The B Current

A Publication of Cotton Electric Cooperative Inc.

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative KT
“The Current - Informing Our Members Since 1957

VOLUME 65

TN

T
I i

et
X -

. -'.‘-rl
LN

2022 OKLAHOMA "'W
YOUTH TOUR

X e APPT

T
i

T, I-o':. -

o 1 0 S

July 11, 2022

NUMBER 11

Cotton Electric Energy Efficiency Coordinator and Youth Tour chaperone Heath Morgan snaps a photo of Isabel Moore and Tyler Hertzler at the Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. monument. Photo courtesy of Nicole Bode.

A journey from the classroom to the Capitol
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By Carli Eubank

What started as an
English class assignment
turned into a unique
and life-changing expe-
rience for two area high
schoolers: Isabel Moore
of Cache High School
and Tyler Hertzler of
Marlow High School.
and Hertzler
were the winners of the
2022 Cotton Electric
Youth Tour Essay Con-
test, made possible by

Moore

the members of Cotton
Electric.

Months after writing
their

winning  essays,

completing  interviews
and presenting speech-
es, Isabel and Tyler flew
to Washington D.C. on
June 18 for the 2022
Youth Tour. They re-
turned home on June
23. Also representing
Cotton  Electric Co-
operative was Energy
Efficiency Coordinator
Heath Morgan, who
served as chaperone.

The trio, along with
the other Oklahoma
Youth Tour contest win-
ners, walked over six
miles each day touring
many of our country’s
greatest ~ monuments.
These included the FDR
Memorial,
National
Washington
ment, and Lincoln Me-

Arlington
Cemetery,
Monu-

morial to name a few.
Organized by the
Oklahoma Association
of Electric Cooperatives
(OAEQ) 1964,
Youth Tour packs as

since

much as sight-seeing,
leadership building and
fun as possible into the
six-day trip.

For Moore, it was ex-
citing to see places and
sights in person that she
had only seen in movies
or read about in books.
of her
ite places were Mount
the US.
Capitol. Before com-

ing to D.C,, she looked

Some favor-

Vernon and
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“It was a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity, and I am really

thankful.”

- Isabel Moore

forward to seeing the
Library of Congress.
Youth Tour made that
dream a reality, Moore
said.

“You can’t fathom
how incredible all the
architecture and details
are in the monuments,’
Moore said. “Each sight
was absolutely beautiful
and breathtaking”

Hertzler checked
many sights off his buck-
et list while on Youth
Tour. When witness-
ing the changing of the
guard at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier, he
became overwhelmed
with emotion.

“Watching the chang-
ing of the guard was one
of the best things I have
ever seen,” Hertzler said.
“I wasn’t watching a his-
tory video. I was able to
watch the real thing be-
fore my eyes. I can’t ex-
plain it

Touring Washington,
D.C. was an incredible
experience for Moore
and Hertzler, but form-
ing relationships with
other Youth Tour win-
ners from across Okla-
homa made the adven-
tures more memorable.

The

friends Moore made, as

connections and

well as forming a deep-

er understanding of our
country were some of
her biggest takeaways,
she said.

“The whole trip was
surreal,” Moore said. “It
was a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity, and I am
really thankful”

Youth Tour
students to see and ex-

allows

perience so many things
that most people dream
about seeing, along with
deepening their Ameri-
can pride.

-H“FF

“I wasn’t watching a history
video. I was able to watch the
real thing before my eyes. I
can’t explain it.” - Tyler Hertzler

“Youth Tour is a spe-
cial experience that not
everyone gets to do,

Hertzler said. “Words
can’t describe how amaz-

: .

ing and impactful this
trip was. It truly was one
of the greatest things
I've had the chance to
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Isabel Moore and Tyler Hertzler in front of the U.S. Capitol. Photo courtesy of

Nicole Bode.

Adjusgfnzvxf: ga(iitul ated June 2022 Temperature Extremes

The power cost adjust-
ment now being applied
to bills mailed after July
1,2022, is $0.02195 per
kWh.

On a member’s aver-
age bill of 1,300 kilowatt
hours (kWh), this will
amount to a charge of

$28.54 on the July bill.

Day High Low  Avg.
1 8 63 74
2 77 60 69
3 79 64 72
4 85 63 74
5 91 70 81
6 91 73 82
7 88 71 80
8 99 68 84
9 88 67 78
10 94 67 81
11 101 74 88
12 103 69 86
13 100 69 86
14 97 76 87

15 98 77 88

Source: srh.noaa.gov/oun/

Average Daily High: 95

Day High Low  Avg.
16 98 71 85
17 99 68 84
18 97 75 86

19 97 74 86
20 100 73 87
21 100 74 87
22 100 70 85

23 102 73 88
24 104 77 91
25 105 69 87
26 93 72 &3
27 91 67 79

28 89 66 78
29 93 60 77
30 99 59 79

Average Daily Low: 70

Cotton Electric offices
will be closed Monday,
September 5 for Labor
Day. Emergency calls
will be answered at 580-
875-3351 or 800-522-
3520.

The next issue of The
Current should arrive in

mailboxes on August 8,
2022.

Do you have a story
idea for The Current or
do you need to place an
ad? If so, let us know.

We can be reached
at 580-875-3351 or by
email at TheCurrent@
cottonelectric.com.

You can also drop us
a line at Cotton FElec-
tric Current, 226 N.
Broadway, Walters, OK
73572.
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From the CEO

Beat the Peak alerts this summer

June 20 marked the beginning
of the summer peak period, the
time of year when the demand
for electricity tends to be very
high. Prices are also at their
highest during these hours,
particularly between 3 p.m. and
7 p.m.

Cotton Electric’s peak demand
during this period is a major
factor that affects the overall
price of power for our members.
Another is the price of fuel, such
as coal or natural gas, needed to
generate power.

When weather and usage
patterns indicate we’re nearing
peak demand, peak alerts are
issued by our power supplier.
We pass this information on to
co-op members via social media,
email and SmartHub Beat the
Peak notices. These alerts are an

opportuni-
ty for us to
voluntarily
do our part
to lower
demand and
shift usage to

Jennifer Meason, CEO

avoid peak
times, thus
managing our power bill costs
for today and for the future.
Many have asked, “why don’t
you just build more power
plants?” Although our pow-
er supplier may need to build
more generating capacity in the
future, it is very expensive and
increases costs for all members.
Voluntary conservation mea-
sures can help postpone the
need for new generating capac-
ity by using the resources we
currently have more efficiently.

Our goal is to provide mem-
bers with information during
these peak times so small adjust-
ments can be made that provide
savings to everyone.

I’m a member of Cotton
Electric myself. On peak days,
my family and I adjust the
thermostat a few degrees higher
so the air conditioning system
doesn’t run as much, postpone
doing laundry until later in the
evening, and set the timer on
the dishwasher to either run at
night or early in the morning.
These are small things that are
easy to do and when we do them
collectively, it makes a differ-
ence.

We can also plan for the future
by planting trees in spots that
will shade our home during the
hottest parts of summer days

(but far away from power lines),
add insulation to the attic to
stop the escape of conditioned
air year-round, or consider re-
flective shingles if a roof replace-
ment is coming up. Replacing
worn weather-stripping and
caulking around windows are
other low-cost ways to improve
energy efﬁciency. For more tips,
see below.

As we have seen in past peak
events, member participation
in calls for energy conservation
makes a difference that benefits
us all. Please keep an eye out for
Beat the Peak alerts on Cotton
Electric social media sites (Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram)
and make adjustments as your
health and safety allows.

We appreciate all of you who
are helping Beat the Peak!

Laundry for Less

Full loads mean fewer
oyeles, and washers and

aryers operatea in the lata

evanings add less heat

and hurmidity to the home.

Energy can cost less
outside of peak hours

Intramural
Competition

Cnline gaming with each
active player using their
OO COMm pUter, gaming

console and internet
connaction gets pricey.

Play each aother at homes
an one screen and sawve.

Cool off/Calm down

Turmn off LJ"‘['IEEZE'Z-Z?C-'-Z['_-,:'

ighting and elect ics
that generate heat, resist
the urge to turn down the
thermostat and
rememiber, iower fan
sattings use less energy.

Countertop
Convenience

Range ar cvan cooking
can really warm up a
kitchen. Microwawes,

corvection owvens, and
toaster ovens use less
energy than an oven.

Energy Efficiency

Did you know the combined use of large appliances like
dishwashers, clothes dryers and washing machines account
for the largest percentage of electricity use in the average
U.S. home? Take small steps to save energy when using these

appliances.

Only run full loads in the dishwasher, and thoroughly scrape
food from dishes before loading. Dry towels and heavier cottons
separate from lighter-weight clothing, and clean the lint screen

v" after every use. Wash clothing in cold water to save energy used
o — to heat water.
\ Source: Energy.gov
May 2022 Operating Stats
2022 2021
Total Amount Billed/Accrued $7,131,290 $5,150,795
COTTON Cost of Purchased Power 5,331,522 3,520,542
ELECTRIC cO-0P Taxes 116,114 99,008
Mission ,St,atem,ent Total Operating Expense Per Mile 1,327 968
Our mission is to
safely deliver reliable Average Farm and Residential Bill 156 118
and affordable pow- Average Farm and Residential kWh 1,138 880
er, provide excellent Total Meters Billed (farm, residential) 19,240 18,916
member service, and Miles Energized 5,229 5,211
i{lflpfove}fhe qualityof | | Dengity Per Mile 3.68 3.63
te - the communi- New Service Connects YTD 193 184
t1€S We serve.
Services Retired 52 73
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If you would like your community
event listed in the August issue, please
submit information by July 22 by call-
ing 580-875-3351 or send an email to
TheCurrent@ CottonElectric.com. Only
events occuring after Aug. 8 will be pub-
lished in the next issue.

Editor’s Note: We recommend check-
ing for cancellations with local sources
before attending any event.

CTAC presents art workshops

Bring your creative energy to Arts
Explosion, a week-long series of sum-
mer arts workshops for all ages. The
workshops are hosted by the Chisholm
Trail Arts Council (CTAC).

Students will learn different art dis-
ciplines and mediums throughout the
week, including pottery, sculpture,
watercolor, story boarding and acrylic
painting.

Children’s classes are for students
who have completed third, fourth or
fifth grades. Classes for teens include
students who have completed sixth
grade or higher. Adult classes take
place in the evening. A limited amount
of scholarships are available for stu-
dents who qualify. Online registration
is available until July 12.

The 2022 Arts Explosion is an all-
day event July 18-22 at the Stephens
County Expo Center. For informa-
tion and updates, visit www.chisholm-
trailarts.com/programs or their Face-

book page, or call 580-252-4160.

World’s Largest Garage Sale

Hit the citywide Annual World’s
Largest Garage Sale in Duncan to rake
in the bargains. Retail stores will have
plenty of sales and good deals. This
citywide event is July 15 and 16. For
more information, visit www.visitdun-
can.org.

National Day of the Cowboy
Join the Chisholm Trail Heritage

Center at their annual National Day of
the Cowboy celebration. Free events
include live music, special guests, bas-
ket weaving demonstrations and more.
The celebration is from 10 a.m. to 5
p-m. on July 23 at the Chisholm Trail
Heritage Center, 2150 Chisholm Trail
Pkwy. in Duncan. For more informa-
tion, call 580-252-6692.

Chattanooga Youth Cheer Clinic

Incoming pre-k through 6th grad-
ers can show their spirit at the Chat-
tanooga Youth Cheer Summer Clinic.
Registration ends July 13 and there is a
$35 fee. The clinic is from 9 a.m. to 12
p-m. July 27-29 at Chattanooga High
School gym.

The Dehydrator rolls on

Bike through the hills of southwest
Oklahoma at The Dehydrator bicy-
clingevent to benefit the Duncan High
School band. This annual event, now
in its 32nd year, has fun, non-compet-
itive bike rides ranging from 10 to 80
miles through the Stephens County
countryside. Food and drinks will be
available for participants. The event
will begin at 7 a.m. on July 30 at the
Simmons Center, 800 Chisholm Trail
Pkwy. in Duncan. For more informa-
tion and to register, visit www.thede-
hydrator.org.

Rodeo time in Lawton

The 84th Annual Lawton Rangers
Rodeo will take place Aug. 10-13 at
LO Ranch Arena, 2004 SE 60th St. in
Lawton. Wednesday, Aug. 10 is “car-
load night” Pack the whole family in
the car and everyone gets in for $5.
Military Appreciation night is Friday,
Aug. 12. To purchase tickets in ad-

| @[mﬁfty Soulilit

vance, visit www.lawtonrangers.com.

Rush Springs annual festivities

Join the celebration at the annual
Rush Springs Watermelon Festival and
Rodeo. Taste the local crop of water-
melon, ride carnival rides, compete in
contests, enjoy live entertainment and
more. The annual Rush Springs Rodeo
will take place on Thursday and Friday,
Aug. 11 and 12, with a parade follow-
ing at 5 p.m. on Friday evening. This
popular festival is on Saturday, Aug.
13. The festival will take place at Jeff
Davis Park on Main Street, and the ro-
deo events will be at Rusty Acres Are-
na. For more information, call 580-

476-3277.

Stroll through summer savings

Enjoy a day of shopping at the Dun-
can Main Street Summer Stroll. Local
shops on Main Street will open their
doors for everyone to see new fall sea-
sonal offerings, in-store specials, live
demonstrations and more. The events
begin Aug. 5 through 6 during Okla-
homa’s tax-free weekend on Duncan’s
Main Street. For more information,
visit www.mainstreetduncan.net.

Fairy-Tale Hangout

Have story time with your favor-
ite character at the Lawton Parks and
Recreation Department’s Fairy-Tale
Hangout. Participants will get to read
stories and attend a craft session. This
program takes place from 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. on Mondays and Wednes-
days at the Owens Multi-Purpose Cen-
ter in Lawton. For more information,
contact  Aaliyah.Climes@lawtonok.
gov or call 580-581-3483.

New name, same mission

The Oklahoma Parkinson’s Associa-
tion is now the Oklahoma Parkinson’s
Alliance. Same Mission. Same people.
New name! Visit www.oklahomapa.
org, to learn more about the name
The Oklahoma Parkinson’s

Alliance continues to “inspire hope

change.

and transform lives” as the premier re-
source for Parkinson’s disease support
throughout Oklahoma.

Regular patient and care provider
support groups in Lawton and Dun-
can, will not meet until September.

Our other programs will continue
as scheduled. The LOUD Crowd®
speech therapy program for Parkin-
son’s patients at both Duncan Region-
al Hospital (DRH) and Southwestern
Medical Center (SWMC) will meet
every Tuesday and Wednesday, respec-
tively. These programs are free and re-
quire no RSVP.

If interested in the SPEAK OUT!
individual speech therapy program,
please call DRH at 580-251- 8460 or
SWMC at 580-351-2469 to schedule
an appointment.

Spin Class for Parkinson’s is held
Monday and Wednesday at 1 p.m. and
Rock Steady Boxing is conducted on
Tuesdays and Fridays at 1:30 p.m. —
both at the Lawton YMCA.

Please stay tuned for the upcoming
Rock Steady Boxing at the Simmons
Center in Duncan.

Food pantry open once monthly

Walters Community Food Pantry is
open from 8 to 11 a.m. on the second
Saturday of each month. The pantry is
in the old City Hall, 131 1/2 W. Cal-
ifornia Street. Pantry organizers try
to provide a two-week supply of basic
staples to anyone with identification
and proof of Cotton County residen-
cy. Monetary donations may be sent to
Food Pantry, c¢/o Paul Metcalfe, 211
E. Colorado St., Walters, OK 73572.

Upcoming Deadlines for The Current

August September October
Ad Sales July 22 Ad Sales  Aug. 19 Ad Sales Sept. 23
Classified  July 27 Classified  Aug. 24 Classified ~ Sept. 28
Publish Aug. 8 Publish Sept. 6 Publish Oct. 11

L\
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Sophl, Cotton Elcctrlc members Paul and G.K. Doyle’s dog,
splashes in a puddle after a big rain.

Enter your “best shot” in our Photo of the Month contest. Theme
for August is SUNRISE, SUNSET. Entries can be emailed to The-
Current@CottonElectric.com or mailed to The Current, 226 N.
Broadway, Walters, OK 73572. Winners will receive a Cotton
Electric prize package of CEC goodies.

Comanche Homecoming Powwow

Enjoy a weekend of American In-
dian activites as the rich traditions
of the Comanche Tribe come alive
at the 69th Annual Comanche Na-
tion Homecoming Celebration. This
homecoming has evolved as the lon-
gest continuous Comanche powwow
since 1952. Events include traditional
Native American dancers in full rega-

lia, intertribal dancing, drum groups,
contests, and opportunities to honor
Comanche veterans throughout the
weekend. Food and craft vendors from
across the country will also be avail-
able.

The event is July 15-17 at Sultan
Park in Walters. For questions or more
information, call 580-284-4271.

Not everyone starts their day at the same time, or in the same way.
But no matter when or how, Cotton Electric Cooperative is
there to help you power every moment of it.

To learn more, visit

YOUR SOURCE OF POWER. AND INFORMATION.

COTTON

ELECTRIC CO-OP

.-'-\ T i, [l'_"}"l.-l one EI'] ergy
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How to conserve energy without sacrificing comfort

Air
tioning is a wel-

condi-
come luxury
during the dog
days of summer.
Few people can
imagine getting

through a hot

summer  after- Heath Morgan,
noon without  Energy Efficiency
turning their Coordinator
A/C on, and

that can make July and August some
of the more costly months in regard to
energy consumption.

Summer months may not seem
well-suited to cutting energy consump-
tion, but there are ways to conserve
that don’t require turning off the A/C.

e Reconsider the location of your
thermostat. The Performance Building
Institute, Inc. notes that thermostats
are sensitive to heat. Thermostats lo-
cated near heat-generating appliances

like lamps, televisions and computers
may be fooled into thinking a home’s
interior is warmer than it actually is.
That will keep a temperature-con-
trolled A/C running longer and more
frequently than is necessary. If neces-
sary, move the thermostat to a part of
the home where there are no electron-
ics and appliances.

o Emphasize maintenance of the
A/C unit. Even the most energy-effi-
cient A/C unit will be forced to work
harder, and consume extra energy, if it’s
not well-maintained. The Office of En-
ergy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
notes that ENERGY STAR-certified
HVAC equipment can yield annual
energy savings of 10 to 30 percent. But
such products must be maintained.
Annual maintenance appointments
with an HVAC technician can ensure
the unit is clean and refrigerant levels
are correct, helping it run as efficiently
as possible.

e Embrace natural ways to keep a
home’s interior cool. Cranking the
A/C is not the only way to maintain
a comfortable temperature inside a
home during the months of July and
August. Closing curtains on especial-
ly warm days keeps the sun out and
makes it easier to maintain comfort-
able temperatures inside without low-
ering the temperature on the thermo-
stat. Avoiding the stove on hot nights
and preparing cold meals or firing up
the grill outside is another way to keep
the house cool.

e Address insulation issues. Cracks
around windows and doors affect the
temperature inside the home, mak-
ing it colder in winter and warmer in
summer. Seal cracks around doors and
windows to keep the cool air in during
the summer. Keeping that air in should
allow you to raise the temperature on
your thermostat without compromis-
ing comfort.

Come the dog days of summer, con-
serving energy shouldn’t need to come
at the cost of comfort. Various strate-
gies can help reduce energy consump-
tions and keep air conditioners on.

To schedule an in-home energy eval-

uation, call 580-875-3351.

Transformers are no place for ads, flyers, or games

By Carli Eubank If a

transformer seems to

said Jarrod Hooper, Cotton

transformer,” said Penning-

dangerous degree, along with

They are everywhere: you
see them on poles and on
the ground - they are trans-
formers, reducing and raising
electric voltage safely and ef-
ficiently. They may seem like
a harmless hang out spot or a
place to post a flyer, but this
piece of electric equipment
could have hidden potential
electrical hazards.

have damage, call Cotton Elec-
tric immediately. Most com-
mon damages to pad-mount-
ed transformers are when they
get hit with a vehicle, lawn
mower or tractor. It may be
tempting to move it back to
its original position, but it’s
best to call the co-op in case
any internal wiring became

loose and energized the case,

Every pad-mounted transformer provided by Cotton Elec-
tric comes with an orange sticker explaining how to stay safe
around the equipment. Photo by Carli Eubank.

Electric safety and loss control
coordinator.

Other potential hazards are
rusting and deterioration over
time and animals digging un-
derneath the equipment and
chewing on wiring. If mem-
bers see any of these signs, call
the co-op.

When maintenance is re-
quired overnight and a trans-
former has been damaged in
the process, sometimes con-
ditions require crews to come
back the next day to safely
transport it away, said Cody
Pennington, Cotton Electric
meter and transformer super-
visor. If you see a damaged
transformer ~ sitting  some-
where, do not go near it. Even
if it doesn’t seem energized,
stay far away from it and re-
port it to the co-op.

“Pad-mounted transform-
ers are designed to be as safe
as possible, but that doesn’t
mean there isn’t some unseen

issues going on inside the

ton. “It’s better to call and let
us handle any issues instead of
taking a risk with yourself or
someone else.”

With the weather consis-
tently staying in triple digits,
overloading transformers is
another hazard. The more en-
ergy used in your home, the
warmer the transformer can
possibly get, Hooper said. De-
pending on how many houses
are on one transformer, over-
loading one can lead to outag-
es affecting more houses than
just your own.

A sign that your transform-
er could be overloading is if
the lights dim whenever your
A/C turns on. This may not
be true for every situation —
other possible causes could be
issues with wiring or breakers
— but it’s good to be aware,
Pennington said.

It’s important to teach kids
to refrain from playing around

pad-mounted  transformers.

The sun heats up the case to a

the potential electrical haz-
ards present.

When it
pole-mounted  transformers,

comes  to
do not pull on guy lines con-
nected to poles. If a pole has
been hit or there are any signs
of damage on the transformer,
call the co-op, Hooper said.

When the co-op installs
pad-mounted  transformers,
our engineering department
can recommend aesthetical-
ly pleasing and cost-effective
locations. Cotton Electric
transformers come with a
bright orange sticker explain-
ing the dos and don’ts when
around the equipment, in-
cluding how far you should
plant around it and allowing
enough access for crews to
safely preform maintenance,
Pennington said.

If members have any con-
cerns or questions about
transformers, contact Cotton
Electric at 580-875-3351 or

800-522-3520.

HOME
New Listing: $185,000
919 Ave. D., Randlett, OK
1,592 sf 3 bed, 2 bath, comer lot
BIt 2007: 2 car garage, 1,000 sf shop
storm cellar, security system.

WANTED: LAND LISTINGS

Sellers market: Interest rates are
climbing along with
everything else. Strong demand for
land is still present.
Contact Rick High for getting
top-dollar.

rrhigh@sbcglobal.net | www.Highsauction.com

Al AL BAUL LLRLL RN LIERL Ll AL LY

HIGH’S AUCTION
& REAL ESTATE SERVICE

Auction, Real Estate & Appraisal | Over 30 years experience
580-875-6500 | 210 N. BROADWAY, WALTERS, OK

BLARE. LAY LY

PRICE REDUCED
Kishketon Subdivision near Youth Park:
120 x 140 Residential lots $10,000
120 x 280 Residential lots $15,000
All utilities available, new subdivision
east side of Walters near pool, tennis
courts, Kidtopia, ball parks.

LAND FOR SALE
New listing: $27,0000
SE S26 T4S R13W, Cotton County
160 acres m/l 108 ac cultivation bal.
grass. Highway 36/70 north of casinos,
8" water line east side,
multi-use property.

J
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FARMERS

INSURANCE

3165 North 81 HWY
Duncan, OK 73533

jslate@farmersagent.com

Office (580) 786-4771
Fax  (918) 512-4899

HOME - COMMERCIAL - LIFE

Mon/Tues 8am

Ben I. Hale
405.235.8908
940.631.2333

COMANCHE
Wednesday 9am
Peyton D. Hale

580.439.8865
817.888.0657

OKLAHOMA CITY westerncommissioncompany.com

Visit us on Facebook for
weekly Market Reports

WESI|ERN

LIVESTOCK AUCTIONS

AUTO < BOAT - MOTORCYCLE - CAMPER

NOW HIRING

Fuel your future and satisfy
your hunger to succeed!

Full and Part Time positions available!

Starting pay: $14/hr

G

APPLY/ATFEZGOSTORES:COM/OUR:EZGO:TEAM

EZ GO #44 & Back Forty Barbeque
Mile 21, H.E. Bailey Turnpike (I-44)
5 miles west of Walters, OK 73572
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CECEF selects second quarter grant recipients

Even during tough
economic times, it’s im-
that Cotton
continues to

portant
Electric
support local commu-
nities. That’s the philos-
ophy behind Operation
Round Up (ORU), a
charitable program gov-
erned, funded and sup-
ported by Cotton Elec-
tric members like you.
Most Cotton Electric
members participate in
ORU, in which power
bills are rounded up to
the nearest dollar. The
amount rounded up
each month can be as lit-
tle as 1 cent and is never
more than 99 cents. On
average, each participat-
ing member contributes

about $6 each year.
The funds are pooled

and administered by
the Cotton Electric
Charitable Foundation

(CECF), a board of di-
rectors that meets quar-
terly to consider grant
applications. The board
consists of Jennifer Mea-
son, the co-op’s CEO;
Shan Files, president
of the co-op’s board of
trustees; and three rep-
the

Cotton Electric service

resentatives from

areca: Danny Marlett,
Carter Waid and Cindy
Zelbst.

The board met in June
to review several grant
applications.  Grants
totaling $21,903 will

OI_(DHS offers

The

Home

Income

Low

Energy Assis-
tance Program  (LI-
HEAP) is a federal-

ly-funded
through

program

Oklahoma

Department of Human
Services (OKDHS). It
provides payment assis-
tance to approximate-

ly 131,000 Oklahoma
low-income households

be distributed to 11
of the applicants. Sec-
ond-quarter grant re-
cipients are listed to the
right.

The CECF board of
directors meets quar-
terly to review and dis-
cuss applications from
individuals and orga-
nizations in the area.
applica-
tions are due August 9,
2022. The board of di-
rectors for CECF will

meet again at the end of

Third-quarter

August to review appli-
cations for the quarter.
The
nual grant that can be
$10,000
for organizations and
$2,500 for individuals.

maximum an-

approved s

each year to help them
meet the cost of home
energy.

One program within
LIHEAP is the Sum-
mer Cooling Program.
This program provides
assistance through one
payment per year, per
household, during sum-
mer months. Applica-
tions opened June 28
and will be accepted un-
til all funds are used.

Eligibility ~ require-
ments for LIHEAP are
based on income, house-
hold size, available re-

Individual applications
must include a letter
of referral from a repu-
table service agency or
non-profit organization.

Grant guidelines and

be

downloaded at www.

applications  can
cottonelectric.com/
grant-applications and
can be submitted by
email to pbhuckabaa@
cottonelectric.com
or by mail to 226 N.
Broadway, Walters, OK

73572.

OPERATION

';30 U$Q

sources and responsibil-
ity for payment of home
energy cost. Everyone
who resides under the
same utility service ad-
dress must apply to-
gether. If you or anyone
in your home belong to
a federally-recognized
American Indian tribe,
you may apply for en-
ergy assistance through
OKDHS or with your
tribe, but you cannot
receive assistance from
both during the same
Federal Fiscal Year.

To qualify, you must

They have a way of changing everything,
including your need for life insurance.
Together we can make sure you have the
right coverage. Let’s chat.

B OKLAHOMA
9 [RM BUREAU

INSURANCE

Jeff Baumann
125 N. Broadway | Walters, OK
580.875.3290

L=
Terri Sheffield

117 S. Main St. | Waurika, OK
580.228.2941

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,* 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, 1A 50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Oklahoma Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company/Oklahoma
City, OK. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Individual must be a registered representative of FBL Marketing Services, LLC to discuss securities products. Individual must be licensed with issuing
company to offer insurance products. *Affiliates. PR-LI-A(6-21)

¢
Dodge Pool

502 SW 11th St. | Lawton, OK
580.353.5173

Anelise Carpenter
502 SW 11th St. | Lawton, OK
580.353.5173

STORM PREPAREDNESS CHECKLIST:

-B-FLASHUGHT-
S DRI TERIES

+/ GENERAC WHOLE-HOME GENERATOR

o 22kW and 24kW Generac

generator packages (8-10

week lead time)

e Automatic transfer switch,

battery and equipment pad

*10-year Extended Warranty

e 50 feet of combined gas and
electrical line

o Installation by a Generac
certified contractor

Exclusive to co-op members
Contact Heath Morgan for details, 580-875-3351

Please note: Material and equipment shortages have caused a

longer lead time and price increase.

Addington Baptist Church
$5,000 for playground fencing

Chisholm Trail Heritage Center Association
$375 for creative writing program

Community Presbyterian
$1,978 for refrigerators

Douglass Community Center Org., Inc.
$2,349.96 for industrial fans for gym

Duncan Area Literacy Council
$1,500 for children’s books

Duncan Community Residence, Inc.
$2,041.01 for replacement of insulation

Geronimo Volunteer Fire Department
$3,161.04 for 4-gas monitor and thermal
imaging cameras
Giddy Up ‘N Go
$1,247.99 for laptop, software and printer
Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma
$2,500 for food for kids programs in CEC area

United Way of Stephens County, Inc.
$750 for children’s books

Walters Public Schools
$1,000 for folding tables and chairs

help with energy bills

meet each of the follow-
ing requirements:

e Be responsible for
payment of home ener-
gy (households are not
cligible for LIHEAP if
the utility bill is paid di-
rectly to the provider by
someone who does not
reside at the residence).

e Be a US. citizen or
legally admitted for per-
manent residence.

e Meet
resource standards in-

countable

cluding cash, checking
or savings accounts,
certificates of deposits,

cryptocurrency, stocks,
or bonds.

e Meet specific in-
come guidelines that
vary according to house-
hold size and fuel type.

When applying, have
the most recent cool-
ing bill information for
their home and utili-
ty supplier, along with
their ID, social security
number and verification
of income.

For more information
and to apply, visit www.
okdhslive.org or call
405-522-5050.

For all of Your
Farming and Ranching Needs

Fertilizer
Chemicals
Feed & Seed
Farm Supplies

Your Co-op can blend and apply either
Dry or Liquid Fertilizer

Call and Schedule your Needs-

Walters Co-op

580-875-3345

We Appreciate Your Business
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Staying safe in the summertime fun
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Summertime is here.
Days are filled with can-
nonballs into the pool
and scenic routes to your
next adventure. While
making memories, safe-
ty needs to be a priority.
Cotton Electric and Safe
Electricity want mem-
bers to stay safe while
enjoying summer fun by
following these electri-
cal safety tips.

Camping Safety

Camping is an out-
door leisure activity
many people take advan-
tage of during the sum-
mer, but have you con-
sidered electric safety?

A situation in which
an RV frame is electri-
cally charged is often
referred to as “hot skin.”
Improper wiring or con-
nection, no grounding,
reversed polarity, and
loose or worn outlets
are just some of the po-
tential causes. If a hot
skin hazard exists, sim-
ply opening the door
or coming into contact
with the hitch can cause
shock, electrocution or
other injuries.

To help prevent hot
skin, your RV’s electrical
system needs to be reg-
ularly tested and main-

tained. A professional
electrician can make
sure the wiring in your
RV is safe.

Perform a visual in-
spection of cords, plugs,
and outlets. If there are
cracked or frayed cords
or broken or discolored
plugs or outlets, do not
use them. Have them re-
placed or repaired. Make
sure RVs are equipped
with fire extinguishers
as well as permanently
installed carbon-mon-
oxide and fire detectors.

Always use electrical
cords rated for the use
they will get. Never use
indoor

an extension

cord outdoors. Outdoor
cords will be labeled
“For Outdoor Use”
and are often orange or
green. Make sure the
power demand of the
appliances that will be
used does not exceed
the cord’s rating. When
plugging your RV into a
campground power ped-
estal, use a heavy duty,
four-wire cord with a
grounding wire, not an
extension cord.

Know the amperage
your RV draws and the
amperage available. If
you try to draw more
amperage than is avail-

Audiology & Hearing AID of Duncan

HEARING EVALUATIONS
HEARING AIDS
HEARING AID SUPPLIES
ALL BRANDS REPAIRED
*We Accept Insurance*

*Pack of Batteries, $3*
* Resound Dealer*

Matt Campbell - M.S., CCC-A
AUDIOLOGIST

“Sm/a% sz/mn 31%@« 7995"

Cynthia Reidenbach - Hearing Aid Tech

1206 N HWY 81, STE 26B + CHISHOLM MALL, SOUTH ENTRANCE

Hearing Evaluation
o0

o -
g =
Q =]
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= 2
4 2
R e}
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D 2
» E
<HEARING AIDSS

580-252-9005

able, you can cause seri-
ous damage to the clec-
trical source and your
RV. You could even start
a fire. Also make sure
you know where your
electrical panel and ma-
jor switches are.

Before using a camp-
ground hook-up, do a
visual inspection of the
area. If a campground
hook-up appears to be
damaged, request an-
other spot. In addition,
be sure to have the prop-
er cord. Never plug more
than one RV into a sin-
gle hook-up. As with a
generator, plug your RV
in before turning on ap-
pliances.

Water Safety

If you own a pool or
hot tub, you know there
are several steps required
to keep it maintained.
One aspect that is often
not top of mind is the
electrical system, which
can pose a signiﬁcant or
even deadly hazard.

Since pool and hot
tub areas mean wet skin
and wet surfaces, the
chance of electrocution
increases when electric-
ity is present.

The US. Consumer
Product Safety Com-

mission._points-out that
electricity can be found
in underwater lights,
electric pool equipment
(e.g., pumps, filters, vac-
uum), extension and
power cords, electrical
outlets or switches, elec-
trical devices such as
TVs and overhead pow-
er lines.

To keep everyone as
safe as possible, have
the electrical system in-
spected and upgraded to
local and National Elec-
trical Code by a licensed
contractor. Also, do not
set up a pool (temporary
or permanent) where
power lines are overhead
or within 25 feet of any
water source.

Electrical safety also
includes:

e Making sure ground-
fault circuit interrupters
(GFCIs) are installed:

o On underwater
lighting circuits operat-
ing at 15 volts or more.

o On all electrical
equipment, including
120- and 240-volt heat-
ers close to the pool.

o On outdoor recep-
tacles (outlets) within
20 feet of the water’s
edge.

e Testing permanently

installed GFCIs month-

o~

SHOWMAN'S CHOICE

FOR ALL YOUR HORSE TACK

HOURS MON-FRI 8:00-5:30

FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

& SHOW SUPPLY NEEDS.

SAT 10:00-2:00

1205 SW SHERIDAN RD
LAWTON, OK 73505
580-355-7469

CANCER

Choose
&g

==
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When It Really Matters

CENTERS
of Southwest Oklahoma

—

ly. Test those that are
portable or connected
to a cord before every
use.

e Looking for signs of
mold or other growth
on the inside lenses of
lights, which can indi-
cate water leakage.

e Ensuring that the
power switch and GFCI
for underwater lights are
clearly marked and ac-
cessible in an emergency.

e Labeling power
switches for pool, hot
tub and spa equipment,
as well as lighting.

e Using battery-oper-
ated electronics whenev-
er possible.

e Drying hands and
feet while using electri-
cal devices.

e Keeping long-han-
dled tools and poles
away from power lines,
including power lines to

your home.
e Holding pool
skimmers and other

long-handled tools close
to the ground.

e Keeping electrical
cords, wires and devices
out of reach and at least
S feet from the water.

e Unplugging a de-
vice that has fallen into
the water before touch-
ing it. Even submersible

Bill Robinson

pumps designed to run
under water may not be
safe to use when some-
one is in the water.
Swimmers may feel a
tingling sensation, expe-
rience muscle cramps or
may not be able to move
when experiencing an
shock. You
may see panic behavior,

electrical

complaints of odd sen-
sations, or a motionless
swimmer in the water.
You might also see un-
derwater lights that are
not working properly.

If you think you are
being shocked, move
away from the source of
the shock and get out
of the water. If possi-
ble, exit without using a
metal ladder; touching
metal may increase the
risk of shock.

If you think someone
in the water is experienc-
ing an electrical shock,
immediately turn off all
power. If power is not
turned off, rescuers can
also be shocked or elec-
trocuted. After power is
disconnected, call 9-1-1.

For more about elec-
trical safety, visit www.
cottonelectric.com  or
SafeElectricity.org.
Source: SafeElectricity.org

Rosinson [FENCING

Pipe Fencing * Wire Fencing * Corrals * Gates

Cell: (580)450-3077

TRUST & WEALTH
MANAGEMENT

|

%

=

ARVEST

i

N

We embrace New and Innovative Treatments that emerge each year
in the Fight Against Cancer!
Our Doctors and nurses are Cancer Specialist.
Our staff is highly troined to support you as a Cancer Patient.

You will never be alone.
We encourage you to help us Fight Cancer by getting Annual Cancer Screenings.
Early detection improves outcomes and Saves Lives.
Join us in The Fight To Win the Battle Against cancer!

Altus » Lawton » Duncan » Chickasha

AL

CANCERZSCENTERS

of Southwest Oklahoma

Fl www.ccswok.com
ALTUS LAWTDN DUMCAN CHICKASHA
V200 Bt Broschwiry 104 W 3151 Sireet 2110 Duncan 210 Mary Bailey Drive
Alus, K 73521 Lawtan, 0K 73505 Regiona! Loop Road Chicknsha, OK 73018
5803706000 05362121 Duncan, (K 73533 #05.223.9232
580351 6500

/¥ Q.’\‘w : o :

Q. .__,..
>

(!

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

Our highly experienced Trust & Wealth Management team is committed to help
build, manage and protect your legacy with a program that meets your

long-term financial goals. Stop in for a free consultation, or give me a call today.

Ryan Benson

Client Advisor, AAMS
(580) 470-1129 office
(580) 860-3259 mobile
wbenson@arvest.com

OK Ins. #3000935850

Investment products and services provided by Arvest Investments, Inc., doing business as Arvest Wealth
Management, member FINRA/SIPC, an SEC registered investment adviser and a subsidiary of Arvest Bank.
Insurance products made available through Arvest Insurance, Inc., which is registered as an insurance
agency. Insurance products are marketed through Arvest Insurance, Inc. but are underwritten by unaffiliated
insurance companies. Trust services provided by Arvest Bank.

Investments and Insurance Products: Not a Deposit | Not Guaranteed by the Bank or its Affiliates
Not FDIC Insured |

Not Insured by Any Federal Government Agency ‘ May Go Down in Value
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Southwest Oklahoma summer bucketlist

Summertime can be filled with adventures to new, far off
places - from mountain ranges to sandy beaches.

Have you ever thought about all the hidden outdoor trea-
sures that are closer than you think?

Cotton Electric’s service territory in southwest Oklahoma is
filled with fun adventures waiting to be explored by you and
your loved ones.

Check off the bucketlist below to make the most of summer!

[ JTakeahikear [ _|Takeaneve- ige balloon baseball
Mzt. Scott ning drive with the |:| Take a long_ |:| Volunteer at a
[ |Explorealo-  windows down nap in a hammock  local animal shelter
cal farmer’s market [ | Packa picnic  outside or organizaiton
4 \ HOURS
HOLT ELECTRIC | WOOPLAND ANVAL | &5 -2
ROes 1\d]e]r::t112150 YEARS EXPEREIDSEUESSE John Rector, DVM e LARGE & SMALL
Commercial Remodeling Comanche, OK . éz(l)w(l)Al\:l-lNG Kh Sl
Industrial New Construction « BOARDING mef rma stoan
24 hour Service e QUALITY PET beautyandsplendor2022@gmail.com
580-365-4147
\P.0. Box 131 * Sterling OK 73567*Lic#OK10531 | 833-439-8884 ey R GOy

CHISHOLM
S0 TRAIL

EHISHULM
TRAIL

Featuring Special Guests:

« Habasketry's Pauline Asbury - Live Basket Weaving
« Freelance comic book creator Jerry Bennet - Live Sketching
« Gaylon Blankenship and Missy Fry - Live Performance

1000 Chisholm Trail Parkway Duncan, OK 73533

[ ]Watch a mov-
ie at the drive-in

[ ]Cook a meal
over a campfire

[ |Perfect the art
of stone skipping

[ ]Paddleboard
at Lake Elmer
Thomas Recreation
Area

[ |Wake up early

to watch the sun

=

We Sell,

Serving all of Southwest
and Central Oklahoma

580-658-9389 / 405-482-
WwWWw.smithpowersystems.com

Service & Maintain
Generac or Kohler Generators

[ ] Pick a wild-
flower bouquet

[ | Visit the Mu-
seum of the Great
Plains

[ | Make home-
made pizzas

[ ] Spend alunch
break at a park

[ ] Reread your

favorite book

[ | Play water

[ | Make home-

made ice cream

[ Plan a day trip
to Medicine Park

[ | Plant a herb
garden

[] Camp at the
Wichita Mountains

[ ] Recreate a
family recipe

[ ] Chase light-
ning bugs

[ | Spend an en-
tre day barefooted

[ | Dedicate a
“No Internet Day”

‘ Beauty & Splendor ‘

e 0. :
| AD0hL ’_r"u’\.ﬁl:\-t A0

FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT

AUGUST 19 & 20 2022
Gates open at 6:00PM

Rodeo Starts 8:00PM Nightly

ELGIN =

Locatlon
__2 miles south of HWY 17 on Keeney Rd

NTESTANTS

_—-

Event Entry

(580) 678-3583

RAFTER D RODEO 2022 FEES

__EVENT | ENTRY FEE
RANCH B8RONC | s 75.00
BULLS $
TIE DOWN s
RIBBON ROPING | $
BREAK AWAY $
$

$

$

75.00
75.00
60.00
60.00
70.00
90.00
£0.00
40.00
20.00
15.00

DOUBLE MUG
TEAM ROPING

(OPEN BARRELS |
IR BARRELS 13
PEE WEE BARRELS | §
MUTTON BUSTING | $

* Books will open for Call-ins the
Tuesday and Wednesday before
the rodeo from 6 - 10 PM

* Call-ins are for rough stock
events only

+ Timed events enter at the rodec
BEFORE 7 PM, nightly

Advance Tickets & T-Shirts
can be purchased at

Hardzog Gifts

:‘; EVENT §
§ TICKETS 3

3427 at the intersection of Keeney & Miller RD
Qdded A i3
&ww&wunﬁz ‘&Fﬁ
ooy Svent o maaasions By
Saddle fox alt- Bl Ples

26% Federal Tax Credit for Geothermal Systems

26% Federal Tax Credit
EXTENDED Through 2022!

Financing plans available!
Call us today for more information! 580-252-2205

Cotton Electric Co-Op Rebates Available On: *16 Seer, 17 Seer, 18 Seer(+) Air
Source Heat Pumps. *New Water Heaters And Mini-Splits. *New Geo-Thermal
Systems & Replacement Systems. Contact receptionist2@dehartair.com
Dehart Air Conditioning offers preventative maintenance plans to keep systems healthy!

*Rebates Available in many OMPA Member cities *Restrictions apply
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Co-op offers multiple payment options for members

Paying bills may not
be your favorite respon-
sibility, but Cotton
Electric Cooperative of-
fers a variety of ways to
carry it out. Nearly every
method requires your
Cotton Electric account
number, which can be
found at the top left of
your bill, just under your
address. If you have mul-
tiple accounts, all num-
bers are required. We are
sure there is a payment
method that works best
for you:

By mail

Use the return enve-
lope that comes with
a power bill. Enclose a
check and the bottom
portion of the bill. DO
NOT SEND CASH.

In person
We
checks,
and credit cards at our
headquarters, 226 N.
Broadway in Woalters,
and at our Duncan of-
fice, 1101 W. Oak. Busi-
ness hours at both offic-

accept  cash,

money orders

es are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday,
except holidays. Credit
card payments can be
made only by using de-
vices in the lobbies at ei-
ther office or the outside

kiosk at the Duncan of-
fice. Credit cards are not
accepted for payment on
commercial accounts.

By phone

Call 1-855-730-8711
to make a payment using
a series of menu choices
via the automated sys-
tem. The system requires
a Cotton Electric ac-
count number and cred-
it/debit card or banking

account numbers.

SmartHub electron-
ic check / credit

card

Members can sign up
for online or mobile de-
vice account access and
pay via electronic check
or with Visa, Master-
Card or Discover credit
cards any time of day.
Credit cards will not be
accepted for payment on
commercial  accounts.

First-time set-up re-
quires a Cotton Electric
account number. Mem-
bers using tradition-
al computers can visit
www.cottonelectric.com
and click the Pay Online
button. The button is a
link to our SmartHub
payment log-in page.
New users can select a

link to sign up for access

Custom Bermuda
Grass Sprigging

Custom Hay
Baling & Cutting

580-550-0036 or 580-704-4126

to the self-service site.
Members using smart
phones or tablets can
download the free Smar-
tHub app at www.Smar-
tHubApp.com. The app
is available in versions
compatible with Apple
and Android devices.
There is no additional
charge for using elec-
tronic check or credit
card payment methods.

Monthly bank draft

This method requires
an Authorization Agree-
Automatic

ment for

Debit form and a void-
ed, check.

The forms are available

unsigned

at either office or can
be downloaded at the
Payment Options page
of our website. We can
also mail the form to
you. Once it is filled out
and returned, it takes a
few days to arrange for
your checking account
to be drafted 10 days af-
ter your billing date each
month.

Moneygram
Moneygram  trans-
actions are handled

at Walmart and CVS
stores anywhere in the
United States. There is
a fee for this transaction
that requires cash or a

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

WE ARE BACK IN PERSON
FOR COTTON ELECTRIC'S
ANNUAL MEETING AT
GREAT PLAINS COLISEUM

INLAWTON

REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 5:30 P.M.

N

COTTON

ELECTRIC CO-OF

debit card. Use billing
code 7933.

Average Monthly
Payment
Members needing

help  budgeting  for
electric bills may want
to enroll in our Aver-
age Monthly Payment
(AMP) plan. Qualify-
ing members will have
a 12-month billing his-
tory and the account
should be in current sta-
tus. This means that the
current billing should
not be past due, no un-
paid balance should ex-
ist on the account and
that previous credit his-
tory has been good. The
average of the previous
12 months is reflected
in a monthly bill. The
amount of each month’s
bill will vary some due
to fluctuations in fuel
costs, variations in us-
age and rate changes.
With AMP, instead of
high and low bills as
the seasons change, bill
amounts will tend to
flatten and be close to
the same amount each
month. Any of the pay-
listed

above can be used when

ment methods

paying on accounts us-
ing the Average Month-

e S|

Cotton Electric Member Services Representative
Laura Everett assists a member at the Duncan

office drive-thru. Photo by Carli Eubank.

ly Payment plan. Please
contact our Customer
Service department at
(580) 875-3351 to make
sure that you qualify for
this plan.

MyChoice

Cotton Electric Co-
operative offers a pay-
ment method designed
with busy members in
mind. MyChoice is a
prepay energy solution
that gives you - our
member — the power of
choice. You pay for elec-
tricity how and when
you choose, the same

Insurance

way you buy groceries
or gasoline. Purchasing
electricity before you
use it allows you to con-
trol your budget and pay
how much you want,
when you want. There
are no security depos-
its or late fees. You will
not receive a monthly
statement. Your energy
use and balance are cal-
culated daily and you
can track them by mo-
bile device using the free
SmartHub app or online
at CottonElectric.com

bill payment portal.

1319 W. Main St.
Duncan, OK 73533

580.255.1308 - Office
580.470.9206 - Fax

www.reddenagency.com

Auto © Home © Business © Life

1 No sodium added to water
year with salt softeners

[ Reduces iron staining

cholesterol in your arteries.

1 No waste water vs. up to 10,000 gallons per

1 No environmental discharge of salt or chemicals

Call Today
580-248-7924
www.PippinBrothers.com

Is Your Water Safe?

Give Your Back a Break...Stop Adding Salt to Your Softener

Minerals in your water form scale deposits that build up inside your
pipes, water heater, shower heads, and other water using equipment like
These deposits significantly decrease the
efficiency of your plumbing systems. Drinking water and icemakers are
also negatively affected, as are health quality of water and taste. Hard
water is not safe for you, your family or your home.

Benefits of a No-Salt Water Conditioning System:

[ Maintain healthy calcium & magnesium levels

1 Extends appliance life by 50% or more
1 Descales inside of pipes & water heater
[ Cleaner bodies, clothes, and dishes
125% or more reduced detergent use

1 Clothing will last longer

1 Cleaner more refreshing water

0 Improves water heater efficiency and thus lowers energy bills

PIPPIN

BROTHERS

PLUMBING*HEATING

*AIR CONDITIONING

DONAI P';\L_.

INIRE

J_J_JJJ

Medicare is notorious for its infamous “Donut Hole” phase of coverage, which
leaves many with large out-of-pocket prescription costs.

SAVE YOUR MONEY FORADONUTYOU
CAN ACTUALLY ENJOY.

TO LOCATE PROVIDERS IN YOUR AREA:

Co-op Connections® Card

ELECTRAC 00l
Visit Connections.coop to Save
SAVE ON LOCAL

- DINING
AND
A NATIONAL
DISCOUNTS

- HEALTH
+MUCH MORE

Go to www.connections.coop/healthy-savings
and click "Locate Providers.”

Set up your account.
Enter your zip code to search for providers near you.

Or you can call Member Services at 800-800-7616
if you have questions or to find a provider.
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By Carli Enbank

There is a time for ev-
erything: a time to sow,
a time to prune, a time
to wait, a time to har-
vest. Most people think
of the previous as gar-
dening terms, but they
can also be a reflection
of life. Like the waving,
painted rows of textured
petals, flower farmers
personally grow through
seasons of both bare and
plentiful.

Emily Priest, Cotton
Electric member and
owner of Tulie Blooms
in Lawton, is in the
midst of cultivating a
new season of life: flow-
er farming. Although
this is her first time
growing professionally,
Priest is no stranger to
being surrounded by the
abundance of nature.
Growing up in Ore-
gon, she saw both of her
grandmothers grow ber-
ries for their communi-
ties. She also remembers
her granddad stopping
at one of the many road-
side, honesty box flower
stands to bring a bou-
quet home to his wife.

“I have always appre-
ciated people who grow
things themselves and
are in touch with where
things come from,
Priest said. “I aspire to
be more like that.”

While living in a
subdivision in Virgin-
ia with her husband,
Priest found herself in
a waiting season. She
never had the time or
space to begin a garden,
but she always admired
them. Her dream began
to germinate through
researching different de-
signs and plants when
she wanted to expand

20

the landscaping around
their home. After many
years of planning her
garden, an unexpected
move to Oklahoma into
a new home with acre-
age granted her wish of
growing a flower farm.
Today, Priest reaps the
beauty of a “slower life-
style” while tending to
more than 30 flower
variations.

When thinking about
a name for her compa-
ny, Priest kept thinking
about what her grandma
would say about her life
in rural Oregon, what
she called “living way
out in the tulies.” Priest
loved the idea of refer-
encing Oklahoma back-
roads and combined
that with her grandma’s
saying to create the Tulie
Blooms brand.

Looking back on the
memories made with
her family in Oregon
created Priest’s dream
to have her own honesty
box flower stand some-
day, she said.

“I love the excitement
of seeing flowers bloom,
and it’s a gift every time
I get to bring a flower
inside.” Priest said. “Ar-
ranging bouquets is one
of my favorite parts of
gardening.”

Priest shared there is
a $7 billion demand for
the flower industry, yet
80% of flowers are im-
ported into the Unit-
ed States. During the
Covid-19 pandemic, the
industry saw a rise in de-
mand for flowers grown
locally. Helping meet
that demand, Priest sells
her floral bounty to lo-
cal florists in addition to
hand delivering arrange-
ments.

For Priest, gardening
means more than pro-
ducing a crop. Flowers
allow her to bring a little
joy to the community.

‘I twy to not get
wrapped up on the suc-
cess of it all because I
believe everything has
been a gift to me,” Priest
said. “God has given me
land to tend, and I hope
the love and beauty
from growing flowers is
passed on to whomever
receives them.”

In Bray, 30
crow-fly miles northeast
of Tulie Blooms, resides
Cotton Electric mem-
ber Becky Bearce and

about

her flower farm, Cross
B Blooms. Bearce’s en-
has  always
been rooted in working

joyment

outside, whether it was
maintaining the yard,
planting container gar-
dens or helping her hus-
band farm their land.
Eventually, Bearce en-
tered a new, but pain-
ful, season of life with
her husband’s passing in
2019. During that dif-
ficult time, she found
comfort and healing
through working with
her hands in the soil,
she said. In 2020, Bearce
endured the continu-
ous season of growing
through her pain by
planting a vegetable
garden. In the spring
of 2021 she added cut
flowers to her farm.
“The garden became
therapeutic to me)
Bearce said. “I believe
soil is good for the soul,
and there are so many
spiritual lessons to be
learned in the garden.”
Cross B Blooms was
created from a very spe-

cial place for Bearce.

Cross B was the brand
she and her husband
shared  during  their
ranching days.

“The brand is a good
reminder that the Lord
is over everything, and
we are just part of it all,”
Bearce said. “Naming
the flower farm Cross B
Blooms was a way for my
husband to still be part
of the garden.”

Bearce said it’s diffi-
cult to choose her fa-
vorite aspect of farming
because the stages of the
growing process are spe-
cial in their own way and
she’s learned to appreci-
ate each one. An oppor-
tunity for Bearce was
setting up pop-up flower
shops on the sidewalk
at downtown shops in
Duncan and Marlow.

Planting the seeds,
tending the seedlings,
harvesting and selling,
putting the ground to
rest during the winter
— cach is a stage that
comes with the turn of
the seasons.

“It’s hard to not look
at flowers and not be
comforted,” Bearce said.
“They bring so much joy
to others, and they re-
mind someone that you
thought about them.”

Seasons may change
for Priest and Bearce,
but they each embrace
qualities and experi-
ences that root them in
a deeper mission than
just flower farming: to
spread joy through each

unique and vivid flower.

Want to keep up with
Tulie Blooms and
Cross B Blooms?

Follow them on
Instagram and Facebook!
@Tulie Blooms
@Cross B Blooms

3

Becky Bearce, owner of Cross B Blooms, sets
up her pop up shop on Main Street in Duncan.
Photos below and to the right are from Cross B
Blooms. Photos by Carli Eubank.

——

g Eof

Emily Priest, owner of Tulie Blooms, harvests a
[fresh crop of flowers for bouquet orders. Photos
above and to the lefi are from Tulie Blooms.
Photos by Carli Eubank.
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DESSERT

1/4 Ib. Graham crackers Mix cracker crumbs whipped cream.

1 stick oleo, melted with oleo and vanilla. Spread over the crust.
1/4 tsp. vanilla Press in an 8-inch  Spoon cherry pie
1 can cherry pie filling square pan. filling over the cream
8 oz. pkg. cream cheese Mix the cream cheese cheese mixture.

1 c. powdered sugar with  the powdered Chill until serving
1 carton whipped cream sugar and fold into the time.

The Savory Side of Watermelon

utilize leftover never tried watermelon in a savory

Let’s look back 25 years ago and see
what was cookin’ in The Cuurent!

CHERRY

S|

|

It’s that time of year where the con- tamins A, B6, and C
fluence of holiday tradition, seasonal (good for the immune watermelon. dish. Watermelon goes great with jala-
cating, and soaring temperatures mean  system, eyes, skin), po- Cut it into the penos, feta cheese, blue cheese, chick-
watermelon is on everyone’s mind and  tassium (good for your size of ice cubes, en salad, avocado, olives, proscuitto,
plate. While traditionally enjoyed by heart and muscles, freeze, and goat cheese, cucumber, arugla, and
itself due to its sweet deliciousness, wa- helps you stay hydrat- make watermel- tomatoes. Add a slice of watermelon
termelon is actually very versatile and ed), and lycopene (an on ice cubes to to a burger or a sandwich. Grill slic-
is delicious in sweet and savory dish- antioxidant which can
es. Regardless of how you like it, wa- help prevent chronic
termelon is definitely a good-for-you disease). All that pow-
food, and given its abundance during er for very few calories
this time of year, it’s a good idea to ex- makes watermelon an
plore some other ways to enjoy it. excellent weight man- k7., Bandelier, MPH, RD, LD  sorbet, popsicle, termelon adds beautiful color, subtle

First lets knock out the question of agement food too. or granita. You soothing flavor, and doesn’t hurt your
nutrition. Watermelon is a low calo-  Unless you are buy-
rie food. You have to eat two cups to ingpre-cut watermelon
even get close to 100 calories - isn’t that  where you can control FOI' THOUGHT
better than an air-filled 100-calorie how much you buy, or thing similar to (www.watermelon.org), Pinterest, or
snack of wafer thin cookies or puffs of you are hosting a large fruit leather. just do an internet search for watermel-

something? Watermelon is also a good ~party, watermelon tends to produce a ~ While most people are familiar with on recipes. Don’t let any watermelon

chill your water es of watermelon with lime juice and
later or throw chili sauce as a basting sauce. The rinds
in a smoothie (the white part between the red and
or make a wa- the green) can be pickled and enjoyed

termelon slush, alone or in dishes and appetizers. Wa-

can dehydrate calorie budget.
watermelon  For some truly unique watermelon

to make some- recipes, visit the Watermelon Board

source of water (shocking, right?), vi- lot of leftovers. There are many ways to  watermelon’s sweet side, many have go to waste this summer.

WV 03200 |99 GAMMILL

INSURANCE AGENCY

C L I N I C : CROP*HOME*AUTO*FARMCOMMERCIAL

Afordable Protection That Paye!

Bradley J. Margo, MD IARAY| .
Jeremy Woodson, MD Wheat Crop Signup

Diann Johnson, APRN = by September 30!
SCHEDULE NOW il E

Easy signup

800.552.9270 Professional Local Service

Lawton Appointments: David & Josh Gammill Agents
_ Independent  580-479-5416 888-299-2767
Available 5 Days a Week ’

Insurance
www.mcboh.com 100% Phiysician Cwied

Agent’ 201 W 2nd, Grandfield
Carports, Garages, Barns, d Real Estate & Auction Co
Metal Buildings an Todd Robertson AucfoneerBroker
1705 S Hwy 81 - Duncan, OK

/A
i e ros (580)252-3880

N S S

FarmsRanchesLand.com

HELP! We need Farms, Ranches
& Land anywhere in Southern
Oklahoma. We are literally selling out

Best Quality! Lowest Price! of everything. Huge Demand for Land
& homes. Best “Seller’s Market” ever!

We have a team of 8 ready to go
to work for you!!! We maintain an
extensive network of buyers needing

e R IR e +—" ) | )
Stop by our display yard in Duncan, across from. the Stephens County Fairgrounds on Fa rm S & Ra n Ch eS frO m a I I Ove r
South Hwy 81. Let us design and price your custom structure. the COU ntryl I nCI ud I ng Ia rge 1 03 1

(\[ 1705 S. Hwy. 81 Exchanges.
aB DunNcAN, OK 73533
580-252-3880
BEST BARNS .
BeiBamsniCaportazon “We Sell Land and Everything On It”

NO ONE BEATS OUR QUALITY OR PRICE
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0h-So-Berry Cobbler

2 cups strawberries,

sliced

2 cups blackberries

2 cups blueberries

2 tablespoons lemon

juice

3 tablespoons corn

starch
2 cups flour

1 teaspoon baking

powder

1 teaspoon salt
1 cup butter, softened
1 1/2 cups brown sugar

2 teaspoons vanilla

extract

Nonstick cooking spray

Ice cream

Heat oven to 350 F.

In large bowl, mix
strawberries, blackber-
ries and  blueberries
then add lemon juice
and cornstarch; mix to
combine. Refrigerate 20

minutes.
medium  bowl,

In

WELDING
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whisk flour, baking pow-
der and salt. Set aside.
In bowl of stand mix-
er, beat butter, brown
sugar and vanilla extract
on medium speed un-
til blended. Gradually
add flour mixture until
crumbles form.

-1
)
il

Spray  9-by-13-inch
baking dish with non-
stick cooking spray.

Pour berries into bot-
tom of dish. Top berries
with crumbles.

Bake 30-40 minutes,
or until lightly browned.

Serve with ice cream.

McINTYRE INSURANCE AGENCY, GP

Office (580) 342-6633

Pat  (580) 512-7452
Brent (580) 512-6198
Fax  (580) 342-6666

FIRE*AUTO LIABILITY*FARM eCROP
CROP INSURANCE - SPECIALTY

mcintyre@pldi.net

P.O. Box 508
114 S Commercial
Temple, OK 73568

PAT DIANA BRENT LORRIE

Lawton Septic Tank

& Storm Shelter

Over 25 Years Experience ¢ Licensed, Bonded & Insured
Manufacture ¢ Installation ¢ Inspection ¢ Tank Pumping ¢ Maintenance
We manufacture and install all types of septic systems
and specialize in aerobic systems.

Offer complete service or sell parts for do-it-yourselfers!
Financing available on aerobic repairs.

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm ¢ 2401 SE 45th St., Lawton

Master

24-Hour Service

580-248-3131

P

e all want to live long

lives. We all expect to
live long lives. But are we
financially prepared for this
longevity?

Before we get to the issue
of preparation, let’s look at a
couple of interesting findings
from a 2022 survey by Age
Wave and Edward Jones:

The surveyed retirees said,
on average, they expect to

live to 89, and they said the
ideal length of retirement is
29 years.

When asked if they want to
live to 100, nearly 70% of the
respondents said “yes.” The
main reason for this desire
for long life? To spend more
years with their family and
friends.

Of course, none of us can
see into the future and know
how long we’ll be around.
But with advances in medical
care and a greater awareness
of healthy lifestyles, these
aspirations have a real basis
in reality.

However, if you’re going
to enjoy a longer lifespan,
and the extra years with

Kelsey Avants

repare yourself for a long retirement

your loved ones, you need to
ensure your finances are also
in good shape. How can you
make this happen?

Here are some basic steps
to follow:

* Save and invest early and
often. This may be the oldest
piece of financial advice, but
it’s still valid. The earlier you
start saving and investing for
your retirement, the greater
your potential accumulation.
Consider this: If you began
saving just $5,000 per year
at age 25, and earned a
hypothetical 6.5% annual rate
of return, and didn’t take any
early withdrawals, you’d end
up with $935,000 by the time
you reached 65. But if you

Business Hwy 287 &
Hwy 81 (Wise Street),
Bowie, TX 76230

7 KINDER

AGENCY

More than just insurance, we offer
Financial Protection & Peace of Mind.

Medicare & Health Options

Home, Auto, & Life Insurance
Mortgage Financing

thekinderagency.com

280-6/3-3314

212 N Broadway, Walters, OK

NMLS ID 2177036

-

Contact Us Today!

HOME - AUTO - FARM - LIFE

No Matter The Emergency,

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED.

GRAHAM INSURANCE

403 W Main St. - Marlow, OK 73055 - 580-658-3077

COMMERCIAL = RV'S
MOTORCYCLE - BOAT

800-926-9696

Apache Auction Market

Thursday 8 a.m.

Stockers, Feeders, Cows, Bulls & Pairs

Apache Video
Wednesday 10 a.m.

TOCKMAN

KLAHOMA
Livestock Marketing, Inc.

580-588-3840

takes place the weekend prior to the
second Monday of every month.

NEXT TRADE

DATES
August

94(0-872-4861 FOLLOW US
5_7 2ndmondayTrade Days
Information Hours Pitiet Hours
)égn‘ B Erida o Sis pin TL |'_" Saturday & Sunday « 8am - 5pm
_secondmonday@cityofbowietx.com ! T g Loty

waited until 35 to start saving save and invest for the future. shape, or will you need to

and investing, and you earned
the same hypothetical 6.5%
return — again with no early
withdrawals — you’d only end
up with $460,000. And if you
didn’t start saving until 45,
you’d end up with just over
$200,000, again given the
same 6.5% return.

* Be mindful of debt. You
may not want to be burdened
with certain debts when you
enter retirement. So, while
you’re still working, try
to reduce unwanted debts,
particularly those that don’t
offer the financial benefits
of tax-deductible interest
payments. The lower your
debt load, the more you can

1110 N. 10th Street | Duncan, OK 73533 | 580-255-4408
kelsey.avants@edwardjones.com | www.edwardjones.com

www.cityofbowietx.com

* Keep reviewing your
progress. It’s important
to monitor the progress
you need to make toward
achieving your goal of a
comfortable retirement.
Over the short term, your
investment balances may
fluctuate, especially in
volatile financial markets
such as we’ve seen in the
early part of this year. But
you’ll get a clearer picture
of your situation if you look
at long-term results. For
example, have your accounts
grown over the past 10
years as much as you had
planned? And going forward,
do you think you’re in good

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

make some changes to your
investment strategy? Keep
in mind that, if you’re 50 or
older, you can make “catch-
up” contributions to your IRA
and 401(k) that allow you
to exceed the regular limits.
You may also want to adjust
your investment mix as you
near retirement to potentially
lower your risk exposure.
Hopefully, you will enjoy
many years of a healthy,
happy retirement. And you
can help support this vision
by carefully considering your
financial moves and making
the ones that are right for
you.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC
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COTTON

COOPERATIVE

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK

As a member of an electric cooperative
(also known as a co-op), you’re part of

something special! Read the facts about co-ops

below and use the word bank to fill in the blanks.
Check your work in the answer key.

Electric
Principles
Members

Communities

Co-ops

Word Bank:

Co-ops don’t have

customers. Instead, they

have

ELECTRIC CO-OP

2,

>

Energy

Co-ops are local organizations
and businesses, so they
understand the local

they serve.

All co-ops are guided by
the same set of cooperative

are led

by the members they serve.

You’re a member of an

co-op, but

there are also housing, grocery
and other types of co-ops.

214123/8 (§ $d0-00 ( SsojdiduLid (S SaIUNWWOD (Z SidquisW ([ :A3)] Jomsuy

ACROSS

1. Eurasian shrubs

7. Strikes and rebounds

13. Group of advisers

14. Modern necessity

16. Top lawyer in the land

17. Philadelphia univer-
sity

19. Of 1

20. Functions as a laser

22. Basketball phenome-
non Jeremy

23. Famed island

25. Parent-teacher groups

26. Distributes

28. Self-immolation by
fire ritual

29.Ad __

30. Circulation problem
(abbr.)

31. Brother or sister

33. A famous ‘Squad’

34. Stage actor Anthony

36. Violent seizure of
property

38. Saclike cavities

40. Sound units

41. Counts on

43.Dad

44. Woman (French)

45. A digital tape record-
ing of sound

47. Polish Baltic penin-
sula

48. Recipe measurement

51. Requests out of dire
need

53. Precious stone weight
unit

55. The immaterial part
of a person

56. Anoint

58. Golf score

59. Supernatural

GEOTHERMAL
REPAIR SERVICES

GEARY HEILMAN

Duncan, OK 73533 Phone (580) 475-8102

ITL\UCTIONEEI

CONSTRUCTION * HEAVY EQUIPMENT - OIL FIELD* FARM EQ

405-403-4303

mgrahamauctioneers.com

Online Surplus
Equipment Auction

July 8th - July 11th 2022
Marlow, OK

2018 Cat 140M3 Motor Grader, 2019 Cat 430F2
Backhoe, 2000 Deere 850C Crawler Tractor, (2)
Trenchers, (2) Mini Terex Dump Trucks, (11) Farm
Tractors, (2) Combines, (3) Grain Drills, Bradford 528
Grain cart, (3) Disc Mowers, (4) Hay Rakes, Multiple
Discs & Cultivators, (2) Truck Tractors, Distributor
Truck, (5) Vehicles, (3) Equipment Trailers, End Dump
Trailer, (4) Livestock Trailers, Pecan Equipment, Lots
of Misc Farm Equipment. More to be added.

Some items sell offffsite.

For More Information and Pictures:
www.mgrahamauctioneers.com

205 W. Main, Marlow
580-658-2295

“Selling our listings, would like to sell yours.”

e

Always Ready
to go the “Extra Mile” for you.

www.marlowrealestate.com
www.realtor.com

Debbie Lynn Benton
Broker/Owner GRI
Cell: 580-658-1177

debbie@marlowrealestate.com

2
§ J
M&M Trailer Service, LLC
16 580-658-6510
166494 Heffington Rd, Marlow, OK
20 21 . .
mmtrailerservice@yahoo.com
25 HITCHES *Gooseneck *Receiver *5th Wheel®
29 See us for all your tradler part; hook-up & flooring needs!
34 T [T
Authorized| dealer for
38 139 Shelby Trailer Elooring)
1 For Inquiries:
mmtrailerservice@yahoo.com | *ga; pp pLoDRING
44
*Repairs, Maintenance +Brakes, Lights, Wiring
51 *Sand Blast & Paint *DOT Inspections *Hook-ups
*Floors- Shelby X-Lug, Tongue & Groove, Plank or Wood
56
60 61 64
. . Residential Garage Door Replacement & Repair
65 66 67 68
.69 -5 . Simms Garage Door Service

60. Northwest Territories

61. Can be made suitable

64. A professor’s helper

65. Having a toothlike
edge

67. Got atop a horse

69. Judged

70. Static balance be-

tween opposing forces

DOWN
1. Flowing
2. Computer department
3. Lasts
4. DiFranco and Sam-
sonyan are two
5. desac
6. Merchant
7. Hosts film festival
8. State of agitation of
fuss

9. A way to praise

10. Opaque gems

11. McKinley is one

12. Smallest interval in
classical Western music

13. Famed designer Lau-
ren

15. Occupies

18. Small island (British)

21. Misuse of the sacred

24. Covers with a thin
sheet

26. Most valuable player

27. Title of respect

30. Investigated discreet-
ly

32. Belonging to the bot-
tom layer

35. Black tropical Ameri-
can cuckoo

37. Music genre

38. Indicates one is in

mourning

39. Secured forever

42. Bodily cavity

43. A dogis one

46. Chose to do some-
thing

47. Annoy persistently

49. Large hotel rooms

50. Beg

52. Docket

54. Subway dwelling ro-
dent

55. Sources

57. Mild Dutch cheese

59. Spanish city

62. Consumed

63. Ballplayer’s tool

66. Midway between
north and east

68. Atomic #3

FAST PROFESSIONAL SERVICE!
Call 580-736-5414

KELLY SIMMS

BRUSHIHOGISERVICES

www.rolofflandservices.com

FREE
ESTIMATES

NRCS Work

Pasture
Reclamation

Fence Row
Clearing

" | Mesquite
< 3 ‘ Removal

Cedar
Removal

| BRUSH HOG
SERVICES

Call Us!
580-678-5311

.2\
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Parting Shots

Some CEC crewmen and linemen attended Essential Climbing School at Oklahoma Assocmtzon ofElec
tric Cooperatives. Pictured on the left is Skyler Smith and pictured on the right is Michael Edgmon and

Ely King. Photo courtesy of Lance Shaw.
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Insurance, it’s probably the only thing you keep paying for
that you hope you never have to use. But when an unfortunate
situation does occur, you shouldn’t have to fight with your
insurance provider to get the claim award you deserve.

At Bartling, we're always on your side and we’ll do everything
we can to expedite any claim you make in a timely manner.
We're also proud to say that we offer the finest coverage
for your health, your home, automobile and commercial
property.

Put the strength of a solid performer behind you. Call us
now for a free, no obligation, price quote assessment of your
current insurance needs.

INSURANCE

Comanche Waurika
580-439-8809 580-228-2085
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DON PRATER
DOZERS

Building Farm Ponds & Private Lakes

ln the Cofton Electric Service Area
_ Wealth |s not measured in dollars.”

-Farm Pond and Lake Construction-

* Fence Rows * Building Pads
* Land Clearing * Dredging * Pond Repair ¢

Serving the Southwest Area

Bulldozers, Trackhoe Scrapers & Loaders

Turner Land Company is
ready to serve all of your |
real estate needs!

Gordon
580-467-3396

'\
I@m

Managing Broker: Mike Faulkne:

ENTIRE
INVENTORY

LIMITED TIME



