.

Saturday, November 29, 2025 
10:00 A.M.

512 South 1st Street 
620 East Park Avenue
Waurika, Oklahoma

Gary Criswell Auction Service & Real Estate, Inc.
580-255-8162 · 806 West Main · Duncan, OK · 580-467-2248
(Auctioneer/Broker) email: garymcriswell@gmail.com(Cell Phone)

Gary Criswell Auction Service & Real 
Estate, Inc.  has been commissioned by  Mr. 
Gerald Collier to offer at Public Auction his Real 
Property situated at 512 South 1st Street (MLS 
39686 - $65,000) and 620 East Park Avenue 
(MLS 39687 - $75,000) in Waurika, Oklahoma.

512 South 1st Street

620 East Park Avenue
Parcel 1 - Real Property:  Consists of the East 
6.0 Acre Parcel of a 12 Acre Parcel with a Sheet 
Metal Building/Barn - Like New (30’ X 50’). The 
Barn has a 12’ Center Entrance/Opening and a 
10’ Opening on the West and East Ends. The Real 
Property has an Access off of East Park Avenue 
(Great Building Site with Street Frontage). Public 
Utilities are also Available on said Real Property.  
Parcel 2 - Real Property: Consists of the 
West 6.0 Acres of the 12 Acre Parcel with a Small 
Pond and a Large Pecan Tree. This 6.0 Acre Parcel 
has 5’ Field Fence Perimeter Fencing and Access 
on the Northwest Corner off of a Residential Area 
with a Metal Gate (14’). Note: Parcel One and 
Parcel Two will be offered Separately and Then 
As A Whole. 
Directions: In Waurika, OK: Go East on Florida 
Street to 8th Street and then follow 8th Street 
to Park Avenue. The Auction to be held on 1st 
Street.
Terms of Public Auction: 10% Earnest 
Money on Real Property on the Day of Sale. 
The Balance is due at Closing upon delivery 
of Title and Deed. (No Buyers Premium)  
Preview of Auction: Will be held Friday 
afternoon, November 28, 2025 from 1:00 pm 
to 5:00 pm. Announcements made day of Sale 
supersede all other Advertisements. To view and/
or Purchase the Real Property prior to Auction 
date; Please Contact the Auction Company.
Auctioneer’s Note: The Real Property will be 
offered “As-Is-Where-Is”. The Seller Reserves 
the right to Accept or Reject the Final Bid. 
Stephens County Abstract Company will serve 
as the Closing Agent on the Real Property. Note: 
The Real Property will be offered from the 512 
South 1st Street location. 

A comforting casserole

Cook up a cranberry treat

(Culinary.net) Almost nothing says comfort food quite like a freshly baked casserole. Next time your 
family asks for a warm, comforting meal, try this Rotisserie Chicken-Biscuit Casserole with just a handful 
of ingredients and less than 15 minutes of cook time. 

Find more comfort food recipes at Culinary.net.

(Family Features) Apple and pumpkin are a couple of fruity favorites, but cranberry is another common 
ingredient that can be used to make a big statement. Mixed with walnuts, white chocolate chips and cake 
mix, these Cranberry Bars will leave family and friends begging for more. Because they’re so easy to make, 
you can easily fulfill the requests. 

Visit Culinary.net for more dessert ideas.

Rotisserie Chicken-
Biscuit Casserole

Cranberry Bars
Recipe courtesy of “Cookin’ Savvy”

Ingredients:
1 whole rotisserie chicken
8 refrigerated biscuits
1 can (10 3/4 ounces) cream of mushroom soup
1/2 cup milk
1/4 cup sour cream
2 cups frozen vegetables
1/2 teaspoon dried basil
1/8 teaspoon pepper

Instructions:
Heat oven to 450 F.
Remove meat from rotisserie chicken and shred; 

set aside. Discard bones.
Cut biscuits into quarters; set aside.

In saucepan, stir soup, milk, sour cream, chicken, 
vegetables, basil and pepper. Cook until boiling.

Spoon chicken mixture into baking dish. Arrange 
quartered biscuits over filling.

Bake 10-12 minutes, or until biscuits are golden 
brown.

Ingredients:
1 box white or yellow cake mix
2 eggs
1 stick melted butter
1 1/2 cups dried cranberries
1 1/2 cups chopped walnuts
2 cups chopped white chocolate chips, divided

Instructions:
Heat oven to 350 F.
Mix cake mix, eggs, butter, cranberries, walnuts 

and 1 cup white chocolate chips. Spread into 7-by-
11-inch baking dish and bake 35-40 minutes until 
toothpick inserted in center comes out clean.

Let cool then melt remaining white chocolate 
chips and drizzle over bars.

505 N. 5th - Rush Springs, OK
(580) 476-2655

Contact Julie 
Tuesday & Thursday : 8am - 12pm

TDD 711

RUSH CREEK VILLAGE
Apartments

1, 2  and 3 Bedroom Apartments 
Available For Rent.

CHA, carpet & mini blinds, stove & 
refridgerator, washer/dryer hookups, 
laundry facility & playground on site.

Rental assistance available for 
qualified applicants.

HUD Section 8 Accepted
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ACROSS
1. Expression of sur-

prise
4. Keyboard key
7. One who works on 

lights
12. Notable children’s 

story
 15. Fall back into a bad 

pattern
 16. Eye parts
 18. Atomic #18
 19. Of she
 20. Farm state
 21. One point south of 

southeast
24. British media entity
27. Asian garment
30. Drench
31. Expressions of plea-

sure
33. Turf
34. UK trade union 

(abbr.)
35. Bleated
37. Fifth note of a ma-

jor scale
39. Paddle 
41. Monetary unit of 

Italy
42. American classical 

pianist
44. Shuts down for the 

day
47. Seize
48. Soluble ribonucleic 

acid
49. Greeting
50. Some cars still need 

it
52. Atomic #22
53. Let go
56. Marched in public
61. U.S. residents, Mex-

icans and Canadians
63. Hostilities
64. Speak aloud
65. River in NE Scot-

land
DOWN
1. Razorbill genus
2. Longtime Balti-

more tight end
 3. Performs on stage
4. Supports a senti-

ment
5. Rugged mountain 

ranges
6. Broadway song-

writer Sammy
7. Snakelike fish
8. Men’s fashion acces-

sory
9. Hospital worker
10. Something to 

scratch
11. No (Scottish)
12. Volcanic ash
13. Of this
14. American jazz 

drummer Watts
17. Drop down
22. English dialect
23. Predatory seabirds
24. Imams’ deputies
25. Fertility god
26. Fence material
28. Parks and DeLau-

ro are two
29. Distinctive smell 

(Brit.)
32. Protein-rich liq-

uids
36. Touch lightly
38. Season for Catho-

lics
40. Boat race

43. Police actions
44. Chinese river
45. Waterfall (Scot-

tish)
46. Walk ostentatious-

ly
51. Type of carpet
54. Mauna __, Hawai-

ian volcano
55. Sea eagles
56. An enclosure for 

confining livestock
57. Dry
58. An increase in 

price or value
59. The highest point 

of something
60. Government law-

yers
62. Larry and Curly’s 

pal

1 Across: An _____ should always be in the kitchen when something is cooking.

2 Across: Keep any items that can burn away from the stove, _____ and other cooking appliances. 

3 Down: Candles and _____ should only be used by adults.

4 Down: Make sure all _____ are blown out before leaving a room.

5 Down: Smoke _____ should be tested every month to ensure they are working properly.

Answer Key: 1 Across: adult;  2 Across: toaster;  3 Down: matches;  4 Down: candles;  5 Down: alarms

3 Down

4 Down

5 Down

1 Across

2 Across

FALL SAFETY  
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Fall is in full swing, and that means the leaves are changing, the weather is 
crisp and the holiday season is just around the corner! But the fall season 
also brings a higher risk of home fires and electrical safety hazards. Read 
the safety tips below and use the clues to complete the crossword puzzle. 

Check your work in the answer key. 

Do You Have To Wrestle 
With Your Insurance 
Company?

  Insurance, it’s probably the only thing you keep paying for 
that you hope you never have to use. But when an unfortunate 
situation does occur, you shouldn’t have to fight with your 
insurance provider to get the claim award you deserve.
  At Bartling, we’re always on your side and we’ll do everything 
we can to expedite any claim you make in a timely manner. 
We’re also proud to say that we offer the finest coverage 
for your health, your home, automobile and commercial 
property.
  Put the strength of a solid performer behind you. Call us 
now for a free, no obligation, price quote assessment of your 
current insurance needs.

Comanche
580-439-8809

Waurika
580-228-2085

INSURANCE

Do You Have To Wrestle 
With Your Insurance 
Company?

  Insurance, it’s probably the only thing you keep paying for 
that you hope you never have to use. But when an unfortunate 
situation does occur, you shouldn’t have to fight with your 
insurance provider to get the claim award you deserve.
  At Bartling, we’re always on your side and we’ll do everything 
we can to expedite any claim you make in a timely manner. 
We’re also proud to say that we offer the finest coverage 
for your health, your home, automobile and commercial 
property.
  Put the strength of a solid performer behind you. Call us 
now for a free, no obligation, price quote assessment of your 
current insurance needs.

Comanche
580-439-8809

Waurika
580-228-2085

INSURANCE

REAL PROPERTY
10 Acres Frontage on West Elk, Adjacent East of 
3213 West Elk (Near Bypass, North Side of Elk) 

330’ Frontage on Elk Avenue, Duncan, OK
$180,000 - MLS - 39688 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
921 West Walnut, Duncan, OK

Former Conway Filling Station with 3 Overhead 
Garage Doors, 10,000 Pound Post Lift, Certified 

Fuel Tanks, Nice Office Area (Zoned C- 4)
$225,000 - MLS - 39689

301-305 South Highway 81, Duncan, OK
252’ Frontage on Highway 81, Commercial Hot 

Houses, a Fiberglass Building, Seperate Concrete 
Block Building (Zoned C-4)

REDUCED! Now $175,000 - MLS 39521
102 North Highway 81, Duncan, OK

Former LaFortuna Restaurant, with Commercial 
Kitchen, Dining Area and Restrooms (2) 

Offered “As Is-Where Is” (Zoned C-4)
$175,000 - MLS - 39495

679 South Industrial Ave., Duncan, OK
(Industrial Park)

OWNER SAYS SELL!
A Number of Enclosed Sheet Metal Buildings on 

.876 Acres (Zoned C-4)  MLS - 39042
NOW $99,500

PUBLIC AUCTION

Parcel 1 - Real Property: Consists of 6 Lots 
with a 2 Story Block Home with Exterior Steel 
Siding (Completely Remodeled). The Ground 
Floor Includes a Very Nice Living Area/Kitchen 
Combination (No Bath) - 2nd Floor (Upstairs) - 
Includes One Bedroom with an Utility Room and 
a 3/4 Bath. Interior of the Home is Very Nice. The 
Home has a New Breaker Box, New Laminate 
Flooring and Fresh Paint. The Tenant Currently 
has a 12 Month Lease, which shall be Honored 
with the Transfer of the Real Property. 
Parcel 2 - Real Property: Includes 6 Lots 
with an Irregular Shape with Approximately One 
Half Owned by The State of Oklahoma for State 
Highway 70, Right of Way. Improvements Include 
A Nice Wooden Structure with a Covered Front 
Porch (Freshly Painted) currently being used as 
an Office. The Real Property is scheduled for 
Public Auction on November 29, 2025, At 10:00 
AM. Note: Parcel One and Parcel Two will be 
Offered Separately and Then As A Whole. 
Directions: In Waurika, Oklahoma: From State 
Highway 70, Go North on 1st  Street to the Real 
Property and Public Auction Site.

Saturday, November 29, 2025 
10:00 A.M.

512 South 1st Street 
620 East Park Avenue
Waurika, Oklahoma

Gary Criswell Auction Service & Real Estate, Inc.
580-255-8162 · 806 West Main · Duncan, OK · 580-467-2248
(Auctioneer/Broker) email: garymcriswell@gmail.com(Cell Phone)

Gary Criswell Auction Service & Real 
Estate, Inc.  has been commissioned by  Mr. 
Gerald Collier to offer at Public Auction his Real 
Property situated at 512 South 1st Street (MLS 
39686 - $65,000) and 620 East Park Avenue 
(MLS 39687 - $75,000) in Waurika, Oklahoma.

512 South 1st Street

620 East Park Avenue
Parcel 1 - Real Property:  Consists of the East 
6.0 Acre Parcel of a 12 Acre Parcel with a Sheet 
Metal Building/Barn - Like New (30’ X 50’). The 
Barn has a 12’ Center Entrance/Opening and a 
10’ Opening on the West and East Ends. The Real 
Property has an Access off of East Park Avenue 
(Great Building Site with Street Frontage). Public 
Utilities are also Available on said Real Property.  
Parcel 2 - Real Property: Consists of the 
West 6.0 Acres of the 12 Acre Parcel with a Small 
Pond and a Large Pecan Tree. This 6.0 Acre Parcel 
has 5’ Field Fence Perimeter Fencing and Access 
on the Northwest Corner off of a Residential Area 
with a Metal Gate (14’). Note: Parcel One and 
Parcel Two will be offered Separately and Then 
As A Whole. 
Directions: In Waurika, OK: Go East on Florida 
Street to 8th Street and then follow 8th Street 
to Park Avenue. The Auction to be held on 1st 
Street.
Terms of Public Auction: 10% Earnest 
Money on Real Property on the Day of Sale. 
The Balance is due at Closing upon delivery 
of Title and Deed. (No Buyers Premium)  
Preview of Auction: Will be held Friday 
afternoon, November 28, 2025 from 1:00 pm 
to 5:00 pm. Announcements made day of Sale 
supersede all other Advertisements. To view and/
or Purchase the Real Property prior to Auction 
date; Please Contact the Auction Company.
Auctioneer’s Note: The Real Property will be 
offered “As-Is-Where-Is”. The Seller Reserves 
the right to Accept or Reject the Final Bid. 
Stephens County Abstract Company will serve 
as the Closing Agent on the Real Property. Note: 
The Real Property will be offered from the 512 
South 1st Street location. 

Starlite Welding Supplies

526 Industrial Ave.--By Duncan Cemetery
Mon.-Fri., 8 am -5 pm; Sat., 8 am -11 am

Home-owned by Kenneth/Jeff Golay
Since 1991 580-252-8320

1 Yr. Cylinder Lease $45.95
SPECIALS on Welders/Generators    

Torch & Regulator Repair
Welder-Torch Kit Specials

Your
Quality Electric Utility

www.cottonelectric.com

We Service All Major Brands of 
Electric & Portable Welders
Warranty – Service – Parts

109 Bois D’Arc, Duncan 580-255-0207
www.WelderRepair.net welderrepairs@att.net

Welding Equipment

401 E. James, Sterling, OK
(580) 215-4762 

2 or 3 Bedroom Apartments
Central Heat & Air,

Stove & Refrigerator, 
Carpet & Mini Blinds, On-Site Laundry. 

Rental Assistance available for 
qualified applications

HUD Section 8 Accepted.
This institution is an equal

opportunity provider & employer.

Apartments
TDD 711

Sterling
Village

401 School Rd. - Temple, OK
(855) 212-5809
Newly Remodeled, 

1, 2 or 3 Bedroom Apartments
Extra Storage, Central H&A,

Stove & Refrigerator, Carpet & Mini 
Blinds, Washer/Dryer Hookups & 

On-Site Laundry. Rental Assistance 
HUD Section 8 Accepted.
This institution is an equal

opportunity provider & employer.

Apartment Homes
TDD 711

Park Plaza
Village



	 Page 20   	 Current           News	 November 14, 2025

Parting Shot

The Velma Volunteer Fire Department received a $1,000 donation from Cot-
ton Electric from this year’s prize drawing at the 2025 Annual Meeting and 
Member Appreciation Day. Pictured left to right: Cotton Electric Director of 
Marketing and Communications Zach Young and Velma Volunteer Fire De-
partment Chief Duke Darling. Photo by Carli Eubank.

Serving the Southwest Area

-Farm Pond and Lake Construction-

Building Farm Ponds & Private Lakes 
In the Cotton Electric Service Area
“Wealth is not measured in dollars.”“Wealth is not measured in dollars.”

Call Bruce At- 580-641-1952Call Bruce At- 580-641-1952

• Fence Rows • Building Pads • 
• Land Clearing • Dredging • Pond Repair •

Bulldozers, Trackhoe Scrapers & Loaders

Our own fleet of bulk delivery drivers
Custom mix availability
3 ton minimum delivery
Mix feeds, cubes, pellets and straight commodities

1801 W Nabor, Marlow OK 73055
580-658-2525

2 Ton Feed Buggies available soon. 
Call for pricing

EZ Graze Mineral and 
Ground Mineral Feeders 

5% Off Month of November!

CHISHOLM  TRA I L  ARTS  COUNCIL
PRESENTS

Saturday November 22
SIMMONS CENTER THEATER

580-252-4160 for Tickets
or www.chisholmtrailarts.com

COMMUNITY SPIRiT GRANT

MCCASLAND
F O U N D A T I O N

C
CHISHOLM
TRAIL ARTS
C O U N C I L

sponsored by

Dream team
PROSTHETICS

7:30 pm

Come check 
out our 

HUGE 
SALE!

N. Hwy 81 & Camelback Rd, Duncan OK
580-255-0275 or 580-252-1331

Great Prices on quality wall-
to-wall carpet, laminate, vinyl 
flooring and so much more!

If we don’t have it in the store,
we will order it for you!

Linda & Sarah’s Carpet

Serving YOU for more 
than 63 years!


