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February 2026 Temperature ExtremesPower Cost
Adjustment Calculated Did You Know? Contact Us

Do you have a story 
idea for The Current, or 
do you need to place an 
ad? If so, let us know.

We can be reached 
at 580-875-3351 or by 
email at TheCurrent@
cottonelectric.com.

You can also drop us 
a line at Cotton Elec-
tric Current, 226 N. 
Broadway, Walters, OK 
73572.

The power cost ad-
justment now being 
applied to bills mailed 
after March 1, 2026, 
is $0.01237  per kilo-
watt-hour (kWh).

	
On a member’s aver-

age bill of 1,300 kWh, 
this will amount to a 
charge of $16.08 on the 
March bill.

Day	 High	 Low	 Avg.
 1	 52	 17	 35
 2	 69	 24	 47
 3	 64	 33	 49
 4	 56	 30	 43
 5	 72	 26	 49
 6	 78	 36	 57
 7	 71	 35	 53
 8	 81	 41	 61
 9	 79	 36	 58
10	 60	 42	 51
11	 64	 36	 50
12	 77	 31	 54
13	 76	 44	 60
14	 67	 56	 62
15	 69	 42	 56
Source: srh.noaa.gov/oun/

Day	 High	 Low	 Avg.
16	 76	 38	 57
17	 80	 53	 67
18	 75	 44	 60
19	 68	 41	 55
20	 57	 29	 43
21	 54	 29	 42
22	 53	 26	 40
23	 57	 26	 42
24	 78	 27	 53
25	 76	 37	 57
26	 79	 44	 62
27	 80	 37	 59
28	 84	 47	 66

Have you download-
ed the SmartHub app? 
With SmartHub, co-op 
members can check en-
ergy use, pay power bills 
and more! Download 
SmartHub in Google 
Play or the Apple Store.

The next issue of The 
Current should arrive 
in mailboxes  April 10, 
2026.Average Daily High: 70    Average Daily Low: 36

Mission Statement
Our mission is to 

safely deliver reliable 
and affordable pow-
er, provide excellent 
member service, and 
improve the quality of 
life in the communi-
ties we serve. 

High school students are set for Washington, D.C., this summer

Q: What subjects or areas of study are you most interested in?
A: English has always been my favorite, but music is a close second. I plan on 

going into architecture and interior design in the future.
Q: Are you involved in any school extracurricular activities?
A: I am the library club president, academic team co-captain, National Honor 

Society member, clarinet and oboe band member and art class level three stu-
dent.

Q: Why did you choose to apply for Youth Tour?
A: I thought the opportunity to see Washington, D.C., sounded so cool, and 

I’ve always thought essay writing was my strong suit.
Q: How do you think Youth Tour will impact your future goals or career 

path?
A: I think Youth Tour will give me a greater love for travel, learning and meet-

ing people than what I already have.
Q: Have you been to Washington, D.C., before?
A: No, which is why I am so excited!
Q: What are you looking forward to the most on Youth Tour? 
A: I am most excited to meet new people and visit all the monuments and 

memorials.
Q: What’s one thing or experience you want to bring back from Youth 

Tour to share with your friends or family?
A: Most people I know have never been to Washington, D.C., and I can’t wait 

to tell them all about it and everything I learned.
Q: What skills do you hope to develop and strengthen on Youth Tour? 
A: I hope to strengthen my people skills and gain some experience being inde-

pendent from my parents while traveling. 

Cotton Electric is pleased to announce Abigail Bannister of Marlow High 
School and Aubrey Knapp of Central High School as the winners of the 2026 
Youth Tour contest. After advancing through an essay competition and a video 
interview, Bannister and Knapp will represent the co-op in Washington, D.C., 
this summer.

The two juniors showed great efforts with speaking ability, knowledge of sub-
ject, poise and personality throughout the competition.

During Youth Tour, students will meet Oklahoma’s congressional delegation, 
learn about the cooperative business model and connect with other Youth Tour 
winners from across the country while touring historic sites, monuments and 
memorials in our nation’s capital.

Below, you can learn more about our 2026 Youth Tour winners. Congratula-
tions to Abigail Bannister and Aubrey Knapp.

Q: What subjects or areas of study are you most interested in?
A: I plan to be a residential architect, studying architecture for the next sev-

eral years. 
Q: Are you involved in any school extracurricular activities?
A: I am a section leader and drum major in my high school band.
Q: Why did you choose to apply for Youth Tour?
A: My teachers, parents and even my grandma told me about it, and I was cu-

rious. After I learned more about the contest, I decided it was something I really 
wanted to enter and began working meticulously. 

Q: How do you think Youth Tour will impact your future goals or career 
path?

A: I am going to be an architect and planned to visit Washington, D.C., at 
some point during my studies. With this experience, I will see it all sooner and 
even get an opportunity to visit another place during my future education.

Q: Have you been to Washington, D.C., before?
A: I have not.
Q: What are you looking forward to the most on Youth Tour? 
A: I am looking forward to getting a view of the culture in Washington, D.C., 

and I am so excited to see the architecture, monuments and other artistic expres-
sions throughout the area.

Q: What’s one thing or experience you want to bring back from Youth 
Tour to share with your friends or family?

A: I am really excited to tell them all about the trip and the people I will meet 
and show them all of the pictures I will get to take. 

Q: What skills do you hope to develop and strengthen on Youth Tour? 
A: I am excited to meet all the others who won these contests and get to go, 

and to improve my skills relative to meeting new people.
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January 2026 Operating Stats
	  	 2026		  2025
Total Amount Billed/Accrued	 $7,909,823 	 $8,195,758
Cost of Purchased Power	 5,928,945	 5,741,809
Taxes	 141,718	 140,118
Total Operating Expense per Mile	 1,464	 1,427
Average Farm and Residential Bill	 204	 216
Average Farm and Residential kWh	 1,770	 1,860
Total Meters Billed (Farm, Residential)	 19,960	 19,813
Miles Energized	 5,289	 5,282
Density per Mile	 3.77	 3.75
New Service Connects YTD	 35	 19
Services Retired	 11	 7
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Upcoming 
Deadlines for 

The Current

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

As spring arrives, take advantage of milder temperatures to save 
energy at home. Open windows on pleasant days to bring in 
fresh air instead of running your HVAC system. It’s also a great 
time to replace dirty air filters, which helps your system run more 
efficiently and improves indoor air quality. As daylight increases, 
turn off unnecessary lights and rely on natural sunlight when 
possible. Small seasonal adjustments like these can reduce energy 
use, lower monthly bills and help keep your home comfortable as 
winter transitions into spring.

Source: Energy.gov 

April
Ad Sales� March 27
Classified� March 27
Publish� April 10

May
Ad Sales� April 24
Classified� April 24
Publish� May 8

Several Cotton Electric line 
workers recently traveled 
to Mississippi to assist Tal-

lahatchie Valley Electric Power 
Association (TVEPA) following 
Winter Storm Fern. Two crews 
of five rotated over the course 
of two weeks, enduring chal-
lenging conditions and working 
long hours to restore power for 
a sister cooperative. At the peak 
of the storm, approximately 90% 
of TVEPA’s members were with-
out power. Much of their system 
had to be rebuilt and 1,600 poles 
were replaced.

When events like these happen, 
co-ops across the nation answer 
the call to provide mutual aid. 
Cooperation Among Coopera-
tives, one of the seven Coopera-
tive Principles, is an integral part 
of the cooperative difference. 

The damage to TVEPA’s sys-
tem by Winter Storm Fern was 
reminiscent of the historic 2010 
Ice Storm that devastated much 
of the Cotton Electric service 

area. At that time, Cotton Elec-
tric was a beneficiary of the pow-
er of mutual aid as 233 addition-
al line personnel from electric 
cooperatives and contractors as-
sisted with the storm restoration 
efforts. Even with additional 
help, it took 15 days to restore 
power. Crews replaced 2,900 
poles and the recovery effort cost 
$12 million.

Natural disasters like these 
highlight the importance of  
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) and fed-
eral disaster aid programs.  As 
not-for-profit, member-owned 
utilities, electric cooperatives are 
eligible for FEMA aid. Without 
it, the costs of disaster recovery 
efforts would be passed directly 
to the members we serve, often 
causing electric bills to rise. Cot-
ton Electric received $9 million 
in FEMA aid for the 2010 ice 
storm.

We’ve experienced several 
more FEMA events due to ice 

storms, severe storms, tornadoes 
and flooding, bringing Cotton 
Electric’s total FEMA reim-
bursement to $12.2 million since 
2000. As a state, Oklahoma’s 
electric cooperatives have re-
ceived $540.8 million in FEMA 
funding for disaster recovery and 
mitigation projects during that 
time frame. Cooperative eligi-
bility for FEMA disaster funds 
has been vital to help keep rates 
affordable and maintain system 
reliability for co-op members.

I was recently asked to speak 
on a panel at National Rural 
Electric Cooperatives of Ameri-
ca PowerXchange regarding the 
importance of FEMA to electric 
cooperatives and the discussion 
surrounding FEMA reform.   
America’s electric cooperatives 
support commonsense FEMA 
reforms. We are advocating for 
solutions that help ensure essen-
tial services are restored quickly 
while protecting taxpayer dollars 
after a disaster. 

If you would like to learn more 
about our advocacy efforts, I en-
courage you to become a mem-
ber of Voices for Cooperative 
Power (VCP). VCP is a grass-
roots network of over 1.1 million 
advocates who help shape energy 
policy that keeps the lights on. 
By getting involved in VCP, co-
op members like you carry your 
voices to Washington, D.C., and 
beyond to help educate policy-
makers on the important role 
their co-op plays in providing 
safe, reliable, affordable power. 

Much like mutual aid, we ac-
complish more together. 

To learn more or to join our 
efforts, visit www.voicesforco-
operativepower.com or www.
cottonelectric.com/your-co-op-
your-voice. 

From the CEO
Winter Storm Fern
Returning the favor, paying it forward

Jennifer Meason, CEO

Earlier this year, several Cotton Electric lineworkers traveled to Mississippi to assist Tallahatchie Valley Electric Power Association following historic Winter 
Storm Fern. Photos courtesy of Cotton Electric Lineman Aubrey Edmonson. 
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Energy Efficiency
Spring-cleaning for your energy use: What to toss, fix and upgrade

When people think of spring-clean-
ing, they picture closets, garages and 
dusty shelves. But one of the most im-
portant areas to clean up this time of 
year is something you can’t see: your 
home’s energy use. March is a perfect 
moment to find and eliminate waste 
before warmer weather and higher 
cooling costs arrive.

Just like clutter, energy waste builds 
up quietly over time. Old habits, worn-
out equipment and small maintenance 
issues all add up to higher utility bills 
and less comfortable living spaces.

Toss: Outdated wasteful habits
Start by clearing out the habits that 

no longer serve you. Leaving lights on 
in empty rooms, running appliances 
when they’re only half full or keeping 
electronics plugged in when they’re 
not in use all add to unnecessary en-
ergy use. Power strips make it easy to 
shut off multiple devices with one 

switch, preventing “phantom” energy 
draw.

Thermostat settings also deserve a 
fresh look. As outdoor temperatures 
rise, you may not need as much heat-
ing as you did in winter. Gradually ad-
justing your thermostat a few degrees 
can deliver noticeable savings without 
sacrificing comfort.

Fix: Small problems that cause 
big losses

Spring is a great time to walk through 
your home and look for places where 
energy is slipping away. Drafty win-
dows and doors are common culprits. 
Even small gaps allow conditioned 
air to escape, forcing your heating or 
cooling system to work harder. Sim-
ple weather stripping or caulking can 
make a big difference.

Dirty air filters are another easy fix. 
A clogged filter restricts airflow, which 
makes your system run longer and use 

more energy. Replacing or cleaning fil-
ters regularly helps improve efficiency 
and indoor comfort at the same time.

Upgrade: High-impact 		
improvements

While not every upgrade needs to be 
expensive, some small investments can 
produce lasting benefits. LED light-
ing, for example, uses far less energy 
and lasts much longer than older bulbs. 
If you haven’t switched yet, spring is a 
great time to start.

Programmable or smart thermostats 
also offer a simple way to avoid wast-
ing energy when no one is home. By 
matching heating and cooling to your 
daily schedule, you can cut down on 
unnecessary run time without having 
to think about it.

A fresh start for energy use
Spring-cleaning your energy habits 

doesn’t require major renovations. By 

tossing wasteful routines, fixing small 
leaks and inefficiencies, and upgrading 
a few key items, you can create a home 
that runs more smoothly and costs less 
to operate. The result is a lighter ener-
gy footprint, lower utility bills and a 
more comfortable home as you head 
into the warmer months ahead.

For more information, visit www.
cottonelectric.com/energy-efficiency.

Heath Morgan,  
Energy Efficiency  

Coordinator

GOOGLE PLAY

APPLE STORE

Download
Smarthub
today!

Monitor energy
consumption

Update account
information

Make and schedule
payments and

notifications

Monitor account
balance and review

payment history

Contact us

SPRING INTO  
ENERGY SAVINGS. 
• Schedule a tune-up for your heating/cooling system. 
• Set fan blades to run counterclockwise for cooling. 
• Adjust your thermostat a few degrees. 
• Take short showers to save on water heating. 
• Run major appliances during off-peak hours.



Need to make a payment 
by phone?

Call our automated 
system at 

1-855-940-3923
Have your Cotton Electric 

account number and credit card 
or banking account numbers 
ready before making the call.
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Cotton Electric 
Charitable Foundation 

 ENROLLMENT FOR
SUMMER AND FALL 2026

STARTS THIS MONTH

AT CAMERON UNIVERSIT Y,
YOUR EDUCATION IS OUR MISSION.

LET US HELP YOU START ON THE PATH 
TO A COLLEGE DEGREE. WE OFFER

THE MOST AFFORDABLE BACHELOR’S
AND GRADUATE DEGREES OF ANY

OKL AHOMA UNIVERSIT Y. KEEPING A OKL AHOMA UNIVERSIT Y. KEEPING A 
COLLEGE EDUCATION WITHIN YOUR 

REACH IS OUR PRIORIT Y.

YOUR SUCCESS
IS OUR SUCCESS!

2800 W. GORE BLVD. LAWTON, OK 
CALL 1-888-454-7600

 OR 580.581.2289  
WWW.CAMERON.EDU

Real Estate & Auction Co.
Todd Robertson, Owner / Broker / Auctioneer

1705 S. Hwy. 81 - Duncan, OK
580-252-3880

www.FarmsRanchesLand.com

“WE SELL LAND AND everything ON IT”
Meet Our Real Estate Professionals . . .

Let Land Pros
Work for You!
40 years Experience

Local, State, and National Marketing.
It is our goal to provide the very best counsel, advice and service 

possible for any of your Auction and Real Estate needs.

Cace Robertson
Realtor Associate

Tammy Vaughn
Broker Associate

Todd Robertson
Owner/Broker

Auctioneer

Jennifer Wolston
Realtor Associate

Jessica Parker
Realtor Associate

Farms / Ranches
Homes / Recreation

Commercial Equipment

Business Liquidations
Online & Live Auctions

Caitlin Paxson
Realtor Associate

Allison Bray
Realtor Associate

Tony DeCarlo
Realtor Associate

Tabitha Williams
Realtor Associate

Mikayla Franklin
Realtor Associate

Waurika Senior Citizens Center recently raised funds and received their con-
tingent CECF grant for their kitchen upgrade. Pictured left to right: Members 
and Board members of the Waurika Senior Citizens Center and Cotton Elec-
tric Communications Specialist Carli Eubank. Photo by Zach Young.

Hope      Healing
       RIGHT HERE AT HOME

&
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STORE
Mon.-Sat. 6 AM-8PM
Sunday 7 AM-8PM

7503 E. HWY 29
580-658-5211

DAILY  LUNCH  SPECIALS
Dine In - Carry Out - Call Ins Welcome

OPEN 7 DAYS
 A WEEK

RESTAURANT
Mon.-Sat. 6 AM-2PM
Sunday 7 AM-2PM

Call-ins and Take Out (7 Days a week) 2PM-6PM

Eck Drug & Gift
Toll Free: 1-800-259-2384
Fax:    580-228-3290

Bus: 580-228-2383

Dana “Biff” & Valerie Eck
Doctors of Pharmacy

101 S. Main
Waurika, OK 73573

For all your prescription needs!

Ready for a new opportunity? We’re hiring! 
We have several open positions. 

APPLY TODAY! 
For full job descriptions, deadlines  

and applications see  
www.greatplains.edu/jobs 

Great Plains is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

General Help Wanted Cotton Electric_Layout 1  3/1/2023  3:12 PM  Page 1

405-574-2955

FREE ESTIMATE

Services include but not
limited to:

Pad Construction
Rough / Final Grading
Tree / Brush Clearing
Dirt / Gravel Delivery

OKIE DIRT WORKS, LLC
HOME-FARM-BUSINESS

Daniel Ballard 405-574-2955

FREE ESTIMATE

Services include but not
limited to:

Pad Construction
Rough / Final Grading
Tree / Brush Clearing
Dirt / Gravel Delivery

OKIE DIRT WORKS, LLC
HOME-FARM-BUSINESS

Daniel Ballard

405-574-2955

FREE ESTIMATE

Services include but not
limited to:

Pad Construction
Rough / Final Grading
Tree / Brush Clearing
Dirt / Gravel Delivery

OKIE DIRT WORKS, LLC HOME-FARM-BUSINESS

Daniel Ballard

405-574-2955

FREE ESTIMATE

Services include but not
limited to:

Pad Construction
Rough / Final Grading
Tree / Brush Clearing
Dirt / Gravel Delivery

OKIE DIRT WORKS, LLC
HOME-FARM-BUSINESS

Daniel Ballard

405-574-2955

FREE ESTIMATE

Services include but not
limited to:

Pad Construction
Rough / Final Grading
Tree / Brush Clearing
Dirt / Gravel Delivery

OKIE DIRT WORKS, LLC
HOME-FARM-BUSINESS

Daniel Ballard

Services include but not limited to:
• Pad Construction
• Rough/Final Grading
• Tree/Brush Clearing
• Dirt/Gravel Delivery

Bowie’sBowie’sSecond Monday 
Second Monday has evolved into one 
has evolved into one of the largest flea 
of the largest flea markets on five acres!

markets on five acres!
SECOND MONDAY TRADE DAYS
takes place the weekend prior to the 

second Monday of every month.

April
10-12

NEXT TRADE
DATESBusiness Hwy 287 & 

Hwy 81 (Wise Street),
Bowie, TX 76230

940-872-4861

Information Hours Event HoursMonday - Friday  •  8am - 5pm Saturday & Sunday  •  8am - 5pm

www.cityofbowietx.com

2ndmondayTrade Days
FOLLOW US

secondmonday@cityofbowietx.com

Friends support beauty, wildlife, education in SW Oklahoma
By Carli Eubank

Its rolling landscape and variety of wildlife are a 
couple of the features that make the Wichita Moun-
tains Wildlife Refuge a unique experience. Working 
alongside the staff of the refuge, the Friends of the 
Wichitas were established to promote and support 
the hidden gem in southwest Oklahoma. 

Founded in 1985, the Friends of the Wichitas of-
fers many programs and outings for those wanting 
to explore the refuge, including various tours, guid-
ed hiking trails, The Nature Store and much more. 
In 2015, Friends of the Wichitas received a $5,000 
grant from the Cotton Electric Charitable Foun-
dation with a matching grant from the McMahon 
Foundation for the Nature Store Takeover Project. 

“At the time, we were approached by the refuge 
staff to see if we were interested in taking over the 
Nature Store,” said Jim Meyer, Friends of the Wich-
itas president emeritus. “We accepted with the 
thought that, besides a couple part-time wages for 
employees, 100% of the proceeds generated from 
the store would go back to the refuge.”

A central part of the mission for the Friends of 
the Wichitas is their year-round and seasonal guid-
ed tours. Visitors can choose from their historical, 
wildlife or elk bus tours or from their geology, wild-
flower or fall foliage bus tours with some moderate 
hiking sections. The Friends of the Wichitas also of-
fers a limited number of field trip grants for schools 
and other youth groups, awarding $250 to help cov-
er travel and other miscellaneous costs to help pro-
vide a hands-on learning experience at the refuge. 

One of the main areas that the Friends of the 
Wichitas helps manage is Doris Campgrounds. 
Meyer shared how they help welcome campers and 
visitors at the kiosk entrance and offer helpful in-
formation and answer questions visitors may have 

about the area. Another way they help generate in-
come is selling ice and firewood at the campgrounds. 

Preserving and maintaining the beauty of the ref-
uge is an important responsibility for volunteers 
with the Friends of the Wichitas. They mow around 
picnic spots and public building areas as requested 
by the refuge staff and clean up any graffiti found on 
landmarks and structures, as well as regularly pick 
up trash throughout the area and along the four en-
trances into the refuge. 

A major transformation project for the organiza-
tion was restoring the Ferguson house after a fire had 
burnt the structure down to its shell in 2010. 

“We raised $70,000, which included a matching 
$35,000 grant from the Terry K. Bell Foundation, 
to totally restore the outside of the Ferguson house,” 
Meyer said. “We found plans of how it was origi-

nally made so we could stay true to that when we 
reconstructed it and then we had a large boulder 
engraved with the history of the structure. We were 
really tickled to be able to do all that.”

With more than 350 members today, the Friends 
of the Wichitas work hard to maintain the natural 
state of the refuge and look forward to all the future 
projects. 

“We have such a great group of people who are so 
giving of their time and willing to show up and vol-
unteer on our workdays,” Meyer said. “We have seen 
a lot of neat things happen over the years, and we 
just absolutely love being able to be in this beautiful 
place.”

To schedule a tour, become a volunteer or learn 
more, visit www.friendsofthewichitas.org.

One of the major projects for the Friends of the Wichitas was restructuring the Ferguson House at the 
Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge. Photo courtesy of Jim Meyer, Friends of the Wichitas president 
emeritus.
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Quality used
equipment for sale

2013 SKYJACK SJIII4632 - PRICE $14,477 (USD)

Description: SCISSOR LIFT 30-35' ELECTRIC
46-48" WIDE

Make/Model: SKYJACK SJIII4632

Year: 2013

Serial #: 70014617

Meter: 235.000

Equipment #: 10139876

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

2017 BOBCAT T650 - PRICE $56,016 (USD)

Description: SKID STEER TRACK LOADER
2400-2799#

Make/Model: BOBCAT T650

Year: 2017

Serial #: ALJG21494

Meter: 2630.200

Equipment #: 10623680

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

  

UNITED RENTALS (Store D62)
2420 S.W. LEE BLVD
LAWTON, OK 73505
Mon-Fri: 7:00AM-5:00PM Sat: CLOSED Sun: CLOSED

  

Sales Contact:
Eric Donahue
940-257-7258
edonahue@ur.com

  

 

 
  Valid through 09/09/2022

UnitedRentals.com | 800.UR.RENTS
© 2021 United Rentals, Inc.

For terms and conditions, visit unitedrentals.com/en/customer-care/terms/ur1disclaimer

  

Quality used
equipment for sale

2013 SKYJACK SJIII4632 - PRICE $14,477 (USD)

Description: SCISSOR LIFT 30-35' ELECTRIC
46-48" WIDE

Make/Model: SKYJACK SJIII4632

Year: 2013

Serial #: 70014617

Meter: 235.000

Equipment #: 10139876

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

2017 BOBCAT T650 - PRICE $56,016 (USD)

Description: SKID STEER TRACK LOADER
2400-2799#

Make/Model: BOBCAT T650

Year: 2017

Serial #: ALJG21494

Meter: 2630.200

Equipment #: 10623680

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

  

UNITED RENTALS (Store D62)
2420 S.W. LEE BLVD
LAWTON, OK 73505
Mon-Fri: 7:00AM-5:00PM Sat: CLOSED Sun: CLOSED

  

Sales Contact:
Eric Donahue
940-257-7258
edonahue@ur.com

  

 

 
  Valid through 09/09/2022

UnitedRentals.com | 800.UR.RENTS
© 2021 United Rentals, Inc.

For terms and conditions, visit unitedrentals.com/en/customer-care/terms/ur1disclaimer

  

Quality used
equipment for sale

2017 CLUB CAR CARRYALL 1700 - PRICE $13,425 (USD)

Description: UTV 4WD DSL 4SEAT ROPS

Make/Model: CLUB CAR CARRYALL 1700

Year: 2017

Serial #: SD1730-819191

Meter: 985.000

Equipment #: 10669171

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

2018 WACKER G 100 - PRICE $46,569 (USD)

Description: GENERATOR 100-109 KVA TIER 4

Make/Model: WACKER G 100

Year: 2018

Serial #: 24431332

Meter: 9278.900

Equipment #: 58707BLA

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

  

UNITED RENTALS (Store D62)
2420 S.W. LEE BLVD
LAWTON, OK 73505
Mon-Fri: 7:00AM-5:00PM Sat: CLOSED Sun: CLOSED

  

Sales Contact:
David Byrd
580-280-0010
dbyrd@ur.com

  

 

 
  Valid through 09/09/2022

UnitedRentals.com | 800.UR.RENTS
© 2021 United Rentals, Inc.

For terms and conditions, visit unitedrentals.com/en/customer-care/terms/ur1disclaimer

  

Quality used
equipment for sale

2016 JLG 642 - PRICE $39,216 (USD)

Description: FORKLIFT VARIABLE REACH 6000#
40-49'

Make/Model: JLG 642

Year: 2016

Serial #: 0160074321

Meter: 4067.304

Equipment #: 10502541

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

  

UNITED RENTALS (Store D62)
2420 SW LEE BLVD
LAWTON, OK 73505-8309
Mon-Fri: 7:00AM-5:00PM Sat: CLOSED Sun: CLOSED

  

Sales Contact:
David Byrd
580-280-0010
dbyrd@ur.com

  

 

 
  Valid through 04/02/2026

UnitedRentals.com | 800.UR.RENTS
© 2021 United Rentals, Inc.

For terms and conditions, visit unitedrentals.com/en/customer-care/terms/ur1disclaimer

  

Quality used
equipment for sale

2017 ATLASCOPCO XAS185KD7 T4F - PRICE $10,225 (USD)

Description: COMPRESSOR 175-195 CFM

Make/Model: ATLASCOPCO XAS185KD7 T4F

Year: 2017

Serial #: HOP055120

Meter: 2544

Equipment #: 10641222

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

  

UNITED RENTALS (Store D62)
2420 SW LEE BLVD
LAWTON, OK 73505-8309
Mon-Fri: 7:00AM-5:00PM Sat: CLOSED Sun: CLOSED

  

Sales Contact:
David Byrd
580-280-0010
dbyrd@ur.com

  

 

 
  Valid through 04/02/2026

UnitedRentals.com | 800.UR.RENTS
© 2021 United Rentals, Inc.

For terms and conditions, visit unitedrentals.com/en/customer-care/terms/ur1disclaimer

  

Quality used
equipment for sale

2016 JLG 642 - PRICE $39,216 (USD)

Description: FORKLIFT VARIABLE REACH 6000#
40-49'

Make/Model: JLG 642

Year: 2016

Serial #: 0160074321

Meter: 4067.304

Equipment #: 10502541

Location: D62 - LAWTON, OK

  

UNITED RENTALS (Store D62)
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Mon-Fri: 7:00AM-5:00PM Sat: CLOSED Sun: CLOSED
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281810 EAST 1810 ROAD
COMANCHE, OK 73529

1-800-657-6062

HVAC Tune-Up rebate program begins April 1
Spring is approaching, and now is the perfect time 

to start prepping for summer. From April 1 through 
June 20, Cotton Electric is offering to help members 
offset the cost of getting air conditioning units ready 
for high summer temperatures. 

Through the HVAC Tune-Up Rebate program, 
the co-op will provide a rebate of 50% the cost of 
your spring tune-up service, excluding repairs and 
not to exceed $50. For heat pump systems, the co-
op will provide a rebate for 50% the cost of annual 
maintenance contracts, excluding repairs and not 
to exceed $75. The goal of this incentive program is 
to ensure the largest power-consuming appliance in 
members’ homes is ready to operate at peak perfor-
mance when needed ¬most. 

Heating and air conditioning systems are typi-
cally the largest purchase for homeowners, led only 
by home and vehicle purchases. Like with a vehicle, 
lack of maintenance can have a dramatic impact on 
the efficiency and life of HVAC systems. Most car 
owners would not even consider skipping the sched-
uled maintenance of their vehicle, the same type of 
thinking should be applied to air conditioning ser-
vice. 

There are two schools of thought when it comes 
to maintaining these systems: Reactive and preven-
tative. Reactive or “run-to-fail” practices are marked 
by forgoing regular maintenance and running equip-
ment until parts fail. Preventative practices involve 
periodic maintenance as required by manufacturers. 

There are numerous studies showing the effects 
that poor maintenance procedures have on HVAC 
systems. A majority of studies show a 5% loss of ef-
ficiency over the course of one year. This loss in ef-
ficiency can be attributed to a reduction of air flow 
through indoor and outdoor coils. As dirt attaches 
to coils, airflow is limited. Units not properly ser-
viced, even for just a few years, can have up to 40% 
loss of efficiency throughout its life. 

Lack of maintenance can affect more than just the 
efficiency of the unit. Restricted airflow can raise 

operating amperage of motors and compressors, 
resulting in a shortened operating life span. You 
wouldn’t drive your car with a flat tire, would you? 
Continuing to drive with a flat tire would result in 
further damage. The same is true for your air con-
ditioning system. Running components at higher 
amps than they are designed for will decrease the life 
of that component. 

It may be difficult to tell if your unit has a weak 
start capacitor or is low on refrigerant; this is why 
we recommend involving a professional contractor. 
Scheduled tune-ups allow professionals an oppor-
tunity to perform recommended cleanings and test 
specific components and refrigerant levels that keep 
your system operating efficiently. 

Applications will be available at www.cottonelec-
tric.com/rebate-program, through your contractor 
or at one of Cotton Electric’s office locations in 
Duncan or Walters. 

Beginning April 1, Cotton Electric is offering a re-
bate of up to $50 per home (50% of the cost of your 
spring tune-up, excluding repairs, up to $50) or up to 
$75 per home (50% of the cost of your annual main-
tenance contract, excluding repairs, up to $75) for 
members who get a tune-up for their HVAC system. In 
order to qualify, the following guidelines must be met: 

• Must be a Cotton Electric Cooperative member. 
Residence must be within Cotton Electric’s service ter-
ritory. 

• Rebate is not available for new construction. 
• A completed Rebate Application is required. Ap-

plication forms can be downloaded at CottonElectric.
com and are available at the Walters and Duncan of-
fices or by calling 580-875-3351. 

• Application must be signed and dated by both the 
member and a licensed and bonded HVAC contractor. 

• Member must submit a dated, itemized invoice as 
proof of service completion from a qualified contractor. 
A copy of the annual contract must be submitted show-

ing at least two scheduled maintenance checks, if ap-
plicable. Failure to provide required information will 
result in denial of rebate. 

• Rebates are awarded on a first-come, first-served 
basis until program funds have been depleted. 

• Rebate not valid on gas-fired furnaces. 
• Rebate limited to one tune-up per home annually. 
• HVAC tune-ups must be completed by June 20, 

2026. Rebate applications must be received by June 
30, 2026.

Lubricate all applicable parts

Check temperature calibration and
adjust, if needed

Check AC evaporator coil and clean,
if necessary

Clean AC condenser coil

Clean AC condensate drains

Check thermostat operation

Test AC and furnace starting capabilities

Test safety controls 

Clean and adjust blower components

Measure temperature difference

Measure volts/amps on AC and furnace

Check and correct unit’s
refrigerant pressure and tubing

Check thermostat settings, wiring and
other electric parts and connections

Inspect air filters

Tune-Up Checklist
Tune-ups must be performed by a

qualified service professional and must
include the following criteria:

Call Today
580-248-7924

www.PippinBrothers.com

Minerals in your water form scale deposits that build up inside your 
pipes, water heater, shower heads, and other water using equipment like 
cholesterol in your arteries.  These deposits significantly decrease the 
efficiency of your plumbing systems.  Drinking water and icemakers are 
also negatively affected, as are health quality of water and taste.  Hard 
water is not safe for you, your family or your home.

Is Your Water Safe?

 Maintain healthy calcium & magnesium levels
 No sodium added to water
 No waste water  vs. up to 10,000 gallons per

year with salt softeners
 No environmental discharge of salt or chemicals
 Reduces iron staining

Benefits of a No-Salt Water Conditioning System:

Give Your Back a Break…Stop Adding Salt to Your Softener

 Extends appliance life by 50% or more
 Descales inside of pipes & water heater
 Cleaner bodies, clothes, and dishes
 25% or more reduced detergent use
 Clothing will last longer
 Cleaner more refreshing water

 Improves water heater efficiency and thus lowers energy bills
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Lawton Farmers Market
Saturdays 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

77 SW 4th St.

A year-round market located 
in the heart of downtown 

Lawton, Oklahoma. 

For vendor inquiries please call: 
Cindy Nocton (580) 678-9472

LawtonFarmersMarket.com

Ochsner 
Dozer-Trackhoe 

Service

580-704-2226
For estimate on your job call Jeff

Pond, Terraces, Tree Clearing, 
Building Pads, NRCS Work, etc.

1586 N 15TH ST, DUNCAN, OK 73533

OUR TEAM CAN MEET YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

580-252-7800

Brenda Knabe
580-251-0278

Karl Jacobs
580-467-4915

Shorty Brown
580-467-1468

Bryan Fisher
580-251-1195

Each RE/MAX office is independenlty owned and operated

580-252-7800

Clint Phillips
580-333-0027

Venessa Bishop
580-775-7468

Preparing Tomorrow’s Workforce Today

3300 West Bois D’Arc Avenue
Duncan, OK 73533

(580) 255-2903
www.rrtc.educomancherxinc@gmail.com

Thompson’s Pharmacy
513 Hillery Road
Suite B
Comanche, OK 73529
thompsonrx.com

Ph.# 580-439-8869
Fax# 580-439-2357
Emergency 580-799-4434

Your Local HealthMart Pharmacy

As part of the co-op’s ongoing ef-
forts to provide safe and reliable 
power, members may see a contractor 
working in certain areas. Equity Tech-
nical Services will be conducting pole 
inspections in the Elgin, Medicine 
Park and Paradise substation areas.

A crew will be going pole to pole 
to check the condition of poles and 
equipment to help ensure everything 
remains safe and dependable for our 
members. 

If members have any questions, 
please contact us at 580-875-3351.

Energy Camp contest closes March 26
The countdown for the opportuni-

ty to grow in cooperation, teamwork, 
leadership development and safety 
education at the 2026 Energy Camp 
is winding down for all incoming 
and current eighth graders attending 
schools within Cotton Electric’s ser-
vice territory. Contest winners will be 
selected to attend an all-expense-paid 
trip to Canyon Camp in Red Rock 
Canyon, southeast of Hinton, May 
26-28.

The top four students will join stu-
dents from other Oklahoma elec-
tric cooperatives for a chance to be a 
lineworker for a day, hear from mo-
tivational speakers, learn the science 

behind electricity and participate in 
various team-building group activities, 
all while enjoying the great outdoors 
at Red Rock Canyon.

Contestants must submit an essay 
between 50 and 100 words explaining 
why the entrant would like to repre-
sent Cotton Electric at the 2026 Ener-
gy Camp. Writers of the top 10 essays 
move to the second round for a live 
video interview between students and 
judges where the top four students 
will be selected to attend this year’s 
Energy Camp.

For contest deadlines, guidelines 
and submission, visit www.cottonelec-
tric.com/energycamp.

Austyn Lawler gets a leg up on a power pole during Energy Camp 2025. Photo 
courtesy of OAEC.

Equity Technical Services contractors are conducting pole inspections on behalf 
of Cotton Electric. 

Contractors assisting with pole inspections

If you’re dealing with 
debt, you’re far from 

alone. More than 80% of 
U.S. households carry some 
form of debt (2025 Federal 
Reserve report), and since 
2019, total household debt 
for Americans has increased 
more than 31%, to $18.59 
trillion.  
    While debt can help you 
achieve important goals, 

such as buying a home or 
getting an education, it can 
also create strain on your 
life and finances. If you only 
make minimum payments, 
for example, you’ll hold 
debt longer and pay more in 
interest.  
    Having a clear debt reduc-
tion plan can help you take 
control, reduce anxiety and 
even save money. 
    Know your debt. The 
first step is understanding 
what you owe. Make a 
comprehensive list of all 
your debts, including credit 
cards, mortgages, auto loans, 
student loans and medical 
bills. For each one, note the 
total amount owed, the inter-
est rate and your minimum 

payment requirements. 
    Next, add it all up to see 
your total debt load. Then 
calculate your debt-to-income 
ratio by dividing your total 
monthly debt payments by 
your gross monthly income. 
A good rule of thumb is to 
keep this ratio below 35% if 
you have a mortgage or 20% 
if you don’t. 
    Manage what you owe. 
Now that you have the big 
picture, look for opportuni-
ties to reorganize your debt 
more effectively. Perhaps you 
can refinance existing loans 
at lower interest rates, con-
solidate multiple debts into 
a single payment or transfer 
high-interest credit card 
balances to cards that offer 

lower or 0% introductory 
rates for up to 12 months. 
    These strategies won’t 
reduce the total amount you 
owe, but they can make your 
debt more manageable and 
potentially save you money 
on interest. Just watch out 
for fees and make sure you 
understand new terms before 
making changes. 
    Set your payment target. 
Start by identifying your 
required minimum payments 
across all debts. Missing 
these can trigger fees and 
penalties and damage your 
credit score, so treat them as 
non-negotiable expenses in 
your budget. 
    Next, look at your bud-
get to identify any funds 

available after covering all 
essential expenses. Consider 
how much of this surplus 
to put toward paying down 
debt versus saving for 
other goals. Remember that 
building an emergency fund 
and saving for retirement are 
also important priorities that 
shouldn’t be sidelined.  
    If you have no surplus, 
you may need to cut back 
on things like eating out, 
clothes shopping, on-line 
subscriptions, entertainment 
or expensive vacations while 
you bring your debt in line. 
Consider an additional part-
time job for extra income to 
pay off your debt sooner. 
    Prioritize your debt. 
Finally, decide which debts 

to tackle first with any extra 
payments. One approach is to 
focus on paying off the debt 
with the highest interest rate 
first, which minimizes the 
total interest you’ll pay over 
time. Alternately, you can tar-
get the smallest balance first 
to help you build momentum 
and motivation. 
    Taking control of your debt 
doesn’t happen overnight, but 
with a clear strategy, you can 
make steady progress toward 
your financial goals.

Kelsey Avants
1110 N. 10th Street | Duncan, OK 73533 | 580-255-4408
kelsey.avants@edwardjones.com | www.edwardjones.com

Take charge of your debt, one step at a time

Edward Jones, Member SIPC
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Shorty Brown

Certified Cattle Appraiser

580-467-1468

OKC WEST

Marketing Options Available
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Serving the Southwest Area

-Farm Pond and Lake Construction-

Building Farm Ponds & Private Lakes 
In the Cotton Electric Service Area
“Wealth is not measured in dollars.”“Wealth is not measured in dollars.”

Call Bruce At- 580-641-1952Call Bruce At- 580-641-1952

• Fence Rows • Building Pads • 
• Land Clearing • Dredging • Pond Repair •

Bulldozers, Trackhoe Scrapers & Loaders

I N T E R N E T  •  P H O N E  •  T V

Always
Innovating
because every community matters

( 5 8 0 )  5 2 9 - 5 0 0 0
H I L L I A R Y . C O M

Hardzog’s
9201 State Highway 17 

Elgin, OK 73538 
580-492-4906

Easter
Find your perfect gift!

Happy

• flowers
• gifts
• jewelry
• and more
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Co-op Life
Local organizations receive CoBank matching grants
By Carli Eubank

Improving the quality of life in the communities we 
serve is a key focus for Cotton Electric Cooperative 
and our Charitable Foundation. Since it was found-
ed in 2004, Cotton Electric Charitable Foundation 
(CECF) has awarded grants totaling more than $1.5 
million to local nonprofits, youth organizations, 
schools, volunteer fire departments and more. Re-
cently, four previous CECF grant winners were given 
a matching grant donation from CoBank’s Sharing 
Success Program: Christians Concerned, Duncan 
Community Residence, Indiahoma Community 
Food Bank and Waurika Senior Citizens Center.

CoBank Sharing Success Program
CoBank, a member of the Farm Credit System, is 

a cooperative bank that provides financial services 
and solutions to industries of rural America. They 
also give back to the communities they serve through 
their Sharing Success Program. CoBank partners 
with their customer-owners, one of them being your 
cooperative to provide matching charitable dona-
tions that their customers award to local organiza-
tions.   

Once an organization is deemed eligible, CoBank 
customers work with the organization to complete 
the application for the program. 

Christians Concerned
 Located in Duncan, Christians Concerned serves 

the community as a food bank and local resource 
hub for Duncan and Velma residents, or neighbors, 
at or below the federal poverty line. They received a 
matching $2,000 grant from CoBank. 

When neighbors step in to the food bank, they’re 
greeted by a volunteer who shows them to a shopping 
cart and provides a list of eligible food and hygiene 
items on the rows of shelves. 

“When our volunteers shop with our neighbors, we 
want to create a feeling like they’re shopping with a 
friend,” said Kevin Lawrence, Christians Concerned 
executive director. “We’ve had people come up to 
us afterwards so happy to be treated with kindness, 
have the option to pick out their own food and do so 
much on their own. That’s the best feeling ever.” 

Lawrence shared that the organization would like 
to extend gratitude to their partners: the Regional 
Food Bank of Oklahoma, Walmart, Homeland, the 
Family Dollar Distribution Center and Life’s Hope.

They would also like to thank the McCasland 
Foundation, the United Way, Cotton Electric, and 
the churches and people of Duncan whose generosity 
helps fund their mission.

Eligible residents can make an appointment during 
the week with Christians Concerned every 60 days. 
The public can help support Christians Concerned 
by signing up to be a volunteer or through monetary 
and food donations. 

For more information, visit www.ccfpduncan.org 
or follow them on social media. 

Duncan Community Residence
Duncan Community Residence is a nonprofit fa-

cility providing safe and structured living arrange-
ments for adults with mental health needs. They re-
ceived a $4,750 matching CoBank grant. 

Directed by a Board of 12 community volunteers 
and with daily operations managed by staff, Duncan 
Community Residence is a United Way agency that 
provides opportunities for socializing, recreating and 
learning to live in the least restrictive situation pos-
sible. 

If interested in supporting Duncan Community 
Residence as a volunteer or employee or making a 
donation, visit their website at www.dcrduncan.com.

Indiahoma Community Food Bank
The Indiahoma Community Food Bank serves as 

a local resource for residents in the area by provid-
ing food assistance to those in need. They received a 
$1,000 matching CoBank grant.

Waurika Senior Citizens Center
The Waurika Senior Citizens Center’s mission is 

to recognize the challenges of aging by partnering 
with the community and government to provide 
programs and activities that improve the quality of 

life for those 60 and better. They received a matching 
$2,500 CoBank grant. 

Many residents of the Waurika community come 
to the Senior Citizens Center for their programs and 
friendly atmosphere, whether it’s getting a flu shot, 
attending the annual Thanksgiving fundraiser meal 
or playing a game of pokeno. However, their most 
popular gathering is their daily lunches, starting at 
11:45 a.m. Monday through Friday. 

“We serve anywhere from 20 to 50 people every 
day at lunch,” said Lori Wesberry, Waurika Senior 
Citizens Center director. “I love getting to come in 
here and see everyone laughing and having a good 
time.”

A lot of building improvements have changed the 
space over the years, but the laughter and community 
that fills the same space are constant. 

“It’s such a nice thing to be able to get out and 
about to see everybody and have some fun,” said Ju-
dith Henderson, Waurika Senior Citizen Center cor-
porate secretary and grant writer. “We feel like we’re 
definitely an asset to the community that provides 
services and a place to say hello to everybody.”

For more information, visit their Facebook page. 

Christians Concerned received a matching $2,000 
grant from CoBank. Pictured left to right: Cotton 
Electric Director of Marketing and Communi-
cations Zach Young, Cotton Electric COO Bryce 
Hooper, Christians Concerned Executive Director 
Kevin Lawrence and Cotton Electric CEO Jennifer 
Meason. Photo by Carli Eubank.

Duncan Community Residence received a matching 
$4,750  grant from CoBank. Pictured left to right: 
Cotton Electric Director of Marketing and Com-
munications Zach Young, Duncan Community 
Residence Grant Manager Andrea Moore, Duncan 
Community Residence Board President David 
Moore, Cotton Electric CEO Jennifer Meason and 
Cotton Electric COO Bryce Hooper. Photo by Carli 
Eubank.

Waurika Senior Citizens Center received a match-
ing $2,500 grant from CoBank. Pictured left to 
right: Members and Board members of the Waurika 
Senior Citizens Center and Cotton Electric Com-
munications Specialist Carli Eubank. Photo by 
Zach Young.

5755 N. Highway 81, Duncan, OK

www.dehartair.com
580-252-22051201 S. 4th St.

Chickasha, OK 73018
www.dehartac.com

deharts7@yahoo.com

Seth DeHart

ENGINEERING SERVICE & CONTRACTING

Cotton Electric Co-Op Rebates Available On: *16 Seer, 17 Seer, 18 Seer(+) Air 
Source Heat Pumps. *New Water Heaters And Mini-Splits. *New Geo-Thermal 

Systems & Replacement Systems. 

 Dehart Air Conditioning offers maintenance plans to keep systems healthy!
*Rebates Available in many OMPA Member cities  *Restrictions apply30% Federal Tax Credit for Geothermal Systems

30% Federal Tax Credit 
EXTENDED Through 2032!

Call us today for more information! 580-252-2205
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Cotton Electric member Devin Renschen snapped this beautiful sun-
set in Geronimo.

Enter your “best shot” in our Photo of the Month contest. The theme 
for April is Signs of Spring! Entries can be emailed to TheCurrent@
CottonElectric.com or mailed to The Current, 226 N. Broadway, Wal-
ters, OK 73572. Winners will receive a Cotton Electric prize.
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If you would like your community 
event listed in the April issue, please 
submit information by calling 580-
875-3351 or by sending an email to 
TheCurrent@CottonElectric.com by 
March 27. Only events occurring after 
April 10 will be published in the next 
issue.

Editor’s Note: We recommend check-
ing for cancellations with local sources 
before attending any event.

Marlow Fish Fry for Lent
Fish Fry Fridays at the Marlow 

Catholic Church will be held on each 
Friday of Lent from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Feb. 20, 27 and March 6, 13, 20 and 
27. Fish, fries, coleslaw and home-
made dessert cost $15. All proceeds 
go for community support such as 
Charis Pregnancy Center, Coats for 
Kids, Seminarian Support and Toys 
for Law Enforcement to give to chil-
dren in times of stress. Dine-in facil-
ities and carryout are available under 
the blue roof at 4th & Comanche St. 
in Marlow. Contact them during serv-
ing hours at 580-658-2365.

AMVETS Post 11 – OK hosts 
garage sale

Browse through clothes, furniture, 
décor, children’s items, toys and more 
at a local garage sale hosted by the 
AMVETS Post 11 - OK. Donations 
will be accepted beginning March 1. 
The garage sale is schedule for March 
27-29 at the AMVETS Post 11 build-
ing, 126th S. 10th St. in Duncan. For 
information, call 580-786-4865.

“Care for the Caregiver” series 
returns to Stephens County

Stephens County Oklahoma Home 
and Community Education (OHCE) 
has continued their state project for 
2026 on dementia with a specific fo-
cus on “Care for the Caregiver.” Gina 
Flesher, state project committee chair 
for Stephens County, continues to 
meet with the committee to develop 
information relevant to those who 
care for someone with dementia.

The coalition is made up of commu-
nity members from OSU Extension 
and Stephens County OHCE along 

with local community partners: DRH 
Health, DRH Health Foundation, 
Alzheimer’s Association and Path-
ways to a Healthier You. They have 
partnered to bring a public forum to 
educate the public. This is free to the 
public and there is no need to RSVP. 
The committee continues to actively 
work on forming a caregivers support 
group. 

The information for this evening 
will focus on “Care for the Caregiver, 
Part 2.”

It will be held Tuesday, April 7, at 
Red River Technology Center, 3300 
W. Bois D’Arc Ave. in Duncan at the 
Delbert E. Morrison Health Careers 
Center (Building 200) in the audito-
rium at 2 p.m. and repeated at 6 p.m.

“Care for the Caregiver” informa-
tion this evening includes:

• The Alzheimer’s Association: “Safe 
Proofing the Home” - information on 
home assessment

• OSU Able Tech: “Better Care for 
All” - information on special adaptive 
aids to use with dementia persons

• Sooner Success: “Rest and Re-
spite” - information on respite vouch-
ers for caregivers

• Continued roundtable discussion 
related to a caregivers support group 
formulation

• Question and answer session
Lap fidget blankets made by OHCE 

members will be available for attend-
ees to take as a free gift at the end of 
the forum. 

In addition, a “Virtual Dementia 
Simulation” will be held Thursday, 
May 7 at the DRH Learning Center 
located at 2465 Whisenant Drive, 
Suite 200. This free simulation will 
allow caregivers to better understand 
the challenges in the environment 
that someone with dementia is expe-
riencing. It will be held from 2 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. This will require registration 
as time slots are limited. Participants 
are asked to enter from the back of 
the facility on Scott St. Signage will 
assist participants to find the proper 
entrance. For more information and 
to register, please call Gina Flesher at 
580-467-0299.

for Tickets 580-252-4160 or www.chisholmtrailarts.com

ALIAS
BRASS

Chisholm Trail 
Arts Council

presents

COMMUNITY SPIRiT GRANT

MCCASLAND
F O U N D A T I O N

ALIAS
BRASS

C
CHISHOLM
TRAIL ARTS
C O U N C I L

March 28
Simmons Center Theater
7:30 pm

COMMUNITY SPIRiT GRANT

R

BBAANNKK

sponsored by

D~N~A  Ranch
Custom Bermuda 
Grass Sprigging

David Edgmon
580•574•0068

DENNIS
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OFFICE: 405-655-5390
SCOTT: 580-467-3753 • TYLER: 580-641-0137

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

Build the swimming pool you want, or 
remodel the pool you have!

Let us help save you some money!

580-351-4618580-351-4618580-351-4618

Swimming PoolsSwimming PoolsSwimming Pools
CastilloCastilloCastillo

DUKE, OKLAHOMA LAWTON, OKLAHOMA

DUKE, OKLAHOMA LAWTON, OKLAHOMA

WWW.DARBYSFURNITURE.COM

COMMISSION FREE SALES STAFF

FREE DELIVERY
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When most people pull a radish out 
of the garden, they grab the crunchy 
red root and throw the leafy green 
top into the compost bin. You may be 
tossing the best part. Turns out radish 
greens are not only edible, but they can 
also be delicious and are packed with 
nutrients. 

Radish greens are the emerald-col-
ored leaves that grow above the ground. 

The radish root that we normally eat is 
spicy and crunchy. The leaves are mild 
and earthy. When the leaves are young, 
they are tender and great for salads. 
As they get older, they develop a fuzzy 
texture - almost like peach fuzz - that 
disappears completely as soon as you 
cook them.

For the freshest radish greens, the 
best way is to grow them yourself. The 
Oklahoma Cooperative Extension 
Service recommends planting radishes 
from seed between March 1 and April 
15. Radishes are meant for cool weath-
er planting and harvesting before the 
summer heat. Radishes grow fast, with 
some varieties being ready in just 25 
days.

You might be surprised to learn that 
the leaves are actually healthier than 
the radish root. The greens contain vi-
tamin C, vitamin A, calcium, iron and 
fiber. These nutrients come at a very 
low-calorie cost, making radish greens 
nutrient dense. Of course, they could 
be the healthiest food on the planet 
but if the taste is off-putting, none of 
that matters.

Luckily, radish greens are very ver-
satile and easy to prepare. If you want 
to add them to salads or other dishes 
without cooking, young radish leaves 
are best (pre-fuzz). Otherwise, mature 
radish leaves can be cooked for a cou-
ple of minutes to soften and bring out a 
rich, savory flavor similar to kale or tur-

nip greens. Once washed, radish greens 
can be sauteed in a pan with olive oil 
and garlic, sauteed with bacon, added 
to stir frys and soups, tossed into pasta 
dishes, added to omelets or piled on a 
baked potato. The options are endless 
for this versatile, nutrient-dense, but 
often forgotten green.

Don’t throw out deliciously edible radish tops

Kim Bandelier, MPH, RD, LD

“Comfort Without Compromise”

Does your home have any of these symptoms?
 Rooms that get too hot or too cold?
 High utility bills?
 Thermostat wars with your spouse?
 High humidity in summer?
 House just never seems comfortable?
 There doesn’t seem to be enough airflow?

 Have been told by other contractors that the problem cannot be fixed?

If you answered YES to any of these questions, we can help!
Pippin Brothers has specialists that can pinpoint and correct these problems and, in many cases, you 
don’t even have to replace your equipment, with the solution usually being easier and costing a lot 
less than you may think.  There is no other contractor in Lawton more qualified than Pippin Brothers at 
diagnosing and correcting these annoying, inconvenient, unhealthy, comfort-compromising and energy-
wasting concerns.  Call us today and let us make your home Feel As Good As It Looks!  After all, 
your home is your largest investment and you and your family deserve to be comfortable - don’t you?

 Dust buildup within 2 days of dusting?
 Problems with your system since it’s been

installed?
 Anyone with allergies or asthma?
 AC starts and stops frequently or runs all

the time, and house is still not cool?

Call Today:
580-248-7924

www.PippinBrothers.com

UNCOMFORTABLE?

Audiology & Hearing AID of Duncan
“Serving Duncan Since 1995”

*ReSound Dealer*
aHearing Evaluation
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580-252-9005
2126 N HWY 81, STE 26B • CHISHOLM MALL, SOUTH ENTRANCE

Cynthia Reidenbach - Hearing Aid Tech
Matt Campbell - M.S., CCC-A

AUDIOLOGIST

Audiology & Hearing AID of Duncan
“Serving Duncan Since 1995”

*ReSound Dealer*
aHearing Evaluation

A
ss

is
ti

ve
 L

is
te

ni
ng

H
earing C

onservation

580-252-9005
1206 N HWY 81, STE 26B • CHISHOLM MALL, SOUTH ENTRANCE

Cynthia Reidenbach - Hearing Aid Tech
Matt Campbell - M.S., CCC-A

AUDIOLOGIST

*We Accept Insurance*
*Pack of Batteries, $5*

* Resound Dealer*

580-255-0183climatecontrolco.net
GIVE US A CALL

COOL
KEEP IT

T H I S  S U M M E R

FOODS

HOURS
MM,,TT,,WW,,TT,,FF::77::3300--55::3300 

k LARGE & SMALL 
ANIMAL

k GROOMING
k BOARDING
k QUALITY PET 

John Rector, DVM 
Comanche, OK

St. Patrick’s Day is a festive day in which people 
from all walks of life embrace Irish culture. Cel-
ebrated right in the middle of March, St. Patrick’s 
Day calls for hearty fare that those who have been 
to the Emerald Isle know is a staple of the Irish diet. 
This year, anyone looking to celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day, and stay warm in the process, can enjoy this rec-
ipe courtesy of Lines+Angles.

Irish Stew With Lamb and Potatoes
Serves 6

3 	 tablespoons vegetable oil
1 3/4	 pound lamb neck, on the bone, thickly 
sliced
4 	 small onions, diced

2 	 carrots, sliced
6 	 cups beef stock
8 	 to 10 small waxy potatoes, halved or quartered 
depending on size
1 	 to 2 tablespoons chopped parsley

1. Heat the oil in a large pot and sear the meat. 
Remove from the pan and set aside.

2. Cook the onions and carrots in the pan for 3 
minutes. Return the meat to the pot, season with 
salt and ground black pepper and deglaze with the 
stock. Cover and simmer on a low heat for 40 min-
utes.

3. Add the potatoes to the pot, cover and cook for 
another 30 minutes until the potatoes are soft. Sea-
son to taste and serve garnished with parsley.

Hearty stew tailor-made for St. Patrick’s celebrations
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ACROSS
  1. Blockchain-based 

entity
  4. A woolen cap of 

Scottish origin
  7. Painted with glue
 12. Legendary crooner
 15. Structure made 

with strips of wood
 16. Tropical fruits
 18. Commercial
 19. Comedienne Gast-

eyer
 20. The Ocean State
 21. Ancient Scot
 24. Basics
 27. Stated propositions
 30. Scottish island 

group
 31. Expression of an-

noyance
 33. Large tree
 34. Engine additive
 35. Conspiracy
 37. Drunkard
 39. Someone who is 

morally reprehen-
sible 

 41. Ancient Syrian city
 42. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese made in 
balls

 44. Carry  (slang)
 47. Sweet potato
 48. European river
 49. The Golden State
 50. Windy City ball-

player
 52. New Testament
 53. Possess spiritually
 56. A treeless grassy 

plain
 61. Popular historical 

novel
 63. In a law-abiding 

way
 64. A place to sleep
 65. Criticize

   DOWN
1. Impression in a 

surface
  2. Computer language
  3. Relating to the ear
  4. Occupant
  5. Member of Great 

Plains people
  6. Social media firm
  7. Digital audiotape
  8. Midway between 

east and southeast
  9. Chronic, progressive 

disease
 10. Chinese lute
 11. Not wet
 12. Moves wings up 

and down
 13. Communication 

devices
 14. Swiss river
 17. Female sibling
 22. Receive
 23. Relating to a type
 24. General s assistant 

(abbr.)
 25. Steep bank
 26. Taxi driver
 28. Moves into without 

difficulty
 29. Bicycle manufac-

turer
 32. Traditional rhyth-

mic pattern
 36. Fugitives are on it
 38. Bitter-tasting or-

ganic substance
 40. Die

 43. Matched
 44. Literary genre __-fi 
 45. Cannot
 46. Pounded
 51. British rock group
 54. Debt relief order
 55. 2006 NL Cy Young 

winner
 56. Green vegetable
 57. Tough outer skin of 

fruit
 58. __ Spumante (Ital-

ian wine)
 59. Ailments
 60. Famed singer 

Charles
 62. Camper

of
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n

Shorty Brown

Broker/Associate
(580) 467-1468

isellland@sbcglobal.net
Real Estate Market 
Analysis available

RE/MAX of Duncan
1586 N 15th St.
Duncan, OK 73533
(580) 252-7800
(580) 252-7805 (fax)

Did you know March 20 is the first day of spring? This time of year 
marks new beginnings and fresh blooms, but it can also bring 
powerful storms that interrupt electric service. 

Help the lineworker find his way through the maze 
to the bucket truck so he can restore power. 

Help the Lineworker 
Spring into Action

FINISH

CORNISH PropertiesCORNISH Properties
Insured & Bonded

Serving Lawton Since 1980
Commercial • Industrial

Interior & Exterior
• Drywall Finish
• Spray Painting
• Construction
  Management

6209 W Gore Blvd, Lawton
5 8 0 - 5 3 6 - 0 5 7 5

Taking Consignments for our 39th Annual 
Spring Farm & Ranch Equipment sale!
To be held at Brink Auction yard. 1 mile south of 

Frederick, OK on Hwy 183.
NO BUYERS PREMIUM

April 11, 2026
Online auction services available at 

www.equipmentfacts.com
P.O. Box 928* Frederick, OK 73542

To consign, please call
Terry - 580-335-4126 Mobile

John Dee - 580-471-7937 Mobile
brinkauction@gmail.com

We appreciate your business!

Buzzards Nest LLC
604 S. Rodeo Drive

Comanche, OK 73529

Misty Rasmussen
580-467-8527
Diane Gann

580-470-5350

Estate Sales
Business Liquidation

Antique Store
Appraisal Services

Follow us on Facebook

580-656-0450 RYAN MORA
LICENSED & INSURED LIC# 80007157

HOLT ELECTRIC
Over 30 yEARS eXPERIENCE

Residential
Commercial
Industrial

Estimates
Remodeling

New Construction
24 hour Service

580-365-4147
P.O. Box 131 * Sterling OK 73567*Lic#OK10531

'Sill Robinson 

!IOIRNION fENCING 
Pipe Fencing• Wire Fencing• Corrals• Gates 

Cell: (580) 450-3077 

SHOWMAN’S CHOICE
FOR ALL YOUR HORSE TACK 

& SHOW SUPPLY NEEDS.

HOURS  MON-FRI 8:00-5:30
        SAT 10:00-2:00

1205 SW SHERIDAN RD
LAWTON, OK  73505

580-355-7469

 FIND US ON FACEBOOK!
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Created with you in mind.
Come experience a meaningful walk through the life of Jesus.

Our Mission
Bringing The True Biblical Gospel Story 

of Jesus Christ to Life

A Place To Find Peace
The gospel is about the burial and His resurrection from 
the dead. He lived a life of perfect obedience. His atoning 
death on the cross was followed by His resurrection from 
the dead. This led to His ascension into heaven. This was 
followed by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit for all 
believers. Jesus Gospel Park is a great place to be 
wrapped in God’s arms and learn the true story of his 
Son, Jesus. The park is a place of education, serenity, 
reflection and salvation. Here visitors can share a 
common bond of faith, hope and inspiration.

Helping the Community
The gospel of Christ leads to the gift of salvation to all 
who believe. For the unbeliever, the Holy Spirit of God 
will come into you personally. This is the most important 
opportunity of your life, and ultimately the purpose of 
our time on earth. Jesus Gospel Park will give you an 
opportunity to listen to the call of the Holy Spirit on your 
life. God’s invitation is waiting for you.

Walk through the life, miracles, and message of Jesus in 
a peaceful outdoor setting designed to bring Scripture to 
life. Each step draws you deeper into a story of love, 
sacrifice, and hope that changed the world. Whether you 
are strengthening your faith or discovering it for the first 
time, this is more than a visit. It is an experience.

Outreach
We are called to continue the work 
of the Lord who came to speak and 
save the “lost”. [Luke 19:10] He gave 

us the Great Commission which is 
“to go into the world and preach the 

Gospel” [Matthew 28:18-20]

Fellowship
Very important for all believers and 
especially for new believers where 

encouragement strength and 
support is fostered by sharing with 

others who embrace the same 
beliefs and are followers on the 

same path to Heaven.

Serve
We serve out of a motivation to love 
to be equipped and to equip others 
with the Gospel and move forward 

in learning to serve others 
supernaturally. The Lord states that 
the things He did we are assigned to 

on a daily basis. [John 14:12]

jesusgospelpark.org
(580) 439-5566

WE ARE OPEN 24/7 NO ADMISSION FEE
401 US Highway 81, Addington, Oklahoma 73520


